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CHAPTER XII 


HOME AND FOREIGN POLITICS .* VISIT TO VARZIN : 
LORD HARTINGTON: LADY ROSEBERY’S ILLNESS 
AND DEATH: EUROPEAN TRAVEL 


The year 1890, destined to close in black gloom, 
opened with the customary prospect of congenial 
labours and sufficient diversion. The Comity Council 
reassembled early in January, and Rosebery’s work 
in it has been described above. The early spring was 
chiefly spent at the Durdans. 


February 10th . — “ The Gladstones and Mrs. Drew, Gran- 
ville, Spencer and E. Hamilton dined. Mr. G. like a boy, 
and a very pleasant dinner. The discussion on the Queen’s 
Speech not oppressive. Granville told me that old Lady 
Jersey (in this house) 1 always expected presents on her 
birthday. Alvanley was one of the first to arrive and always 
took some little object out of the drawing-room which he 
presented to her with an exquisite speech, in her bondoir.” 

In the previous year there had been some coolness 
between the Prince of Wales and Rosebery, and the 
Prince had contemplated a visit elsewhere than at 
Dalmeny for the opening of the Forth Bridge. This 
would have been a marked rebuff. But in January 
H.R.H. relented, and he stayed a night at Dalmeny 
Tor the ceremony. 


March Uh . — “ Opening of the Forth Bridge : a gale from 
the west. I crossed the bridge on the outside of the railway 
carnage, and was nearly blown away. . . . The Prince very 
civil and confidential— hoped he might consider me a 
friend. . . . Showed me a very disparaging letter from the 
Empress Frederick about her son.” 


^ Late in July the Rosebeiys left for Geneva, for a 

‘ * 1 88 Berkeley Square. 
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short fortnight’s stay. There he enjoyed following up 
the memories of Voltaire and of Rousseau, and the 
treasures of the Musee d’Antiquites. Mr. Barton, the 
British Consul, of the Bordeaux branch of his Irish 
family, Mrs. Barton, and her mother, Lady Emily 
Peel, were at their hospitable villa, and were the 
kindest of guides in many expeditions. One was to 
Baron Adolphe Rothschild’s villa at Pregny, lunching 
at Bellevue, the “ little house by the water, with a 
charming dining-room with four Tiepolos in it. I 
have not liked a room so much for some time.” But, 
not for the first time, he was more completely intoxi- 
cated by glimpses of the pageant of nature than by 
any display of luxurious art. Witness his Journal : 

July 29th . — “ The evening sultry as hell. A cloud over- 
hanging, full of wrath and portent, the lightnings forked and 
sheeted playing on the opposite mountains, as if Beelzebub 
were giving a ball on the summit. One top was kindled with 
a dull lurid flame like a volcano, where I suppose the lightning 
had set the woods on fire. Below, the Lake, black and ter- 
rible as impending revolution.” 

And in a less terrific vein : 

July Slst . — “ A glorious night. Mont Blanc frozen clear, 
with one cold glittering star in chilly sympathy : then of a 
sudden a golden gleam, and in a moment the whole saffron 
moon, genial as a sun, filled and absorbed and warmed the 
heaven. For an instant it rested on the summit of Mont 
Blanc as though saluting it, and then rose on its own solitary 
imperial course. I could hardly go to bed.” 

Impressive, too, was the junction of the blue 
Rhone and “ muddy democratic Arve.” 

After the return to England came the news of 
Cardinal Newsman’s end. A year before, Rosebery 
had been at Birmingham but had not been able to 
pay his respects at the Oratory, for the Cardinal was 
not visible. 

August 13 th. — “ While at luncheon received telegram from 
Father Neville to say that if I wished to see Cardinal Newman’s 
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reriiairis I must come at. once. So cauglit the 2.10 train. 
Amved at-the. Oratory at 5. . Met Father Neville who took 
yiiic -.to -jthe v(3hurcfi, then to the little sitting-room, and tiny 
oratory, where he produced a good portrait of the Cardinal 
^which; the" Cardinal had proposed to give me when he heard 
I had hebn disappointed of Millais’s, and had been over-ruled, 
I . suppose, very naturally : then to his admirably planned 
library. : The sitting-room a mere cell filled with books. 

; : “ The Cardinal just like a saint’s remains over a high 
1 altar, waxy, distant, emaciated, in a mitr e, rich gloves where- 
on the ring (Which I ldsscd), rich slippers. With the hat at 
the foot. 

:!y; ‘('And this was the end of the young Calvinist, the Oxford 
don, the austere Vicar of St. Mary’s. It seemed as if a whole 
cycle of human thought and life were concentrated in that 
yangust repose. That was my overwhelming thought. Kindly 
. light lind led a guided Newman to this strange, brilliant, 
incomparable end. 

yW’A* Seeing him on his right side in outline one saw only an 
.enormous nose and chin almost meeting — a St. Dominic 
yTacb. ...The left side was inconceivably sweet and soft, with] 
, v that gentle corner of the mouth so greatly missed in the other) 
: .view.-'; The body, so frail and slight that it had ceased to be) 
V,a body terrestrial.” 

f /.ySoonl.after this solemn pilgrimage Rosebery moved 
V to Scotland; ; There was again grouse shooting at 
..Invermark and at Tulchan, but it was a poor year, 
and by the end of the month he was established en 
famiU e at Dalmeny. September was amazing, as in 
v .tlie north it can be : 


■ ■ ./September 7th .' — “T never remember such weather as the 
last two days in. Scotland.” 


ydhyhome politics the Report of the Special Com- 
-Hnssion marked the dividing line between parties 
clearness. It has been noted how 
'^ISVhiphslyrr.the Government had striven to confuse 
Assu<»--: tlie Pigott letters, which had been relied 
.. .on to biow the Home Rule fabric into atoms, how that 
4 'hey -wre knpwi ,to .be forged, were treated as of minor 
.importance,. - ' •. • --w . 

- i ^use : of Lords (March 21st) Lord Salisbury, : 
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proposed that the Commissioners’ Report be adopted /: 
and that they be thanked for their just and impartial : 
conduct. On the Liberal side all the heavy artillery !. .. ; • 
was brought up. Lord Herschell, in a. long .and . mas- . . , 
terly., speech, directly opposed the motion. It was 
his contention, and that of Lords Kimberley and . 
Spencer who followed, that the whole business was in 
no sense judicial but a political manoeuvre directed 
against political enemies and carried out by political 
methods. When Rosebery’s turn came, following 
Lord Derby, he developed this theme, and pointed : v 
out that all the speakers who supported Lord Salis- U. 
bury had been ex-Liberals, not Conservatives. : : The . . ' 
objection to the Report was that it made no attempt / : 
to discriminate between moral crime and political 
offence. As to violent language, equalfy violent had . / 
been used by Ulster partisans, and Lord Wolseley had 
never contradicted the story that he had offered: to ' 
organise the forces of disorder if a Home Rule Bill ; : 
were passed. Lord Salisbury himself had sat approv- . ; 1 
ing speakers inciting to revolution in certain con- p’; 
tingencies. But for the forged letters there, would p 
have been no Commission at all, and the language . 
used by The Times was parallel to that used by the ; f 
Irish World. No apology was offered to Parnell, - 
who had been tried by a tribunal chosen by the 0 ; . 
Government, had been found innocent, with the net , 
result that he was fined £40,000 of expenses. When 'y;C 
Lord Salisbury embarked the country on 
Afghanistan he had been arraigned for 1 '-a 
political offence by many, including some eloquent . 
voices now dumb and supporting his present policy!' 
Suppose some forged document had also been pro- : • 
duced ? If it were found to be forged, the amplest . 
reparation would have been offered, though the i: grave;4'f...v 
/political offence would have been the same, as the. A '; 
speaker . still considered. He concluded by-' ad:appeM^;y^:- 
p to the; Irish Peerage. They were . standing on; one . p 
side, the Irish people on the other : , ,pp;C SpCy 

f, “ If there be one truth .more strictly,! and. : uni ycrsaUy 
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;' < Written, than: another by history, it is this : that an aristocrac)^ 
diyorcad-. from;- a nation, is ' a doomed aristocracy. I regret 
; itUvith all my heart, but it is a truth mitten on the ruined 
'Palaces of Venice and Versailles. ... It is not a hundred 
years ago since we had your. Charlemonts and Cloncurrys 
and FitzGeralds, Charlemonts who were not ashamed to lead 
the Irish Volunteers, Cloncurrys and FitzGeralds who were 
not ashamed to share the aspirations of Ireland, even to prison 
and the grave.” 


/ He read, the list of Irish Peers who had signed the 
protest against the Union in 1800, including many of 
: the greatest names in Ireland. And not only the 
. Irish Peers, but Government and Parliament had lost 
the opportunity of presenting to a generous and high- 
spirited people a resolution of regret for the charges 
’ . founded on fraud and forgery. The debate lasted 
till .past midnight, and concluded without the farce 
of a division. 


The Anglo-German Agreement, wide in scope and 
far-reaching in consequence, was the other Parlia- 
; mentary subject that diverted Rosebery’s energies 
from London administration. The cession of Heligo- 
c land, a small and loyal colony, close to our shores,; 
'..as a, consideration for the settlement of vexed quest 
; tions .thousands of miles away in Africa, excited some 
feeling. • . ; 

fj. . Rosebery asked (June 30th) whether the wishes 
..of the people had been consulted, and if those who 
objected to the transfer would be given the option 
of settling elsewhere. Lord Salisbury replied that 
• they must .wait till the Convention could be laid on 
/the table, and when asked what were the means 
ascertain the feelings of the people of 
Heligoland, announced that they were of a con- 
'Jaracto, and could not be discussed. 1 

Wlt 1 the P°P ulat ion ? ” ; asked Lord 

:*^Jdie Bill came up for second reading (July 10th V ’ 
; ; It referred solely to Heligoland, but Lord: Salisbury'' 
eViaturaliy made reference to the African negotial ipJ, 
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■i for. which Parliamentary sanction was not formally 
needed. He dealt fully and' fairly with the whole 
business, but could not say how the wishes of the 
; inhabitants of the little island had been ascertained. 
He did not dispute that it might be of strategic value 
to Germany, though it was of none to us. Coming to 
Africa, we could not claim the right to lock up the ; ; ; 
whole of it. He elaborated a defence of Germany’s f 
claim to territory north of Lake Tanganyika, and to 
access to the River Zambesi in the south. \v '-i . XXX 
Rosebery could not refrain from reflecting what 
the reception of such an agreement would have been 
if Mr. Gladstone’s Government had submitted it to 
the House, but he was determined not to cavil at it. 
The whole business was rather like the apportionment 
of the New World by Pope Alexander VI. He wished . 
that some formal Conference or Congress could sail'd-: X 
tion such agreements on behalf of the communities ; 
of Europe at large. He did not press the value of 
Heligoland to us, but present Ministers in 1885 had 
scouted the notion of ceding it. The precise, extent: k 
of the Sultanate of Zanzibar had been doubtful, and 
now the consent of France, one of the guaranteeing • 
Powers, did not seem to have been secured. . One ’ 
thing was clear. Since the Liberal Government left 
office in 1886 the prestige and influence of the Sultaii.X 
of Zanzibar had diminished. Now we were buying; 
X back a small part of what we had in 1886, and the 
protectorate of Zanzibar, by a cession of British 
territory, one of our few assets from the war with ; .j 
Napoleon. But of course there was no question of , 

X opposing the plan as a whole. ’XX^-’XX'XX 

Outside Parliament Rosebery’s oratorical engage- 
, ; X ments were limited by County Council work, but lie 
X X attended the Co-operative Congress in Glasgow, as; its: X 
X President. In a long inaugural address he disclaimed. • 
any special knowledge of the subject, wishing to speak 
y : - as a learner. As a politician he was first interested in , 

. . the moral effect of the movement on the State. Then,v 
‘ more technical* there were the soundness of its 


■' H'lff ^‘Sei; ; 

5 )l3fto^S^^a^Me‘^6s^biUties;ot'ite^.ex^Mi6nV 
^^#ft^ fl’ > a^^a.oDS , ..i --After dealing with the first 
!: two divisions of the subject, he observed, speaking as 
yah :i^horarit outsider, th at there were three directions 

be made. The first was , 
^fiti^.^gf:sbHeti6s,;'^ev inception of which could be 
Maimed bw the county of Clackmannan before they 
Rallied, an- impulse in America. The second was 
■PhSurahce^yHe did not believe that a system of. 
iMtibnaldnsurance,: which was being tried in Germany, 
ir would apply here at all. It would be resented here 
^;|s ^omplieated and compulsory, but should succeed 
!'|ad^jipl^{ : by '-coroperative • agency. These remarks, 
^hvere doudly applauded. In the third place, he 
yheHeyed ; ;that , in; spite of some well-known failures 
there was a great future for co-operative farming, 
:;h6t staffing on an ambitious scale, but in imitation of 
^spmebf ilie .^ dairy-farms successfully run by companies, 
jfip&t ;th4hpnclusipn he was presented with a writing- . 
s table "of ^Co-operative manufacture, and, thanking for 
rphireiiiarked ; that he was also wearing a pair of Co- 
^peratiye;;trousers. 

^^tlimppened; ;that r Rosebery and Herbert Bismarck 
/frequent' communication this year, and it is 
.^orj^nothLg^that in their correspondence there is 
ibiot^a rwprd of Heligoland. It was sometimes sUs-r 
)d)ectfe^ihdt; : ^bsebery’s admiration for the Chancellor, 
; ,aiid : liking for his son might deflect his judgment 
'idn^inattersi.iof foreign, policy. But with him the 

first, whichever party might be 
|cpidr o ]lmg;it.; ; ;:The great event, of course, with the 

resignation (as the Emperor called' 
^dismissal (as they called it) of the 
;^Q^ficpUtMPypy|losebpry wrote to Herbert Bismarck :'. 


‘When one has the. luck ‘.to have .a 
not happen to everyone*, one -does not'. 
I do not presume to iudee.thc 



3G2 


PRINCE BISMARCK 


[chap. XII 

Emperor, but when I think of the weary and painful and un- 
ending toil and combination by which the fabric of your policy 
and the peace of Europe have been maintained, I envy his 
courage. . . . Andnow as to yourself . You speak ofyour politi- 
cal career as closed, but that is not so. I know it was always 
your wish that it should end with your father’s, and that you 
should obtain an interval of rest and enjoyment. But your 
experience and ability must always be at the service of your 
country. The holiday null have one great advantage for you, 
you will know your real friends. You have been so near the 
seat of power that it has not been easy for you to find this out. 
And now I doubt not that many envious asses who fear to 
kick the old lion may vent their spleen on the young one. 

I see the beginning of this in the Times telegram of to-day. 

I only hope that I may have the opportunity of showing how J 
truly, whether you are in or out of office, I am 

v , r- ^ “ Your affectionate friend, 

vsfymity G(1 _ “ ar . 

“ Pray salute your father and mother from me. I hope 
they will not dismiss hastily the idea of a little tour here. . . 

Ho 9) 

The “ little tour ” Rosebery hoped would include 
a stay at the Durdans, which was to be lent to the 
distinguished travellers, or a visit to Dalmeny in the 
late summer. The Prince, however, could not give 
up his custom of visiting one of the German or 
Austrian watering-places. Rosebery bought the 
original of Tenniel’s famous cartoon “ Dropping the 
Pilot,” with the solemn form of the old statesman, in 
jacket and sea-boots, coming down the ship’s side, 
watched by the smaller figure of his Sovereign, with 
the Imperial crown, leaning over the bulwarks. Rose- 
bery sent an impression of this to Prince Bismarck/ 
who expressed himself as deeply touched. Herbert 
Bismarck wrote that the Emperor had wished him 
to remain in office, but he had excused himself on the 
ground that his health had given way, and he could 
not adapt himself to a new Chancellor. He added : 
“ The gentleman who is going to be my successor comes 
from the Grand Duchy of Baden, where he has 
formerly been a Public Prosecutor. His name is 






vluck. ,J -’ 1 : Prince Bismarck’s comment onvjblie whole 
Affair was simple : '• ; l ; 


p{ -i“ It’ is ' very strange, the Emperor names his/best .gehtyak^b 
;dh‘ajicellor, and. his best Chancellor a field marshal.” v ' 

ended by Mohammed going to the mpiintairi, :; as.j 
: the mountain could not be moved. Roseberypro-y 
ceedcd to Ostend (September 24-th), where' Herbert-, 
Bismarck met him. They glanced at the glories;; of;- 
‘..Bruges, and passed on to Hamburg, whertyThe; 
principal glory was a restaurant, reputed to be the best- 
t in Germany. They passed through Berlin and- Stettin 
on a day’s journey to Varzim , :-'y~ 

Prince Bismarck met them on horseback, and drove 
-with Rosebery in the victoria to the house.- y There); 
was a family party, and a few neighbours dropped in.: . 
Each day Rosebery had a drive of two or three hours 
with his host. . Prince Bismarck knew French and . 
: English .well, so converse w;as easy. Herbei-tBismafck; 
^tyas. ; entirely fluent in English, and his letters to 
f Rosebery are singularly free from errors.'.; Rosebery 
.. himself was a competent French scholar both . for; 

speaking and writing, though he could not claim: the 
yMastery given by Lord Lansdowne’s French descent; 
Ivor ; by. Lord Granville’s youthful years passed; ihtyhe 
^Faiibqmg. Saint-Honor^.- But he never leamedyafty 
.German, except for his ; few elementary lesSonsf ht ; 
;. Homburg, and he could not read the languageV:Ji,It;isy 
y. perhaps; stranger that his adoration for Naples never 
impelled him to the study of Italian.. It. certainly; 
f^pm indolence, for he was .always ;-studymg: 
> something. But though he retained ratherkmbre; 
y. Greek .'and . Latin , than most public school boys who 
; have nob been classical specialists, it is probable; that- 

aeidulatcigood.-wishes.were’in a maimetfulfillek^ frkiny; 

, von .Biebersteiri- .was 7$<s' : most'} active'- 
to German Imperial ambitions.' r :> 



364 


HOME ' AGAIN 


[chap, xn 

he never had the facility in acquiring languages that 
sometimes adorns powerful intellects, like Gladstone’s, 
but may equally accompany others the opposite of 
powerful. 

From Varan Rosebery and Herbert Bismarck made 
an expedition to Danzig. Marienburg, the huge palace 
of the Teutonic Knights, and Konigsberg. At this 
last the great hall in the Schloss was declared to be 
137 yards long, which taxed Rosebery’s credulity, 
though it was the longest room he had ever seen. 

“ At the end of it is a little horseshoe salon with its prim 
furniture and cracked harpsichord untouched. Here, separ- 
ated from the palace and espionage by the vast hall. Queen 
Louise held her evening parties and planned German 
regeneration .’ 5 

This must have been a pilgrimage of the heart, for 
the Prussian Queen was one of Rosebery’s special 
heroines. 

Rosebery reached London on October 5th, and went 
straight on to Scotland. He found his wife in bed 
with an attack of low fever, but not seriously unwell. 
So on the next day he kept his engagement to address 
the Glasgow Trades House annual dinner. He replied 
for the House of Lords, in the vein of pleasant banter 
which that toast used to encourage in great industrial 
centres. But he was serious in pointing to the 
dangers — the possible claim of the House to equality 
with the House of Commons, and the fact that men 
might become members of it against their will. He 
dreaded, too, lest the reform of the House might be 
undertaken not at a moment of political apathy, but of 
political paroxysm. 

The next day he returned home, and the consulting 
doctors declared Hannah Rosebery’s illness to be 
typhoid fever — as it was then always called . But there 
was no immediate alarm, and her husband returned 
the next day to Glasgow to receive the freedom of the 
city. The doctors, as he told his friends after the 
ceremony, had been anxious that the patient should 
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iiot be alarmed by the abandonment of an engagement 
by wbich both of them had set such store. ' 

^Vheii receiving the freedom he "was able, from his 
double experience, happily to express his belief that 
in the practical work done in municipal life a man gets, 
a quicker return than from work done in Parliament. 


I It Iiad been arranged that Mr. Gladstone would 
come to Dalmeny on October 20th, for the toil of 
four large meetings, and a series of drives through his 
Constituency, varied with short speeches, on the days 
of relaxation. Lord Rosebery had to write his bitter 
disappointment at the loss of the visit ; he had looked 
forward to this campaign with pride and pleasure., 

; : &i. first Lady Rosebery’s malady pursued its 
ordinary course, with high fever but strength well 
maintained. The children went, two at first to Dr. 
Donaldson’s hospitable roof at St. Andrews, two to the 
castle close by. Lady Leeonfield was her brother’s 
support through the phases of alternating confidence 
and terror, which reached a climax on October 25th, 
when the doctors thought the end was near. The 
patient faced it calmly, and the two were together all 
day^tafidng of many things. She sent a message to a 
London friend whose illness was declared to be the 
same as hers. The next day she rallied, the symptoms 
that had alarmed the physicians proving to be salu- 
tary, iand she seemed to be marvellously better. Her 
illness had moved many to sympathy, even outside 
;hef large circle of acquaintance — within it there was 
affectionate anxiety. Cecil Spring-Rice had been one 
of Rosebery’s' official private secretaries at the Foreign 
Office, ; He was the reverse of sentimental, but a 
staiuieh-. friend. He wrote to Ronald Ferguson on, 
October 27th, “ I do hope Lady Rosebery’s, illness 
is taking a good turn. I don’t know any. one who 
deserves so well of fate as she does.” 1 •. ■/,; \ r ■' 

v-y Tlie .first : fortnight of November found the doctors 
yyell satisfied, though recovery w r as not in sight. 

'Fetters and friendships, vol. i, p. 109. , , •- £ ' ' ”■ 
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Rosebery was able to wear, a brave face; as this letter ; / 
shows: • '-y.; 

Dalmeny Park, Edinburgh,^ ' November 1890'.'^’^* 


“ My deae Me. Gladstone, *' 

“Your unexpected letter this morning gave ./me/ the ;/ 
greatest pleasure. I fully appreciate what you. say about// 
Hannah’s illness being so near the heart of things during the ; . 
late campaign : and if I could have avoided sending that e’ 
telegram on that initial Saturday how gladly would, I haveV 
done so. After Hannah, I thought most of you -and tlic^ 
strain of speaking with so cruel a drain of sympathy; -V/:/;// 
“ As to the campaign itself, of the speeches., and the 
effect produced I hear nothing but good. I reserve the 
perusal of Hartington for a rainy day — a rainier even than - 
to-day : in fact indefinitely. I should like to have seen you-;': 
at the Glen, where you must have had a time only; dess/ 
agitating than the baronet’s. I hear Margot put you through .; 
a most searching cross-examination, and I am sure that youi// 
faculty of admiration was not suffered to rest. But I regards 
the Glen as the most perfect of all modern country houses, ' 
architecturally speaking. • , \ 

“ I have been printing an old list of the Jacobites involved 
in the 1745 affair, and giving it to the Scottish Historical :. 
Society (of which you should be a member). A particularly A 
choice copy was being prepared for you, when it was dis-y 
covered that the index was imperfect — the pivot of the whole ; 
thing. So now I wail among my broken potsherds 
now for the bouquet — Hannah’s progress is absolutely;;, 
uninterrupted. ! 


Yr. affly., 

•• . /v“ AR/’/B. 


And the ill wind blew away one painful misunder- / 
standing. The intimacy of Rosebery and Hartington; ^: 
had been based on community of many friendships and :;.’, 
many tastes . In political warfare Hartington’s broadly: 
sword cut deep and true ; his admiration for the wrisf/v 
play of Rosebery’s rapier was unbounded . His^ mind 
moved surely but not fast ; and, as was shown in the 
/fiscal controversy thirteen years • later,- / be ./diddnot 
always anticipate the effect that his own actioh 'Wqiild v; 
produce on others. He now wrote to . Ms . friend: a y 
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ietfbr' bf sympathy with his . trouble and of inquiry 
abbiit the cooling off of their personal relations. 
Wlieh they had last met on the neutral territory of. 
.Sandringham Hartington said to a fellow-guest, “ I 
think Rosebery really hates me,” which was the 
opposite of true ; but this letter shows how deeply 
the younger friend had been hurt. An easy-going 
man' might have let the occasion pass with a shrug. 
Rosebery never shrugged his shoulders, and he took 
it seriously, as he did everything of which he thought 
at- all. ‘ : . 1 


■Private. . Dalmeny Park, November 7th, 1890 . 

“My deae IIaetington, > 

Thanks for your letter. I have no difficulty in. giving 
‘you. the 'explanation, you ask for in terms so kind. 

A v‘ : It ■ never occurred to me that a difference of opinion as 
to the proper course to pursue with regard to Ireland in 1886, 
.could affect our friendship in the slightest degree. Nor did 
■ it, so far as I know. 

• But in 1887 I was asked to stand for the rectorship of 

• Glasgow. I do not like rectorships as they entail rectorial 
p addresses. But when I saw that you and the other Unionist 

leaders warmly approved the idea of such a candidature, but 
;hiore especially, you, I thought it my duty not to avoid the. 
y opportunity; of re-uniting the Liberal party even in so small 
matter. And so I stood. But within, a day dr two of the 
<j,ekctidh; you; published another letter urging your followers- 
4to; Vote against me. I offered to bet 100 to 1 that that 
Ufbiterpvas not genuine. But it was. It was not for me, to 
:f judge whether it was fair or not. I could only he clear of one 
Pthihg—thatit waS not the act of a friend. And as a frien^T— 
k'mwlragamst- my. will— I ceased to regard you. c.v‘ \'i- 
Ihypiterof the letter I was elected, but by the form of 
ultimate decision rested with the, chancelloi-U 

He gave his vote;t'6Vmy 
y PPP?* 10 ^ ? {^though he was in a minority, and although, he 
■‘■:pYas ;thatvL6rd . Lofton who had been most reprobated by 
•i.eyefy; branch of the Liberal party. But on that I lay no 
.. stress, nor do I, wish to hold you in any degree,. responsible^ 
•p^f^^btihihg-Tbr .the ,’election, and after your seebndilet ter . 

that transaction eiifered’ihto my : 
;;Souh'p; : ::y-v.-b : b : .. . * 
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“ There 1 you have. brought this outpouring caused by, the 
re-opening of an old wound, oh-, yourself * ’or :i'>;purd;ap6logis6: : 
for the length of this letter.- V-. V •••; d.'h'by-;; 

■ ■ ■ “Believe 

■ ■ “.Very sincerely,^ 

■ , ' ' • ... - 'V; :.y:X 


Evidently Hartington, knowing that the. dontest-fpr^ 
the rectorship was political, treated his own inter- / 

. vention as that of a political leader. Personal con- X 
siderations did not arise, any more than they would 
in a debate in Parliament. The Chancellor, Lofd A 
Stair, doubtless thought the same. He was an old 
family friend of Rosebery’s, but he was a very strong 
Unionist and felt entitled to give his casting vote to ah | 
ally. But there was this difference, which Hartington 
at the time did not apprehend, it seemedy :.;TheX:: 
Chancellor had a duty to fulfil, and carried out the 
obligation conscientiously, possibly wi tl 1 relu ctance. ) 
But Hartington had no more official or local connection 
with Glasgow than with the North Pole, so that his : 
intervention seemed purely gratuitous. -X HoweveryX: 
these candid explanations cleared the air and the close 
friendship was renewed in full vigour."" ' v’*; 'V-X 
- The first half of November seemed a little' brighter.- y 
One or two intimate friends came, and Herbert X 
... , Bismarck made a short stay. The bulletins became V 
more satisfactory, but Rosebery could not feel greatly.; ; 

^ relieved; He wrote to Mr. Gladstone on the 17th : 

, “ My invalid progresses slowly if indeed \at.all,; ^ 'To 

y .mind she has not. done well for some days,; but .the. pundits^ 
continue to issue reassuring bulletins, more or less, so that . 
I suppose I ought to be reassured. It cannot be far from the . . 
fiftieth day of fever, and how the human .frame- resist's suchy 
, a strain is more than I can understand.”: . 

v:*rr:. 'Oil the very. -next day the brave resistance failed;^ 
; I caiinot help interposing a vivid personal reeollec-XX 
. tion. I had been going to Dahneny on. October 18fhy ; 
' . Xy; for a quiet Sunday, to remain on blrrough : Mr. Glad- : 
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stone’s.canipaign, which was to begin after his arrival 
oh -Iddnday. Now, exactly a month later, I was to. 
spend a few days, quiet in a different way, but help- 
;ing; as I hoped, to divert my kind friend’s thoughts 
into other channels while the beloved patient’s slow 
recovery went on. On arriving at the station I was 
given axt agonized note telling me that she was in a 
•.most critical state, and I went on south in deep 
Tsorrow. There was indeed a bare twenty-four hours 
of real anxiety before the end came, 
u The; broken emotions of the next few days, spent 
with the grieving children, cannot be detailed here. 
It was settled that the funeral should be in the Jewish 
cemetery at Willesden, for Hannah Bosebery re- 
gained a loyal daughter of her aneient faith. The 
cCfemony was on November 25th, when all the 
Rothschilds and most of Rosebery’s colleagues of the 
Cabinet and of the County Council attended. At a 
Jewish funeral only men are present. Sir Henry 
Ponsonby, who was there on behalf of the Queen, wrote 
'her a full account of the grave simple service and of 
Rosebery’s self-control : “ He wishes to show in 
: public that he is able to put aside his sorrow, but in 

• private he breaks down.” The Queen’s motherly 
i .solicitude was offered to any troubled heart, but 
.specially to one who, like Rosebery, looked up to her 
'with knightly devotion. She had thoroughly liked 
Lady Rosebery, so could write with comprehending: 
sympathy. His acknowledgment of her letter tells 
the story of the thoughts that crowded on his mind 
'at this supreme moment. 

y~r.y. *; - Mentmore, November 28 th, 1890 . 

•!. ‘ Madasi, . ; 

• ■ ij;'] I have I. confess found the greatest difficulty in addressing . 

. myself 1° the duty of acknowledging Your Majesty’s ..most J 
•. gracious letter. Five or six times have I begun and.iaid ;- 
ii^b'whvthe pen. But Your Majesty’s indulgence, the fruit 
fear, of sad experience, has deigned to allow me a pause; . I 
r imd; howevpr that delay is fatal in this ease, and that ; the 

• ./apsepf ithhe only makes it more difficult to write. T dearly, 
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loved my wife, and our home was happiness itself r hut I ; V : 
only now know what I have lost, and each new day represents : -? 
a new desolation. ' .yy y.v 

“I need not speak of her illness, for Your Majesty was : 
better informed of its various stages than, I was. ' a T he only tv 
circumstance of interest that I can supply, is this : that oh • t 
October 25, when she was given over she knew of her danger 
and was then able with calm courage to have a long con- , 
versation with me, as it were in the hand and presence ' of ./*££ 
death, and which was, so to speak, her dying messageyy 
Afterwards her recovery was so rapid that we dismissed the 
thought of danger, and for the last ten days she was delirious, V > 
so that that last solemn talk is a great comfort. On me, and • V 
I think on my sister, the end came as a surprise, for the 
recuperative power had been unfailing : and v r e w T ere perhaps 
dazed with the length and alternations of the illness, as the ; ; 
day of her death was the fiftieth of her fever. : . . ■ 

“ I very humbly assure Your Majesty that Your Majesty’s,- , 
constant signs of sympathy were of priceless value to my,/;; - 
patient, who ever cherished an ardent affection for Your : 
Majesty ; and who, on her bed of intolerable discomfort 
(rather than pain) was inexpressibly solaced by Your Majesty’s 
tender solicitude. It is impossible to over-estimate’ - ' they;, 
pleasure, in sickness or in health, that Your Majesty’s; mark: 
of kindness gave to my wife. \ v / .; ■ t 

“To turn to another source of strength arid comfort -y 
I would venture to say that what my sister has been to both 
of us in this long agony, God only knows. y :/■ ; ((y 

“ There is, however, one incident of this tragedy only less ; 
painful than the actual loss ; which is that at the moment, of • _ 
death the difference of creed makes itself felt, and another 
religion steps in to claim the corpse. It was inevitable, and 
I do not complain : and my wife’s family have been inbre: 7 y 
than land. But none the less is it exquisitely painful. : ‘y 
“Your Majesty has passed but too often, through they'' | 
Valley of the Shadow of Death, and will understand me when 
I say that there seem to me only two consolations. ^Theonet,' 
that the Almighty and All Good has certainly ordained aU for >' 
the best. And the other that love, such as my. wife’s, caniiot ; 
perish ; that it is with me as much as my skin or (the. air I', :/, 
breathe ; and that so it must be to the end. Great love I 
firmly believe never dies or rims dry, but is part of the poor . : . 
heritage of mankind. (y .w’v'C 

“ It is also a melancholy pleasure to witness the universal 
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of affeetidn ; :Tyliich ;slie 

i- 1 .1 i.T^,„k+- ;-.i>-i/iAnf/>To>ic1x7 i><^/>iiTrm1 nf r>rl" nllrtvnnnrl tlPTV :; ■■:, 



: iiS;Coiitamed- in- the lines' Your Majesty wr6te in\mx:;wifc’s 
%l faiTn. ' ftnrl; the lighting , upon which has giyenme';tHe/desir( 

^^ife.^-n{ght-f*- ‘ - " ;'AV.V.v: 

‘ *“1 hold it true whate’er befall, ■ .• '■■ 

: '•'• ; I feel it when I sorrow, most, .' • • i 
- :" ' • . *Tis better to have loved and lost •• ..jrj 
Than never to have loved at all.’ . ■ 



njYoUhMajesty less my Sovereign than the wife who has known 
fytlietsame sorrow and deigns from the sad summit of .heir. 

; fexpmehce to associate herself with those that grieve, below, 

: .Aiid I am, ; , '• ; '" . 'J: 

: vv Xv”:‘ “ Your Majesty’s . ' ’ V 

“ devoted Servant and subject,' *. ...w •: 
*Sv.;’ • “ Rosebery, .v 

\:;~f ‘‘;fwcmld' venture to beg that Her Royal Highness Princess 
,;|Beatfiee;. would be pleased to accept my thanks for her:, 
[gracious sympathy.” , 

:j y :f -^5Vhat.the memory of that long intimate talk •iri^tii|> ( 
-midst of the illness meant to the bereaved, husband is 
a-.letter of the same time to Mrs.jDrdjv 

"i S':; Kr,Qh foetdber 25th we believed that she was dying arid’shb 
g3^e^,pf:otnr'beUef: She bore herself with so beautifhl. ajnd- 
£ ^pathetic 'a^ "calmthat it remains with me as the most. exquisite 
Jipj^eihjpfyt.bf' niy, life. And so, when it came to the pomtirhcr 
quenched the fear of death.” v. 

|^^^t;0efore • (Christmas - the Queen again wwtdte,, 
i ; lmmvjhg from her own .repeated experience how 
: {.pbi^hBt to the : stricken heart is the ..coming of that 

T. COOOAn i l llA r\ i+i 4 ^ ~ vl ... 1 l 7 ‘ i.1 * *' . '* A *1 ■/". ' 



: ^n-paheh‘.aonpw no%v. ; Thi-eh 6f the ; hieiids. 
/have themselves .^passed • awayt>^The 
^procession passes swiftly oh from the. seen; to the .unseen * 
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and. while we are still straining to catch the last glimpse of ■ 
one we loved., another has gone : and we begin to feel that our 
hearts and our interests are not here, but in the great silence.”- 

Thus closed a chapter of Rosebery’s life — perhaps 
the best chapter, because, though the succeeding years 
brought him high honours, “ great place,” successes 
in oratory and hi letters, and some friendships that 
grew in value, he remained a lonely man. To have 
complete, unquestioning confidence in anybody was 
his chiefest difficulty. He came near it with one or 
two of his friends ; but he only achieved it in perfec- 
tion with her. She had seemed to be of sound con- 
stitution, with promise of a long life. Once or twice 
she suffered from fainting attacks, but they were not 
thought serious. But at the end of the year 1890 the 
London doctor who had treated her told Rosebery 
news that in a way brought some comfort, if cpmfort 
it could be called — that she had suffered from a fatal 
malady which must have carried her off within two 
years. 

How real and deep his affection for her was the 
world outside did not realise. A great heiress always „ 
has to surmount the critics’ doubts whether she her- 
self, or her possessions, constitute the central fact of 
her marriage. But apart from this, Rosebery’s 
maimer to her in public was sometimes abrupt, and 
he now and then seemed impatient of her obvious 
devotion to himself. Obvious it -was, as when, for 
instance, her "wish to hear the epigram with which he 
w r as delighting one side of the table, made her ignore 
the existence of her neighbour at the other. But any 
such irritation sprang from the shy element. in Rose- 
bery ; and nobody who saw the two together at home, 
or in a small congenial party, could doubt the affec- 
tion as w r ell as the comprehension that united them. 
Nor could such a one fail to find what good company 
she was. She was also a writer of excellent letters, 
full of just the nev'S and gossip that her correspondent 
■would like to hear told. 
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intimate friends. As. he wrote to- Reginald Brett 
(Becember 15th) : “ I should greatly like to sec you, 
if anybody. Bat the fact is I am antigregaxious just 
now, and perhaps morose.'' He Tead much, because 
•he always read, and he was deep in the eighteenth 
ceiitury, because the Life of Pitt was in view. But 
lie wrote to me that he could not find much solace, 
iri reading any poetry, even “ In Memoriam.? *.:■ 
vt Just at the same time died one of Rosebery’s 
favourite companions, Harry Tyrwliitt. He was gaiety 
• personified,' and even when rapid consumption claimed 
■lum as its victim he remained imperturbable, humor- 
ous, and refusing to be an invalid, only talking of a 
troublesome cough. , He was the most conspicuous of 
a light-hearted group that, in those eighties which the: 
present generation believes were so solemn ;:and 
.decorous; turned night into day and yet by day were 
"everywhere.' Each of them might have, said; with the 
•■dyin'gr'versifier : >•. . 

Life’s opening chapter pleased me well;". 

•'•'£<*? Iwirasdly Itjjmad- the pajga i, ‘ . ;. •• • /?■ ; 

Ispoiled the volume : who can tell 
\* ■ 'What might have been my Lost Old Age v 


^ Betweeit Rosebery and public life the curtain re? 
mained drawn throughout the year 1891. He. made 
■ no speeches either in the House or on the platform; 
But his politicaV friends did not want to lose him, and 
Gladstone in particular kept him in strict view;.; 'In 
•April -he wnote to Rosebery for his opinion about the 
wacahk Liberal leadership in the House bf/>Lords, 
suggesting that it : might remain vacant. d Rosebery ^ 
[rdpfied^at oiiee (April 12th), t strongly objectiiig, .'bn 
: the grounds that without a chief the little party, of 
tiiiidy. or forty would drop to pieces. , : They must have 
; a rallying-point— adeader cliosen by theniselyes, ; who 
would hot heceSsarily be the principal figure in a iiew 
; ^oyernment.; j tiord : Granville V;;^dahce;rliad;}Leen: 
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consummate, but an occasional division on a question 
of principle might have been a good ■ 

“ He did not like to reveal the nakedness -pi the land. ;:?-'. 
But that nakedness is notorious, and there is a -sense, of;??, 
notoriety and responsibility attaching to a vote in a small 
minority which is not so disagreeable, I suspect, aS is generally 
supposed.” , - 

• In reply to his chief’s acquiescence he wrote again 
from Madrid (April 16 th) : ';•??? 

“ What has been done seems to me a very fair arrangement. •. V 
There will be a head to the party or rump ; and Kimberley, 
who is an admirable debater and accustomed to the House of 
Lords, will, I have no doubt, keep the remnant together.” 


In the early summer he saw Mr. Gladstone twice in?. ? 
London, and Campbell-Bannerman once, but that was 
all. During his stay abroad he wrote to his chief 
Gastein : " • V ?'■? : ? 

July 16th, 1891,. :> 

“ 1. I am entirely in agreement with you as to. the para- 
mount necessity of holding aloof from the Triple Alliance,"? 
or any other such engagement ; for the same reason for which 
I am hostile to the Channel tunnel : — that I am anxious to > : 
obtain the full advantage of the insular position with which y? 
Providence has endowed us. ‘ ' y. ; 

“ 2. In saying this I lean neither to the right nor. to the ?? 
left — neither to Germany nor to France. My wishes;; and 
sympathy are entirely with whichever side most ' promotes: ; V 
peace. •■?'",???;: % 

“ 3. I do not think that Salisbury has given or, can have . 
given any tangible support or adhesion to the Triple Alliance;: ?? 
for he is a very different Salisbury to the Foreign Minister of y? 
1878 or the Prime Minister of 1885. Should he have done so,, 
he will have ruined liis reputation as a British Foreign - 
Minister. • A'?? ????? 

“4. For my part I am content with Fergusson’s 1 last ' y 
answer ; and so, I thought, was the House of Commons., y- ;, y ? 

1 Sir James Fergusson, 6th Bart. (1832-1907). M.P. 1854-68,- and? 
1885-1906; Governor of New Zealand 1873, and BomhayJ: 1880 ; y 
Under-Secretary for India 1886-7, and for Foreign Affairs 1886-91''; ": 
Postmaster-General 1891-2. '■ - - A 
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: . “ We discussed -every"’ .imaginable subject' >fepm'Ua-/iist '-’'‘ ; 
brought down by, Mr. G, Egypt/ as to, which I said that 
A the Government which simultaneously gave Home RuleloV; 
i . Ireland and evacuated Egypt would be a bold one, finance, : 

■ etc. etc.” - b V. : - 

. ■ v On the next day Mr. Gladstone came to. Mentniore. 

“After dinner, Mr. G. in the amber room hoped that I 
should soon find it possible to return to public life. On this ■ i '.\ 
we talked with some fulness. He was emphatic on the point ' 
that when one had attained to a certain point in politics it 
was not possible to retire.” . ; 

The old . year ended by the transport of the whole 
party to Petworth to greet the new one in an atmo- 
sphere of loving companionship. 

It was rough snowy weather after the New Year ; --: 
and until Rosebery started alone for Milan on January ;.. 
17th. It was equally cold there, though dry during;, ., 
the week of his stay, when for the first time he was ; 
able to devote himself to the picture galleries and the ; 
library. He wrote : \ 

“Spent some of the day with Leonardo’s Last Supper. y. 
What a divine legacy for a man to leave. Its very damaged '.;. .. 
condition makes it more venerable and striking. The . 
Christ is the fated, weary man of sorrows. On each side;'. 
Leonardo has introduced alternative figures of Christ,— as if 
to show that it was not for want of realising the possible 
types that he has chosen the one that he has. The one is 
the soft almost feminine angelic face, — on the right. On the/ : 
left is the keen, suffering, brilliant face. But Leonardo has 
chosen best.” ■: : ; 

He passed on to Brindisi, where he saw an Austrian- 
Lloyd steamer which one of the Vienna Rothschilds 
had lined for his own use “ waiting by the wdiarf for 
him, blazing with electric light. It has been there 
. these eight days. I entered my oil-lit vessel at 
1 a.m.” He preferred the full journey by . Cape.' - 
Matapan to the short cut from Patras, and: thence, had 
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am 'reading .Gibbon and Casanova through. The latter . 
-■is Vunexpressibly long, but is ah. extraordinary, picture of 
limners arid morals in the eighteenth century, which should 
hot he banished because of the occasional obscenity, which is 
)no. worse than Smollett, and is not in all the eight volumes 
f-’eqtial to a page of Zola. After reading Casanova no explana- 
-; tioh is necessary of the fall of Venice. She had evidently 
V: fallen /long before Napoleon arrived : he only picked her out 
- /of ; a dunghill.” 


h He found Athens a French provincial town with a 
h /German Sehloss tacked on to the Acropolis, and seeing 
I: /. the troops drilling, felt confirmed in the wisdom of his . 

; /f .discouragmg action in 1886. But he visited all, the - 
/) . great historic temples and theatres, in close detail,, not 
; .less than Scliliemann’s extraordinary spoil from 
/ -.Myceme. .Marathon had a personal message for him . 

• - from •;•: liis happy Christ Church days, as well as its . 

) : famous old story. . - ‘ ; , 


3/S ;)‘)T started at 9 for Marathon with the same coachman- who 
tbok poor /Fred Vyner, He had little if anything new to- telly v))-) 
;^,;i-thpught thepeasantry looked hungrily at me as I went;: and, ' ; "f ; ) 
|)); regretfully as- 1 returned. Tliis may have been fancy,’?.. We - v : 
f| Estopped) oh the bridge where Fred and liis party were':’’; :’ 

; eapforedv J; 

-t.Alas 1/ Alas ! We thought it an excellent joke; at the 3 ;'; ... 
v^tihie,; and. were only undeceived by his murder. Marathon/ ; 

^.little mound with excavations like a gravel pit in .the// , , : v / 
to;)midst of a parochial plain like a village common. I lunched));;;'; 
Vx)^n.;^e)M6uhjd .and meditated Sagely on fame.” , ( ;• / )).',/■- 

^/);t’ made more pilgrimages to the Acropolis; wprked-) ) ) 
;■ /;ph the) character of Pitt, and “had cuttlefish for ))) 

. )); luncheon, a ; great delicacy here. - But I could hot eat -;) 
)),/picMa?;e : . with) enjoyment.” He started for; Siriily ):f) 
")8th)y. and found snow falling' and /Lent > : 

.^/ beginning. ) Sq - lieV hastened on; to : Naples) ^here ;^ -,/ 
;S:;:.:yere:Italiah friends tb greet him, but he: Had said the / 

to. the go.dmothef of His;' earfy/;.N^plHs:^|' 
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days, Lady Holland. She died in London in. Septem-: 
ber 1889. It- was still wintry, = : but he ivas busy, v ' 
because, besides his customary visits to book-shops 
and curiosity shops, the idea of a Naples villa was Vi 
maturing in his mind, and he visited various houses, y; 
all unsuitable, under the care of , a young Italian ' , 
friend who knew every palace and every inhabitant of 
every palace. Herbert Bismarck arrived, but after 
some five days the weather broke again, so Rosebery : ; 
went on to Rome and Venice. All this time he.had;K r 
been reading Gibbon : u Wliat a solid dignified piece 
of work, with his buffoon face smiling a fat smile of; 
smug raillery now and then.” He never felt well. . ; 
at Venice, and after two days there the sight of a 
party of English acquaintances goaded him on to. ay- 
direct journey to London, where he found his children^;' 
dumb with astonishment at his arrival. He made .;i 
the Durdans his headquarters, riding most days, : 
spending time with the children and noting the ;f 
different ways in which they were changed by the . 
break-up of home. He was restless and slept badly 
Mr. Gladstone came one day, and they tadked^qf- kt 
thousand things ; and Rosebery often saw Canon';' 
Rogers, now at Mickleham. The last day of March// 
brought the death of Lord Granville. '''yry VD-V,: 


“ Alas ! Alas ! No man can fill, or ever I think take an 
interest in, the place he filled so conspicuously. well ;iii ? the ; 
House of Lords.” . C. ' ’ ‘ • 

A day or two later: >, 


“ After dinner drove to John Morley’s to take him at lus ;C : 
word as to coming with me. to GranvilleV funeral to-moi ; rowl;,; 
It is extraordinarily kind of him. Sat with him till il; 15 .^\Vb 


His friend knew the pang that it must be for him to 
stand so soon at another graveside; The next day 
Reginald Brett came for a great part of it> full of h; 
kindness ; and then Rosebery started off again' -dof a?^ 
' foreign tour. Kindness greeted; him again at Paris,-/ ; 
v where Baron Alphonse de Rothschild ohered him; . 
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or of liis (Cannes 

carried : out his plan, of passing on to Biarritz. It 
was stormy there, and on the second day he wrote, 
^Sj)ainds tempting,” and on the fifth, “ Spain is not 
only tempting, but has tempted successfully.” He 
reached Madrid on April 15th, and was taken care; of by 
Sir Clare Ford, whose inherited knowledge of Spanish 
hit made him a perfect guide to the galleries and 
shmptuous. palaces. But he went to the Escorial alone. 

.’■“It did not disappoint even my expectations, yet I had 
come; to Spain on purpose to see it. Grey, and grim with a. 
bleak mountain range behind, and a wilderness like the sage 
briish country of the Rocky Mountains around, it is the most 
sublime sepulchre for the quick and the dead ever devised 
by. man. For the dead alone the Taj is of course supreme. 
The Church, more especially if the frescoes were removed 
and Cellini’s Christ placed over the high altar, is internally 
, the most expressive church I have ever entered ; with its 
cruei grey granite and its crushing silence it is the very valley 
of tlie shadow of death. The Escorial is the gloomy, and 
costly embodiment of Philip IPs character and reign— -one 
of the most interesting and wonderful things in the world.”., 

2- Since his calamity Rosebery had lived ; at his 
beautiful homes, and had visited some of the most 
beautiful places in Europe. But nothing had suited; 
his mood so well as the Escorial, To borrow ThohiaS 
Hardy’s plangent phrases : ... ■ ' V-2.2 

Yf, “-Fair prospects wed happily with fair times ; but. alhs, 

, i| ; f imps be not fail’ 1 Men have oftener suffered from the; 
mockery of a place too smiling than from the oppression, of 
s^rpundings too sadly tinged,” • ' 

2v;Si5 Glare .took him to Toledo, where they ;; Were 
received by all the magnates of the province, civil and 
military. ; “ The (too) civil ones remain with us all 
:oay, and I caii understand the anguish of Royalty.”; 
i^yith. the ; Ambassador he also attended a’ bull-fightt 
and foimd — ' • - - ' • - A 

* By judicious .shutting of my . eyes during tlie horse scene 
;pne; can enjoy a bullfight very well. There was one mi: 
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f 5 .... comparable matador Rafael graced; 

coolness and dexterity made-one . in love with -bullfighting.’’ /. £ 


; The next day he came on a large crowd following;* 
an arrest, as he thought : . - 


“ But it turned out to be, between two obsequipus gentle-'' ;;; 
men, smiling with condescension, Guerrita.” " '' ;'v* ■/:**;*** 


Then to Cordova and the delights of Seville, where 
the cathedral was in the course of reparation, but he 
was able to see its gorgeous treasures, the Alcazar, . 
and the gallery of Murillos. Also the cigarette y 
factory : , ... ' 


“ Myriads of young virgins with babies. Statue over/; 
entrance with trumpet— to be blown whenever real;. virgin;.; 
enters.” _ j 

Also more than one variety of olla. After a few more ; 
days at Madrid Rosebery returned to France, laden 
with some attractive purchases from Madrid and y 
Seville curiosity shops. On the way home he spent a / 
day at Fontainebleau, which he had never seen,:’ 
and found the forest quite equal to his expectations;* 
His driver, a furious Bonapartist, who had served/ 
with BourbaM, admitted that “ President Carnot . 
» greatly strengthened the Republic by spending his; ; 
/. ‘ money and giving without regard to party ihnharity.:’// 
. He emphasised the last. “But,” he, said, “all .'wet; 
demand is peace. We will never go to war ' again. 
unless attacked.” “ Not even for the provinces 
. . “ No, no,” he cried. “This is what I have always. 

: ; /believed to be the real feeling of the peasantryvin* 
’.(/France.” -/ r ’ ’ ,/ 

•i- / And the event proved that Rosebery was' right../ *// 

' He returned to the Durdans, to unsettled(weatl^ril( 
V and to many sleepless nights. These sometimes ; 

* 4W ve him to ride at six in the morning, or even , 
/ : '/ earlier. Thus passed May and early June, and oil 
; : ,1 the doctor’s recommendation he started for Marien- / 

. ; bad/ not as yet made fashionable for loyal Britons by - 
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the presence of their .Sovereign. Pausing at Brussels,' ’-Xi A 
;He; ^visited the picture gallery: ' "VA 


'' ^‘iThete was a portrait of Alva by A; Moro exactly like A 
Reay. Dutch pictures do not appeal to me: faithful re- ' J 
- productions of the aspects of humanity which we most wish . 

/to forget.” 


. At Marienbad he began by over walking, and was 
depressed by wet weather. His good friends the 
:) Butler Duncans arrived, and became his companions 
- in more measured excursions. At the beginning of 
July : 


“ This morning I woke for the first time unfatigued. The 
moment I appeared on the parade Mr. and Mrs. Duncan 
separately and without agreement exclaimed, ‘ Why, how 
‘ well you look this morning ! 5 So much for one good night.” 


General de Galliffet also appeared at the baths. 
“ He conies to thin himself : though he is not very 
fat ‘a soldier is never thin enough ” 

Rosebery’s cure ivas to be completed at Gastein in 
fresher air, and during his fortnight there he was able 
.;to indulge his passion for walking without overdoing 
.•.it, except on one occasion when, in a severe tramp of 
T over four hours, he climbed a hill perpendicularly for 
•..• v vvwo hours, and had to leave off before reaching the 
..f top for fear of being benighted. 

. . He was back in England by the beginning of August;. 

} to find two more causes for sorrow. His stepfather 
, d y iri S’ longing to be released, but lingering; on, 
:;^tiil the twenty-first of the month. He and Rosebery.; 

■ always been on affectionate terms, and Rosebery' 1 
.;;,rnever wrote to his mother without a message, u Doye 
: % Hike.” He was a man of dry manner, somc- 

y : vtini'es speaking of politics with old-fashioned porri- : 

he never deserved anything but respect;/- 
Sff 1 Cory described how in a quiet visit at, Battld- 
. he enjoyed the plain dignified talk of his host, . He Had X 
. : Always beep, a rich man, and of late years one of theC 
, .Richest m England, but avoided any sort of ostefitaA 
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tion. He was buried at Raby, . : amid a crowd of 
younger relatives between whom his millions iwere : 
divided. Rosebery of course escorted; his mother;- 
and had, to act as momentary host, for nobody knew 
to whom the inheritance would fall. When leaving,- •/ 
Rosebery left this note for his mother 


Rady Castle, August 3ist, : isdl. 

“ My dearest Mother, " ' .. . 

“ I must write a line to thank you for these .two happy 
• days, for such they have been to me. I cannot recollect. that y , 
we have ever been two days alone together in our lives, and : i '’ 
I have enjoyed them greatly : the more, as, widowed mother . ; ,'v 
and widowed son, the hand of God has brought us so near to di; 
each other. If my staying has been any solace to you it will : K 
be an additional pleasure. . . \ 

“ I need not say how great a happiness it will be to me to : 
be of assistance to you, and how entirely I and my. children. ?•; 
and my houses will be at your service. 

“ Your loving son,' .'4^: 

' • ' “’AK..”^ % 









• CHAPTER XIII ’ 

•County council: general election: foreign 
•]’ . _ office : labouchere 

; " Early in the new year (1892) Rosebery took advantage 
of his freedom for a jaunt to Italy, Naples of course 
being the main point. There was snow at Milan 
followed by a drizzle, so he hurried south, and found 
. ; his adored city bathed in sunshine — which was far 
from being a certainty. Sir Thomas Farrer, one of 
the bright lights of the Civil Service, and an old friend, 
was there, and Rosebery spent much time with him. , 
On most days they sat and talked for an hour or more. 

. Rosebery made a number of not distant excursions, - 
and visited several villas, including the Villa Dela- h. 
hante, to the charms of which he was destined soon $ 
to succumb. Two days at Rome were mainly spent 
in the company of Lord Dufferin and his family at 
; , the Embassy. 

/ February 2nd. — “ To St. Peter’s. I really think that the 
Church of the Escorial on the whole is more terribly impressive, • 

more' Overwhelming. Walked to the Ara Coeli in honour of 
;h - Gibbon (they were saying vespers), to the Capitol, the Forum, h : ' 
V- . and Palace of the Caesars.” ; " 

L'i'v ; It. will be recalled that Rosebery resigned the Chair- ' .' 

. manship of the County Council in July 1890;. and V- 
.y- : now that new elections were pending in March he • 
to becom( r a candidate. He had already.^ 
ir January 11th) explained to the electors for the City vC 
since contests this time would evidently.' be on '— >*• 
apolitical lines, whereas he had stood on non-political C . 
g’ 0U} lds, he could not now appear there as a candidate. . -C 
- forge’s in the East, comprising, the district CC! 
V 'notorious as Ratcliff Highway, appealed htri'vhia 

I 03 ; t b ® worbers an d invited him to stand. > ; : 

• ^^^Cpephned, but in doing so issued what amounted W 'v'C 

’ • 383 " • ; ", f ’.'Y'V': /"y>v 
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a manifesto • defining his ■ , policy for , /London. ' He/J 
demanded the removal, of petty restrictions on ex- 
penditure, the control of the water /supply, ' the re- ■ 
adjustment of rates, the control of the police, and, 
as infinitely the most important, the union . of th e City. / 
and County with as little , friction as possible, so. as. .to ' 
create a London Council in fact as well as in name. 

V; The development of London, as we all know, ;has ; : . 
not followed these lines; more especially, perhaps, 
owing to the almost fantastically rapid growth- of 
outer London than for any other reason, 


• ' All through the spring Rosebery was in frequent y 
communication with Mr. Jolm Benn, his close ally in 
,//. Council politics. He attended a dinner given, by Sir 
, John Lubbock, his successor as Chairman, and several 
,', 'r meetings held on behalf of Progressive candidates. / 
At one of these for the City of London, with Pre- : 
y bend ary Rogers in the Chair (April 30 th), he developed 
by the theses of his manifesto, carefully guarding. himself 
• against the * supposition that he was attacking the 
. ■/vv City of London, but definitely forecasting the abolition 
of the Corporation as a separate existence within a . 
short time. For once his gift of prognosis was .Quite:- / 
at fault. • • ■ : 


/On the following evening John Morley presided over 
. a great meeting in St. James’s Hall, Sir Charles Russell 
and many other Members of Parliament being on the 
y y /platform. Rosebery spoke at length in defence of 
i ; ; \the Council against the hostile criticisms Of LordXros ? / '] 
•V and Sir Henry James. It was these attacks, lie said, 
i : - which had made him leave, the shadow where he was. 

. To his hearers he seemed somewhat aged and. tired,; ; 
/ and showed signs of unaccustomed nervousness. • r 
, : Meanwhile Mr. Benn had not been idle. As bandit -> 

... ; date for East Finsbury, a workers’ constituency, he 
t / persuaded it without difficulty, and Rosebery with 
yC, •: a ; great deal, that the late Chairman would, make/ 
•7;:-. ydbim am admirable colleague. The passive . candidate '■< 
merely stipulated freedom from meetings and can-/ 
; ; ; yassing. . He was duly elected by a majority of /over a / 
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thousand, and the Progresssives won a goodly victory 
throughout London. _ When thanking the electors 
at" a meeting in the Cierkenwell Road (March 14th') he 
dwelt on the present impossibility of non-political w 
candidatures, bantered the Liberty and Property 
Defence League, and then spoke seriously of the 
' coming reorganisation of the Council, pleading for 
an unpaid executive, and with deep conviction of the 
need for a unified London. 

At the first meeting of the Council Rosebery was 
invited to resume the Chairmanship, and agreed to 
do so for a time, describing himself as a stopgap for 
the weeks needed for reorganising the conduct of 
business. He soon (March 22nd) indicated in detail 
the directions in which the Council would have to 
decide between different methods of prescribing the 
functions of its Chairman, the size of its committees, 
its financial policy, etc. 

On June 27th he wrote resigning the post of .Chair- 
man, explaining that the work for which he had given 
his help to the Council was in a fair way towards 
completion. 

The life of the Duke of Clarence, with all its great 
prospects and fond hopes, had been cut short on 
i January 14th, and in February Rosebery paid a visit 
to the bereaved parents at Eastbourne, where the 
Duke of Devonshire had lent them his beautiful house 
of Compton Place. There was much intimate talk of 
the past and of the future. And there was one allusion 
to Put: 


“ J* 16 Prince as he lit his candle to go to bed said, ‘By 
the by, you have been very hard on my great grandfather 

Geor £ e Cy :)ut < t,5ie Queen rather takes your view, and thinks 
you are right.’ ” 

Two private troubles followed, serious though not 
i cri PP Im g* , Since his wife’s death Rosebery had largely 
reduced his establishment of house and stables, and 

TZ cut , , d . own llis general expenditure. But now 
appeared the reverse of the medal. A brilliant young 
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• American friend; charming himself, and married to. aV 
charming English wife, was ovet-san^infe-^-^£mc^;4 
and Rosebery had invested considerably in a Western • 
mine, of which the American had charge ; ‘ The enter- 
prise collapsed entirely, and its unlucky promoter; was / / 
due to return home from a fruitless voyage to Europe. / 

. March 1st. — “He leaves for America to-morrow : I Avas ; 

told that a kind message from me would be welcome' :Iat 
once wrote that if he would not come to me I wished him 
Godspeed, etc.” ' / 

March 2nd. — “ At breakfast at 8.30 a note arrived' ta; say; i 
that he had shot himself in the night. Alas! Alas ! It : 
turns out that he called on me at 10 last night. What an 
end to what a splendid glowing life. . . , Thank GodT ; 
never said or wrote an unkind word to him ; or even -thought 
one of him that I can remember.” 


Three days later a telegram came 



“ To say all my Australian money gone plus certainly 
£3,300, probably £lO,OOOE., and that to avert further/ calls I 
must commence legal proceedings. Verily misfortunes never ;■ 
come single.” '• ' ' ^ ' y tft 


On the fatal March 1st Rosebery had been spending /; 
the evening with Rogers at Bishopsgate. He had\ 
ventured on one more field of enterprise, having; . 
written a sermon which his old friend delivered in 
St. Paul’s the following afternoon, Ash Wednesday. 1 ^; 

. The author attended the service, and concluded ^ 

“It was not very successful, I think!. I had no time to 
: % give it.”. * 

we. Only a rough draft of this discourse exists, the manu- /: 
, script having been destroyed after Canon Rogers’s 
death. The text was Ezekiel xxxvii. 3, the marvellous ; 
, vision of the valley of the dry bones, and of the winds; j 
/ of Heaven that breathed life into them./;/ The sign,f he // 

. preacher said, was -given not merely to Israel, but to . ; 

■ : y ; all humanity . . And therefore / to . each' /nation, And/td : -f 
: / ; / this ; city, under, 'the fatherhood and guidance of /God. k 
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to enlarge on Conditions at home 
v : ; nhd in the British Empire. It is unfinished, and it is 
Ak. doubtful whether Canon Rogers, delivered it precisely 
in this form. .Such a wealth of rhetoric was foreign 
|,A -fcd his "Own manner of preaching, at any rate. ' 1 
‘/^•A^tThe discourse was to pay a double debt, for a day 
iVrt: or -two later Rosebery drove from the Durdans to 
:;A: Micldeham— 


>■ AlWhere I gave Rogers a tag to adapt his Ash Wednesday 
r ; £c’> ; iefmoh'tb one for the re-opening of Micldeham Church.” 


i , On April 7th Rosebery started alone for Portugal, 
i4VA. thixs completing his itinerary of South and South- 
■:i ^-western Europe. He saw all the sights of Lisbon, 
*>y%visited Fielding’s grave, and was enthralled, as every 
;V-; A traveller must be, by the unrivalled charm of Cintra, 
;V-'; an unparalleled sight of verdure and wide prospect 
A '; fori the palaces, of kings, and by the tasteful Moorish 
' splendours of Montserrat. He passed on by Badajos 
' ; ' to Seville, again coming in for the gorgeous ceremonies 
: . ' ;;of Easter. It was fitfully wet, but there were pro- 
. • . cessions day and night. One was to start at 'mid- 
night ; (April 13th), with a party dressed as Roman 
)'v - soldiers— .•> " 


'U’li'V.So X determined to wait up and see the original sight. 
^V'AiasV'il' little knew what I bargained for. One, two, three/., A'A 
■^passed.;: .It rained heavily for an hour. Yet in the Calle.de V . 

• '.la.Sicrpe there were always many people. After 4 it became 
A;; so crowded that one could hardly move, as many who had been A 

^tjp^bed returned.' . At 5 came broad daylight, and at 6,30 the At 
i-rAprbcession, The - crowd was flippant and rather drunk. . ... I A ■ / 
W^tteted to bed (for I had been on my feet for eight hohrs). ■; \ 
'7;v At ’8.80' I was woke by the procession returning.” ?.;• i- v 

§ reat religious ceremonies were more V: A 
successfully seen ; and he also witnessed the curious 
^arrival of . six bulls for the next day’s fight. They : -v ; 
|;carne, from the meadow which they inhabited at full' , 

: gallop,- escorted by three horsemen and thirteen"' A aa’A' 
\ trained oxen. The - Comtesse de Paris and her son AAA/ 
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( .rode; at the head of the charge. When the bulls ; 

' : arrived at the enclosm-e) ^hj^^ingehioiis ?^ahg«fri(Kit:^ 
the oxen, like the trained elephants at a Jceddah, helped $£ 
to hustle their doomed brethren towards the line of 
. boxes 'facing the, ring. % ' ;>k\ ‘'/V'.-Vvf 


“ As each enters his cell the door is' deftly shut’, arid thei;; 
lamp withdrawn. The bull is left in solitary darkness till;; 
lie shall come out next day into the full glare ;of .the bullring ' 
and die. It struck me as tragic and pitiful.” f/ 


But the- next day : • , . ;% ; • V; "i V, 

“ Guerrita is one of the most graceful of huniah' beihgs.’l l-. i; 

Three days at Granada in perfect weather followed!;; 
The Alhambra — '• 


%A“< . surpasses expectation in delicacy, refinement,; and , y 

••'.V .--idealism.- Two or three Moorish embassies have been herf. J l‘: 

. and have been observed to weep, and there are families 
; : v Tetuan who have preserved the keys of their Granada houses | 

- ; for generations, against the time they shall retiim\.whi^-'yuU- ;, yC 
v. ’ : Be when the stone hand on the Gate of Justice . grasps. the r. ' 

; stone key.” , v •;?*. : 

There is a note of rapture in Rosebery’s musings 1 | 
: ; on Granada, only surpassed by his musings, on Naples* 'V:) 
>■/;>’ Had bis affections not been pre-engaged, he caii, easily- 
be imagined as investing in a chateau • eti Espagnei^ 

: He spent (May 1st) a pleasant day or two at Madrid, ; ; 
>•,; and a couple in Paris, which he found as histSysAd ]-:- 
deserted as Edinburgh. In the carelessly ^candalmis';; 
London world there had long been a story ascribing 1 
irregular parentage to Lord Dufferin. -That dis- ;• 
/ ; - : tinguished man’s features were not of; the accepted^. 

v- ; British type but there was ; nothing in them to;. 

■ warrant the rumour here disposed of. V, ■ 

“dDufferin said; ‘ I want to speak to you on a subject .wHichl : : 
h ; would make some people very an gry, but not me,' T mean the j 
■i -.. story of Dizzy . being- my faither.’ - ..He then told me that his 
'.f.-: "dgipafentn'^Ore'-mamed -:m 1826 (I think), and Went,; abroad r h 
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Diz^S' acquaintance. , As to the. alleged fondness of Dizzy 
Jbrihiu^he had hardly spoken to him above three or four 
times^ mhis-Hfe; on one of which occasions Dizzy had been, 
ahnofede;.' ! said X was not sure if I ought to give up my 
;'lu6K(inty; • \Hc --said,- . * I know 'who it is, and I have had a 


long talk With; her;.’ , ‘ What did she say ? 1 * That if it had 

ihfeeh ;tihe it Wduld have been equally creditable to all parties.* 
^He' ; il%oin^ td’, set matters right in a short preface to his 
^hdfh'ei’s'works.” 1 • 


'iVh'- , 


hi s , return home he was installed an Elder 
Brother of the Trinity House (October 25th), and in 
thriautumn spoke at the banquet given by the Lord 
iiayor fb that famous Corporation. 

'•^The-moihths'of May and June passed much as usual, 
yntli^some^ quiet entertaining, and the resumed 
rgathe'riiig of. old friends for the Epsom summer 
■ • 
it?HThere ;wias, also a return to the arena of politics. 
Ttosebery had been busy with the County Council 
Reorganisation but this was being concluded, and he 
.decide for or against a definite resumption of 
iM^heaXperyburden; It is evident that he did not 
: appreciate how deeply he was committing himself. 
^Np^i'justffis happened several years later, he could 
fnot^recognise/ the fact that once a man in middle 
.^ddia^bh . the confidence of his countrymen in high 
be- prepared either to take up work 
’ agaixi or to - disappear altogether. So that when he 
rtoqkpELrtJiypolitical conclaves and attended political 
ii|nSetiiig8;hh ^didmot realise that the net of the veteran , 
■■retimim of Tlawarden was already over his shoulder, 
Vand' that he would never extricate himself. - 



390 




lest it should seem that he was not : loyal to Liberal 
principles, or to the leader whom he had iniroduceddxu; 
Midlothian — the proudest reflection of his life. ■: After'y 
touching on Scottish questions* he devoted the restv 
of his speech to Ireland, and particularly 
Salisbury’s recent address to the Brin^dse jLeagub^ 
The Prime Minister had spoken of a--K6stil^ir^iahfe. 
on our flank.” Rosebery fastened on the plU’aSevlike'vi 
a terrier, and said that to win the country to Homey 
Rule nothing else was needed than to rub- that speech ; 
into every voter in the United Kingdom. 

At the end of the month (May 26th) he was; in • 
Birmingham, the hostile stronghold. His speech,' in - 
his most effective strain of humorous argument, -was --- 
mainly devoted to the Liberal Unionists, Jesse Colhngs^- 
the subordinate, and Joseph Chamberlain, the master^ 
of eulogy and invective — “I think he prefers; : tlie^v 
power of invective.” Home Rule, compared with 
the watery proposals of the Ministry for Irish Local 
Government, was again the principal theme, and was , , 
uncompromisingly urged on the meeting.; & 

Next he went to support T. A. Brassey (Junefltli),# 
Iris old friend’s son, in his assault on a purely Tory . 
fortress at Sutton in Surrey, presenting a general 
indictment of the Government’s policy. \ . 

There was a great Roxburghshire meeting at Kelso 
(June 16th), with more staunch advocaby>pf.,-Hpni^ 
Rule and the query whether Ireland onlyvexisjfe'To^ 
the benefit of Ulster ; and another in support of the ;• 
Liberal candidate for Edinburgh City. Here : the ^ 
opposition was in the hands of Lord . Wolmer,* a : 
rising light among Liberal Unionists, and -Roseber^ 
held him up as a striking instance of the absorption 
by Conservatism of men who had before been really^. 
Liberal and still used the name. Rosebery’s last 4 
appearance before the election was at Whitechapel*^; 
iii support of the : ever-f aithful John' Beimf vTher|f|. 
would be no disturbance' of foreign policy, he ; said, h 
if the Liberals were returned to power. Tie again. ' 

1 Second EarLot - Selbome, 1859. ./4 , 


1892] ' v THE GENERAL ELECTION 891 

* * ' v s ' ^ 

' dealt with Ulster, and devoted the rest of his remarks 
- to .the vexed questions of London government, " 
h Parliament was prorogued on June 28th, and the 
r election followed. Liberal hopes had flown high. 
Gladstone, we are told, 1 reckoned on winning by 
eighty or a hundred. Such by-elections as that at 
Rossendale had stimulated such forecasts. A month 
( earlier Mr. Gladstone had told Rosebery that the 
Queen had intimated through Ponsonby to Harcourt 
that her exclusions were Dilke and Labouchere. 

May 28th. — “ He discussed Labouchere as a Minister, 
spoke of his own deafness as a Cabinet disability, and was in 
the highest spirits. He was averse to giving Asquith Cabinet 
office, as to Bryce he spoke doubtfully.” 

Now, when the leader and John Morley arrived at 
Dalmeny, the framework of a possible administration 
was discussed and re-discussed. Harcourt also sent a 
list of names. 


July 3rd. — “ Morley came to my room at 11 p.m. In 
confabulation till midnight. ‘ If you do not join the Govern- 
ment it is hamstrung ; it cannot last three weeks after 
Parliament begins, etc., etc.” 

July 4th. — “ Sir. G. came to my room with his lists, which 
we talked over till luncheon without touching the capital 
point.” r 

r v / * 

, It was windy, rainy weather, and the electoral 
- barometer also sank to “ stormy.” By July 6th the 
hope of a good majority had faded, and Mr. Glad- 
stone began to show signs of depression. 


U 


Were he twenty years younger he would care little, 
but he now stood on the razor’s edge with regard to his power 

’ a i W .°S’ comf °rt was that all was in the hands 

Almighty God. He evidently wanted to talk to some 
sympathetic person, so I sate with him in the library.” 

July 8ih,-~ u Mr, G. and I drove about the park in my 
.phaeton this afternoon. He was depressed and feeble, 

, t mt * xe supposed I had no comforting consideration 

' j , 1 Life, bk. x, ch. vii. „ - 



392 , ^ ^Slffl^GENERAL 

. to offer, him— which indeed I liad not. He ; s£idj>‘ -A,- great’-;, 
trial of this land throws : one ; back on oneself, and makesbneb; 
examine oneself,' and I now see How for the -last six years" : 
I have. been buoyed up. with the, belief -that we'- should haveitib 
great majoritj’ - and that, the Irish busin ess would be a very: 
short business.’ He bears up with wonderful bouragei^^:,^;';; 


Then a few guests arrived, including Boitverie;’ . 
Primrose. ' ' * 


July 10th . — “An amusing scene. My uncle " says to 
G., ‘I will move round to the left, as the left is my bad ear,’ . 
and acts accordingly. Mr. G. then, not hearing a word,b> 
composedly moves round in turn to my uncle’s left, saying, %; 
‘ I will come round here, as the right is my best ear.’ci 'iilr.fif ;: 
G. said with some animation, but perfect -good <humpurjV(^, 
‘After being shown all over the country f of four hours 
r yesterday, like a dwarf at twopence a head, I .have; somet.v' 
right to privacy.’” 

The next day Gladstone opened up the subject of .( 
the leadership of the Lords. It would be the general 
opinion, he observed, that Rosebery would >be!;they^ 
fittest person to cope with Salisbury in debate. This 
' lie put very , strongly. Rosebery demurred, sayingy 
that Kimberley was the best. His chief believed{that’ 
Kimberley would not continue, and that Spenbery; 
; . , would be the fittest, failing Rosebery himself, in-view:,;;; 

of his mastery of the Irish Question.; .;vRpsieberyu| 
„ : ' thought that Spencer would do very weU,;bhtthal;a%;r 
■' round Kimberley was best. " '- r ;.; r - A 

The last blow fell on July 1 3th, when G ladstoire’s ■ 
own majority fell to 690. He had hoped for some / 
3,000, but Rosebery had some reason to fear that hey - 
. might be beaten outright. . ' ' ;• ■‘•■t 

Rosebery had faced the fortnight’s campaign mamy 
4 -/. . fully, but the strain had been terribly severe, apart;;: 

: ; from any heart-searchings about his. owii future.;;;;: 
; , With a wearied captain, a dis couraged crew, and an i| 
; ebbing political tide, it seemed . a ghastly parody, of :" 

; the voyage of thirteen years before with youth on tlipy 
! ‘ >prow and happiness at the helm. 
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; f Trife ' : ofJEdward Marj oribanks and sister of Randolph 
bTdiuf chill, - a woman of the finest sympathy and 
SAinderstanding, was one of the small party. She saw 
*hhy r lier host was being tortured by memories, and in 
yfhe middle of the contest sent him a note begging him 
\:to ; leave his guests and seek quiet for a few days else- 
.. where. But he saw it out, and only on July 16th 
fyfoined a yacht on the west coast, in company with 

■ ■- two Scottish political friends, one of them his faithful 

'friend and regular correspondent William Patten : 

• starting from Wemyss Bay, round the Mull of Cantixe, 

■ for a night at Jura, and so to Oban. This little tour 
relaxed the strain somewhat, as the notebook shows. 


After fetching his two boys from Dalmeny, he started 
again from Oban for a longer trip. It is only possible 
. here to record his visit to Dunvegan in Skye (July 
29th), though other of his impressions were memor- 
- able. He Was equally impressed by the chief and by 
his home. 


u Maeleod is a noble-looking old man of 80 with an even 
nobler sister of 82 , who has been the guardian angel of the • ’’ ■ 
‘bpepple;- . She remembers Walter Scott at Abbotsford^ as she; * ’ ’ 
y''jtpld;nie;.v commending warmly Miss Ferrier’s novels, with his; 

' ,;bV e .ary face lit up.;;. (She rather prefers Perrier’s novels" to 
biSit/W’sdv.Slri sate sunning herself. I did not see enough- :• ; ;■ 
;;,:;bf her.' There is nothing like Dunvegan that I know' 
.in'hodry antiquity and tradition and genuineness.” . i. ' 


August 1st found, '.him back at Dalmeny; Chi 
his- ; . peaceful cruise he must have been reminded 
that romantic Scottish mountains and cherished 
towers did not tell the whole story .' of our 
. ishands, for. from the start he read Castle Rackfent^' 
• ^ud.;much • of -The Absentee . But lie was also, '. . 
. • directly .bombarded from many quarters. Ilis long, b 
r. -ydth'.his chief did not prevent The existence ;. 

yfif^ibss-fibrndses between f.hern The 


b ' : * ' - , "sV .y t ^ .• ' ' - - 
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enjoyed Gladstone’s fullest ; confidence, ^ 

inn \ 'ii _ I 1 1 ' =i ' i "»•••«' • . :.i ' l.t. V i . ii - vCY... 



gone into matters 1 of detail which implied that he 
would join. If there were really a hitch, the whole 
scheme of negotiation and distributionfvhf-:; offices: , 
would have to be begun oyer again. ; ; Acton could 
not believe that Rosebery would keep Gladstone’s offer : 
in suspense, or that he would refuse the great position 
and the greater inheritance which were his.. > Rose- 
bery replied : v.- . ' ■ y 

Dunveqan, July 29//i, 1892; : /; >, 

“My dear Acton, 

“I duly received your loud letter at Portree, but ani in 
some perplexity liow to answer it. For Mr. Gladstone did 
not make me an offer of any land at Dalmeny : indeed, be..; 
hardly had the opportunity of doing so. I was anxious that. { 
he should not : as my personal views — ^1 mean those as to ;) 
my own future — are unchanged, and, had an offer been .made, ;; 
I must once more have stated them. That is all! I have to 
say. I -wish it were more acceptable. . 

“ Yours sincerely, - v-"\7 

■ ■' Alt.” ; 

Acton replied : - y - 

August 2 ml, i 392. 

“ If so, it will be a festive day for a variety of people, ; at \. 
home and abroad, and a very sad one for !y y.;y 

“ Yours truly, : 

- “ • y 

On August 3rd Rosebery wrote ■ to yHafcour%; ■ 
Spencer, etc., and sent a letter to Arnold j\Iorley, tIie y 
trusted Liberal Whip, for delivery to Mr. Gladstbne.>;i 
Spencer had begged him to come within consulting;;... 
distance : “ Pray think of us, and come and help 
us.” The answer was: '' y : vy^7^y'!y';; : ;Y 

“The reason I do not come South is not that I am happy.; 

C here, or that I am indifferent to my friends, but; because- Ty; 
have never wavered in the resolve that so far as myowmydl ,;; 
can avail, 1 my' political career should ;end;=toth'- the' ;Genefa|;* 
Election.” ' ■ - ■ * j 




POLITICAL PRESSURE 
ppeal- was -more subtly 



persuasive 



< ;v‘‘ Y6ti;Avili have seen in the papers,” lie' said,, “ the accouniy 
o! Gladstone’s illness.. ! . I need not. picture to you what 
^ r ^c-|Bc.’lieayy' responsibilities and cares that fall upon', .us all: 

. in such a situation, . . . I greatly mistake your chafactcr 
you ‘should he unwilling to give us your aid and counsel 
'anil support in this critical conjuncture, and I sent, a telegram 
v to Obah : entreating you to return to London. • . . . , I. feel , 
:v sure .you will not be wanting in the offices of friendship, to : . 
Cj your friends who so much desire and need them.” ;"V 



; Gladstone was laid up with a severe cough, 

.and Harcourt wrote again the next day, saying that . h y. 
the, attack was causing some anxiety. He repeated 
?Mhis appeal in moving terms. , . • •: 

In. his. reply (August 3rd) Rosebery explained : 


.•. : 'v;"'“'TKe' eighteen months that I have spent in seclusion, have .. “ 
-. conyirieed me that I was not intended or fitted for political ;; 
- . life;: all my interest is now divorced from it : should I be V. 
fh forced back into it again future extrication would be difficult ; ' 

- if. not impossible. ... I have dwelt on the whole case in -v 
y nry letter .to Mr. G., but cannot repeat all that egotistical;. ! 
"detail, even, to so true a friend as yourself.” • '-'/'.y’ v 


Spencer tried again (August 4th), and after dwellings;! 
i on the blow to Gladstone, concluded : 


j r 



“^Personally I do not know what I shall do : I looked ; ,V: 
forward to serving under you in the House of Lords, and ' ■ 
v later- on,’ as I hoped, in the Cabinet. Pray think what-ariv ,,yr ’y 
>/■ opportunity you will lose, one which your ability,, your . 

• aptitude for political life, your experience and hard .work 
K; have .created. The country will lose a Leader markedr' out 
•ys-for jtlic -times of change and difficulty which .are coming;^ ' ; 1 

id J'vritmg to Mr. Gladstone, Rosebery reiterated !/'/>: 
yd* (!$• distaste for political life in- similar- teran(B:tb;Hibse!'h ! d? 

but explaining that he had twice left his 
. seclusion, once to help Liberals on the London Counted r 
:y. Council, the other to make some political: spe^ch^ 
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lest it be said that he held aloof from differences of < 
opinion. But , he could' not conclude with a blank / 
negation : - '• v- : - V 


“ One word more. The. sole . consideration;, that weighs' '• 
with me against every other consideration is the fact thht , 

: at an advanced age you are once again about to commission 

: • . the ship of state with a courage which I can only call sublime 

■:i‘ , : and which lays almost an obligation on your friends, and r 
' j followers to stand by you. But that’ is not an overpowering ■ 

: .consideration except to those who are conscious of being able 

; ! . to render efficient service. I am not. And I could now 
g retire without inconvenience. 5 ’ ^ V 


He went on to represent that Kimberley, he had 
long thought, would make an admirable Foreign 
:■ Secretary, and that without himself there were four 
- . : liberal Peers of Cabinet rank. ,;.tv V 

The bombardment continued from all quarters, and 
from artillery of every calibre. Several relations 
wrote: Edward Hamilton set before him his duty 
in terms so frank as to risk the loss of friendship : •• 

- Reginald Brett appealed in a tone of unusual serious- : 
ft. V -ness and depression. Ronald Ferguson, no unques- 
' tioning Gladstonian, and living much in a Unionist 
. circle, was sure that the Liberal party as a. whole . 
would go to the devil before long if Rosebery left it. 
The fact would be established that “ Joe ” had 
^ ' chosen the better part in trying to make the Tories 

'.good instead of trying to make them out .-badA7 
John Morley, however, took the literal part of the 
\ h deus ex machina. He jumped into the Scotch express, 1 
: ;;; having fired off this note : 



Spencer. 


House," Augiisil4Vii 1892. 


*£My ;deah Rosebery, : ; *V;/’ • 

“ To your disgust and indignation you. will see me about 
an hour or so after you get this. I only come as bedreriof a 
letter from Mr. G. You’ll give me' some bi'eakfast.anyhbw . ? 
•*. fjf-v'.:-’ v'W “ Ever your, affectionate.,.; r y! r ; 

J.-' Mohloev.’’;^ 



ft *\< 





(August 5th) : 


; r;:f )“)j, ^tktorlcy;--. arrived early. Walked with' huh' : t : iiidst\i' 
;h<-of tiie 'day and rode. ' The ' children, dined 
| a fascinating little banquet. At 8.30 I drove hun into .Edih' ‘ ; 

'burgh, and we went, to London by the 9 .30/' • He. toid -me; 
&;jl£baV. Mr; ’ GL before talking to me about the. leadership q|^ 
the Lords (on July 11th)', .and as he fancies offering 

my accepting it, told him he considered it carried witlt; ,' 
>;' it' the jui-rsuccessionis, as he did not believe that Hafebuft.; ' 
.could; ever lead the Liberal party. Harcourt has unitten ’- 
a secret letter about his eyesight. He lias been. A 
Ih-dSadirig 'Mr,- G, a terrible life, had a tremendous interview with - 
~J ;hirii on Wednesday, and spoke of standing aloof.” '? 

Gladstone’s letter must be given in full. 

l > ’Secret.., 1 , Carlton Gardens, August- 4 tihi 1892;'.',' 

“ My dear Rosebery, . \ A-;\£’-‘1yrV.‘ 

^b;;;SMy;'.first‘duty is to thank you most cordially ^r/dhfe?. '. 
.K. ype.rspnal kindness, indeed I must say tenderness ofyour ; 

■'. - .letter. But the .letter is an event, with, which you 'will Lanl) 
5;’; sure desire me to deal frankly according to my sense of the;’ "; 
'facts'J/'. 7 


' K 


‘ -y'.^'-j^There are three points to which I must refer. w4; y ; ,^,. 

The .first is .your conviction . of your own unhthess/for , 
>; -PHhha hfe, I distinguish between this conviction, and ybuf ’ 
d.^desirh/dp-escape from public life, for I am. quite sifre; that;)'! 

under the circumstances of the case, you Would regard .that 
.^■desire as no more than dust in the balance. X.. W;:?/'; 

A Hs v^ithTcspect to the conviction I have only to sayThht l) 
‘ ^haye never knovvn a case where such a conviction onbliApart) 

. /of .the person concerned was allowed by. him to prevail against 
■^.the clear, unhesitating, unanimous judgment of friends, and 
unequivocal judgment of the world.'” 

:>• - A most'. .touching reference to me leads me) to sayj ! 

V^^^flP^'ttdS'.isplated aspect of the case ; to^peat'^'^ 
■rfactt.td. youwhat I have more t.hpn on op rlnriti hr in . 












wiiaims xo iouow tue probabie-'eveht^I/aih^' 
: simpJy waging a daily and hourly battle agaihst. Nature, >vith £ 

as toy. capacity to sustain it. ) 
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f • On the contrary, full of apprehension arid misgiving ; but yet • 

;; inevitably forced on by tlie knowledge or .belief that the 
^demand, is,. one made upon me by the ^crisis, arid that that r^~ 
. ; demand is morally inevitable. I have not the same cora- 
, mand over the actions of others as over my dwri.v But my . : 
: v convictions about them, may be as clear, or even clearer. y/'i 
And in this case I feel that the very same, appeal, which the .. 

• • facts make tome, they also make to you ; and that the . appeal : 

entails the very same obligations. - ‘.y* " h 

‘‘ I will not now. dwell on what happened at Dalmeny, • ; 
further than to say that, when I left in your hands provisional ••'. . 
statements connecting your name with the Foreign Office ;; . 

. when I discussed with jmu, and leant to its associatiori- wnth, .-: ;. 

the leadership in the Lords, and when I also spoke of the * 

■ representation of the Department in the Commons, without 
.■ ‘ "receiving from you an adverse sign (nay more than one . • 
> positively favourable), my impressions were such, that I am 
r.l; now taken by surprise. . .t; ^ 

“ But I go back, as you do, from that period to our con- "/•' 
r., versation at Mentmore in the winter ; when you made the ' 
same plea, and when I found myself compelled to offer the 
same reply. It is my fixed assurance, founded on all I know /; 
; ; . . of .public life, of Great Britain, and of its people, that what Iv 
then said was right ; that you had no open choice before you ;. vd 
■ that your acceptance was predetermined by previous acts, 

‘ '.''.arid' that the nation would not tolerate your refusal; (/y, 
; <c What I then stated was, I think, absolute ; and did not 
need, and scarcely admitted, strengthening. Nevertheless, 
much corroboration has been supplied to it by the varied arid . 
admirable services which you have since rendered to the 
•v ' „ l '_ public cause. • • . - .it : •• 1 

, am aware that we, your friends and ..colleagues, are 

deprived of all semblance of a title to urge this plea with >.$ 
respect to your public speeches in the interval. But the 
j riiain element of the whole case, in my mind, is ; the solid, 
'.permanent judgment of the nation. And, as -regards that/ . ; , 
‘ judgment, and the grounds wliich the nation will tlrink .it 

• V has for forming it, the force of the facts is I think/stubborn, ^; . 

and not to be denied;. . '• • ■ >'■ 

,.\ “ I am sure I may rely upon your kindness not to send an 
; X unfavourable decision in this important matter without seeing' ; . 

. me ; and, you -will believe me to remain, / -,:F' 

[ V ■■■•:' . Always affectionately, yours,; ■ •/; 

• '■-v >.h ; . ’ : V .".O' .. “ W. E. Gladstone.” 'vV - 





• v- ^ ; QUKEisr^s Ymw^y. •/";• ; /mb 

'•••KCrMeanwhile^ Windsor Castle was also wondering. 
*t ' At the end . of May, after Rosebery’s Glasgow and 
.:■ ^/(Birmingham speeches, he had fallen from his eminence 
y /of favour, 7 The Qtieen wrote to Sir Henry Ponsonby 
hi. y;(May ’ 30th), ■ announcing that the Dissolution would 
\ - ycomeiiat the end of June, and proceeded: 


'First of all she must say how dreadfully disappointed 
: ’ ■ and shocked she is at Lord Rosebery’s speech, which is 
•vjjv radical to a degree to be almost communistic. Hitherto he 
■j'h /has. always said he. had nothing whatever to do with Home 
V': Rule and only with foreign affairs, and note he is as violent as 
>y7; any one., Poor Lady Rosebery is not there to keep him bade. 
h/ySirHenry must try and get at him through someone, so that 
jhi Re may know how grieved and shocked the Queen is at what 
f he has said. In case of the Govt.’s defeat the Queen meant , , 
(Vr*. to 'send for him first, but after this violent attack on Lord 
y Salisbury, this attempt to stir up Ireland, it will be im- 
' .v .ypossible, and the G.O.M. at 82 is a very alarming look-out. 

’ . .3 She thinks sometimes it will come to Sir William 

v ; , Harcourt ! But he would command neither respect nor 
• . -.'confidence.” 

“ a, ' ! f ' * •* 

3 'Now that the crisis was come, and the dreadful 
3; names of Labouchere and Dilke were bruited abroad, 

:‘v'. minor delinquencies must be overlooked, and Sir 
;y. '• .Heiiry Ponsonby wrote (July 20th) : . 

yj ; ;i;3'4 l L6f'd Rosebery’s position is a mystery, and as he has gone 
'^joit-boalQ/a yacht he is not at this moment accessible.” ,* 

S ^ nes ^ day (July 21st) he described a conversa- 
tion; with Edward Hamilton, who did not know what 
gl^Rbsebery intended to do, but felt that if he stood 
;//;/al oof/now he would probably be rejected by the 
^yvDiberai /party, and might retire from political life. ; - 
,^^HUnfiltoh -asked whether the Queen could write to / vV< 
^•^osebery, insisting on his taking the Foreign Office. , / 
;^;;SnvHenr^, the sagest of counsellors, proceeded : ;\.v 

thinks that a little time should be taken' for : / / ;: ' ,', 

^nsideration hefore any letter of this sort should be writtexi. •/ 3 
/ v / although: there is every probability, there is no 
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certainty of a defeat of the Government, and it would not do , . 
to assume that Lord Rosebery- would he called upon to take 
office yet. ' ■ ■ ■' >• 

“ And then Sir Henry Ponsonby cannot quite make out : 

1 what Lord Rosebery meditates. • V 

“ It may be health that keeps him afloat just now, it may . . ; 
be dislike of the Gladstonian programme, or it may be that he 
wishes to retire from public life. •••-' - 

“ But it is also possible that he is waiting till the party . 
ask him to take the Foreign Office, when he will make his own . 
conditions, wliich are believed to be that he shall not: be : , 
interfered with especially on the question of Egypt, or briefly; 
that he will not abandon Egypt as many insist upon. If; 
this is correct, it may be as well not to interfere at present, 
or at any rate till the views of the chiefs become a little -'■f 
clearer.” , . 


Hamilton, equally loyal to bis chief and to Rose- 
bery, persevered, and having seen Francis Knollys; . 
again wrote asking that whenever the Queen had toy 
send for Mr. Gladstone she should simultaneously, com F.,- 
municate with Rosebery; and lay special stress oh 
the necessity of securing him when giving her orders 
to Mr. Gladstone. This would be more elective thdhy " 
sending a message through the Prince of Wales.- 7 
But Sir Henry, ever prudent, objected eveir -fow 
this. He told the Queen that the matter must be . 
fought out between Gladstone and Rosebery before : 
she could interfere. After his interview with the,-: \ 
new Prime Minister, he told the Queen that Rosebery 
had been informed of her wish that he should take the 
Foreign Office, but Mr. Gladstone feared that he 
would refuse on the ground of insomnia, ygVjfy 

It ended in a letter from the Prince of Wales; 
(August 14th), who had been told by the Queen 
that she herself could not put pressure on anybody d 
to join this iniquitous Government. • . ; ■ dy. , 


Confidential, R.Y.S. “Aiine,” Cowes, August 14 tfpl 892 . 

“ My dear Rosebery, * - A v- ; 

“Nobody dislikes more than I do to interfere in/ matters..- 
which not only do not concern me— -but which might be 




• k : .^1 8^2] ^LETiER FROM THE PRINCE - OF WALES : 401 ; • 

• l iloplccfl upon as : indiscreet— but as we are. such old friends;' • 
'.•.\'.' r : : viind. : bb.ve':sb :! fr6ely talked on so many subjects especially 
^<vWv^iar^ing^poMcs : and the probability of a Liberal Govt. 

-coming -into power which has now become a fact — you will 
■ lamkure forgive my writing to say — with what deep concern 
I have learnt from public rumour that you are disinclined to 
: ^accept office in Mr. Gladstone’s Govt. 

•“ That you may differ with him on many salient points 
I can easily understand and appreciate — but I for one — 

;V; who -have my country’s interest so deeply at heart — would 
: deeply deplore if you were unwilling to accept the post of 
\ Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs ! a post which you have 
bffilled before with such great ability and which has not only 
been, appreciated at home — but by all foreign countries. 

•: => : “ Though I know that the Queen has no desire to press 
you .to accept this post— which for reasons best known to 
h /yourself you are disinclined to take — still I know how much 
' shmSvishes for it, and I for one do most earnestly hope that 
k ypudwili reconsider what I understand is your present 
k; decision-— or at least undertake to preside over Foreign 
k: : Affairs for six months. 

:V-v ,k“'There are many grave questions at this moment affecting 
i k bur interests in India, Egypt and Morocco, and it requires a 
kryery. watchful eye — -to prevent Russia and France from harm- 
..king-us— and a thorough knowledge of the subject which 
“ nobody possesses more than you do. Let me therefore 
‘ : implore you- to accept office — (if Mr. Gladstone will give you 
; , a free hand in Foreign Affairs — and not bind you to agree 
w with. him in all his Home measures) for the Queen’s sake and . 
;; : forthat of our great Empire ! Forgive me bothering you, . 
•:;my dear Rosebery — but I should not write so strongly if T / 

; 'did hot feel the grave importance of your accepting office V 
- in the present serious political crisis. . 

. ■ “Iam, ' 

; “ Yours very sincerely, 

k-Vb'.’. 'k '-' ' - . “ Albert EDWARD.’b-b 1 .,-.' 

iPiarry was now captured. Accordingly He ; . 
.Applied to the Prince of Wales as follows : •, kkk'W/- 

k' ' 38 Berkeley Square, W., August 15th, 1892; A , - 

Slit,' ■ • - vy r;,L 

have -just received the more than gracious letterfwhich-w' 
yAoui^Roya;! Highness has been so kind as to write -to" me; : v w yk-b 
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. V • ‘‘ The difficulty that I have, found in going to the Foreign 
Office is not; public hut private ; for I have the gravest , ; 
. .doubts as to whether my long, loneliness and sleeplessness' 

- have not unfitted me for public life. \ v." [-Cj:':- 

“ However, the matter has now been practically taken 
v, out of my hands and settled in the way that Your Royal - 
. Highness wishes. '"v; : ’V 

“More I cannot say now, except to beg that. this com- 
munication may be considered as strictly private and personal ' 
to yourself. j 

“ But I must be allowed to offer my sincere thanks for this f 
fresh proof of Your Royal Highness’s constant friendship for ' 

“ Your obedient servant, ; V; : , 


“ Rosebery.” 


The victim narrated the whole story in a rough 
note : - j ; - ‘ 


August 11th, 1892. — “ I went to Mr. G. at 2, at 1, Carlton ; 
Gardens. We sat on the sofa side by side. I said I feared 
I could not announce any change. He, much taken back, ; ... 
urged me to take advice. I said that in these cases a man 
must judge for himself. He broke out against this, said;,,; ; 
that there were men such as the late Lords Granville and 
Clan william who were the sort of men to seek counsel of in 
such affairs. I admitted that I knew what the advice would ; 
be, but that no one not in my skin could conceive the loathing ?V: 
of politics that I had conceived. Perhaps it was that my ; , 
nervous system had sustained a greater shock in 1890 than 
I was then conscious of, but there it was and he could, not; 1 >V, 
understand it. He said with great vehemence that he did, 
that for years past he had abhorred- and loathed the. con- 
tentious side of politics. I cited Lord Althorp and said that ; 
my case was stronger because of my orphan children; k He , r 
denied the analogy and implored me for the sake of.my • 
children themselves and my posterity not to take such a,;.-;/ 
course. He added that in these cases frankness was; the 
truest kindness and that it would be said of me - r clicta non 
bene parmula .’ I said that I had discounted all that. 
After about f of . an hour I rose to go. I stood in front of . 
him as he sate on the sofa. He clasped my hand in his and . 
said with the most pathetic violence, ‘ God Almighty in. His , 
infinite mercy and goodness guide you to a right decision,’. ;, .; 
repeating this twe or three times with the greatest .solemnity . L 


' bwNV^RSION 




> - lie was just off to Osborne to submit my name to .the 'QiiecnV^:; 

■'ll v: \ fori tbe F.O. Late in the afternoon I telegraphed to 'bim 
47 ^‘‘So-be ift’; ; ' ‘ •" 

*•, .tr.A '.’ii', v . . 1 . t T o'‘On' 


• «; 
■jV\ 


said-to ‘him, ‘Well, you have got your way and- !• ; -r 
"4V, xhaye,hbtgot mine, but it is on your responsibility—- nof irime.*f74 

^ 4 -Ka Duaaa Korl moTof rxrl on if ‘rinrl Affornrl f r\' ttmcoi' 


.^at!«personally on. me, but had not, ‘Can you" guess' ;W_, 
vVvrj^ysaid' ‘^“No.’ . ‘Because she thought this affair /'seemeeft ■'•.fy; 

loosely hung together and hoped it might- fall .thtbugh.’ty-y 
i^'iilfsaid I was glad she had taken no part : she could onlyiiiaye^'^ 
■§01 secured. my refusal, for I could not have ’ yielded. . tc> : hpiy; yM 
ir-, - instance what I had refused to that of my -friendsyand; -,-y; f 
44 colleagues. He said with intense passion, ‘ You' .do |,h!ot:;4|^ 
44 know what I have gone through in the past week, Do \':not2-lf}l\ 
VL^repeat what T am going to say to a living soixl^I havh.beeh Kyriy' 
-,'•4 'treated brutalmt by one man. Never have; B been^sd4474 
. ' treated; At last I had to remind him that it was I whoha44? : 44 
44 received the commission. “ But,” he replied, ‘‘ it is for hsfto ;,'4;yv 
' ; f, consider whether we will join you,” 5 , ' • • 4. 



r y Mistake to . suppose that I was hostile to Iftance’ buC thaC I 44-.- -4 

•should hint. that crnnrhvill t.n hn fruitful irmcf IS/* rhitf-Ttal - 5 1- ’• 


‘jl t practical. . 

also; told him that the way in which iriy 'appointiWdiit4;44'„ 
■ylb^^-been brought about was probably the only metlio<fSx*v.'';'H 
i,;..fftlich it could have been accomplished.” • i-.V; 444; 441444 

' 'i later he was at Osborne, fqf liis ; first: '% 

.yaudieifce : / 4 vy\ ‘ 



h.t-'j -I said I wished she. could have left md whdre -1-waW. / ; i&s-t 



vr!““'9!?k'Jn¥»h--.m6re than that. You -Knowhlp hayfe • 'ai^ys-i^;- : ' 

= given . you good , .advice ’—or words to. that : :n£fect, ' : duite^^‘ ;: '44 
ymatemally ;”:-y ■.'-•-■.y •. \ , • • .,4 




; O r ' 




; v /•;- i/; : vN iiadi follpwecl -^liis ; slliftixig sceinie-ixipre '.atteri^ 

; .v;.<jftvel^'.thaii ? Xjreqrge' Buckle,; the Editor of The- Tiniety 5 
because, no publicist more entirely reahsed what was; 
r > at stake. He Had been over to Mentinore on the “ 
■ 14th, when he and his host had a long and earnest • 
f talk “In the afternoon he sent a further powerful- 
..V .and affecting, letter. 55 He therefore hailed the news 
of Rosebery’s acceptance with joy, feeling, sure that 
the strenuous collar- work of the post would be the ; , 
“ / patient’s best cure. ’ \ • ; 

Another welcome letter came from Charles Cooper 


of the Scotsman. The newspaper had gone over to 
the enemy, so that personal association had greatly ; 

- ceased, but Cooper now wrote that nothing could . 
lessen his conviction that Rosebery, if he were willing, 
might be the staff and guide of the Empire. Count- 

• •-* . less letters came, signed by distinguished names— ' 
one from Cardinal Rampolla with a message from 
fr . Pope Leo XIII, who had retained, he said, a most 
V - agreeable recollection of Rosebery’s audience at the. 

- ; Vatican. v : “iV 


Much space has been given to the events of these;, 
few weeks, since they seem to mark a principal turning- 
point in his career, and to show up his state of mind 
in bright relief. “ Incomprehensibility,” his ■ clear- 
headed uncle had said years before. This time he 
' was equally puzzling to Harcourt’s esprit positif,.to 
j - Spencer’s grand simplicity, and to Campbell-Banner^ f, 
man’s shrewd tolerance. John Morley, himself ; Wif lp; 

' a surface equally sensitive but of a different texture, .. 
sometimes lost patience, as in a letter to Harcourt of ; 
January 26th. 1 Even some of these intimates may 
. have been tempted to believe, as many of the crowd 
. : did, that all this hesitation was not quite genuine. 

• • The story will have been poorly told if any reader 
concludes that there was any tinge of affectation in 
• these comings and goings, or if he does not credit the-". 

C ./ reality : of the conflicting emotions which seethed in ; 

. ; that unresting mind. - - ““““ 

•‘“.'i : ' •• ; 1 Life of.' Sir W. Harcourt, vol. ii, -chi : x.. v-: ;v ■ y ;> 





A subsidy, of £1.000 a. year to King 
\ Mwanga of Uganda was the first step; then: a tele-;.: 

: ; ^ram from Portal justified a three months 5 postpone- ; 
kmentof evacuation. 


fp “.'In Mr; G’s sitting-room, much walking about of Mr. G> , , 
Vibe tween Harcourt and me. We did not sit down till 12.80. 
k . Bewildered colleagues in knot all round.” • ' , 


: . .Harcourt, Herschell, and Rosebery met to draw -up 
prods verbal. This was done in terms stated by 
;/•; Harcourt, and as he wrote grimly to his son — “ so far 
; : so good, for the present 55 ; Rosebery took Kimberley •; 
A and Campbell-Bannerman off to luncheon. “This 
morning I did not think I should eat lunch as Foreign . 

‘ Minister. 55 It indeed was for the present only. On . > , 
k October 20th another deputation from the British 

■ and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, comprising many 5 |g 
leading Members of Parliament, attended at the 
Foreign Office. Its special object was to press the • 

. construction of a railway from Mombasa to the 
'■ VVietoria Nyanza. This was the only way, it' was / '■ 

• ' suggested, in which the behests of the Brussels Anti- 
V ;. ' Slavery Conference could be obeyed. Rosebery- wa^ y " 
h f^again, cautious. He was not a dictator, but a single; V; 

.member of a Government which had responsibility 
. , not only in respect of the slave trade, but to the tax-'. ; 
py /payers. After briefly reviewing the circumstancesj 
k/hesaid that liis visitors represented that continuity ; 

■ v; i, pf moral- policy which Great Britain could never afford; 
;;ytb ^disregard. That policy, he declared, is the salt ' ; : 

-'timt --savours ■ • our history, and by it when we have ; 
•yk passed away we shall come to be judged. GreeceSii: 
.remains by the spiritual force of her literature Homed p; 

her campaigns, but by her laws and works 6f . . 
civilisation. . ‘ V /r.-pk.'-yA;; 

the same way I believe that this country, 'Wh'eniy;^ 
4 ;;^^s|®hds';before history, will stand, when all else lias passed f/ vT 
.hot by her. fleets and her armies and- her ; '.cpninierCe,./ dk 
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; . \ > butby the lieToic self-denying exertions wliich she lias made 77; 

; 7 . . 7 ' to put down this iniquitous traffic. 5 ’ . . / : : ' ; • ■ ;:;7. -7 ’• ; 7- • . j 

; ; He repeated that he could not pledge the Govern- 

V merit to pursue any course of policy in Uganda ; . but 
; the cause they advocated must occupy a commanding 7: 
.. place in the balance of considerations. - -AY-' Y/wrb 

; Those who thought with Hareourt that the aiiti- 
: slavery movement was a mere cloak for annexationist , 

; ambitions remained on the alert, seeing that the real 
struggle on Uganda was yet to come. Rosebery asked 
the Prime Minister and Hareourt whether it would be ; 
better not to compromise, but that he himself should 7 
go. Walking with Asquith, he met Mr. Gladstone 
. and Morley, who stopped them : 

“ Mr. G. took my arm (for the first time that I remember) 7 
and we walked round and round the Downing Street garden. ' 
He hinted vaguely at the Mombasa railroad, and said with 7 
much feeling that my behaviour had been beyond reproach. ' 

I said with more that he would not believe perhaps the pain 
it had given me to give him so much trouble — that it wrung 7 
my heart. He said he needed no such assurance. The ; 
interview was signally warm and tender.” , r 7 . 7. 

So Rosebery stayed on. 77 . 7 : 

The other breeze that ruffled the autumn calm was 
started by Rosebery’s old friend Henry Labouchere. ,7 

“ Oct. 1. Spencer and J. Morley dined with me. 

.. Laboucliere has written to Wemyss Reid to say lie will accept 
- the Legation at Washington, leave Parliament, bury the;# 
hatchet, and come to a concordat about the succession: to 7 7, 
Mr. G. ! Otherwise he promises triple venom after that 
' , 'event.” 7; ;7 ;'. : 

’ : . As has been said, Labouchere’s professed republican- 
7:" ism, his fierce opposition to the Royal Grants, and his ■ • 
editorship of a journal which recalled the Age and the 
77 Satirist of a -former generation, had kept him from 
receiving even a subordinate place in a Government 
to which lie had undoubtedly helped to attach the 





.... ; . , . r 11 i.n, y ^ . * f |i um ivi w w ' v j » — ) jOGl SOIlUf 

; ; :j>^disiSte' /to, -him-^quite the reverse. But he is much, too 
■ M SCjCleyerh,- Peer to have as P.M. to my thinking. But were I 
America neither this nor Egypt would be my affair.” * ' , 

7^{fi:v.Weinyss -Reid wrote to Morley, setting out the 
•|v;^jtvh6le story ; Labouchere had, as always, been candid. 
^:'^I|pywhs indeed bitterly incensed, and had written,' 
am quite prepared to use the arms put into my 
5%^-. hands for my own advantage, not being of a modest or 
^^retiring habit of mind.” “ The dangerous nuisance,” 
he described, himself, explained to John Morley 
; V;^V:that he wanted the matter settled before Parliament 
.met, because he would get into a mess with his Radical 
friends were he to shirk Uganda, while if he were put/ 
antagonism with Rosebery and an appointment 
;|% 5 ^iere.’jmade later, it would be deemed a matter of.; 

,bujdng and selling. The next move came from Mrs. 
■£$: Uabouchere who, without telling her husband, sought 
fg:;‘an interview with Rosebery at the Foreign Office, “ of 
than ten minutes.” He was somewhat 
Py ^ ler persistence in her husband’s cause;* 

. Vs rT ."M /irvi /S-M hi r. «■> ^ — _ 1. *11 * 1 t ’’ - 



, :cWho sat ill his official room. From his’ record of the 
•V^^iyersation, which lasted not ten but forty-five 
he evidently was kindness itself; but he 
? ; >'vj^duld hot help asking “what would be the position 
V-dVthis proposal were made not on behalf of a Radical 
hut a destitute duke? Would not the 
^i^bip^pS-of Truth teem with violent diatribes against:; 

' P: .nCplossal a j ob *? 5 5 ' There followed explanation of " • ( 
:ysoine. misapprehensions, and allusion to possible 
’ a pd' the .meeting closed amicably. Then' 
I1 ^ e ^fbm Babouchere himself, stating how. the ;■ 

(18^2-1905). . Editor of Leeds Mercury 1S70- V. 
puto?™? "" f " oi c “ dU ‘'Vtl.»r 


•'* J 
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idea liad originated, and describing his conversations V 
with .Ministers. Morley had spoken of insuperable- 
difficulties, which in -reality were “blessings in dis- 
guise,” but, Labouchere observed— ’ y. 


“ I don’t quite believe in disguised blessings in fact, I . 
never heard of them except in a tract, and in Balfour’s 
speeches, when he put the Nationalist M.P.s in prison. As , : 
regards my attacks on Rosebery in Truth , the Liberal party 
are divided as to what our principles of foreign policy ought 
to be in Europe and Africa. He takes one side, and I take 
the other. Of course I fight for my side. There is nothing 
personal in this. I did not adopt my opinions hi. order to . 
attack Rosebery ; but I have always held them and always; , 
fought for them. In America, however, there are no heathen 
to convert, there is no Egypt to retain, and there is no 
Triple Alliance.” •• 

Rosebery thereon wrote to Labouchere, establish- 
ing direct communication, and sent the papers to. the 
Prime Minister. The Laboucheres suggested further 
ways of meeting the difficulty of a diplomatic re- ; 
shuffle, and the business trailed on into the following- ■ 
year. Labouchere (January 4th) announced his in-, 
tention of bringing in a Bill to allow Peers to surrender : 
their peerdom and stand for the House of Commons, . 
Rosebery expressed his concurrence, and this may : . 
have encouraged Mrs. Labouchere to call on him; 
again in Downing Street to describe a scheme for her. 
husband’s immediate resignation of his seat, the * 
appointment to be made later. Labouchere himself 
wrote three or four times, letters so excellent that 
they ought to be recorded in full, did space permit. 
Mrs. Labouchere, he said, had got it into her head that 
Washington was an Elysium, though Chamberlain had 
said it was a dreary hole, stiff and dull. He himself . , 
in this damp atmosphere suffered from a rheumatic : 
affection in the neck and throat, which made sitting 
in the House like the torments of the damned. If 
he got to Washington he would stay there, like St. 
John in Patmos, and give up Parliamentary life. As 
to buying and selling, he would lose iii the money ' 



'i .sense, because from investments he had thi'ee times , 
: 'v i \.^hat‘ , ":he^ouid,' spend, while Truth brought iii more 
' ■ V than twice a Cabinet Minister’s salary. Rosebery 
/ ■ bad offered to talk it over again with Mr. Gladstone, 
i; ancl if it were desired, with Hareourt and Morley. 

•: This was very kind, but all the Ministers had already 
spoken of insuperable difficulties, although -each ■ 
y- individually .favoured the appointment, while wonder- 
; ; ing how Labouchere could give up the paradise of 
■-.-Parliament. “A Cabinet, in fact, is the firm of 
: .Tawkins and Spendlow on a large scale .” 1 He 
^’-./•thought that Rosebery overestimated his opposition. 

;■ f ; There would always be a section for non-intervention, 

' : ;. but.:the safety of any Foreign Secretary is that not 
fV! ten; then in the House know anything about foreign. 

■ f .politics, ahd, provided there is no war, want to know 
nothing. 

V • ‘‘As’ £6r Washington, a man must be an utter fool who 

’ V-^does riot get on with the Americans. This is done by never 
.CV- expressing an opinion on party issues ; by occasionally making 
‘"-..aspcieelvat a dinner about the language of Shakespeare ; by., 
^.V’feeding; Senators and others ; by carrying out instructions VC . 
y;.:like' a machine ; and by generally professing that, if there : , 

f- - ate two countries made to love each other, they are England -y\; 
yyand. America.” * 

c y . 'Hirhis last letter of reply Rosebery wrote : . . ; . 

thanks for your letters. One of my main regrets 
able, to do as you wish is that I shall not be in 
^yregular/.receipt .of such fascinating despatches. ... I can , f 
: only repeat that I am very sorry that circumstances do not ; • • 

•V ^pkble me to give you the promise you ask for.” V ' ’ ; ; c:'Vy 

■c : ; : Labouchere replied : ,/ ye > 

jTL fat voluntas tun. I daresay that if rheumatism ;wiljCi ‘ f ^ 
keep off, I . shall get as much enjoyment out of the H/df 'jrs 
3 >oU dispatches about seals from, Washington.” 

i-V ! ;> l p» 9 : Jni3sp6lUng of; the .famous partnership in David ^Coppcrfidd' -’- 1 
of, course intentional;'-; > ‘..c- ,<• 
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/ Labouehere’s 'enj oynierit . liad not long to wait ; 
but for the moment the ; final scenes of the. comedy- 
were, played by Mr. Gladstone: and . Mrs . Labouchere. | 
The Prime Minister had entered into the sport with 
great relish, and had suggested some phrases in 
Rosebery’s first formal reply. Now he wrote (February 
18th, 1893): 


“ Ecce iterum. Crispina. My poor dear wife was horribly 
shaken this morning by a card inscribed Mrs. L., and a - •: 
request for a moment’s interview. This proved to be 
intermediary. I was to be the victim for ‘ five minutes . 5 :.;':: 
you know how these minutes stretch from the small photo- 
graphs to the life size.” * . ; 


Needless to say that the veteran fencer, equipped;:; 
with all the courtesies of the duelling ground, was not - 
touched. “ All things end at last, and we parted, 
seemingly in good blood.” ,. t < 

The episode had a prompt sequel ; and in its effects > f 
i • ' • on Rosebery’s position proved to be really important.;- 
For Labouchere, by capacity and ruthlessness, was 
■* the leading Radical figure : and a breach with liim.y 
meant, a ; breach with much of the fighting strength; of ; 

- the party. He might very possibly have made a. !; 
success of the American mission, though it clearly was ; 
impossible to send him there at the time. As the 
correspondence shows, Rosebery was far from dis- . 

' missing the notion off-hand. _ ./ 'Wtfy 

During the year Rosebery still took no part in the ; 
' doings of the House of Lords. Apart from his County , . 
Council work and the few political occasions that 
forced him to the platform, he spoke eloquently at ; 

■ V Glasgow on housing and the need for playing-fields,: 
and at the opening (May 13th) of Brockwell Parle, 

' Herne Hill, he described London as the prey of 
y. ; builders, and urged (June 6th) his friends on the y 
; V County Council not to be remiss in securing open spaces, : 
' so fast disappearing under red and 3 r ellow villas. ■ 

; . This was forty years ago, and we still keep on saying 
the same thing. The opening of the Polytechnic 










^is02p : i^T^ r feSTEI); WITH ^HE ; ' GARTER.;..,;; 

. ; in 4, lie Borough Koad .was His last civic duty of. the 
; year, and he : presided on St. Andrew’s Day at ; the . 
p dinner i;bf the Scottish Corporation in London;- He.; 
wits'- at Sandringham., for the Prince’s birthday party, ; 
; and was three times summoned to Windsor, : where 
/•he was invested with the Order of the Garter on 
November 21st. When he had received Mr. Glad- 
stone’s proposal he had written as follows : 


Private. 


Foreign Office, October 6 th , 1892. 


/“My beau Mu. Gladstone, ‘ , ' ; 

t J’ am^inuch.hpno.me.d ,by your,. prppos^i..i^.subimj^jmy 

... name for the vacant Garter. . , 

X ^My^first impulse is, I confess, to ask you to excuse me. 

; ■ It - seems to me that the time for Garters and the like has 
? /long gone by for me, and there is no one now to be pleased, r 
' “ Moreover 1 cannot help feeling that this decoration 
V might well be utilised to lure some big fish who might be use- 
Vful to the party ; and this solution would be much the most 
. agreeable to me. - . 

. “ Rut it has been my unwilling fate during the last two 
.months to be engaged in so. much irksome and painful 
J ^c^mspdtidettce /yvith . you that if you prefer to- press.your" 
:;\^'pjs§finii>pK)posal jt , shall [not be so ungracious as to ..resist. 
Only I would ask that whatever you decide I may for this 
reason not hear any more on the subject. ■ v ' 

//•; .i; “ b have written exactly my whole mind on this: subject/ 

/ and it reads very ungratefully. But I hope and believe,. 

. that you will understand me.,? If I have omitted anything; 

: / ;it;is this— that it seems to me, particularly in these days, so.. •>; 
-r./.ihuch more distinguished to be undecorated (like yourself) '//'' 
/-/ than the reverse. . " ' / v-;/ : 

- “Believe me, • :y 

" ' “ Yours affectly, ,v 

• ■ “ AR.y ; '-V/.^ 

;i^|^i.Queen asked if he already had the Thistle,' for ; 

. a $s ; slie -would- hot allow him to give it dp;/' On 
//pne .of the other occasions conversation turned iohb/ ;, 

"HflpO wllori RncnVioM, ‘.i’i*.- T.'?/'.: 


.v; 
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“HONI SOIT QUI MAL Y PENSE ! ” 

. “This Garter, brighter from the knee 

OI him who uttered nothing— important.” 

“ Mister ” Rosebery loquitur: 

A Star and Garter ! Here’s a go ! 

Well, well, no doubt 5 twas to be worn meant ; 
And, as mere personal adornment. 

It does look smartish, dontcher know 1 


All personal adornment’s vain, 

Held Dr. Watts, holds dear McDougall ; 
For dowdy dress and habits frugal 
Befit the Democratic strain. 


And I’m a Democrat — of course ! 

The Benjamin Franklin of the Peerage ! 

And yet — ah ! truly ’tis a queer age — ■> ’ 

A Decoration has some force I 

I wonder what the L.C.C. * 

Will say to this ! That I should spurn it ? 

John Burns may swear I ought to burn it. 

Still — it looks natty round my knee. 


I need not wear it when I sit 

Among the broadcloth’d heirs of Bumble ! 
But Foreign Minister too humble 
Were butt of diplomatic wit. 


Battersea’s pride my pride may scourge, 
Well — he may find he’s caught a Tartar. 
A robe — a coronet — a garter 1 — 
Materials for a new “ Pride’s Purge ” ! 


The keen-eyed Democratic lynx 
May watch me with alert suspicion, 

As but a half-disguised patrician, ' 

But — shame to him who evil thinks 1 

{Left posturing complacently.) 


(By kind permission of the Proprietors of “ Punch." 















s of 


- wic : ufumy wp. i sii.uics ux 

; .' Ireland, ;. ! a's tile . guest of John • Morley, spending his 

tmn T .nd itpq o rid c/^A?n rr -fti <d rddc * 





fehuiHe tile acquaintance of our delightful friend Father 
: J ain.es, Ilealy. He was deeply impressed by the 

• Library of Trinity College, and noted at Glasneyin 

;; vFarhell’s grave like a flower-bed, and the cross erected >; 
: to the slayer of James Carey, “ who died for his 
country at London, England.” V v, v 

. Two years had passed since Lady Rosebery’s death, 
y. and some of her husband’s friends were surprised at- 
his persistently continued display of household mourn- 
;' ing, in various ways that seemed to them extravagant , 
and unreal. His children were too long dressed in . 
/black;, and for four or five years he went on using . 
nptepaper with the broadest black edge obtainable..; ' 

• • For .many years longer his letters still bore signs of = 
V mourning. In these days, since the Angel of Deathv 
-Jw® hoyered over almost every home in the land, the -'. 

custom here has changed— for the better, as most ^ 
: would admit. But at that date the era of professional 





ranch of the old pomp remains ^ And the' v 
•: different religious faiths expect their own injunctions^ 
[to be observed. It is idle to judge harshly the ways ' 

■ y whereby our poor humanity, at its wisest or at its ^ 
j:;. qveakest, seeks for itself some shred of passing comfort ;' " ' 
./qor trics to pay its empty tribute to the dead. One may ; 
^compare the confession of another powerful mind^'A 
qlLsraeli,: the most loyal and grateful of husbands,*^ 


-b\Y* 

\ '5* ' 

! *J ' •!>. 
;v, •; 

, L&r' r 

f ,"A 



■ -yq- u It k. strange, but I always used to think that the Oueeh ^ 

“And 81 ; rtt'T : f W ° C ’ indul - ed ^ ^ morbid P- 

.. s ,, entiment. And jet ; it has become my lot ■ aiid Cseemihgly^ 
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= that there was no longer any being in the world to whom I 
whs an object of concentrated feeling overcame me arid the 
sign remained.” 1 • : h-- ‘y. 



The recollections and prospects of the two men 
were far from being identical. One of them was £■ 
seventy years old when he wrote, the other at this 
time was five-and-forty. But the words of the older 
man give some clue to the sentiments of the younger. 
And there we can leave it. ’ ■ 

It is only fair to add that the children were not 
’ restricted to a regime of sable garb and excerpts from ; 
the Burial Service. The two girls paid their visit > 
to a theatre to see Walker , London , and were kindly 
received by John Toole. Later the whole party went 
to see The Private Secretary. “ It was a great success*, 
for we all laughed amazingly.” ■ 


1 Letters of Lord Beacon sficld to Lady Chesterfield and Lady Bradford, 
edited by the Marquess of Zetland. Introduction. - v - J . 


1 



CHAPTER XIV 

V'^OBEIGI^ OFFICE : EGYPT : SIAM : THE 

- 5IENT BILL: NAVY ESTIMATES: ' GLADSTONE’^//:/ 
, RETIREMENT 


%/A. little ceremony early in the new year onlyelaims; jpr.- 
record in the light of later events.. A presentation;/;// 
/•/was made to Lewis Harcourt on his resignation of ^e/y/// 
l 1 ^Secretaryship of the Home Counties Liberal . Fedefa-v;V.;-f. 
v-^tion, Rosebery presided, and dwelt on the .briBiknlb^f?-;^ 
//distinction which the recipient would have won/'eytm;^?/ 
//;if..in office, had he not chosen perhaps the nobler ,and;\|^-? 
///certainly the more laborious part of workmg/dn^f;/ 
///obscurity for the regeneration of the Cause., . Lewisu|r : ’ 
/./ Harcourt, in his reply, said that they recogriised^ii^/Ky 
• ; .Lord Rosebery all that was best in the English characf;};:??;- 
//iter. In him they saw the model citizen, the /brilliant///// 
/writer, the eloquent orator, the admirable, municipal; tfp 
;f/- reformer and, above all, the practised and practical;^ 
^kfatesman. Both speakers strewed roses . vvitli 
’'■^''grudging hands. ’rj. ’ \Y*. 

Later ..in January the Foreign Office; was agitadhd : :by;'/;SV^ 


/AhbasHilmy Pasha, a schoolboy in age and capacity, / •• 


//hussive to Downing Street. Rosebery’s position;#as ; '^f i) 
not easy, for several of his colleagues were so. 

.’'’■'•rn Allf r\-V I?<vrrr\4* 4 -La 4* J I J iT, Y 'Hi' 1 ' if * f’i 


y; humiliation too great a price to pay. On the otlier ^ £ 

: • hand .. Cord r!mmpr ! c; en (Tor^cf^r? TYI bo Onv/lO V A TV-I t J d f-7'- ' *"/«' 'l 


after a long Cabinet he drafted ( January i I7th);/// / 
telegrams which were substmitially/%v;:^ 
: ff c f e P te .d- . “ The Khedive gave in, 5 ’ he,/ noted, y 
: // ; ^but. snake scotched; not killed. 55 / -Two days dateL-^y: ;; 
>• tKiej Labihet : /^a|'/^hiiew;ed / 
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y; hours' at the ; end. of which Rosebery carr ieddiis V ; ' 
■■ further compromise telegram. Harcourt took Rose- 
bery’s view in the main, and was conciliatory, but his / ] 
. ; one real supporter was Bryce. Mr. Gladstone was : • 
.very hostile,- and fertile in histbncal^preced<^?j^ 
/ .-Kimberley, Herschell, and. Spencer, did not support Y 
i: Rosebery, and all the rest looked on mutely. At thef: ; 

same time Rosebery told the Prime Minister that the Y: 

. army of occupation ought to be ^ strengthenecl pYYYYY/ 


“ Prevention is better than cure at all times : we have hadY/ 
a significant warning, and I fear if we do not take it we! arev0- 
at the beginning of a new and alarming phase of the Egyptian ; 
question . . . though it may be desirable ; ; to/e vacuate ; . Y 
Egypt we cannot be jockeyed or intrigued out of it;”; •YY.,4 7 Y 


Later on he repeated to the Prime Minister his ; ’ : 

; general reading of the situation. Sir Charles Bilke^Y/ 
had written to Mr. Gladstone an expression of the . Y 
Radical view. 


Mentmobe, April- 16i//,:1898/'V;.;. ' ; > : 
, “My deab Mb. Gladstone, , iiH'l 

“Many thanks for letting me see Dilke’s letter, which ' : 
.1 return. , . ‘ '• Y YY /Y YY;Y 

“It is interesting and able, bar perhaps, . that Crokenan'Y'o 
assumption of an omniscience and precision : whicli; he ; does 
. not possess. . YY>yY-. Y.-'Y./Y|:Y 

“No one is more sensible than I am of the delicacy and v ?Y 
perplexity of our position in Egypt. Were :we> out k>fdt>I^h;4 
should on the whole rejoice. Nor am I insensible to ; , the p';-;; 
advantages offered by a convention on the basis of that .of 
’ 1887 with a modified clause as to evacuation. r , ; Yx YYYYY'/Y 
“ But much that would have been possible and , practicable ;/Y 
lias been prevented by the action of the young Khedive.’’ -YY v 


\C--. The Queen, always dreading the Liberal Govern- Y 
ment’s attitude towards Egypt, complained that /: 

; Y instructions had been sent to Lord Cromer withouty . 

■-./ her sanction. Rosebery trusted that:.' he;.' '.would;; 

Y . acquitted of precipitation or neglect. Cromer had pro-: • ;;; / 
. posed to occupy all the Government offices and to YY 
, /. seize :.the telegraph; office . Had this somewhat violent ly .; 
/ scheme been adopted .the Queen’s assent would; have; ./Y 




; J&SjS ; CROMER/ 

;rbcen necessary, but its rejection merely meant moi’e ■; 
'time being given to the Khedive for reflection. >A; / 
tumultuous storm of sinister telegrams had rained on 
: the Foreign} Office, so that it had been difficult for , 
‘tthevPrhne Minister to send details to Windsor. ; 7 

A', day or two after the Cabinet (January 18th) ; 
Kosebery described to the Queen the difficulties he 
iMouhdm commending Lord Cromer’s views, with which 
;:he Was in general agreement, to some of his colleagues, : 
;}“joyaflyicpndudmg : ■ 

Sir. William Hareourt holds very heartfelt feelings in 
=! ; ;ifavour of general evacuation, but it is doing him no more 
/I than; justice to say that he has been extremely conciliatory , 

3 and good tempered in this business.” 

A And there was even an element of discord on the ; 
I' Side of the great public servant on the spot. The 
Foreign' Secretary wrote to the Queen : 

^,‘ v Lord’Ebsebery makes every allowance for the crisis and 
//■flier strain- jo which Lord Cromer has been subjected. But 
; : >he :canhOt . think that the tone of his telegrams was judicious, ‘ 
W and dhis constituted indeed the greatest obstacle in Lord 
.V/'Roseb’ery’s path. . 

•??/:. ‘‘.Lord Cromer is gouty; but gout, though a disease by/..- 
f|;ho meajis incompatible with statesmanship, is an element in,/ 
/pic. /.situation* which requires vigilance on the part of the . 
f sufferer.;-; :rThcit is to Say, he must watch himself to see that 
does mot affect, his manner or style. The French proverb / /: 
if; might /be ephyerted' into ‘ II n’y a que la vdrite et la gouttd ? 

qtii. ;piquent ’b there were traces of both in Lord Cromer^/, 
./teiegrarhs;-. Hence; the Cabinet was irritated. . '•! 

^tv^ord Rosebery does not say this in detriment of a public?/, ... 
•^seiyaiib/Whbjn'he 'trusts, admires, and respects; But he is?K. ' 
//certain that; had Lord Cromer simply telegraphed in. response ' ,t 
'/••tpS^iday?s-: ; t^egram from the Cabinet, ‘Pray give me v? 
//authority to; announce reinforcements, as the General afid A/? 
y. oanhpt respond for order without them,’ he would have had 



y/yiRosebery’s correspondence with the Prime Minister" ) 
^x^e Egy^iah erisis allows no sigh of the u : hostility ’’ ? 
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which the former noted on January 19th. / It ;was / -; 
/ evidently /only; . directed; against / drastic // military ;/ 
/ measures; and there /was no copious interchange of / 
letters such as had marked the Uganda crisis of the-// 
previous autumn. ;••'///; 

. The Queen, however, kept a vigilant eye on the / 
Diplomatic Service. Rumours had reached her. con- 
cerning two of its prominent members ; and Rosebery . 
had to admit that Her Majesty’s gracious letter had . 
/somewhat disconcerted him. Of one of the /officials;/; 
in question Rosebery had hoped that in tlie torpid /. 
and somnolent atmosphere of his present post . his 
proverbial irritability would have lost something of/; 
its keen edge. To learn, therefore, that he had 
/ managed to tax the endurance of his phlegmatic and 
impassible surroundings was almost more than Rose- 
bery could bear. •* 

: “For it is impossible to move him. It would be wrong.;./ 
on 'the one hand to foster by his promotion the race of; 
impracticable diplomatists of which he is the ideal, while 
on the other hand it is clear that the Court does not exist;/-, 
which would not, after the briefest experience, pant for his / 
removal. A post as Queen’s Messenger of an exalted , arid; 

. . special description, which would keep him in constant .flight . 
through the principal Capitals of Europe, would alone meet 
the case of this bird of sinister passage, but this unfortunately ;.. t 
does not exist.” •. / 

With respect to the other diplomatist, Rosebery, / 
/ though he had long been assailed by the rumours in. 

/ .question, was not inclined to credit them : ;///:/// 

. . “ He thinks that the Ambassador having closed his garden 
to the public has given rise to these malicious reports. :• .He / 

/ may add that in spite of pertinacious enquiry on the subject 
he has never been able even to hear of anyone who has even 
seen the lady, the supposition of whose existence has caused 
so much searching of heart. He is inclined . therefore, 

/ judicially as well as benevolently, to doubt her beingmorc;,. 
/./than a phantom of local gossip.” . .;//:////;'■ 

,/ In the very middle of the Egyptian excitements 
befell a domestic event of the sort that seems sb trivial 


& so 'unforgetta.ble 

vi:A’,ikk'rtA! -nT^A' UrttfA ’■flifj' V , lpT\J3Tf’.nT*^i" t.A filPIT flfSt 


-3$a$iiapy 20 th.—“ The little boys rather low. , I^eil.gothhe; 

Sick. Stockrider to him, — a poor consolation, as 
; he had Wept, the last time I had read it. We dined all five ; 
together, — -not cheerfully. Afterwards I walked to Bishops- • 
gate and back, and saw old Rogers in bed.” ■ •' ?. - 

. January 21 st. — “We all spent a miserable makeshift ■ 

■ morning, but boys very brave. I made all the children write 
■') their name in my bible, (Harry for the first time as Dalmeny) 

. and read John xiv. Then I went and bought the bbys 
hibles, and frames to hold their parents’ portraits. At last 
at 3.2a they went off. Shall I ever forget the cab with the' 

' precise initialled new luggage on the top ? 

“ To-day is the centenary of the execution of Louis XVI. 

I console myself by the incomparable anguish of the parting . 
/of Jan. 20, 1793. . . \ 

. “ Before the Cabinet yesterday I sent the boys to Mr. ••• 
Gladstone to ask for his blessing before going to school. 
It was a touching and beautiful sight. They, and I think . 
he, deeply moved. Alas — five minutes afterwards he and 
I were hammer and tongs over Egypt.” ‘ > : ■ ‘ X 

/ He wrote to Lady Leconfield the same day : ' , ‘ V v; 


, .0 y, . “.Within five, minutes of the boys’ going I received dis^ O'' y 
O. tracting telegrams. The strain on public grounds would O ' ; ' 
;' ;; hay^ been very severe all this week, and I think the private / y 
0 -istrain-'has/'Sq to speak, tugged me straight. ..When I nmOOO' 
f: oioxious' abroad I think of my trouble at home and vice versd, . " 

: and like a whipping top am kept going by constant stripes.” ? U 

da ys later, when he was seeing Mr. Gladstone . 

Oh, business : yOivO 

OoO*' He '.spoke about the boys. Said he saw I . was moved 

'he.- btessed' them : * I thought of the time when I first ' ; 
:0#x>k Willie to school and cried like a child.’ ” 1 V> i'ii 

-&ese simple emotions died out ,witK the 4 ? - y 
Queen Tietoria’s reign ? .. . .0 ; - OvO^Oi/i 

Gladstone, as has been noted, attached import- -OO 

. ‘^WVilliam, .'Gladstone the younger had died in J[ulyI89if. V : ,0 'OOO ’y* 
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ance to 'Rosebery’s leadership of the Lords but 
, Rosebery thought differently, and had written before A; 
Parliament met : . ■■ ■ " -'-'v •A-’ A. AyAA 


December 14 th, 1892. — “As to the leadership of the Lord^ 

I was clear in August that it should remain where it is pbutM 
I did not wish to trouble you more then, and so oiily •' 
communicated my views to my colleagues in the House of A?:/. 
Lords, shewing that there were six months before us. ’ r . ' 

“ Lord Salisbury indeed combined the Foreign Office with A 
the leadership of the House of Lords. But, putting aside the ; A 
intellectual disparity, there is a vast difference between; : 
leading a party of 500 peers and a party of 25. Were I well 5 '/ 
versed in the questions at issue I should rather enjoy tHis, 
but I am not, and should have laboriously to master them; A 
Now I fear that night- work may bring me back to insomnia,! ; - ' 
and I can just get along without night-work or discreditable 
arrears under present circumstances. But if I were leader 
I could not. ... I seem to have left you under the im- : .; 
pression that I had agreed to lead ; whereas I really went. A. 
away under the impression that you would weigh my written'- A, 
objections at your leisure. Forgive this long story.” A A 7A 

The result was that Lord Kimberley stayed on, 
and Rosebery attended his official dinner before the 
opening of Parliament. Thus during the session A. 
which opened on January 31st he confined himself - 
mainly to departmental speeches, with a few excep-j 
tions, one of the first importance. A;/ : vA V'-' 

The Uganda squabble, which had so nearly : closed A 
Rosebery’s career as Foreign Secretary, had been ; 
compromised by the dispatch as Commissioner of 
Sir Gerald Portal, whom Rosebery had observed in 
Egypt years before, to “endeavour to make British 
influence felt by the natives, to maintain peace and 
order, to develop legitimate trade . . . and generally 
to pave the way for conferring on the natives the 
benefits of civilisation which, on the suppression of the 
evils of the Slave Trade, should accompany the revival 
of prosperity.” Portal was to have a considerable 
force of Zanzibari troops, and to be given as free a 
hand as possible. - - yy AA ’ivy 




^ •S Ms was on ; a • fbir' Way dowatds the establishment } 
^ol tlic fab teetotate- which was announced in Pariia- 
: iheht:on April 12th . One cost of the expedition Was 
l^h^rcmnsing life of Sir Gerald Portal. Sir William 
ii^^atcourtjvKis- biographer tells us, had yielded to the 
• '-arguments for settled control in that distracted region, 
■^ahd: Was immersed in his continual controversies -with 
i'- the-spending departmeiits. But he cannot have pro- 
V muigated the Government policy in Parliament with 
: f)nihch enthusiasm. On the other hand, Lord Salisbury 
V>%aye;;it marked approval. 

y-v:; While the debate on the Address was in progress, 
"^Rosebery wrote to the Prime Minister : 

forgive my writing a hint which I forgot to give this 
yS nioraing.- Bo not ignore Edward Grey, who is able and ready 
/Wtoapeak if the discussion on foreign affairs goes on to-night;” 


Wy^yltdid continue, Labouchere having aheady violently 
;; assailed Rosebery at home and Captain Lugard 1 in 
Vy Africay niid having encountered a crushing answer 
V,yfrom:.the Prime Minister. Sir Edward Grey, inter- 
veiled in due course, and was complimented on his W, 
'''S&t^ijpearance as spokesman for the Foreign Office. - 
7^?^uestions relating to Central Africa and the Congo 
. April 4th) ; did not flare up this year, but a letter to . .. . 
;lvSii;.!flehr^.Ponsonby shows that the train was laid. ; 
f^^heVQueen thought that Sir E. Monson, her Minister. V ;- ; 
; at Brussels, 2 had not shown due consideration to the 
; -;King of the Belgians. Rosebery replied : - "y : l 

have strong reasons for separating theJ!J< 
Belgians from the Sovereign of the Congo.. The 
^pne ismewiareh of a guaranteed, and friendly nation, the other 

V 

■£££: A;?pinpliyof 'fact ' is worth a bundle of epithet;.' 

pf^he; Congo has sent a large filibustering force 

sphere of influence, and it. has oceupied ’Lado, . ; W r 

"W : -> 1 hi:j8S8; ,,'Cr: Lord Ivugaid 1928. G.C.M.G., etc. . ■ 

G.CJB. (1834-100,9). Minister at; Athens 

%r- • at /Brussels . 1892-3 ; Ambassador' at Vienna' i893^6.; ': : ^;v' 

. M-W 1 ™ :i^9 0-190 4r., 1 g-V;, . 



; : ail -important post on the Nile. LThe Sovereign of the Congo 

j ^v';,;says' he has no idea where the expeditionary , force may be] 
• ‘ It is /the King of the. Belgians then that has been in constant 
t ' ,V: and notorious communication with them (for. we luiow it as 
. a fact). We can only regret that the separation of ;the fune- 
- - tion of the two sovereigns is so complete. . - Possibly 

something of all this has percolated into Monson’s manner] 
if so l am not surprised and cannot blame him. 


“I will leave you to judge how much of all this you will 
communicate to the Queen,” : ; , '-/\l 



T » 


In other communications to the Sovereign in the f 
spring (March 29th) Rosebery tried to soothe the | 
concern which she had expressed at the possible. •; 
payment of Members of Parliament by saying that : 

. Mr. Gladstone was not in love with the proposal, and 
financial considerations would prevent its being . ; 
“forthwith” carried into effect. But a grievance 
; was felt, and — , 

“In himself, Lord Rosebery is well aware that it has not. 
always worked well, and that it may probably lead to demands 
for payment by local bodies ; but he is inclined in this as in .. 
much elsewhere to trust to the good sound common sense: i 
of the people of Great Britain. J 

“ Mr. Labouchere has hitherto dealt tenderly with Lord .. . 
Rosebery, leaf by leaf, like an artichoke. But he lias now y 
wearied of such untimely delicacy, and is moving to strike 
- : Lord Rosebery’s official salary entirely off the estimates ! ” ; 

The frontier between Siam and Cambodia, part of , 
the Annamite Empire under French protection, was. > 
beginning to create some uneasiness. We were not 
' concerned with the particular matter at issue ; but 
’■ it was the happy lot of the great European Powers 
to haye no contiguous frontier in Asia, . andy any; d; 
subjection of Siam by France might bring Ipdo-.. 
i L.. - China into undesired proximity to Burmah aha 
v ; ; India. . When the question was raised in the House . . 
L L/of Lords (June 15th), Rosebery gave a guarded reply? :? 

^pleading lack of information. A month’ later itliiq .:>. 
• ^ same Peer, Lord Lamington, asked a further question. 
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and this time Rosebery read a written answer. The 
frontier question at the Mekong Valley 1 was still 
.unsettled, but the more serious matter of the ascent 
of the river Menam by two French gunboats was 
believed to have occurred against orders. British 
property at Bankok was safeguarded by our ships, 
.and the French declared themselves equally anxious 
to secure the integrity and independence of Siam. 
Later in the month Rosebery found the whole business 
weighing heavily on him, and for a moment it appeared 
- extremely critical. It was important to know what 
the attitude of Italy and of Germany would be in the 
event of war with France. The German Government 
thought that Italy would respond to “ the somewhat 
dramatic confidences ” made to her, and would have 
-to intervene. From Germany’s own standpoint 1 : 
“ From the point of view of domestic politics, a war 
would not be undesirable if supported by public 
opinion. From the military point of view it is just 
as good now as later.” Rosebery asked for a Cabinet 
on July 1st, telling Gladstone that the French per- 
sisted in their blockade in spite of the unconditional 
surrender of the Siamese to the French ultima- 
tum, and that they had ordered our gunboats to 
leave Bankok. The situation, therefore, was grave. 
Happily the rumour proved to be untrue. Rosebery 
Had at; once telegraphed that the vessels were to 
remain, which would have meant a collision, but ' 
. -™ sfa officer commanding found that he had 
misunderstood the French Admiral. So the Cabinet 
vas not called, and the incident closed. Harcourt, 

fl'r? i been a ffi° ac ^’ wrote hearty congratulations 
Kosebery, on his settlement of the question. But 

S - opmion of the French proceedings was 
Ss f y glTCn t0 the Queen at the height of 

_ Foreign Oitice, July 26th, 1893. 

fulthankifm* v ety m 11 - 1 his , humble dut y returns his respect- 
Uanks fol l our Majesty’s gracious letter and telegram. 

1 German Diplomatic Documents 1871-1914, vol. ii, pp, 238-40, ’ 

t II — 6. 
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-“ He does not disguise vfronrydur !Riajcsty r hi^beli|f 
if a note were presented at Paris saying that ^out M^je^ty’g' ^ 
Government could not. accept the. position created, by/the!-; 
Siamese cessions of territory, the French Government' wbuldl;-! 
yield ; more especially if that note were supported by a similah; J 
one from China. But there would be the chance of refusal,.: ' 
and a refusal would mean war. The. ^two'/ijiieistions thati i 
Lord Rosebery has to ask himself are : would the Government ! 
run this risk, and would the House of Commons? support 
them if they did ? To both these questions the answer would ! '): 
in his opinion be, undoubtedly, No. V 3( 

“These questions and problems have been actively c 
employing Lord Rosebery by night and by day.,eveL.'slnce4:- 
affairs have taken this acute turn. He would not shrink?^ 


for a moment in staking his official existence on the’ risk -lie !.!;.: 
has mentioned, and he may yet have to do so. But the l ; y 
moment for that has not yet come, and, if it did, his retire^;; 
ment might not greatly further the solution of the. difficulty.- 1 ' 
“ In all these questions it is of the first importance to;:. v 
distinguish the material from the immaterial. The behaviour! 
of France to Siam has it appears been base, bcrifel aiiil !/f 
treacherous. Perhaps nothing so cynically vile is on record. 
But that is not our affair. We cannot afford to. be the; ! 
Knight Errant of the World, careering about to !redress;J 
grievances and help the weak. If the French cut thethroats';/ 
of half Siam in cold blood we should not be justified in going, 
to war with her. In all this matter we have onlyone prime' :; : 
interest, and, strangely enough, that interest :is; /equally ; .;; 
French. It is to keep a buffer between the Frencli/froiitief J.; ? 
and that of India, in order that a vast expendi hire and danger . | 
may not be incurred by the immediate proxifiiity/bf a;.great»!b 
military power on our South-Eastern flank* ; v H ; 
secure such an intermediate zone, state, or' temtdry y^;shall.|V 
have obtained all that Great Britain really 
. telegram just this moment received from Lord Dufferin givesv,; 
■some hope that this may be secured. ' 

“Lord Rosebery fears that Your Majesty ;; will ^ thirik;;.all:i , 
this very cold blooded. He at any rate is not soi; 'It niake^ 
his blood boil to read of the French proceedings. 
invade and butcher the Siamese, and demand two-fifths of.;;: 
, V" ! Siam for doing so. The Siamese indeed are-pot a /very truthy; 
'• "fill or respectable race, but that is no excuse fortrea.ting ; ; 
like vermin, and for behaving to tbieni 
, honesty, but with uncommon dishonesty.-; 
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Y?evcr kefcp-.tlie jpolice' 6f the world : the Empire is a sufficient 
>1- responsibility:' without that. The French must bear the 
'^burden of- -their own misdeeds, and Lord Rosebery does not 
doubt that as there is a God in heaven, these will find them 

out-.-: Y’.p ’• . - 

;: 0 . ^.‘‘.Noivwith great deference, would Lord Rosebery wish to 
appeal to the Triple Alliance. It becomes Your Majesty’s 
dignity to settle this matter without such assistance. Resort 
Y to the Triple Alliance may some day be necessary, and no 
• y ; .doubt the French are trying their best to drive us to it : but 
■ this should be in some direr strait than the present. 

; Y Y\y Lord Rosebery begs that Your Majesty will excuse this 
i tedious but very secret rigmarole.” 


Y;^ Rosebery’s verdict that nothing so cynically vile 
as the conduct of the French was on record is Glad- 
. stonian in its vehemence. Perhaps it goes somewhat 
far,; if one were to examine the history of European 
' expansion in Asia and Africa by the Great Powers. 
But Rosebery’s experience at the Foreign Office had 
bred in him deep distrust of the French policy of those 
days outside Europe. Nor was he by any means 
alone in so thinking. 

; a’; Apart from these grave affairs, the Foreign Office 
y : not greatly harassed this year. Armenian Clirist- 

'Y J, ans , . ^Tre being tried at Angora (then an uii- . 

familiar name), and the Archbishop of Canterbury 
Y ^ or them . Rosebery was able to show that; 

Jus intervention had secured banishment instead of , 
,;;peath as the fate of the chief ecclesiastics, and if the 
-^ e ' °B ier prisoners proved to be the mere 

■ . . ffibekeiy that theirs had been, he would make the ; • 

■;i; same representations. - . , ■ 

■ YY^ e O v as a ^ so a ble to show that he was keeping a J 

-®y e on Persia and the Persian Gulf. •• • 

had said that the result of the General 
;; Election smote him under the fifth rib ; but Home 
*4 majority and to drop the subject was 

: ^of : R T e H T - y } aS T have seen ’ was a behrer: 

] mtdld il ot boast Bacchic inspira- Y 
Jifner he nor Harcourt formed part of the • 
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;.dabinet;.]Gpn^itteei6^;'six whose task it ^as^t^-frameS 
a measure better balaric and more acceptable ihaii: - ': 
the: Bill of 18S6. . The Queen had somehow pensuadech 1 ;^ 

herself that Rosebery, chained to his chair- at thedd 
Foreign Office, . was little more than nomiiialty> 
adherent to Gladstone's Irish policy^? and ;did:not-;k 
scruple to confide to him the dislike and dreadwitli;i 
which she contemplated it.. His acknowledgment* 
must be given in full, for it exactly presents his candid ly 
opinion : ' 


. , ’ , ; Foreign Office, J?/nc.9f/^;l893. : U v 

• ... ; “Lord Rosebery with his humble duty begs.tb express'd;' 

: ; the feelings of pleasure and gratitude with' which , he) : lias dy 
: received Your Majesty’s gracious letter, and the expression', 
d ' of confidence contained in it. ydy; . d'd 

. . : “ It is however for reasons which are sufficiently obvious, yd 
-•dd; hot very easy for him to discuss the topic oil which Your . -y 
yd...',; Majesty dwells. . 

: ; . ' - “ He is not an enthusiastic Home Ruler, in the; sensyofyd; 
; ; ■ 1 believing that it is a certain panacea for the' secular. Ills' of 
V'; Ireland ; nor would he pursue that remedy to the length: of ‘;:i, 

. : civil war, for of course it would then be worse -thandthe dy 
' '" disease it is designed to cure. But he regards it ak on the dd 
yd,. : .. whole the most practicable or least impracticable methodydy 
of governing that country, and, indeed, until it shall' have r. 
been tried, he knows of no alternative : for he believes that-* 
were the hope of Home Rule to be removed the liatent 
v, d of anarchy and revolution would break out with renewed * 
y-d boiror. , ■ • ?k : ;dd*d -*{id; 

?d; * “ He considers therefore that the Government ha,ye no , dy 
choice but to go on with their measure, to which they are y 
■f-\ pledged in honour, and which a majority of the Hpuse of-d&| 
Commons supports. It will no doubt be rejected by;they;* 
dd. HousO of .Lords, and the result of that rejection remains. tody 
d y - be seen. : Lord Rosebery will utter no forecast With regard yy 
. - to it. -But, in the meantime, by the im written. laws of politicSyd 
. hnd of the. existence of Governments, the bill rhust inevitably 
proceed through the House of Commons. There is indeed' ^; 
■V! d no choice in the matter. . ' ' .'d**' dd- d d'd-d;dw 

d'-^'dd^ Lord Rosebery deplores Your Majesty’s misgivings and * 
d . ^distress; the more so as he can fully enter into Your Majesty s . 

d'lr.'dpoiht - of view. . But eyen should. thhHpmy:Rhl^ffi^ 


5% s i > ; ;,GOyEl^^O^^ BILL c ! ; y-y 4-29 ' 

Believes, Your Majesty: can .-y 

’4’-^urfel y,|»)aee.sUffieieiit confidence in the robust common sense 
,'4fahajpyeisyhelining power of Great Britain to be certain that 
y' tlieVultimate result cannot be disaster. Lord. Rosebery’s 
fjlovtfc " prognostications are of course much more sanguine, 

4 though falling short of course of the hopes entertained by 
’4' some of his colleagues. Indeed he is not sure that he does 
y -hot' consider the London County Council a more portentous 
• circumstance than an Irish Local legislature. 

; T ; * ‘ Should Your Majesty care to see Lord Rosebery, or 
/.' could it be the least relief for Your Majesty to discuss this 
tysubjectwith a devoted servant, he would leave for Balmoral 
1 on Wednesday, June 14, as was originally proposed.” 
r ’■ j ■ 

/ After its laboured transit through the House of 
Commons, the unheard-of vigour with which the . 
c champion of eighty-four fought its battle, and its 
final passage by a majority of 34, — impossibly 
■ - puny for a great constitutional change, — the measure 
7 reached the House of Lords. It was not debated 
7 there until September 5th, when Lord Spencer moved ; 

• '- - the -second reading of the doomed Bill and the Duke 
. of Devonshire its rejection. Four days of debate 
1; . -concluded by a vote of 419 against a poor 41 in favour 
typf Home Ride. All the principal orators in the Hoiise, 
and. some others not exactly orators, took part, i 

forty years have passed, and Ireland, then 
g^oyemedin practice as a Crown Colony, 1 has become ■ 
.^hvselfe^oveming Dominion. So the interest of the 
yv^disbiissibn is now purely historical. Rosebery spoke \ 
y<&fc3eng£k-:i>h - the ' third day, following a powerful ' 
Speech from a former pillar of the Gladstone Govern- ' . 
lament, Lord Selborne. The unreality of the present .-: 
vi|^sehssi°n was Rosebery’s first comment. Then he •/• 
/;V furned.,tp the Duke of Argyll, who had quoted from • 
: sb P le ; observations on the Union, and called 
fpn^yietim/of the fatal and malignant diseasty 
■i^0^ : -Glad§tonimia^ Lord Londonderry, on the other ’ ; 

■ of Irish members in the House of Commons -did not' 

this, highly, inconvenient as they could nmke'theinty’v 

.,v.-,;-selye3 : there. -t,: u v '.:' 
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'/ hand,; with his mass of quotations, ws a sufifere^ from J '• 
morbus Spenceranus. \ ■; i/- 
■i : He himself would not discuss ^(Mail^'^cSe^tlife SS 

point at issue was far larger than t an^’Bili^^SiV'?- 
debate would be elevated by making it a discussion I ; 
: on policy ; the two parties disagreed on the method • 
of governing and conciliating Ireland. He -(did 
pretend to be certain, but he had reached the eon- 
.. victions he held in the teeth of almost all that would ':; 
tend to make him take the other side. In theHouse// 
of Commons the Tory party had voted recklessly ^fdfS: 
incoihpatible amendments, as it seemed in order :; 
to bring Parliamentary institutions into contempt. ; 
But in the Lords their responsibility was tenfold 
greater. It would be a standing repiroach tO vLbrd^i; 
Salisbury that in six years of office he had madeno/: 
attempt to reform the House. An Irish Peei;;had.-;i 
said that he knew all about Ireland ; but that was not • s 
the question — Did Ireland know about him ? Did ;.;, 
he represent Ireland in any shape or form ?. ' ■'Passih^^ 
from that, he had sometimes felt that the ; Irishf/: 


Question would be settled by an agreement between . / 
the two political parties. The Liberal Iffiionists^t g 
any rate had admitted that Home Rule was merely/ ; ; 
a question of degree. If, instead of r e j ecting the Bill/// 
/ they had defined their policy by moving ' amend-.”- 
ments, the final issue would have been a conference i v | 
of the two Houses, which might have led to a fruitful:'; - 
result. He proceeded in the tone of his letter to the- 
Queen to describe himself as a witness, but not an : 
enthusiastic witness, in favour of Home Rule^ With > 
, him it was not a fanaticism, but a question ^ of; policy v 4 
: alone. He touched upon the Tory abandonment 0 %.^; 
" . f coercion in 1885, and asked how Austria coidcLhaw/v; 

held Venice if every four or five years apartyhad// 
;.' ; ;'.announced that it would drop coercion.:/ Agami/y 
. there could be no equal devolution in the countries ..7 
of the United Kingdom, though at first he had hoped // 
///there might be. But what policy, what scheme had. ip; 
the Opposition in view ? When they / 
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ilyour garrisons or ^itliyour gold, the end of it by 

lip Vmlv snrrift fnr 


some 


^P^lipK^'^stablishment of the London County 
>®efoji3of • Act^'of 1867. This Bill was 
J::|8hlild ; tKat, ; ‘a :it leap in the dark, 5 5 but a leap towards 

: V ^ . ’ ■ '• 

>^3(j^fd.iiBalfbu^ 1 .6f Burleigh, who followed, said that 

chaff, but not of argument : 
lBpjrdydIa^buty,'/;thd^ next day, regarded it as an 
feidiibifibn^ tactics and diplomacy. Lord Salisbury, 
^l}wnSmg-rup.->tl]ie : debate for his side, said that 
7'ltosehery4- ; ?':\-.'.;-:. • 

p ■:>, T >- - - . ; . 

^aid^opdi$t^Itpffcen i observed in speakers with a singular 
^f^^^prytlie'ligiiter arid more humorous kinds of speech. 
|^lio^^refi^e ; jba; tiiat -in order to save himself from the 

a{* nVrs^inf r* t n rvM rx rr r\ r.v» rwv^r r*vir» -<r/-v r*> ■» i L i A r» 4 - 


j5^?)K|^^^splye:was ‘How shall I get through an liour- 
^dr^usater’^- :speech without undertaking any pledge 
0to^Mayd»e^heohYenieht' to me in the future ? * ” , 

■^Kis,iwals ; :hkfdiy fair, as Lord Kimberley in conclusion 

jpoihte®out’t-:''';,^- ■ *. ; 


^^fly.fipblp'icifflid-the Foreign Secretary is like one of those 

highest degree both a tragic and* 
Jf/he commenced with a number of witty 
tf# ^whieh l am sure delighted the House, he did not! 

latter part of his speech to the graver, 
' -H do not think it possible that any 

VvTnnt'rv u i . jj .1 ti'vxi..' 


•■k v* v ."Vs^ y* >/ y* “• , s ’ • \ t * ** ■ >! , 

comment was: , 'v'^V' 

^tV^^^0^*v^d:;by;'ari unlucky muddle thought I had 

instead of one. This made me 
argumentsj'- and disturbed the\balarice 
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of the speech. Went home profoundly disgusted with myself. : , 

But some people were pleased.” . : : ; : , ^ \v 




Francis Horner wrote in 1809 that no legislative v 
" measure had ever been carried against prejudices that 
was not prosecuted with as much ardour as if it wei’<j : 
expected to prove a very panacea — though none — 
could with truth be so proposed. He was not far > 
wrong, as the later history of the nineteenth century 
showed; but Rosebery did not think Ho m e Rule , a , 
panacea, as he had told the Queen, and was hot 
prepared to say that it was. But he was not a bad : \ 
prophet of the methods whereby the Home Rule skip* : .. 
would at last be brought to harbour. - 

Hard driven, but not over-driven, by his Foreign vd 
Office duties, Rosebery found it possible to appear 
this summer on several uncontentious fields 
presided at the twenty-fifth banquet of the Royal ■ 
Colonial Institute (March 2nd). His office, he pointed > -• 
out, was concerned almost daily with colonial ques- 
tions, such as frontier delimitations. He repeated) K 
his conviction that in frequent Imperial conferences ^; 
would be found the solution of “what was called 
Imperial Federation.” Some thought the Empire y 
large enough, but it was part of our responsibility 
that some of the undeveloped regions of the hybrid-' 
should receive the Anglo-Saxon character. . : 

More congenial still was the stone-laying ceremony 
at the Bishopsgate Institute (May 15tli). Canon ; • 
Rogers, said Rosebery, had been a civilising agency 
for thirty or forty years. He had lately (and here, : 
surely, was a touch of malice) preached a sermon on . 
“Can these dry bones live?” and life was being 
breathed into the dry bones of the City charities.- .' 
He hoped the Institute would provide innocent,;. 

. enjoyment, because the thesis that life could be ; 

: 7 ; reduced to a Blue Book for mental and a biscuit for y 
physical nourishment did not stand the test of tinie y;, 

, or experience. , 

He next opened the new Town Hall at Battersea ; 





THE HANDY BOY! 

Tht Missis : I knew yon had plenty to do, Primrose, but X was quite sure you wouldn't 
mind taking up those coals ! ” 


1 








■V :vl8d3j RIAli^ OCCASIONS . '. 

(Noyi^lj6r 15tli), Witli a cordial speech oh municipal 
>. institiitions and the new-born pride of Londoners in 
A London ”- He spoke at the Royal Academy banquet 
.^.!(J&'2^);^d-at'=tIie‘ Trinity House, where, be Had 
. /: a bantering mateli with Sir William Harcourt, but, 
like the other speakers, turned gravely to the naval 
calamity' wliieli had just stricken the nation in the 
; loss of ■ ’the Victoria- and Admiral Tryon. , 

1 f Two bther Imperial occasions were a paper read by 
Lord Onslow at the Colonial Institute (November 
Tith) on State Socialism in Australasia, and a 


, dimicr at : the Imperial Institute (November 16th) 

: to an old friend, Lord Elgin, on his appointment as : 

: ; .Viceroy of India. But these were parerga. He was ; 

entrusted by the Cabinet with the chairmanship of 
•/.; the Coxiference between Federated Coal-owners and ^ 

: ; the Miners’ Federation on the dispute which had. -'y'i'j 
brought, about a general strike in the industry. It A 
v met ; at the Foreign Office on November 17th. The 
“Chairman’s account tells the story : '”■* ' ' ‘ ■ 


: ; “ One of the most anxious and happiest days of my life. .■ - t' A 

. ’ , ,Tlie;Cpal Conference assembled at 11 and rose at 5.20 having vA i* 
. .• come to a treaty of peace. ' • - 

gave a plain luncheon. Afterwards the - masters ‘{-vQ’: 
retired;to discuss a. proposition of mine, and remained away y ? '' ; . 1 ; 
■1 .fully.' ‘two hdursl . The men were away, later, and for abbut^t-Ve 
twisty minutes.. ’ ■’ 

,y;VpltI)inCd ^ alone, very tired. But it would have been a. good .Ay’ t 
y day; to; die on.” . ‘ M .y A. ’'-;' 

■ • • Thb terms included the creation of a Board of 'A, 
Conciliation ; composed of fourteen representatives of . 
each side, ;i,yith a neutral chairman, to meetfinV* .a':- 

y The/Board to have power to < deterr A.A 
• mine the, rate of. wages as from February 1st, .1894. . " 

The .men to resume work at the old rates till That 7 . * : ’ 
date. >•',/• •- • •• i ' V'A-A-L. A b'A' 

■ : : It had been, an overwhelming week, with . great .. A 
; pressure at the Foreign Office," the outside engage- ’ i 
have been' mentioned, Sind cne,w ; l;priyat(g : :.. ! ;.V‘'.',-. 5 ' 
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cates from the default in money matters of a financial 
: agent of the highest personal connections in London. 

Rosebery had been tied to London for most; of the 
year. He had snatched an odd day of two at New- 
market, but had seen little racing, except for going 
for the day to Ascot with the Prince of Wales, where 
he saw his Illuminata two-year-old, destined to make 
history the following year, win the Coventry Stakes 
in a canter. His visits to Osborne and Windsor were 
chiefly official ; but at one audience the talk was on 
languages, when the Queen said that she had never 
had any difficulty with French, in spite of Rosebery’s 
urging the niceties and difficulties of the language; 1 , 
but that she always had her German letters; over-: 
hauled before they went. 2 : 

During a week at Balmoral in September Rosebery 
met the Empress Eugenie, the Grand Duke v.and 
Duchess Serge, and other magnates. Once he went 
out deerstalking, an unusual enterprise for him, but 
he “ never saw a horn.” • / w- yw: 

Before Lord Elgin was selected for the Indian 
Viceroyalty the post had seemed difficult to fill : y'y. 








“Kimberley came in something like despair about a 
Viceroy. I said, ‘ You know, if I am fit, and if there is no .y 
one else, I would go, rather than see the place jobbed away.’ . • 
K. ‘Nonsense, if you go, the Government will go too.’ 

I. * Then let us all take cabins.’ ” \ - 

Rosebery’s only other absence was a spell of three ;; 
weeks at Homburg, by the doctor’s orders. . Royal 
personages were as thick as peas, but Rosebery 1 
made solitary expeditions to. the curiosity shop ht:y; 
Frankfort, where he was guilty, as he said, of “ sad w 
extravagance .” External repairs and alterations were ; 

1 An illustrious French lady told me that she had never heard her ; /•; 
language spoken with such exquisite precision as'in , a;; conversation": 
between the Queen and the Due d’Aumale at -which', she had heen ;. 
present. . • .. I W. \ ; V/ 

3 This demonstrates the untruth of the prevalent stoiy,, which gave -;, y 
much annoyance to the Royal Family, that the Quechf inade.^ftequeat'/y 
use of the German language at home. •• >•<, . 
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; igoirig otf at his house ^ in Berkeley Square, which 

to bottom. ' 

: ; : -;At the: very opening of the new year 1 an alarm 
-V sounded over the Navy estimates. During the 
autumn of 1893 an animated correspondence, adorned 
& with ; much warm language, had passed between Sir 
r' William Hareourt and the First Lord of the Admiralty, 

1 Lord Spencer, and the naval situation had been 
: ! angrily debated in Parliament. The opposition of the 
■''Treasury was to be anticipated, but when the Prime 
"/Minister took up the cudgels the matter became serious, 
c: At- the end of the previous year Rosebery had done 
his best to persuade the Prime Minister that some. 

' increase of the fleet was reasonable : 


Confidential. Fobeign Office, December 18/7?, 1893, 11,30 p.m. 

Me. Gladstone, 

will hot trouble your eyes with many words. But if, f 
'fi iasPUiirik possible from your letter to-day, you are -prepared .. 

/(■ -to fall in with the general anxiety for the increase of our 
: r'ftflecL-T wbuld most earnestly urge you to let this be plainly, , 
A^eyidehttn your speech to-morrow, and I do tills on the sole '[% 
‘■y gtbhnd of the interests of peace. ; 

/5' ; ^T Preyention is better than cure, and I firmly believe that ./ 
spontaneous expenditure of a few millions now may , 
/f.dpfcvent tlie .compulsory expenditure of many hundred* - A 
'i ; :;-7jniilionjS later. And,/ as the effect of this immediate ly * 
; .^/expenditure is’ ever more moral than physical, I lay the ; . 
nygmatest,; stress on an early intimation — not necessarily to . . : 

; ;.cdriirnit;or forestall the Cabinet — but to prevent vain delusions , ■: 
:-:Vhemg- nourished on the Continent, If we are to spend the f./y.: 

us get our money’s worth : and half the worthy , 
the promptitude of the announcement that we are'y' 
ready to:.spend -it. d ' • . //‘’j/l'iV- 

.;?** Poigivey this; brief intrusion, but I feel on this subject d-.-y, 
ty/hiore deeply and strongly than I express, or can express/ 

i M-r-v- ' • • “ Y. affly.,’ '-•.'Viiv ; 

edays later He wrote : ' • \ ■ 


remember that what I wrote to you 
y^y ^lw/evc of the Navy debate -applies to all questions') of . 
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European policy. Europe is in a parlous state, and any : 
words that may intimate a; weakening of our position may 
have, a far-reaching effect. A single sentence in your Navy. (/ • ' 
Speech of the kind I begged for would have had an incalcu- 
lable value for peace. But that word was not spoken,: and ' : : i 
tlie opportunity is gone. Only do not let us ndw give any- / 
idea that we do not stand w'here we did last February, or - 
we may revive forces and passions that we should find it 
difficult to control. -.V-i- 

“Forgive the heartfelt earnestness of these words ;dic- ;■ 
tated as they are by a pervading sense of the gravity of the£.;-:^ 
situation. - •• ' 

“Y. affly., • i 

■ ^ “ ar.”<".w •- 


Mr. Gladstone indeed went farther than Harcourt, : 
who thought that they must make the best of a bad- 
job and accept the estimates, little as he approved 
them. It was reported that he followed the . Prime 
Minister into his room at the House of Commons, in 


spite of the warning, “ I really cannot discuss .this, 
matter with you.” 


* \ r 
V • 


January 3rd . — “Harcourt however persisted, and ..had ia 
terrible interview, denouncing Spencer (as Mr. G. says), 
speaking with extreme bitterness to Mr, G. himself, according 
to Harcourt. Mr. G. seems to have practically ordered him 
out of the room. Spencer this afternoon low and tired. 
He wanted me to go and see Mr. G. Harcourt, who 
followed, said that would be fatal, but urged me to go and 
see Mrs. G.” - 


' ■ **i 

‘ \J 1 


The Queen had naturally from the first t.akeii the 
part of the Admiralty, and had hoped that Rosebery -. ,, 
would support Lord Spencer. In the autumn liose- 
bery had written (November 15th, 1893) : 


'With respect to the Navy Lord Rosebery sharcS'Y dur.' 
.Majesty’s feelings in the fullest degree, though of ; course;. in, 

The Times articles— as is right for the purpose, aimed at ^ 
the shadows of the picture are laid on too lavishly, r .j.; y • 

. \ “.Lord Rosebery is in reality more interested m _tms 
matter than any of Your Majesty’s Ministers, for the authoiv. - 


.* • 't— -* ft «.'5 
. <£ J - . *1 1 0 - *;? - 


!§f|| ||i||S|||||, 

; £X*i? £ >.* wift#the ^ayyds'; suspected^: of ^Weakness : %hd;;jire ^erli&ps £ 

. Vf'v^'i dmpaired j^tlmt'suspicion ai' tliis'momenti ■■■.^:: : ^k.; 

Xtlierefore; r viewed r .; ^tli ^^fei^re; .;^d;^ : 

°b this ^stabj^t.;dfi'sdvsi&pn^%^ 

\- ^ : ’;i' : ^Goh&itutd.asi;Mr/ John Mdrley. : . -‘ "' -* ■/•. ■ "Si*?-; y^}j : ;£gi;$ 

Rosebery hopes .he need , not assure- ypmy.Majesty,^';: 
;-f;< : ~^ : ^;Lthat'.he>has already given Lord. Spencer proinises bthlibjm&st}*'. 

£ ***4' has frequently urged the paramount '?Q 

^ "" ^ of 4 the . question. But- the , initiative : -'^;|tli(B^;':-c- 

•l^y^f^Cabihefc and ••elsewhere must come from Lord Spence?.?’- >.<>£ •?' y 

or -two "later, at Windsor, the Queen 
£vto‘ yfcheV question, saying that the Navy must, 

9^"^ : ^red^dvi:_:'^ , , .'. ' 

IS' ''''■’ . . , *. ',. ‘ V-yy;{ 

y,^>^c : v‘‘ : I;;agiSeed. ‘ She added ‘ And the Army,’ or somethmg;j;y;;y 
^.to>t|&i| r ,,bffect; When I was doubtful, she said.-' 4 - i; 'AK,- VL^y:/:; ■ 

1 was brought up so to speak witjb-,''tBiej^§f. 
«^!;&buhg|cir;'th6 Army, — being a soldier’s daughterj^ndlhotv::^-’ 
.■.%;L^y..-:’^^PS ;a b.out being on the sea I have always had a special ; - i V;>i 
.^^e,eliiig.|or-.the Army.’ ” ''. 

’ j proceeded daily between .eollea^dsl^^; 
xt'h in continual conference with 'Mbrieyi^\’^- ; V 

>^.;^P^'c%-As'<inith, .and Edward Marjoribariks. '-'.On'ddib^^^ 
^. ibth hc saw/thc Prime Minister, who said, “ The dead-v^M 

The differences' were so far phl^hhdy^-^ 
went to Biarritz for -a-- mdnlfi; W^Mi' 
^^P^^^ -tliere'came news that he had said to ;Sir^- : - ; s -- 
y;.Algernon ^Wst- 1 : “ You might as well; try and^iq^S^^ 

. Gibraltar with your own hands As ^ 
yy try ^ to - move me.” : . .' ffrlS'ffii 
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Cabinet, dinner on February ;17tli. Rosebery, seated 
• on the host’s: leftj noted - yV ;• 7 ' . ‘ 


i '■ “ When dinner was over I said to him, ‘ If any secret : : 

r matters are going to be discussed' we ought to look to the 
doors,’ * Certainly,’ replied. Mr. . G. airily, ‘ if -anybody lias; fi; 
; any topic to raise it might be done now.’ i This Avas all that 
passed.” - •_ .-Vi-'./'' i/-/w f 1 

: A week later at a Cabinet the Prime Minister • 
uttered a feAv vague words as to the time when his 
co-operation with the Cabinet would cease, but ho •/ 
one said anything. The final scene came on Mar ell' 
1st. It is depicted in the Life of Gladstone with the; 
emotion of a faithful follower parting from a glorious 
, chief. Rosebery, not less moved at heart, described; . \ 
it for himself in a different tone : t-yVc-'-;;'/ 


“Kimberley said three words of adieu and broke down. 
Harcourt burst into sobs before beginning, and theh read his .y/ 
own pompous letter to Mr. G. A horrid scene.” — 

Rosebery had written his own adieu a few days 
earlier : 


Secret. Foreign Office, 

y- “ My dear Mr. Gladstone, 7 --;./ 

“I cannot forbear Avriting you a few words, aiid the bitter ; 
thought is that they may be the last that I shall address 
to you as a colleague. For, though you have mover told the, .. 

. Cabinet expressly or in terms, I can scarcely doubt after what - 
/ you said yesterday that it is your intention to retire , from // 
office in the forthcoming Aveek. /; 

“ Since I entered Parliament I have always been-your. 

- ; v" follower, - Since 1 879 1 have been more closely and personally y 
: attached to you. And though there have been ditTgrenceS,. 

and : are, there are many fewer than might; been , 
anticipated in view of the difference in age and condition^. . 
We have seen, if I may say so, glorious days together-— the .; / 
recollection of which still stirs my blood— you as chief and .; /■ 
; ;vl as esqiiire. And now all is passing or pia^, and. it ^;a. ;y, 
.. .moment of anguish, — rto all your colleagues I belieye^-/-inpst i . : 
eertainlv to me. .. • - / ---v--- v:; 


V 


t 
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“ I fear that the present, but I hope temporary, condition 
i of your eyesight gives you only too good a reason for 
resignation, '• But it would be affectation to deny that there 
is also a difference of opinion ; — opinion perhaps is too weak 
a word, for with me it is a matter of faith. In this one point 
at any rate we are agreed — that it involves the peace of the 
world. Unfortunately we are at the two poles asunder as 
regards the means, 

“ On this point I could say much. I have held aloof of 
late — partly because I could not bring myself to believe in 
your intention, much more because it is painful to be in a 
relation of acute difference on so vital a point. Nor do I 
believe for a moment that anything I could say would change 
your -.views, for I am no more your equal in argument than in 
anything else. But I could at least convince you that from 
my point of view my policy is not less than yours founded on 
peace and not on oppression. 

“ It is hard to be thus parted ; and once more I deeply 
regret that you did not leave me, as I so ardently wished, in 
my retirement. But whatever happens you cannot change 
my present feeling to yourself. Good-bye is a hard saying : — 
hard at all times, but scarcely tolerable when I think of what 
you are and have always been to me, of the old Midlothian 
days, of the times of storm and sunshine in which I have 
** stood by your side, and, above all, of the time to come, when 
that may hot be. 

, “ Y. affectionately, 

' i ~ \ “ AE ” 


" ptadstone’s last audience was at Windsor on March 
3rd, -and it afterwards was known that, had his opinion 
been invited, he would have suggested Spencer as his 
successor. He had no prejudice against a Peer as 
, Prime Minister ; and when I was at Hawarden in 
the winter he indicated that the best man for the place 
would probably be found in the House of Lords. 

1 It can only be assumed that his experience had 
convinced him, as it had the rest of the Cabinet 
^without exception, that Sir William Harcourt’s un- 
questionable claims to the succession were oyer- 

objections. A later generation ' 





impossible colleague was> a mystery to those Avlio had : 
•V ^ ' never served ) with him; -f But so. it was. 1 . The l^ithly 
; Lord Derby, the least excitable of men | had found him H 
: ■ . so when he joined The Governmerrt'un 1882/ 9-Gamp- 
bell-Bannerman could get on with ahybody 5 biit he '' 
had been bullied over his Army estimates and, as l : 
knew at the time, did not want to see. Harccmrt ) 
ruling at No. 10 Downing Street. John Morley ? s; >. 
attitude, as Harcourt’s biographer observes,® needs -k; 
more explaining, and the reasons suggested by ;hirm ? 
seem to me entirely correct. Harcourt’s lukewarm- : 
ness on Home Rule went for something; but his 
roughness and sharp tongue for a great deal more. ;•’ * 
It is all very w r ell to say that after his frequent rows 
he forgot all about them, and bore no malice * but V. : 
since his colleagues were peaceable people and the k 
provocation invariably came from him, they were apt );: 
to remember what form the rows took ; “ si rixa esty^ 
ubi tu pulsas, ego vapulo tantum” But perhaps they 
were all wrong. Difficult characters are; sometimes; > 
mellowed by success to an extraordinary degree. As -i ; 
president of the Cabinet he might have sought for ) 
harmony, and not have engaged in perpetual protest. V 
Lewis Ilarcourt, too, might have employed his skill 
in making things go well instead of going awry.) 
Still, so far as the Foreign Office was concerned, a : 
Hareourt premiership could not have been peaceful. 
The causes for friction which in fact ensued would 
have been the same, and the resignations which, bade ;) 
fair to break up the party might have happened before 
the Government fell, instead of afterwards. : . 

There "was no other possible Prime Minister. in; the 
House of Commons. Either Kimberley or Spencer 
. ranked as papabile , but either was wifling to serve ;j 


• > , 1 1 had the benefit of an old family friendship, and always received 

; every kindness from Sir William Hareourt. We were amazed, at the ; 

• legends of his early unpopularity, such as the famous, and obviously : 
); " /, untrue, one that three men agreed to make up a dinner of six at a club -) 
-by each asking the most unpopular person of his acquaintance, and that;. . 
V;.‘. v ; only four covers were laid, for all three had invited William Hareourt. 

Vol. ii, p. 204'. V--.:' % 


-/ jsi & pamTS ':. conditions^/;:.-; ",;, ; 'z. 4ii; 

’ ’ . : > under' Kdsebcrjq for whom it was assumed that the ;; ; ; 
' Queen would send. Conversations had : started everi" 

;v fc.befbm the last Gladstone Cabinet. . : . . . ' 


- f , ; , . February 25f/n~“ Asquith came. He and C; Banherman 
. had -heeri listening to Marjoribanks. He had been .stain- 
'inched to Harcourt yesterday to listen to a long memorandum. 

h: It set forth that the P.M. should be in the H. of C. But, that 
t . Z .jiie if it were the general wish would lead the H. of C. under 
. •.tZ . conditions : 1. that he should take independent decisions in 
; z./ :the House ; 2. that he should see all F.O. despatches ; 3. that 
he should have some control of patronage; and another, 
which I forget. 1 ’ • Z 

' . V; “I remarked that it might be difficult to serve under - 
-• ; ' /Harcourt, but that it would be still more difficult to 
' - .serve over him. Marjoribanks also said that, there 'was a 
growing feeling in the H. of_C. against a peer. I said I was 
. ' delighted to hear it. — -Might it grow 7 ! Asquith and Campbell-.. 

; Bannerman came to see me. Both, I could see, much 
...disquieted by E. Marjoribanks’ tidings.” 

; . 1 Tins was tlie understanding that a Cabinet should be called at 
his request. ■ ' . ' . 

, * v ^ 1. * ‘ ' • . T , 





CHAPTER XV 

PRIME MINISTER, 1894 ' ■ ' ' ; ' 

On the day after the farewell Cabinet the Prince of 
Wales sent for Rosebery and gave him a message from 
the Queen, that she hoped he would stand by her in the ; 
difficulty in which she was placed. On the next f 
afternoon (March 3rd) Sir Henry Ponsonby brought 
a letter from her appealing to him on behalf of her- 
self and the Government to form an administration f 
Later in the day he saw Harcourt, who left a long' 
account of this interview and of one which took place , 
on the following morning. 1 ./f ■ ! 

Rosebery, in writing to accept office, had told, the, .; 
Queen of the difficulties ahead of him. He would 
renounce the undertaking rather than not submit the 
name of the best successor to himself at the Foreign 
Office. He felt deeply, too, the prospect of finding 
himself in acute conflict with some of the Queen’s 
views. He also wrote to Sir Henry Ponsonby (March v 
4th) : .i . : 

“ Things are not going very well. One or two of my col- 
leagues in the Commons are endeavouring to impose conditions 
upon me — one of which is that the new Foreign Minister 
shall be in the House of Commons. 1 have refused to submit 
to any conditions not ordinarily imposed on a Prime Minister.; v 
I don’t want to be Prime Minister at all, but if I am to be, 

I must be a real one. X have told them that if this conditiop . 
is pressed I will throw up my commission at once. That is 
how matters stand. Of course, all this is for the Queen, but 
I prefer to tell her informally through you.” 

In answer to his personal letter the Queen wrote : : 

1 This is printed at length in the Life of Sir William Harcoitrl, vol. ii, • 
pp. 271-2. 
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Windsor Castle, March 4th, 1804, 


, The ; Queen tlianks Lord Rosebery for his kind con- 
/.b’fidential letter-. - 

Shcvis. sorry to. hear that he apprehends any trouble 
Nhvliich- might alieiiate him from her. The Queen can hardly 
'" -think this possible, or at any rate probable. 

V'. ;-:“;Shc does not object to Liberal measures which are not 
revolutionary & she does not think it possible that Lord 
7 ; / Rosebery • will destroy well tried, valued & necessary 
; - ' institutions for the sole purpose of flattering useless Radicals 
, / ; or pandering to the pride of those whose only desire is their 
own self-gratification.” 


; Meanwhile John Morley had suggested becoming 
/•/President of the Council, but was induced to remain 
//' -Irish Secretary. He may have hoped for the Foreign 
■;v'i Office ; and if the very tart entry in Lewis Hareourt’s 
:! journal is to be considered accurate, 1 he was in a state 
of acute discontent. He dined alone with Rosebery 
, ' on the 4th, but it is recorded the next day : 

“A small conference of 5 at 11.30. Harcourt sulky, 
y- Morley went off in a huff. No more conferences.” 


afternoon he kissed hands as Prime Minister 
\ ;;.and First Lord of the Treasury, saying farewell to the 
7 Vlforeigit Office. - He did not enter light-heartedly on his 
h';;;taski -/. The morning before he had been at 8.30 to Coni- ■ 
Y, lnunion m Down Street— 14 the church at which I was • 
Til0u S hts of his life of the past, and of the 
///:/■ ^'tteftiture, were a help in the present hour of. Y 
trnimph chequered by doubts and regrets. On the 
7 Suhday at Epsom his friend and Vicar, Canon V; 

#sked the congregation to remember in,. tfifiuv/’- 
neighbour the Prime Minister.” ’ Y- 


. wrote to Arthur Godley 8 .: 

very ..grateful < for your kind note. ' • Your ’letters--" 
v -always; have -ti stamp about them which no others quite ; 

-iS-iT - .--.; private Secretary" to Sir: oisuletnnn t 'i noVs. 
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possess; I am very homesick for the Foreign Office, and I 
, v do riot think I shall like aiiy of the duties of my hew position. . 
Patronage is odious : ecclesiastical patronage distressing. 

; ' .It is in consequence, indeed, of a Dean having died that I:.-, 
dictate this from my bed.” ,v' : : wV'L 


^ The first Cabinet was held at the Foreign Office on' ; * 
March 8th. * ■ • / 

The difficulty arising from the choice of Kimberley . ;■ 
as Foreign Secretary was not composed until two days 
: later. On the I2th he went from the Durdans— a ^ 

; terrible day/’ It opened with a party meeting at the 
Foreign Office, and this passed off well. Rosebery 
declared, “ We stand where we did. There is no change 
: in measures, — there is only a most disastrous change 
in men.” The question of the Welsh Church was to 
be dealt with promptly, and to the Irish Question they - ; 
were bound by every tie of honour and of policy. \ 
The presence of Morley as Chief Secretary was' a 
: . guarantee of that. He spoke firmly against the pre- 
, tensions of the House of Lords, and in conclusion asked . 
to be judged not by his words but by liis acts. Har- 
court followed with a speech in his best vein. 

' < • ; It was by Rosebery’s words that he was destined to 
be judged later the same day, when, after having taken 
his seat at the Treasury Bench, he attended the debate 
on the Queen’s Speech in the House of Lords. There 
Lord Salisbury assured him of the heartiest welcome 
from the majority of the House, and went on to point 
• out that Home Rule was now in suspense,; that the 
issue depended on its acceptance by England, and 
- that its decision should be asked at once. When 
, Rosebery, after touching on Gladstone’s retirement 
: and on foreign and domestic affairs, came to Ireland, 

he followed the Tory leader’s argument with heedless : • 
w ' fidelity;: ■' 


“ The noble Marquess made one remark’ on Irish Home : 
Rule, with which I confess myself in entire accord./. Ile said 
that before Irish Home Rule is concluded: by the Imperial : 
Parliament, England, as the predominant . member , of the / 




THE PJUiDOMTIs T ANT PARTNER 



/ ■ ; v partnership of the Three .Kingdoms \yill have to he convinced . - 
of its justicehnd equity.” 

' • V: ' . He went on to express the assurance that this -con- (w 
version would be neither slow nor difficult, hnd that; ; y 
, ’ Ireland would prove herself entitled to the bo.on." ;At 
- -this: distance of time, after all the unforeseen events . 
i;. . - bf forty years, the excitement aroused hy theseii-J 
;phrases seems surprising. The Times declared •that' 

• Rosebery had at one blow shattered the fabric - of 
Liberal policy. As Rosebery observed later at Edinf , 
tv.% burgh (March 19th), the statement was a platitude in:-; ., 
die sense in which he uttered it. Clearly a Home Rule - 
Rill would never be carried without more English /•:. 
A; votes. But as a Scotsman he repudiated the doctrine:; A 
that every measure must be approved by England 
: ; before it could be passed. • 

•’ " Still, the expression was unhappily used at ; the ; " 
particular moment. As the French thinker puts - it, \ . 
“ TouU verife nue et crue h’a pas assez passe par Vame ” : 'i, • 

. Except as an element in Imperial Federation, Irish ■ 
Home Rule was not for Rosebery a thing to move the 
■fsoul, but to convince the head. • ‘ 

/'•'(■.' •■..Punishment was not tardy. On the 
-:c 'everiing (March 13th) : 


'V-'-: .“At 10 'Campbdl-Baimermaii came to announce that; the : - . 

^Government had been beaten at 8, — by Labouchere and by 'i ; 

■''■• ;, V;tiv.b. H’ ' ' . • . .v’ ’-’v a .''..]"*' 


;.-.-;.The;debate on the Address in the Coffitaonsdiad 
been carried on by Randolph Churchill,; who main- : ' ' 
v taiiibd:;that the famous phrase was only used to .Iull / -/ ; rA> 
f the fears of Unionists ; John Morley made afgallaht-'V^-- 
■V; 4?&nce of it; John Redmond denounced ^Rosebery ""-^;^* 
vvin ■ unmeasured terms ; Joseph Chamberlain^ was . • f ff. 
safca^ticrj Wnd Labouchere proposed his 
practically abolishing the powers of the U|)per 
yHousCi ; Its success in a House of under three hundred 
.of course proved 'nothing ; but it -had the effect ;of. A 


446 L PRIME MINISTER - [chap, xv . 

, < 

making the Government look ridiculous, and reflected - 
cruelly on its head. ~ , 

An address from the Progressive majority of the 
County Council at St. James’s Hall brought together 
a great hand of Peers, Members of Parliament, . and 
citizens. Whoever might be faithless, London was 
faithful ; and the welcome was to the Councillor for 
East Finsbury no less than to the Prime Minister; ' 
In reply, he praised the salvation from building of a 
thousand acres of land, and the wise labour policy of 
the Council, and passed on to a general survey of the 
social progress made under the Liberal Government. 
The new Home Secretary, Asquith, loudly called on, 
said that the creed of the Liberal party had been 
proclaimed by the one man who had authority to 
do so. 

The Prime Minister’s work, though continuous’ and 
often harassing, does not involve the fixed hours and 
the daily drudgery of a great department, and Rose- 
bery was occasionally able to enjoy the marvellous 
spring weather at the Durdans, and once or twice to 
spencka night at Newmarket. High hopes were be- 
ginningHo centre on the llluminata colt, now named 
Ladas — after the unlucky purchase of Oxford days — * 
with a defiance of luck which made gamblers shake 
their heads\ 

It will beVemembered that the Uganda difference 
had been composed for the moment by the dispatch 
of Sir Gerald Portal as Commissioner. But there was 
no real agreement between Harcourt and Morley on 
the one side and Rosebery and Kimberley on the 
other, not merely \on this question but on all those 
affecting African colonisation. The two former and 
their supporters thought that the Empire was as large 
as it ought to be, and, apparently would have been 
content if the whole continent of Africa, except tape 
Colony and Natal, had Men under foreign influence 
and control. Sir William Harcourt had imbibe 
much wisdom at the feet of &r George Cornewall Lewis, 
but he may not have seen what was true m tnc 




,;'"’flfties’migK be equallytrue in the-nineties. As 
■A iik'M^g&pjfer- tells us, ' het was. -pirdud of v be;in'gtaj.I4^. e - : 
v, >Englander: in one sense but he seems to have sup- 
: ; posed that this country, while avoiding much contact 
. : with the Great Powers- of Europe, could ‘ exercise,; by 
“possessing the strongest navy, a controlling influence 
oyer European politics in case of need. >7p, 

Ili a Cabinet system it is an advantage to a Minister 
to have served as subordinate or chief in an' office 


y' ,: Outside the run of his ordinary interests. Harcourt/- v : 
- had plenty of knowledge of the outer world. .This 
/ a: he showed not only as Historicus, but in many speeches 
/•A and. addresses. But he would have gained by serving . 

; A./ at the, Admiralty or in the Colonial Office. To him his y 
Ay •--'opponents were all Jingoes of the worst sort, This,, 
/'....needless to say, was a complete injustice to Rosebery/ A 
A A and Kimberley, who were no more Jingoes than Lord ■ 
Salisbury was. But Rosebery doubtless held that ceiA, :|T 
tain elements in the problem were changing .rapidlyy; , <f 
The awakened consciousness of our own Colonies, : - 
: joined to the eager creation of great colonial Empires 

. ■ . by France and Germany ; the possibility of mitigating A: 

the grouping of Powers into alliances by. inducing all A “ 
t-Avtd .combine in the Concert of Europe—these,.i : it ; . y ; 
A y - seemed to him, made impossible that aloofness .from A A 
; . y the, affairs of the Continent which even the United ; AA 


rfA /States* n ot themselves of it, have found impossible to 
Amamtain. , 

Allhe, " question . of the Upper Nile was nearly /con-Ay A: 
‘;;A//;nected with the retention of our influence in Uganda- “A 
A l -zand Avith the possibility of our complete withdrawal A :.* 
//“from Egypt. A complication arose over the -pifoAy’-f 
; /Aposal to... transfer to the King of the Belgians (and A“ 
./.AACongo) our sphere of influence on the Upper Nile. onA A A 
•AAAadong lease.- Kimberley wrote to Rosebery ort’Marcli 
AAA27th “ Ought we not to let Harcourt know of these “A 
• negotiations ? He ought not to kick at it as it. really; -A A 
: : Ar ..tends; to narrow our responsibilities. 5 ’ Tins was done VA: 
A- A at once j ?but Harcourt made no comment until April “A: 

one of his dictatorial letters of “A 
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protest, accusing the Foreign Secretary and the 
Prime Minister of transacting foreign affairs in the 
House of Lords and of taking particular care that he 
should know nothing of them. Through 'the spring 
and summer constant communications passed between 
Kimberley and Rosebery, the former sometimes 
narrating Harcourt’s arrival at the Foreign Office in 
a worse temper than usual. Germany demurred to 
one of the most important articles in the Agreement. 
The French objected on the curious ground that part 
of the territories affected belonged to the Ottoman 
Empire — which had no more control of them than 
had the Empire of China. Rosebery jumped at the 
contention, and drafted a memorandum (June 1 7th) 
declaring that the Nile is Egypt and Egypt is the 
Nile, and that as the occupying power our first interest 
was to obtain a recognition of this principle by the 
Great Powers. A conference should be proposed in 
which with the support of Germany we should get 
our sphere of influence defined. A protocol to be 
added that whenever Egypt is in a position to re- 
occupy it we should with pleasure hand over to her 
that part which is at present under our control. 
France, he believed, desired a conference, and the real 
object of the Anglo-Congolese Agreement would thus 
be attained. 

He wrote to the Queen (June 13th) : 

“The Anglo-Congolese agreement is causing dispro- 
portionate excitement ; in France, because France had 
endeavoured to do the same thing, and had failed ; in 
Germany, from jealousy and an anxiety to obtain compensa- 
tion for acquiescence.” 

And the following day (June 14-th) : 

“He sent for Count Deym and held language to that 
Ambassador 1 which will ricochet through Vienna to Berlin. 

“ He told Count Deym that the style of the German note, 
though not unusual in communications from Berlin, was 

1 Austro-Hungarian Ambassador in London. 





V: Uganda railway A'! am;/.. 

/ irisuf/erable,: and ; that- if Germany were going to .side with. . ; 

: France or appear to side with France in this or- other. 'African . 
questions; we must, reconsider our position -as'. regards ;-our ; 
general .attitude in Europe, more particularly in the. 

. -Mediterranean and the East. ■ ; A ' '■ 

; “ Lord Rosebery would humbly suggest that, should the,, - 
' time come for Your Majesty to write to the Emperor, it • , 
; should be pointed out that Germany is playing an extremely 
- dangerous game. She is alienating this country, and instead . 

of making friendly remonstrances and proposals for te- 
■ consideration she takes a tone which she might properly use 
.. . in addressing Monaco. Moreover she is encouraging Franco 
„ to bully Belgium. It is never wise to fan a French flame, 
and Belgium might easily become the cause as well as the , ' 

. scene of a European conflagration. Should the French ' 
eome in contact with British or Belgian posts in Africa,. . 
whether the conflict were slight or not, British or Belgian A 
blood would be shed, and a war might easily ensue. From 
such a war Germany could not hold aloof, and it is thus |t 
difficult to see the motive of her policy.” - ' 7 


In the event, the objection of Germany and France 
prevailed, and the King of the Belgians asked, that the 
agreement should be abandoned, to. the supreme, joy /. 
of its opponents in the Cabinet. ’.v/A//- 

. Uganda remained as a bone of contentions On 
.June 1st Lord Stanmore, Rosebery’s old friend of 
- . Ceylon days, moved for papers, and a debate fbl- 
. • ; lowed. After Lord Kimberley had replied on the 
religious disturbances and other local matters,. Lord 
,r Salisbury uttered a powerful plea for immediate con- . 

A sideration, if not immediate construction of the rail-: A 

; , . . waj r from the coast. One reason, he argued, was the// 
./ opening up of new sources of consumption, ; which; - ; 
A : \unlike other countries, we leave all others as ,free : td'// 
/use for commerce as we do ourselves. 'Rqs6bef.y/’;;j : 
; A ;/i replied with, general agreement, but ardour for tlie;/ ; 

«hist be combined with general discretion;, 
to make great sacrifices to maintain our Iiayai ; >/i 
which was more important to the interests^- k 
of .the • Empire than a hundred Ujgandask. 
have; been wiser to. construct a -line of telegraph • at : ; i 
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once, and the question of the railway was one for 
mature judgment. 

In fact, however, things had gone farther. On the 
previous day Rosebery had noted at the Cabinet, 

“ Delicate and critical topics handled with creditable 
moderation,” though it was nearly a year before the ' , 
railway was actually sanctioned. 

In April trouble arose over the treatment of British 
subjects in Nicaragua, and the exequaturs of both 
British and United States Consuls were withdrawn, 
though afterwards restored. Kimberley thought the . 
main point was to avoid ruffling the susceptibilities . 
of the United States. Later the question of coercing 
the recalcitrant little state, in the absence of explana- 
tions from her, had to be considered. “ A pacific 
blockade ” was suggested — rather a brutum fulmen , 
it was thought. Rosebery preferred making prepara- 
tions to making an immediate decision, and inclined 
to the seizure of customs if necessary. In October, 
no step having been taken, Roseberj^ protested to the , 
Foreign Office against ignoring the United States. 
He did not know that they had shown much jealousy 
of us in recent Mosquito affairs 1 and would like to 
say to them, “Your citizens have been seized and, 
arbitrarily imprisoned like ours. Would you be 
disposed to take joint action to demand reparations ? 
We must take such action and we should prefer to 
act with you to show that we have no wish for a 
separate position or advantage in Mosquitia. The 
matter dragged on into the spring of the following year. 
Harcourt thought that damages should be settled by 
arbitration , 2 but to this Kimberley strongly demurred. 
Harcourt also complained that “ Lord Rosebery 
had not consulted him or summoned a Cabinet. 


1 The implications of the Monroe Doctrineliad not then been extended 
to such cases. At this time the Indians in the Mosquito Reserve 
claimed British protection. 

2 Life, vol. ii, pp. 330-31. 

8 Sir William Harcourt was mistaken (letter to Kimberley, Appl 1 Sth) 
in thinking that the Foreign Secretary had asked for a Cabinet ana 
been refused. The Cabinet had been offered and not required. 




: The Ariieriean Minister, Mr. Bayard, thought that w$ 

•. were entitled to demand redress, and French opinion *v 
; took' the same view. In May 1895 some ships were ; 

' SCntt and Nicaragua complied with the British demand . 

' -"The attitude of the House of Lords, in its unre- V 
formed state, towards the Liberal party was a per-: 

. ' / petual anxiety to Rosebery, and his manner of , 

’'.■ encountering it brought liim for the first and only v 
% time into direct collision with his Royal Mistress. , 
The whole episode is delineated in The Letters of 
'Queen Victoria more completely than is possible here ; : ^ 

but Rosebery was so greatly affected by his necessary V 
- part in it that it cannot be passed over, even with, the 
repetition of some facts and documents. ‘ y 
■ V. The Queen went to Florence in the middle of 
: March, and there heard of the defeat of the Govern-;- 
ment in the debate on the Address (March 17th)k; 

. She wrote sharply that the Whips must have been, 
very neglectful, and that Rosebery must insist on/* 
more care in future. She added that if Ministers*:;’ 
themselves held language like Mr. Gladstone, Sir, . 
William Ilarcourt, and (though in a much less strong 
degree) even Rosebery, one could not be surprised : 
when a regular revolutionist like Mr. Labouchere * 

• ) became very bold. She went on to say : • V ' - ■ 


; y ( <l The House of Lords might possibly be improved, but it 
y. is part and pared of the much vaunted and admired British 
■ ' Constitution, and cannot be abolished y' 


. ■ Rosebery, in a respectful reply, announced the 
; dispatch of It reached ; 

% Florence on April 8th. . . \ \ y 


10 Downing Street, Wottehaix, April 7th , 1894. 

. * i /‘The present position of the House of Lords must be a . 

r, subject. -of.. anxiety to every one who considers the conditions)'; 
^••'ancl,ppssibilities of politics. . - L 

ffidt yVIfds not too much to say that that position is, asTliaye ’ 
.y-.p^saidjin^, public more than once, aypuree,not pf securitv but 
y .. - pf danger. I do not say that this is the fault of the House of 
; Lords— it; might easily be argued that it is— but I wish to V 
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, ' put ;that on one side and to confine myself to . stating tliat iri 
Ay: myopinionthe peril of tlie situation arises -from circumstances A ' 
: ■; . beyond the. control of the Peers. ;, v r A,.;:'; Aiv AA'y 

A . ' ; “ In 1S31 the position of the House of Lords was more 
> attacked than, it is now. Had the Peers not, yielded then : 
with regard to the Reform Bill, they would in all probability 
have produced a revolution. They did yield, however, and ' 
the country turned eagerly to the other questions then, 
opened out, so that, partly from this circumstance, and' , 
partly from the difficulty of dealing with it, the .question of 
the -House of Lords ,sank into ..the background..! £romJ.839< 
io 4885 vthe question oPtlhedaouse* of dLords hqd y feri gthaixllfe 
academical — parties in it were pretty equally divided ; . the ;,' 
Conservative majority was on the whole wisely led, more , A 
especially by the Duke of Wellington ; and occasions nf. A?; 
friction were comparatively few. But in I8S4 the question A 
was anew forced upon the country by the rejection of the 
Franchise Bill by the House of Lords. There is no doubt ; 
that a very strong feeling was then produced. The Franchise • ; 
Bill was however passed in the Autumn of that year, and in 
1885 the House of Commons was elected on the new demo- 
cratic suffrage. This was in itself a new complication in the y 
position of the House of Lords. For here was a Chamber • 
elected by six millions of voters, all exulting in the exercise 
of. their powers, which was liable to be controlled by another y - 
Chamber, not elected in any sense, not representing anybody, 
and one hereditary in its character. } . ,'AA’ 

. “ In 1886 a further change took place, also disastrous to 
the . House of Lords. On the subject of Home Rule for 
Ireland a schism took place in the Liberal party, which . 
threw the great mass of the. Liberal Peers iinto the s annsi ofA! 
the Conservative majority — so much was this' the case that, , ! 
in addition to the other disadvantages already referred, to— . , 
the hereditary, irresponsible and unrepresentative character 
of the House— there was the further embarrassment of its A! 
being, practically limited to a single party. It was obvious 
then that, although from 1886 to 1892 there was no difficulty, - ’ ; 
because the same party was dominant in both Houses, when k 
a House of Commons should be elected in which the majority, y 
should be Liberal, there would be immediately. aiiv acute.y 
conflict. This' has soon come to pass. . It did not takq place . 
on the rejection of the. Irish Home Rule .Bill, because oh that . - 
point there was a majority of 70 purely .English; members . ... : 
on the side of the House , of Lords. But -on 'the occasion . of .- 
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V ;\ -tfie Employers’ . Liability Bill the opportunity - was ‘.seized . i '•?./ 
' . Some Liberals like Lord Farrer,-for whom I have a profound 
;;5> -.-iespeetv; ,are of opinion that the Peers were justified in the’. 

'f-V; course 'they then took.. If that be so it is a conclusive proof 
; v /ofihesfrength of the feeling against the House of Lords. ; 

..Because,. if on a point on which people are divided, and on 
; ;y; which the House of Lords certainly appears to be defending 
■^vfreedorni of contract, there can be the bitterness of feeling 
which at . present exists, it is obvious that in a dispute with 
: the House of Commons on any great popular issue, the 

. feeling would be overwhelming. Of the strength of the 
y ■..' present hostility I have little doubt. Everyone who speaks 
in the country is astonished at it : I myself have been struck 
;j; by it in the same way. The apparent slightness of the cause 
v' /vthat. elicits it is a conclusive proof of its dominant vigour. 

Ly;,\. :h‘‘I personally have always been in favour of a Second 
1 .//Chamber, and was an advocate of the Reform of the House 
W ; -v of Lords. On two separate occasions I brought the question 
of its reform before that House, and spoke as plainly on the 
subject as I do now. It is possible that on those occasions, 

/' iii XS84- and 1888, reform might have been effected. During 

• . Vthe late Government it might also have been managed, but 

. . -vit is not now, I fear, practicable. The House of Commons . . ■ 

; are violently hostile to the idea, and so is the Liberal party , 

. throughout the country ; while the Conservatives axe not /■! 
.■/•.•.'friendly- to it. 

?• ;';--';.;‘v“ It'is easy to understand how galling this House is to the ’ . 

party to which it happens to be opposed. When the . 

; • Conservative Party is in power, there is practically no House 

' . of; Lords : it takes whatever the Conservative Government 

iy- ’hrihgs.it from the House of Commons without question or., . 
v ’y^pifphte i but the moment a Liberal Government is formed, '■•■■■ ■’ 
r^this-harmless body assumes an active life, and its activity- is 
•. . entirely exercised in opposition to the Government. 

J :■ ^r^Thei-efore while the Conservative party is in, we have; 

;/■ VC;^9^ 'control of a Second Chamber, but when the. Liberal ,/•/'/ 

is in it has to encounter not merely the control!, butpv'J 
, • . r ^;lsp..'the determined hostility of this body. It is in fact a '/ 

V-; :•/;■• .penhanent. barrier raised against the Liberal party. . V. -..' ". 
^%/‘‘^P oint this to show the practical difficulty.-- j ‘i^or/it/. : 

• to say ,of the House of Lords- that the Peers. are r;-;"! ;! 
•//;/ ;C°n, s cientiqus in their action, that they are honestly. Tbry and 

: "1 . .Honestly Unionist, for the point of the objection is that they i’ V j 
, . ^ me so honestly of one party that they feel it is their duty on ; : 
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•;.:%: 'all Occasions to: oppose the ptber, ia cbrase^wliichiSiio’We'v'er:.; 
.conscientious, the" Government which . they : thus ' oppose . 

V naturally resents. - - . --v . .• ; 

V'.V. “ I have .drawn up this memorandum ' to show exactly ^ 

. . . how the matter stands in my opinion, not to blame the Peers, ; v 
. . . or indeed to blame anybody, but to show the dangerous 
incompatibility of their relations with tile House of Commons, ' 
and the hopelessness of the present position as regards tlie f . 
Liberal party. : /• , 

“I cannot suggest any remedy, for any remedy, which . ; 
would be agreeable to the House of Commons : would •be ; .’’ 
revolting to the House of Lords, and any remedy which would 
please the House of Lords would be spurned by the House of 
Commons. 

“But it is well to look this serious situation plainly In 7 ; 
the face: it is a permanent and not a fleeting danger to : 
the Constitution. It may be said that if the Tories came 
in to-morrow the question would cease to exist, for the want 
of harmony would then disappear. But this would only be a 
postponement, for the Tory party could not hold power for 
ever and the feeling would simply accumulate against the 
coming of the next Liberal Government.” 

The Queen replied at length the next day. She 
took exception, as so many have, to the description ; 
of the House of Lords as unrepresentative, and to his ; 
application of the epithet “ disastrous ” to. the Liberal . 
Unionist action in 1886. She did not believe in a 
strong feeling in the country against the House of 
Lords, and thought Rosebery unfair in assuming that . 
on any great popular issue it would conflict with the : ; 
House of Commons. She thought that some day even yy 
Rosebery might be thankful for the. power . and ; . 
independence of the Peers, and solemnly conjured ; 
him not to excite the passions of the people on this 


. subject. „ ' . . : U "2 = 

Rosebery replied a week later, first explaining the 
sense in which he had said that the Peers represented . 
nothing, and why he had called the secession of 18 
“ disastrous.” It was disastrous to the House ^ot 
; Lords by completely upsetting the balance of parties, 
there and converting it into an entnely anti-Liberal ; 




‘ the -QUEEN'S DISAPPROVAL 



li. body.- No oiie . would blame : Lord Hartington for. an . 
: ; ;>:ventirely conscientious act,. * However, he himself had - 
: .used the saine language about the Lords for the last ten 
. years, but had never denounced it with the invective 
• ; .employed by Lord John Russell, Mr. Chamberlain, 
.tand the, present Duke of Devonshire. . ' ' 


But-fhese statesmen Lord Rosebery is not concerned to 
V. defend. His line is simply this, that it is idle to blind oneself 
.to . the danger of the present state of things, and that true 
: ( v', •'patriotism consists not in concealing it but in stating it and 
^.'■ iriwiing a remedy.” 


V bj While the Sovereign was still on her travels he 
; wrote in depression (May 7th) : 

■- .At. the Foreign Office he had the happiness of being able: 

JY constantly to report to Your Majesty on matters of European . . '■ 
' / interest, and his endeavours to maintain the proper position 
.; ' bf^om Majesty’s Government abroad. Now he has nothing 
. to write'- about which does not appear in the newspapers: . 
a : stcrile ,-fliHl ( endless discussions in the House of Commons 
himself can only read in newspapers.” 

-•j.V. ^A : '-gay : 6r two later the Queen replied : ■ - 

regrets having no longer his able reports on 
ty. Foreign Affairs. There indeed he was a great support to , • . 

* .* v , Queen forbears entering on other ! *. -• 
.iC objects which might be painful, but cannot help grieving at 
^'speeches; which she thinks are uncalled for.” 


• no mistaking the Royal displeasure. • - 
• y-Liic letter of .. acknowledgment shows that it was 
; keenly felt •' : ,V- 

- r ' : • v5 ’b ;> j.9 ^ 0 w ning. Street, Wiettehale, May 1894. ' - •: 

^ebery with his humble duty submits his reply, ' • 
gracious letter. • » >, 

offer his respectful thanks forblieb 
,;3^th (which that letter is expressed, as.. he 'eah ? :;^vl- 

-that. Your Majesty feels some disapproval- 
. if not disappointment. • : ' .. x ' 
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urged on Your Majesty that he should be allowed to remain ; 
at the Foreign Office. ; Your Majesty says that 'jhere he was : 
indeed a great support to the Queen.’ That die hoped Was 
indeed the case, and it was thus that he desired to remain, it 
was however otherwise decided, to his deep and heartfelt 
regret. . ■ A- AAYf A'-r-A 

“ He is still serving Your Majesty with earnest and loyal 
zeal, according to his imperfect lights, and he would ash 
Your Majesty to realise his position before withdrawing * 
confidence from him. . ,-v, A f , :• X 

“He is as Prime Minister more unfortunately situated 
than any man who ever held that high office. V ; , ‘-xty f/Av- 
“ He lias inherited from his predecessor a policy,- a 'cabinet' 
and a parliament ; besides a party of groups — one of which' X 
is aimed against himself. All this is kept in existence by a 
narrow majority which may at any moment break away. t He •: vr 
himself is only able to. guide this tumultuous party through.;? ', 
a leader, bitterly hostile to himself, and ostentatiously ", 
indifferent to the fate of the Government. 

“Lord Rosebery in the meantime is shut up in a House 
almost unanimously opposed to his ministry, and,: for all 
political purposes, might as well be in the Tower of London.. v , 
“Under these circumstances, though he hates ; making . 
speeches anywhere, he has no course open to him but to 
speak in the country. Otherwise, little known as he is, he:, 
woidd be completely eclipsed by the Leader of the House of ? 
Commons, and obliterated as Prime Minister. . • • /•>, A ; t Ax' 
“ As to policy, he is pledged to the policy of Mr, Gladstone’s. ; X 
Government, having formed part of that Government; He .'u. 
has no power (even had he the desire) to dissociate himself , 
from it. He did not indeed take an active part in the framing \ 
of the measures of that Government, but he is none the less 
responsible for them. ■ ' -- v ; 

“ What then does Your Majesty expect of him ? - He 
cannot now r honourably withdraw from the post of hazard,- 
however irksome it may be, and, without -presumption, he, - 
does not believe that Your Majesty would find in the Liberal . 
(or any) party a minister more truly devoted to Your Majesty v ';': 
He cannot, even if he wished to do so, withdraw. .measures: , 
which are part of the programme of the Liberal party for 
the only result would be that he and not the measures would ... 

disappear. A-X'A: ' 

“ All that he can do, which some other Lib eral ministers , • ■ 
conceivably might not, is, while pursuing a, Liberal domestic y 


.’.WARNING ' " • * ■*&. 

policy at home, to take care that the interests of Your 
[■■'Maiesiyfs Empire are maintained abroad. ' 

''jhy $e$elifev«!S‘ that he has now laid the whole truth 
i.^pf'fKe'pqsition before Your Majesty, he humbly hopes not 
; ■ tb b uhf'es.iirv'edly . But he has written, less as a minister to a 
' . Sovereign, than as a gentleman grateful to One who has shewn 
■ Him: so much loudness, and whose good opinion he hopes 
'mever to forfeit. He therefore begs that his letter may be 
Seehby Your Majesty’s eye alone. 

. - ‘ He does not know that he has anything to add except 

that, when this Ministry falls, he hopes to extricate himself 
/ from polities for ever, as he believed that he had done in 
i 1890.” 


letter throws strong light on the writer’s inner 
i>;' character. Queen Victoria’s reply, in its brevity, 
its good nature, and its gentle reproof, surely some- 
jvwhat illuminates hers : 


; ; V . . Balmojoal Castle, June 8 th , 1894. 

The’ Queen has never yet answered Ld. Rosebery’s long 
... and confidential letter of the 14th of May & therefore wishes 
’ : ] : now to 1 say a few words on the subject. She fully realises 
: the extreme- difficulty of his position, having inherited some 
V-; 1 such (as; she must call them) dangerous & almost destructive 
measures from his Predecessor, which she deeply regrets. 

: But she still hopes that he will act as a check & drag upon 
■iB.his .Cabinet^ , . 

What she would however wish to say, speaking very ' : 
;;f]ppehly; tp him, is that in his Speeches out of Parliament he 
should take a more serious tone, & be, if she may say so, 

Oif'le ss jocular which is hardly befitting a Prime Minister. 

Rosebery is so clever that he may be carried away . 
v'^yf^^qnse of humour, which is a little dangerous. It is as . 

sincere well ■wisher of Lord Rosebery that the Queen says 
. tKis. : jV : 'y\ : ' • . L 

:;;^-V^he:.d o es ; not see how he can disentangle himself from "■ 
^ -. pplitics/he will be too much wanted.” 


'^=;.Q.aeen- -Victoria disapproved of platform speecbdsi , 1,5 
f. Parliament was the only stage on which the political .. \;f 
• di'ama should be played, in her girlhood campaign- - ■ 

bi the country was unknown. Speeches iyeie’ r -'/:. . 

i; . ! %, > -s V j? 
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made on the hustings at elections, and ; sometimes at 

ill. .... "1 ^ 1 1 1 1 ^~v . v ’'• J /* !:< J .- 


farmers’ i ordinaries, but rarely elsewhere.;'; Onee/oiu 
•’.twice Mr. Chrm'm rr/c 


Canning’s gorgeous eloquence sounded- 
outside Liverpool ; ; but that was something biyay 
novelty. So that she blamed Gladstone for insti- 
tuting a practice which her more sober-minded states- 
men were compelled to follow. It is not easy to 
judge from this letter whether the Queen mistakenly ? 
thought Rosebery to be, in fact, lacking in seriousness • 
or merely to be doing himself an injustice by ill- ; 
timed exhibitions of oratorical humour. If the first, 


she was only in accord with very maii^’biliers^).’ 3 8$ 
Nothing further happened until the autumn, when/. 
Rosebery had to wound the Queen’ s susceptibilities 
once more. He wrote on October the-’ 24th-,: .//' 


U 


V 


Lord Rosebery with his duty humbly begs to refer to the 
correspondence that passed between Your Majesty /and t 
himself with regard to the House of Lords in March and": 
April of this year. He does so with sincere regret, as always 
when he is so unfortunate as to differ in opinion with’ Your 
Majesty. . y:'yrr/ 

“But he has no choice in the matter, for it will. shortly 
be his duty to lay before the country his policy withregaxdy 
to that question. . 

“ That policy will consist, in the first place at /any rate/;/ 
in moving a declaratory resolution in the House of Commons / 
of the impossibility of the elected , representatives; bf/tlie y 
people allowing their measures to be summarily mutilated. 
and rejected by the House of Lords. /, '.'yz /y- Af / 7 

“This is the least that can be done. The cry in the: : 
Liberal party is for the abolition of 

of its veto. Lord Rosebery does not believe these measures/; 
to’ be constitutionally practicable, and :inbreQyer ; /M;_is^&vs3 
favour of a Second Chamber of some sort f tliougli lie has long.. ; 
believed that the House of Lords, as; at present constituted )' ft 
cannot continue to exist, and has always'frimldy/aiid.j|u|b|id^v; 
avowed that opinion. What wilhbe • the'‘'ie^t\pf.^|^va;'j.‘ 




resolution ? In the first place, the country, will haye.at soul©.'/ 
time or another to decide upon it at .a General El ection. ^ 



'^rrv: 







mdy obtain ^majority in its support. . , 

. '•"tlmtliafc.Vcase, he hopes that the Government which;' would > 
VV^fch&’cqmd '-in,sahcL'-. which would have tlie power, would also- 
;. ; have . the will to briiig about a 'thorough reform of the House 
-> v-of; Lords;' . j ', 

^^^icKOh^ie’ other hand, should the constituencies support 
; V; the; Government by a majority which would shew the House 
•V:^ of Lords : that the country was in earnest, he apprehends that 
^1;^e‘‘ii^ulS'wo , uId be a complete reform of the House of Lords 
; ; ;; s :>7and;a revision of its relations with the House of Commons, 

'“He does not believe that in any case the coimtry will be 
-VyVcbnteht hath' a single Chamber or content to give uncontrolled 
.'.VI- authority to the House of Commons. 

f V “ But these forecasts may well fail to interest Your Majesty 
Vy as being empirical. The practical matter is the resolution, 
.-/■{/and -Lord Rosebery can assure Your Majesty that no less 
v'iVywili content, his party, and he doubts much if that will. He 
himself though firmly convinced of the necessity of this 
'yVV. policy could not go further at this stage. 

V; , ,. V> “-Lord. Rosebery must again humbly express his regret 
i , reiterating opinions and proposals, with which he has too 
fVV'miiclr.reasdn to fear Your Majesty does not agree. He may 
;v p yhpwdver express his hope and belief that it will not be ne- 
,V:V pessary to include any allusion to this topic in the gracious 
Vj; <sp?ech -from the Throne at the opening of Parliament.” . , 

•Vv'^ibAwtExv-, '; ; • . 

gp-V? '.October. 2M, 1804. 


';y;.yv^-^nic : . Queen at once sent a telegram of strong protest;, 
v tohvliich he replied thus : 

V ’ • t. October 20fft, 1894. „ 

V, :' V ; Humble duty ; , '• 

received at Sheffield Your Majesty’s ‘ V 
V;? Vgrdcibus telegram which has distressed him much. •, >Y,' 

earnestly believes that the best and the highest. V. 
country are involved in settling the Cohsti-V.y,VV? ; : 
! ; 'f!^ t ^Bal.qudsfipn in a time of calm like the present. - -} V 
V;. V/y -^yPid /he ytKink otherwise he would humbly ask leave '. V' VV 
YVto retire from Your Majesty’s Council. ■ •‘VV;';^X‘r / V 

i* 1 .. °f passion, nothing less than revplu-rV. '.--’VV 
e^^^Bi-pposalsywill satisfy, and even now -he is doubtful . 

‘bpldhis 9^P- ground against the extreme party. ' -V V /V; it; 

be of a kind already ■ passed • ;..«V:v 
pf $?PPPoPs and will avert a -wilder policy; :!. : y/VVvV : ' 
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“He would beg ; Your Majesty to read, liis letter once riiofdCv 

in 'f'.l'ip. licrllt of. mis tplf>rrrnm fi-M'-lin rlnct-ioivn A.-P .w in 1 ■*** 1 ' I* i ’ f .— * 


in the light of this, telegram, 'to'he^espairsVotfnMdii^: his^S 
• - meaning plainer.” /•: 


meeting at Bradford; of ? which; Rqsebery’sfF 
»f the 24th' had been the .'Prelin^ar^.:waimntt:i‘S 


The 

letter of the 24th had been the preliminary war nin g, $ 
was attended by 4,500 people. Rosebery? s?poke;for : ??i; 
an hour and a quarter, almost entirely on the House ^1: 
of Lords. He traced the history of Parliament from 5? ? 
1832 and the change in its pohtical complexion.; He : : ' ' 
was a Second Chamber man, but with the /House Oh/i;; 
Lords as it was, he hesitated with regarddb/Lis?",? 
principle. The present Second Chamber was a per?: :?# 
manent party organisation. The other day .a Liberal 
Peer had gone over and advised the Government? thatV??,V 
as he could not follow them they had better Retire*; 
into obscurity. “A very strange piece of advice . V; 
because he cannot follow us, he invites 
him.” The House of Lords was a great national?- 
danger from a constitutional point of view?:: it ?%s?; ? 
the greatest issue since the tyranny of Charles I and 
James II. The abolition of the veto would be a grave|ij 
difficulty in practice ; but he did not believe it 1 ipuid;:' : fl. 
come to revolution, because we settle' things iydthout|j|; 
cataclysms. The Government could not ; claim fay- 
mandate, but it was for the House of Commons?-; I 
.to pass a firm resolution, and he was sdre ; ,tKey .^ould^ 
It could never be expunged from the books of .the? ; ? 
House. After that he appealed to the:;pedple'^pythe^:J 
country, to ask whether they desired a revision ;bf tlie| .\ ; 
constitution or not— “ We fling do^T;tiie/i^u4||efe^; 
It' is for you to back us up.” . " 

The voice of Balmoral was not likely to echo these ; 
sentiments and the Queen wrote . 

- she had waited to read the speech? befqrev?say^g;;^| 
more. She complained bitterly? that. 



A Rosebery’s strenuous 
passions. . She 






iildsmJERY’S^DE»pEf^ w ;.«)i 

-refoim^nM^ 'House^ .of Lords, but tlie opinion of, the 
Sovereign was ignored by this demand for a revision 
'of; theConstitution. : 3 . r ‘ . . ! =-' •• 

^^-^jke -Queen is txuly grieved at having liad to write all 
■: tiusde Lbrd. Rosebery, whose personal devotion and loyalty 
5 to. herself are well known to her, and she does not doubt 
i he vis placed in a most difficult position, but she does hot 
l think he will avert the evils he dreads by the course he 
■proposes to pursue.” 


ttvdRosebery, it will be observed, altogether refused 
; to .admit the need of the Queen’s sanction before 
submitting a question to a popular audience. His 
■. defence of his action is given in full : ! ’ ; , 


y. ? ' ' 10 Downing Street, Wibkeeham., November 1st, 1804.= ' 

i-; •! “ Lord Rosebery with his humble duty desires to express 
;■ his sense of the considerate tone of Your Majesty’s letter 
; just received, in spite of the difference of opinion which 
‘3 unfortunately exists between Your Majesty and himself with 
regard to the best course to adopt under present circumstances. 
T:>\ !‘ Lord Rosebery’s own view of the situation is this— that 
vdt .is:frpm the broadest point of view important to. take t 
: advantage of the present opportunity. He believes that the 
3 system by which the House of Lords— now, unfortunately, . 
h owiiig to causes on which he will not dwell, a party 
organisation— controls a Liberal but not a Conservative . 
^Government is obnoxious to the conscience of the country 
its . best interests . But he also believes that this 
yds#’ moment of calm and therefore favourable to revision. 
VjWffiat hd has always dreaded, as he has stated in public, is 
3#^t the question of the House of Lords should come fort 
^decision at • a . crisis of passion and storm. Then the 
33 Constitution would be. hurriedly east into the crucible With 
lamfentable and. incalculable results. . ' ; 

policy :of 1 the Government practically, comes to this • 
^v-tbatrthe Constitution cannot long stand the strain of ; a ^ 
jtP^anent control exercised by a Conservative branch of : th'e 
'. Legislature on all Liberal Governments ; that it is well that 
^thisdqucstion should be decided at a peaceful juncture- 
in the issue between the House of. Lords and the • 
Ammons the Government takes the side of the 
^^g^e^ofjGdlranwjas;^--;; "3y- "3;?'' .1 y,v 3 
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■ ; ■ “ Beyond this Lord Rosebery does not go.: w /, V : ' \ A 

; , “ Your Majesty will have noticed the marked way in which 

he asserted himself as a Second Chamber man, as against many -' ' 
of his own party who,, unthinkingly in his opinion, declare • 
themselves partisans of an uncontrolled House of Commons. 
This point is vital to Lord Rosebery : it might not be by an}', 
means vital to other Liberal Governments, and lie begs Your '4 
Majesty’s serious attention to this point. • . ' . My 

“ Your Majesty notes however, that expressions were used 
by Lord Rosebery which appear to Your Majesty too ener- .• 
getic. Lord Rosebery would humbly remind Your Majesty / 
that he was speaking to a tumultuous audience, of 5, 000 
people; that under those circumstances it is necessary to - 
use broad popular language; and that it is impossible to 
argue points under such circumstances in the style appro- ;, .: 
priate to a drawing room or a library. He has not seen /• 
among hostile criticisms any that describe his language as . 
excessive ; he has seen several however that characterise it ; 
as feeble, including The Times. - % 

“To turn to another point, he would never dream of 
proposing a constitutional resolution to the House of ; 
Commons without submitting it after mature consideration 
by the Cabinet to Your Majesty. But he would humbly 
deprecate the view that it is necessary for a minister before / 
laying a question of policy before a popular audience to receive / ' 
the approval of the Crown. Such a principle would tend to 
make the Sovereign a party in all the controversies of the 
hour and would hazardously compromise the neutrality of ; ; 
the Sovereign. But should a Ministry desire to present to : 
Parliament a resolution of this kind they would certainly 
be ignorant of the first elements of their duty did they neglect • : 
to obtain the sanction of the Sovereign to its being presented s 
for the decision of Parliament. : / •''f.vu';wv,y 

“Your Majesty will, he is sure, do him the justice to 
recollect that within a month of his succeeding Mr. Gladstone , v 
in Her Council he submitted the question of the House of. 
Lords to Your Majesty with the reasons which made huh/, 
consider it the gravest problem before the Government. . .He 
was not then animated by pique at any action of the. House / ^ 
of Lords, for no such action had taken place during his 5 short ; 
tenure of the Treasury. He simply felt it his duty to warn ; 
Your Majesty of what was in his mind ; and he therefore 
believed that Your Majesty would not feel any astonishment . 
/ at the intention of the Government to propose a resolution / 



DEFENCE CONTINUED 



t . on this "subject/ . Nothing Was. 'less in his contemplation - :/• 
7,'rthan to Lake Your Majesty by. surprise. ; 

’ : ; “ In' conclusion, he -will only once more express his , sorrow 

\ ^ finding Jiimself in disagreement with Your Majesty*. . 

• ’L-^our 'Majesty does him no more than justice in believing in - 
• ' hii. 'loyalty, devotion and honesty of aim. But he -wishes 
•' that he could persuade Your Majesty that the policy which . 
he 'recommends is sound in itself, essentially conservative 
in* the best sense, and the one best calculated to avert evils 
' v: which might wreck and ruin much in the Constitution which 
he desires to preserve.” 


- Y/r A postscript to this letter followed on November 
8th : 


/ii'y ; “ Lord Rosebery with his humble duty ventures to make , s - ; 
;; an addition to his last letter, for he is in truth concerned and . , ' . 
distressed beyond measure with regard to Your Majesty’s; . ' ; 

.-..feelings on this House of Lords question. If by any con- yV 
ceivable means he could relieve Your Majesty he would'.. J :y, 
' gladly do so. Did he believe that his resignation of office | 
, would assist Your Majesty, he -would ask Your Majesty’s y 
permission to retire to-morrow. But he fears that the 
result would he quite different. He believes that he is in 
1 : j fhet, the. moderating influence in this matter. Nearly if riot ^ ■ 
./quite half . of the Cabinet is in favour of a Single Chamber. I/:". ■; 

' : ; Thc more, prominent people in the Liberal party appear to bb . 
of Jhe .same opinion. ■'■h-i'/ritil 

-r“ Lord Rosebery is consequently between two fires';' on 
y the one' side he is attacked by the Tories, and on the other : 

; (which it a greater difficulty) by his own side because he is 'V-'Jij!/' 
Ly itrbngly in favour of a Second Chamber. \ '' . ' " ,y V £■ y 

: , “ Had.Lord Rosebery persuaded the Government to take 

hb action whatever with regard to the House of Lords the'y s' y; 
' Oo% 7 errmieht would have been turned out within a week; of 
v'* , the re-assembling of Parliament, and this too on a cause which; Jv yy, 
ly^he canriot' conscientiously defend. 

He . has taken the mildest and he firmly belieVeb the 'V': 
y wisest eourso in the interest of the Constitution and-’of'alp' 
.y^Veoricernedy . But he us aware that any dealing: witjv-tKb} 
;;f^;Hou'se of .Lords is* distasteful to Your Majesty, andhe^Hes-s^t' 
yy Anth all bis heart that One who has been so good to him^and ' - ‘ 

;^;?;tb v whoni he is . so sincerely devoted should, be spare# ‘all 
f‘}ji pain on this and on every other subject.” . . 'y-H 


^ v '■ >? SI S sr3i ^^ :-^c : ^:;[cliS; : ;^^ 

: ;: . i; The Queen replied in a somewhat softened mood rS 

■•: X'/J. ' ”■" ' “:. ■/•'-’ . ' • i ;■■ X . About November mil, 1894. 

:■ ■■■;. “ The "Queen- did not answer Lord. Rosebery’s letter of 
; • <NovL 1st feeling it. was useless to further discuss a questiori v' 

. in which there is, alas ! such divergence of opinion between us>^ 
“ But she must thank him for his kind letter of the; 8tb. • * : ' 
“ He is mistaken however in thinldng. that t :am/.deal ^ ^ 

. with the II. of LI is * distasteful 9 to her. ■ i -yiKtfSd 

• “ The Queen fully recognises the necessity for its reform C\ 

. . and would be glad to know the broad outlines of iLord-^ 

■ Rosebery’s plan of reconstruction. . , . V 7' ;.v v-fX 

“ The Queen cannot agree with what Lord Rosebery says, :' 
in his letter of the 1st, as to the announcement of this , Policy. X 
“ It is not a ‘mere question of policy,’ but. as he himself. ‘ 
said ‘ a question of enormous importance' k fqm^iqh of ijie f 
revision of the entire constitution ’ and, as such, she ; maintains'/ 1 
her sanction for its public declaration should ,have ; been ; V 
i\. obtained. 

“ The Queen believes and appreciates what Lord' R. says i 
that he is concerned and distressed at her feeling^aiid slie 
sees that Lord Rosebery evidently thinks that the House of 
Lords will suffer less at his hands than at those job His : £‘ 
followers, and she realises that his position is a difficult hneff'ds 
“ But the Queen would ask Lord Rosebery and his CabiiieL-;>‘ 
to bear in mind that 57 years ago the Constitution was 
delivered into her keeping and that right or •wrong she lias 'r; 
;• ’ her views as to the fulfilment of that trust. ' 

. “ She cannot but think Lord Rosebery will feei lhatrftw’ft;; 

. ■ position is not the only difficult one in these democratic daysi?’^ ; 

So the constitutional duel was suspended for; the;: 
time.' dtl’v' Xrf’X 

Unfortunately there were other fences to be; got d 
over. Rosebery went to Glasgow on November 11th. ' 
and, besides refuting Lord Salisbui'y’s description pf • 
him as a Single Chamber man, and pointing out that ? 
temperance legislation could have no chance in the 
present House of Lords, he proclaimed Scottish Dis- 
establishment as a permanent part , of tlie: Liberalr .; ; 
; programme. The manses might or .-mig^tiinobi^^; 
Tory agencies, but the Established Church was in 
; no .way representative of Scotland as"a ! whdle;;; 
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- • • The Queen called attention : to her oath on accession : - . . 
r to the Tlironc, and deeply deplored; the speech. ; She ;. ■ \ 
ft would do all that lay in her power to be true to her , ; 

promise. : , '■ : . 

' : Fortunately, this question, which aroused such 
:v hittcx passions in heavenly minds, solved itself later ' 

: by happier methods than did the grant of Home Rule. 

Rosebery had been for a couple of days to Bal- 
• moral early in October, when Her Majesty was in 
/great good humour. After the above correspondence 
:fl*fief|icLiiot in fact see the Queen during the year, not 
i being summoned to Windsor. 

;>•. At one of his earlier visits to Windsor (June 21st) : 

'./yi.The Queen told me some curious things. She did not 
hv; know, if she was Alexandria Victoria or vice versa. Quite 
true that George IV wished her to be Georgina , 1 and that 
‘Vi the Duke of Kent insisted on Alexandria as the Russian 
v Emperor had been so kind. William IV had wished to change 
r^.h^£,name to .Charlotte, when he was King.” 


;Sq, : the Victorians, now so sadly regarded, might 
r,V;" have : been Charlotteans, if not Alexandrinians or 
: ' Georgineans. 

'.'^ '"i' Tliroughout the Session of 1894 Harcourt was con- 
.' •■ ducting his Budget with extraordinary skill and with 
1 ^;i;the^supple discretion which he so often displayed in 
Parliament, though so seldom in Council. That 
: memorable measure, which to this harassed genera- 
v V<tibn : of. surtax payers appears so merciful, excited no 
. ; little disquiet among the propertied class. Rosebery 
.^didmot^Tsh to, argue points endlessly in the Cabinet, 
f :. , so he prepared a memorandum for Harcourt’s personal 
'consumption, no doubt stating the defendants’ case 
/ ; more emphatically than he would to a colleague with 
V:v ; ;Vhom : he was : in, greater sympathy. As Lord Spencer, 
entirely agreeing with Rosebery, put it to Har- 
by. not circulating his memorandum, 
bh* & ^ desired to how 'to the judgment of the author of 
: |i^h4get. ? .Looking back at all the /circumstances, 

, / Mbrc probably. Gcorgiana. 2 Life, vol. ii, p. 287. - 
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one may doubt whether, if Rosebery: were to mite 1 ■ 
^ a memorandum at all, it would not have 'been wiser^- : 

to :mmnnsp one Vfrvr t.hp : Pb> bl-nO- T'otVioW- ,4-WAU- L 


reply which is given m-fuU iii 

years later (April 1898) Rosebery noted as follows • 


“ It is usual in Cabinets to exchange: in -stnck Confident ^ 
observations on each other’s proposals.'.JThis : is . of - the';; 
essence of a Cabinet: as their deliberations must b^elargely :: 
on paper, Cabinet sittings being, in prdj^$on;tp 
interests of government, brief and hurried. :v;\v 

But of course if such minutes were couched imthe^tbne^ 
of this of W. V. I!., such interchange of opinion wdiiid be : 
impossible. ; ;> Vif 

“I took no notice of this document except to show it t'o^; 
J. Morley — a judge little favourable to me — who expressed 
himself as full of indignation. 2 . 

“There was practically no opposition in the Cabinet to ; . 
the Budget, except that I reduced the maximum with the V 
aid of Fowler (so Fowler says, and I have no doubt he assisted, ; ' 
though not at the Cabinet) from 10 to 8 per centV/'/We^pctit',;;; 
dreary hours in listening to H. reading out typewritten;;, 
discourses on the Budget (which w r as the .Work of- Alfred;.;; 
Milner). . '• 

“Afterwards, when I resigned the leadership in ,1890,.;,:- 
Harcourt informed the Press that I had offered the most 
violent opposition to his Budget, which he had only oyScoin^p 
by the threat of resignation.- This was in the first place > ; 
untrue, and secondly, had it been true, a violation pf Cabinet 
confidence.” ■ ■ b -,Y - V'v. :V;- : 


It would be tedious to reproduce here the whole of ;; 
the conflicting arguments. In his paper Harcourt ; : 
dealt seriatim with Rosebery’s protests . ; Rdseberyj • , , 
for his own satisfaction, made comments in pencil on . ; 
some of his colleague’s rejoinders : for instance, '. ;? 
Rosebery had said that property would be af raycck ■ ■ 
against the Government as an alarmed adversary, .> 
and the last relics of their propertied followers A; 


1 Voi. ii, pp. 283-6. . 

-s Sir William Harcourt evidently put a different- construction. on tne,;, 
comment Morley made to^him* Life; vol. ii, p. 28 \ 


894^ l&Sfr A 31?^ : i V-v ^;46r:^ 

: M would be alienated . ;y Harcourt, in reply, cited his' 
; |i| recoliecticiii ; of Mr. Gladstone’s great battle .* oh . the 

: . - "H* »l‘rr ■ - i « ,; • . 1 oft/j-r*’ wlitnlii lonrlp^- TtiyS- 



v - 

; k 't 


Yy Budgets may .resemble each other, but there is: a 

^^r^^arcouirt ; , went on to speak of “another party. 
^^iiidli^as;:foTinded ,18M' years ago,” and to think; it 
: / likely; that many young men would “ go away sorrow- 
i'iiMful^because’. they had great possessions.” Against 
J^lthishVas noted .♦ “ No, it is the young men who are 
5;.^:to liilierit' great possessions who will suffer. So this 
; ' refilled innuendo is beside the mark.” , 

'It' was hopeless, Harcourt proceeded, to avert “ the 
^jhprizpntal division of parties ” which was the outcome 
'SfvHousehold Suffrage. Rosebery differed, because 
/ ;/tlie' JTories had a fair representation of all classes. 

Death : Duties, said Harcourt, only occur once in a 
(i genei'ation . '- /Rosebery observed that there had been 
Y- three Dukes of Bedford in three years, to take one 
^HcxampleAV ; yV . ; 

's.^.^he.prtioney;- was needed, Harcourt said, for the 
• reduction ; of other taxes, “ or what is more probable, 
^‘tp^atis^ 'Ruddier Jingo panics.” He himself could 1 
% hot be interested in the possible loss to Election Funds, : 
:0|oiS^. r had.; paid as much in purse and in person aS he 
^.:mtehded;tp: do. Against this is noted the single: 
yYwqrcb “CoriolPmis 1 ! ” : . 

^•^vi&Ycpnpliteibii' 1 Harcourt thought it hardly fair to 
YYbhffeH the ;ctwo < . memoranda in their “ respective y 
i '• bpsonSs, 5 Y but ■ that their colleagues should form their 
Y judgment- upon them. Rosebery’s pencilled comment 
Mnfe^has . never entered my bosom : • 
feY^Ysmot merely 'pervade London in a red box, but :; 

was the ; 

biographer. remarks, vol. ii,p. 288: . “ Events '•treafe‘> 
ironip pornmerit’on.this phase of the Budget When/ten: 
^ywiWjfttCT^the^unehdm'estotes changed hands by death twice Within ;'•/ 
pjSfX; months.- vv-;; %v; By y -• . ; y. ; 1; y : - y ... - ' 
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desire to mitigate the scale of graduation of- death-- 
duties so far as exigencies of they Revenue would 
permit.- • ' v 

At the end of the document Rosebery wrote : : Mr 
Pitt said ‘ Patience.’ ” '' 


But the immortal advice from Spain. “ Patience, and 
shuffle the cards,” comes easily to the. Walpoles .-and— 
Campbell-Bannermans of public life, never to a Charles 
Fox or a Rosebery. Still, in writing to the Queen 
(July 13th), he put the best face lie could on the ’ 
business. 


“ With regard to the Budget, it is practically passed, and 
it would be impossible now to make any change in its provi- 
sions. Lord Rosebery is himself inclined to take a somewhat ; 
gloomy view of its effects on the class to which he himself . 
belongs. He cannot however deny that there is much to be > 
said for it in the sense of its being logically just, and hey 
believes that the landowning class must avert its . severer 
effects by two courses which in themselves are good ; that is, 
by handing over property in their lifetime to their , children, : 
and by greater simplicity of living.” V : . 


The whole episode may be regarded as marking they, 
definite separation of Rosebery from, his Chancellor,.: 
of the Exchequer. There had been acute divergences 
on foreign affairs, sometimes involving moral issues, .. 
but not accusations of personal interest. ;.i . -In\ "this v 
correspondence incautiously invited by Rosebery, -, 
Harcourt enjoyed giving rein to his powers, of pro- (' 
vocation by implying that the . paper under reply;, 
merely came from a rich man who disliked beiiigy 
taxed. Cardinal de Retz was not far wrong when lie * 
wrote : . —’-■—•-..—rx— 

“ On a plus de peine dans les Partis, de. vine avecneux 
qui en sont, que d’agir eontre ceux qui y soht opposes.” 

Still greater was the enjoyment of Hafcourt’s son. 
Lewis Harcourt, like 

different way of life, bad joyfully 1 put aside the ; pros 
peet of a brilliant personal career. ; Lt was his task to-f. 


f SfLEWIS HARCOURT ::Ppp;P. ,'L' I ' 409;,: 

and to do everything 



j^cye^ybody. ^ But ;it : had its dangerous side. It j 

to live entirely in political 
or public duty to keep 
f.; ^^ :::g^^ , ;i:r. , .Tbroiighout this brief Government 
: ; Lewis HarcoiUt’s part was to glorify his father’s great 
^ij^j^^^<^ievement. It was not his business to 
^%he||ytW'^yermnerit as a whole, in the lobbies or 
^^/felsewhbr^^-and dt was tempting to dismiss with a 
" ' r the ^rime Minister and one or two of his 


•;p,5;^63Iepghek;as unworthy leaders of the party. Fifteen 
^*iye^.had)to : pas6 before Lems Iiarcourt was able to 
^^shpiv’J^^real quality as a capable Minister and an 
:i'|^^C(^^t : ;ppneague in a Liberal administration. 

Aspfeadei- of the House of Lords Rosebery perforce 
tdihteryehe with a few words in many discussions. 
J/.^fisielfafe^iibt' - worth noting separately. On the 
^;/^uli3get | -lie confided himself to moving the second 
l^readilVg,; leaving the defence of the measure to the 
;:';pl^rdChancellor. 

knowledge of London needs, he spoke at 
0^6me^en^hVoii -the Report of a Select Committee on. . 
^P^lqiiesnbiij-pf Betterment in Town Improvements.;' ■ ; 

^Committee had fenced round acceptance of the 
^liniiciple: with safeguards which made its applicatiori-p 
vpyfhQ&; jas lie pointed out in detail (August’ 

took charge of the Equalisation of V 
which obtained a modified blessing from p 
And he conducted a measurb;| 
^^ablihpthe;British Museum to buy sixty -nine houses' ;■ 
^ahd -gardens, :from the Duke of Bedford. ; 

combined the Presidency of the Council 
with : ;his. °ffice of hirst Lord of the Treasury, and in • 
^P^ph^kier; capacity, attended the first Court of the . 
'^new^Velsh ^University. It was a great occasiohhhe : 

, it would be a people’s university! not’:. : 
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a place to which men ; of: wealth^ : w^Com&’io put;:a; : 


final polish’ on : a leisurely course o®educkti<mr &s- 
tidiously gone through.” • Besides,; if represented thfV- 

;’m. •' 


spirit of nationality in if s : best form. 

He spoke at the Royal Academy - Banquetf fpdf 
attended, June 4th, at Eton, where 
him success at Epsom in two days’ time, and Rosef -’i 1 
bery — after deploring the - fact 

two Etonians in his Cabinet, against three Harrovipjik;^ 
— thanked the Provost for his unprecedented ;|oodf 
wishes, and added that, in spite of representations® 
received from Anti-Gamblers, he felt -no vestige|of ;; 
shame in possessing a good horse. Anda Very gopdf; 
horse it was. Through the year Rosebery Jiad/beefi^' 
able to pay flying visits to Newmarket to ; see>£‘dd®® f; 
work, and to enjoy the company of his ; tiamer, : : 
Matthew Dawson, a man as remarkable in intellect- as V : J 
in character. The colt won the Two Thohsahdf asfiy • f 
and then the intermediate event of the Newmarfet ;. 
Stakes (May 9th). Then came the Derby f-; Rose-;; 
bery noted (June 6th) : *■ 


“ A memorable day for me. I won the 
just twenty-five years after the first Ladas disgraced himself;;;; 
and me in the same race. The scene was -one' -.of jdelmp^j 
enthusiasm. I scarcely know why. * 

“ It began raining heavily after the race, ’but the ■Pmce:of|. 
Wales asked me as a personal favour to com^t6;his.;'dim^^;| 
as this was an historical occasion. So I .went; up 'arid:,he | 
proposed my health.” 


As a rule Rosebery, entertaining a party of :;old 
friends at the Durdans, was 'excuse'd':;attfhdahce^at: 
the Prince’s Derby Dinner. To antieiphte.„eyentpi; 
the hero of the Derby caused some disapppintnieht 
later -on, being defeated, with some ill-luck, in the 
three other great races he contested this year, includ- 
ing the St. Leger at Doncaster. ' ■ 

, Not a few of Rosebery’s political followers looked on 
these racing triumphs with anything ’ but favour*: r Jf 
is necessary to distinguish the various notes;: of ;;uis- 





Matthew- Dawson. Lord. Rosebery. 





>'• : 0 LIBERALS AND RACING 

' approval. . To a powerful minority of keen Liberals, 
v'; ' the Turf represented .open: vice. • Such men would no 
more have thought of being’ seen on a race-course 
than of frequenting a Maison Tellier, But others, 
w. less fanatical, disliked the thought of a Liberal Prime 

• Minister winning the Derby. As Rosebery himself 
' . '.(pdinted outy it was absurd to overlook the possession 

. ’. of a few bad horses and to object to a good one. 

: Beyond question ; but if an analogy may be suggested 
' from another kind of sport, it is safe to say that all 
Queen Victoria’s Prime Ministers, except Disraeli, were, 
or had been, in the habit of going out shooting. Some, 
like Sir Robert Peel and Rosebery himself, were adepts. 

; But if any one of them had earned the fame of having 
. killed an unequalled number of grouse or partridges 
in a day, like a Lord de Grey or a Lord Walsingham,. 
./.heads would have been shaken. To watch Ladaq 
■ gallop was no greater distraction from serious politic® 
than to denounce Vaticanism in a pamphlet, witlf 
'.'Gladstone, or to work in a chemical laboratory, with 
Salisbury. But it was somehow felt that the owner-3 
ship of a Derby favourite was too absorbing a pastime 

• Tor the wearer of Gladstone’s mantle. 

In another apologia for his taste for racing he 
mentioned that Oliver Cromwell owned horses. This 
fired the inimitable invention of Frank Lockwood; : 

. j who sent him a sketch of the Lord Protector, in the ■ 
slouch hat and soft riding boots of the seventeenth 
. : century j, but with race-glasses slung over his shoulder, 

• gloomily regarding a string of weedy thoroughbreds, 

-. .. ■vvith 0.C. on their quartersheets, being ridden round . 
/ ;. ,tlie, ring of a race-course. ■; 

r _ A distraction of a less invidious sort was a visit tb ; 
V/ Bristol (October 30th) to receive its Freedom— the 
/ . .prsfc, offered him m England — and to unveil , a stktufe iv 
‘ 'rr ■ i of the local magnate, Sir William : > 

: ; Wills. Lie dwelt on the apparent paradox that 
: ;r ur - 5 aT1 nrdent reformer all his life, ended in a 
^^y-,pf violent Toryism. Burke dreaded Parlia-;V 

• V icntar y reform, because in the circumstapbe^bf : 




■ ;>: momenkiLiniglit lead V toihe i^yoiffi6n^a%ligK|^ 
• v It was a consolation to uS pygmies of a later day tlvat 
: ; : ■,; this great master of eloquence" and political "genius 
saw so little of success in liis lifetime; -His last 
memorable and pathetic words to Bristol— 44 Wbafc : 
shadows we are, and what shadows we. pursiieT-1 
sum up the life of every politician, and perhaps of 
every mane Burke, he concluded, looms larger and 
larger, while the figures of others of his . day grow 
,v -" dimmer and dimmer, for his fame rests, om the broad 


foundation of political wisdom, g. /•;/, Six '^'0' 

There was some return to soeialhfe AHefimed with;’-' 
Horace Farquhar 1 — a well-lmown figure in London as > 
a close ally of Lord Fife — and noted “ the first time;! '" 
have dined out unofficially for years.”, . Earlier thtrC/ 
had been two eminently unofficial occasions. First, ; 
his old allies of Loder’s Club at Christ Church cele-A 
brated then new Prime Minister by a dinner at the" • 
Grand Hotel (April 27th), one of his closest friends, 
Philip Wroughton, being in the -chair A' 

At the second (June 25th) the . same . party as- . • 
sembled : ■ ■ '1 y-FuUrji - ' i 


“ Gave dinner to twenty-five old Christ Church Mends ih;^ 
honour of the ‘final disappearance of Ladas the' First, f 
pleasant.” ■ . ; 


He went to see Faust : . -.,'v \ 

“ How long, I wonder, since I have been to an opera 

1 (1844-1928.) G.C.B. ' Cr. Lord Farquhar 1898, 'and; Eari;l9^3. ^' 

2 • Lord Bute. Sir C^Boylei'-Tv’gir c-'y-t 7 W ■ v- - 


,y ; . Colonel Follett. 

' , Philip Wroughton. 

' - . . i , ' J. H. Mossop. 

: F. Hamlyn. 

- . G. Duncombe. 

Vf.- :; ; ' ; A. Smith Barry. 

■J‘ .v A. Turnor.. ■ 

.O.j; E. S. Hope.’ 

: ;g Wg ” F. Parker. 

-t ■ . . Lord Galway. 

• 'W\y \ Lord Ilchester. 

; -yC'. -A-A -'Mr. Fuller Maitland; 



W. W. Phipps.”, .'■.v?'.""'" 

E. W. Hamilton .' .4 V: A, VgjZy?' 

J. Fredericks \.A ’• vS 
Lord Tweedmouth. A?.? AA/A 
W. G. Marshall. . A 'i, ' iPWi 
Hon. W. V. Verney.; ?-• 

C. Cotes,' % AA'A 
' Sir Frederick Milner,; /fA'A'A 
A. :V. Pryor. t mAitm 

Lord EmlyiL / : : ' •' A V'AiA £>* 

H. Evans Gordon.' ’;A ~ 



[ 
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And to a concert at Buckingham Palace : 

“ How many years since I last went to a Queen’s Concert?” 

Free from departmental work, he was able to spend 
more of the autumn in Scotland. He was twice at 
Dunrobin, the Highland home of his great friends the 
Duke and Duchess of Sutherland. There he again 
attempted deer-stalking, with more success, and 
killed his fair share of stags. There were also happily 
quiet days at Dalmeny for the boys 5 summer holidays, 
and again in October. 

Relations with the Gladstone family were un- 
impaired : 

April 1 8th. — “ Drove with Neil to see Mr. G. at Dollis Hill. 
Jlr. G. in bed. Greatly occupied by the flag on the Victoria 
Tower. If at all, it should be larger, and would be a great 
strain on the tower. He seemed doubtful about graduation. 
As charming as ever. Neil asked for his blessing and received 
it* 


He went to Hawarden in November, for a family 
party, and found his host depressed but, as always, 
busily occupied : 


” The pamphlet Mr. G. sat up all night writing was ‘ The 
Ministry and the Sugar Duties in 1814.’ ” 

happiest occasion of the year was the marriage 
of Henry Asquith, a colleague with whom he had 
become closely intimate, with Margot Tennant. Rose- 
bery s friendship with the whole family at Glen had 
been affectionate for many years past. 

TTr ^'he saddest -was the hopeless illness of Blanche Lady 
Waterford, perhaps the figure in the London world 
best loved by everybody who knew her, and a very 
perfect character . Rosebery wrote ; “ I went to see 
Waterford. A divine spectacle of resignation.” 

I he Prince of Wales had attended the funeral of 
his ■ brother-in-law the Emperor of Russia, and as 
usual had helped by his sympathy and clear sense to 
- II— 9 
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improve international relations. •; On liis return RosfcS 
i bery wrote to him : f d: ; ;;• -A ' , 

, ■ •• ;ip .'D owning .'Street, . December Gift- '..1894;^“^: '•••• 


. “SlR, . v .. ...... , 5 

'■ ■ I, am anxious to be among the first to (Welcome-, your ’•?< 
■ : : Royal Highness home, and to express my deep sense of the . : 

, , V , V‘. good and patriotic work that you have accomplished •since i 
you left England. •. 

... . : “ Never has Your Royal Highness stood so high in the 
national esteem as to-day, for never have you had such an 
. opportunity. That at last has come, and has enabled, ydh ; > 
,r . to justify the highest anticipations, and to render a signal y 
I , service to your country, as -well as to Russia and the peace! ; 

’ ■ of the world. ’■-* ;/ T ■ ' y 

. “ I am, Sit, 

’ h , , “ Your obedient seiwant, - :-' ;.^ 

V' ' “ Rosebery.” ; 


In spite of freedom from departmental drudgery, : 


and open-air weeks in Scotland, Rosebery was , weaken-; 
ing under the mental strain of his 


discomfortable;; 
leadership. He was at Mentmore after the middle of 
December, and became decidedly unwell, with . some - 
sort of chill, as he thought. His doctor, however, 
sanctioned a visit to Sandringham, and Rosebery ..did- f 
, not suffer physically at the moment. , ; 


‘ CHAPTER XVI ' 

r ; THE LIFE OF PITT AND OTHER LITERARY WORK 

i89i-i9ii ’ 

V ; Ajs; : (all ' experience tells, the aimlessness, and the 
:'f occasional lethargy which mark the reaction from’ 
ail overwhelming trouble, are best fought by physical 
. fatigue on the one side, and by regular or even monoto- 

nous mental employment on the other. Rosebery 
k.. ; was ’ . sure not to neglect exercise in the open air, : 
but the other remedy might have been less easy to 
discover. The outlines of party politics were blurred, 

, ; and his work on the County Council was done for the 
-':'-; .' tihie being. It was thus fortunate that an oppor- 
7 tunity had already offered for literary work exactly 
suited to his own tastes and to his special gifts.; 
d'he short historical biogi'aphies of “ Twelve English 
. / Statesmen ” were being published by Messrs. Mae-. 

. niillan, under the general editorship of John Morley, 
-,: - :.who himself rather unexpectedly undertook the Life 
of Walpole. Rosebery had been invited to take! 

. . • charge of William Pitt. His uncle, Lord Stanhope, 

- pfd been responsible for the principal biography of 
■ Sf}< illustrious relative in four volumes; Macaulay,, 

. had written a famous essay ; and Professor Goldwin 
J.'.^/^hith . an appreciation. But Rosebery saw clearly . 

^ tliat there was room for something different, In an 
octavo volume of some 300 pages, he could present a 
v :: kit-eat portrait, set in a background adorned by 
r; ; political, figures. The result was the book which 
- establishes his claims to a high place in the world of 
• inters;/ - Two of his later works, that on the last days 
■ of Napoleon , and that on Randolph Churchill, . may 
v ; a PP^T ey^n more symmetrically perfect, but neither 
7 .‘hese represents the same scope of research and - 
concentrated labour. When the book appeared, a 



chorus of appro val greeted it in England and America: 
I select the 'opiiaijons :of forAme- rfe^sp^-;qip 

another, were qualified to give them, some as adepts 
in the writing craft, others as political experts, 
Rosebery kept these letters in a special portfolio, as 
he did no others of the like kind . Mr. Gladstone’s 
praise was unstinted, though it -.was '-lio^^ble'-fojDlumci 
not to add some qualifications on matters of personal 
.opinion. He wrote : v 


“ My dear Rosebery, 

11 To-day brings with it the discharge of a very pleasant 
duty, for I received to-day (probably through your kindness) 
a copy of your Pitt, and though I am a slow, a distracted, 
and a laden man, I have read half of it, and have seen him 
launched into the War. My anticipations were high, but it 
lias passed them. It is (in my view) the ablest monograph/ 
of the kind that I have ever read. Let me say all in one 
word, it is masterly work, and places you at once high on the 
literary ladder. ' ■ ^ ' 

“ There are of course questions of detail to remark ;upoh: 
Beyond these I find one sentence only before page 123 front 
which I seriously differ. It is that about inner Cabinets.y/;- 
“ At page 123 we come to the divergence of the roads on 
the War. My summing up of the matter is this/:- that ;it! is 
probably at once the biggest error ever recorded in history, 
and the most excusable. . . . Let me end With/ a-: most 
hearty, most thoroughgoing congratulation. 

“ Hawauden, “ Affeetly yours, y • ■ 

November 25th } 1891.” “ W. E.: GLADSTONE i/// 

Mary Gladstone, to whom a copy had also been 
sent, ‘wrote that her father had pronounced the book 
to be a masterpiece, and that he seemed-,^. Almost; 
startled, if you understand what I mean, at the historic 
grip and grasp, besides at its pure -Kterai^.;^uali11||^ 
Sir William Harcourt was not less -;eiithiisi^tic^;^| 

VI Pitt, Macmillan, 1891, p. 109. “ An inner Cabinet, mdee^4^no| 
infamiliar to us j and, as the numbers constituting Cabinets increase^ 
it must become a recognised institution.’’ / 

. /Subsequent experience has tended to enforce. Rosebery’s. 
than that of his chief. . . - 4;. ./>'/■ 


jT 




b MAnwdbtf, IrYNDironST, November 25iJfl 1691. <■ 

^V!f.0EAR 'itOSEBER^-;' 1 '.' . ;J: ‘ 

v '^v^X/'ssti'Uj^'tilL^he small hours this morning devouring' 
; s]‘.Piti;i1:-Which' "reached me yesterday. , - - - 

: r v It is wh at Pur favourite writers of the eighteenth century: 

-.I wbuld liave called ‘ an excellent piece.’ . 

“:j[ think the style admirable, — the grouping of the topics 
(of ally.arts the most difficult) as good as possible — inter- 
: sp'crsed and lighted up at sufficient intervals with flashes of 
wit.^ : It is the carbon of Stanhope crj^stalliscd and cut into. 
C; a- brilliant. I feel certain it will be — nay is — an accomplished 
^ditcrary . Success, and everyone will say as they do of the 
newborn, babe, ‘ How like its father.’ . . . Everyone will 
feel,' my dear friend, that you have wisely and bravely 
\ eiiedunterecl the annus Indus, and produced a worthy 
‘/memorial of your sorrow. 

WJg&a -I have shaken off the glamour of your -word- 
painting, I shall one day have a Whig crow or two to pluck 
• /with you, for I am still a Whig and learned from Sir Comewall 
vLeyds; to : revere Grenville. But if there are some things 
b/which:shockthe Whig soul there are others which will make 
:;. ,the Tories furious, so on the whole (as Goschen said) justice is 
, ; /doh^ ; pCd,;me the history of Pitt’s socialistic scheme of-.17.96 
; new; (as it is barelj r discernible in Stanhope) in 
k^^V’-^'b^-Josephs Joe and out-Jesses Collings.. . . 
v:Qddd*byepnxy dear fellow. Valete et plauditc. It has given 
:yall aduippy day.” 

i/v,Odier. colleagues presented their bouquets : Lord 
;Iiipoh saying how much he admired “ the excellence 
.of ite. style, the vigour of its portrait, and the skill of 
*•**•.» Sir Charles Dilke had been certain 
l! la ^ e ^ ld P roduce a Perfect book on this subject ; 

sent a long letter, observing that 7 
: two greatest men in our history were ; 

l jPiff hud S. Thomas of Canterbury. ** In 
; isolated givmdeur they are of one heroic kind.” The 

complementary to Rosebery’s of. 
^mrlesrEox^nd Martiii Luther, on which the Duchess 
: Pi : Gle veffi nd made amused comment in her letter of ; 

letters poured in irbhi -v 
fricn ^s X Herbert, Bismarck^.;.: 
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. , ; fluent in English,' .was amazed at “ the stupendous’ ? 


amount of knowledge embodied in this one volunieS 
. . . . r think you have managed to remain wonder- 1 

fully impartial, and that must not have been an easy . 
; ; task, as everybody who cares for : his own country v 
always must have a certain bias towards its greatest / 
men.” Lastly came the experts, pronouncing their ; 
verdict of academic approval. 'WillianL Cofyj sincbjV 
he gave up schoolmastering, had immersed himself/ 
in the study of Modern History. He wrote:;:' ’/K \-VlV;; 


Pilgrims’ Lane, N.W., November 26th, 1891. ] 
“Dear Author, giver oe a Good Book, 

“ I thank you kindly for sending me Pitt, and X send my’ 
notes straight off. ... I have Everard’s latest, photo graph 
on my mantelpiece. I wish he had lived to see your progress V 
and to share your pains. , ' 

“ Let me write as Pitt did, \V/</ £///' 

“ Yours affy., William .‘.CIoRYi-’^; 

Fifteen sides of notepaper are covered with; closely v 
written notes of learned and instructive criticism, . 
concluded thus : v v, 


“ I have read the book with all my might, and I feel that 
I have learnt a great deal from it and it makes me wish to 
read a great deal more. ,• - V 

“ It seems to me not (as I feared) too witty orsmart,faf 
above Macaulay in real generosity, far above Lecky iii'beapty;^ 
of form, far above Froude in judicial statement. ; f. 

“ It seems to me a treatise that may actually do, good; to// 
our people and to the candid men of other^landl.j^iVH^V.v.h^iry 
“I have been busy and anxious ever since it /.came her^.t 
(Nov. 23), but I have enjoyed it heartily.. ' Jy 
• - “ Non-sine lacrymsP-f ^i 


The Master of Balliol had not been ;abfe))to'tad§;^ 
V. • Rosebery’s name to his glowing . Hst;.;pf|/;pbHtibai%: 
alumni ; but his triumph was a triumph for Oxford, 
and he wrote kindly if a shade pohtifieMly jO;/./.:: 

Baluol College, Oxford, Noymibftr .1891./, 

1 • “ The book has arrived here, and I am- delighted 

i i T.. lcn ow of no life of an English Statesman-, wHich-, is equal,.,; 


: J3 Ai^LIOL ■ 

. of; appreciation,- or in pathetic interest* It 

■ ;i v SO/^to^eatly:raise\your reputation, not merely as a literary 
r'^^T'fMm^^uV.ias; & politicians . The sadness, the courage, the 
tragedy of Pitt’s life, are given as they have 
& ' ■ ri'eyer’ ' been ^before, because no one has been capable of 

) ' j feelmg- them, in the same way. There is no one in political 
V? ;^vj-vjife',-j‘‘,' except '.perhaps Morley, who could have written spcli 
'■; (i ' : a. ; book,' ; and he would not have treated the subject with 
equal- fairness. 

i'r'f^' : Vi'V : Thereis nothing in common between Pitt and Gladstone, 
-'vv. 1 ■ ; ?a good deal between Pitt and Peel, and something between 
;-v^;j-:^Chatbam and Gladstone. But these comparisons are shad- 
.^“rrq^hhd hardly worth making. 

- It doubles the power of the statesman when he possesses 
5;v(i ? ; ;.the gift of writing as well as of speaking ; there is more wis- 
;;V dom and also more freedom in it. If he has the gift of silence, 
vj 7-;:' -without the appearance of excessive caution, and an insight 
? : -into the natures of men, which can only be given by a silent 
■ k , jj;, sympathy with them, he may have a large share in the 
-government of them. 

“ Believe me, dear Lord Rosebery, 

' • “ Ever yours sincerely, 

tf.V-SV'ji'L'. > ' “B. Jowett. 


(- - : !Are ' you not rather too hard on the Whigs, who gave us 
'^v'ipme^cxceUcht political maxims of toleration and the like ? 
j.’J.VT tasked the Duke of Bedford why the Whigs have always 
: Jy been so unpopular. He said, * Because they were so jobbing 
'^Vj^and exclusive.’ I think it was rather because they were so 
of the world and of mankind.” 


•;> i ^k^bse'bery must have valued as highly as any the 
: v::6^imqns, of James Bryce and of H. D. Traill. The y , : 

‘ ^lat^er.-.j?iras- just issuing his Life of Lord Salisbury, in >•; 
•.^fie^avhUel series, “The Queen’s Prime Ministers,’”, 

spbke. of his “literary twinship,” and of Rose- 4 ; v X 
‘ ‘masterly picture of the man, his times, and his : -vr r . 
',b’;Ronl^jporanes. • In particular such a vivid and- v^v V; 
•.;sD;ilan;g little, sketch as that of Fox makes one hopes 
.:;that you.^vill some day give us a gallery of eighteenth'**’-.-. '7-4 K 
century portraits.” , - 

[;^?5ry^i^rdbe.-: *• x v ' • '' 4 : ;- v - 
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■' Portland Place , November ,24ih, lSOityV’ty 

• . ‘‘ My deau Rosebery, • ■ :t P -PPp P ty ty'tp: 

tP^'^^^^'ypIL'hh&rtfly’Lortyqiir nighty fi' 

and getting in very tired and rather poorly, at 13 . 30 p.m.tyP 
I- was imprudent enough to glariceiatyit and ’got so fascinated v : ?< 
; that I had to sit up well' into the small hours. - It seems to ; 

me the most vivid and telling book of the Idnd l have read, *V 
' and • able i to hold its place beside Maeaiday’^ and Goldwin : 

Smith’s biographies, and above all others that have dealt 
_ with Pitt. •' ' 


. •’•‘.If you were to wish for any criticism wiikh-ia Ivi^to %he^;- 

V ' -. ' next , edition, I would say that it strikes me ypu sometimes^ 

. : assume rather too much knowledge of the events of the .time V ;. 
P in the reader’s mind. True, you are writing not, a, history 

, .but the life of Pitt : I would not ask for much to be: added,;; 
ytyty but here and there, as at the coalition time, a page or: so- fl 
: - i might supply a setting of facts which wilb make. .theVstojrjr '-k 
y'-d- - plainer to the less and less instructed public of .our 'dayi -C. 
This is realty the only fault or suggestion I have to pick Ur : 

V . find ; you do indeed seem to me somewhat too iehieht fety ' 
; Pitt’s faults, but you know the facts so much better than’. 

■; I that I acquiesce. 

What I do want to express is my unqualified adrriiratioh;; 

. -for the vigour and the brightness with which the: story, has 
been told, as well as for the penetration, the analytical power, ty; 
and the political wisdom that abound throughout the book, 
ty ;} “ Sincerely yours; \ tty. tyy ;V 



.This was the considered, opinion of one .master in 
; the same craft. Another seemed to be a little more 
doubtful. John Morley, the editor of the series, set ty 
down a typed slip beginning : 


. “ Nothing can be more agreeable to read, or more brightly 
.written, in spite of a certain heaviness, due parity; to ppcceSSf. . 
l : of substantives, and partly to too great a desire -to 'ityptyss r. 
hhot only the author’s meaning, but.- his. : opinion.’.. ‘.For;. .v 
instance ... ... ’P- .' - P'-tyP^Ptyv v-P 


PP A critical list follows, coolly but. not iil-naturedly ; ; 
drawn. P In conversation with myself Morley was not r 
entirely favourable , to the book qs a • wholep : Be.ty' 
seemed to look on it rather as a brilliant prize essay 


f )i-'\ 
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tlkhv : as -what ; an historical ; monograph should be— 

• the overflow from a vast reservoir of learning, skil- 

..■'’a 1 .11 1 J n yxorf^rtitlrtT* hlionnrtl , ^TlllC CnY*£*lvr *-» * 



>J^Maitlaiia/- but5 his ‘ knowledge of tlie: .eighteenth*;.' 
century was. deep as well as wide. Perhaps, too, 
Morley. entertained some unconscious mistrust of 
tMie who had not ground regularly at the academic ; 

;' -null, and had not undergone the probation of a U 
chartered mail of letters. But there should be some 
; >rteciprocity in these judgments . Morley himself justly ■- 
• ; resented the slipshod opinion that ranked him as a 
ywviewer turned politician, not as a tried official of 
Ann decision and prompt action at difficult moments;, 

• V' 5 >?B.o.sel^ry ’s •- ' delighted letter to his mother from •_ 
AmalfMnay conclude the section. She must have 
%bfeeh -mjsied'''by his attachment to Lady Holland and ;}■ 
St. Ann’s Hill. . l - 

: January 22nd, 1892. 

,>?'..;V'i'#a$-'ycry glad to learn that you liked my little book, 
v: 1- >;;was;: particularly pleased that you guessed that my....,, 
•’.^sympathies were secretly with Fox against Pitt. It is the - . 

^ • greatest tribute to my fairness that I have received, for they : 
are wholly, and entirely the other way.” 


conversation with Sir William Harcourt in 1894/ ; " ; , 
A* ;dohn' Morley spoke of Rosebery’s u affectation of ; .y, : 
y literatur e. ” 1 His rather grudging judgment of Pitt . . 
;,yhas;been: described above, and its probable explana- , 
f^^6h,';/ ;As.h;;m^er of fact, in after years, when their y.- %; 
^ iiitithacy!- had ; grown close, he thoroughly enjoyed/-: >V ; , 
long Aalks '.-with. Rosebery on literature, trench' 'and;’y' 
l British, as on many other topics. He would certainly • 
th^h have . admittbd that nobody could be freer than 
p^Rdsebery.from pretensions as a critic of the academic A 
i . . In the two . volumes of Miscellanies brought 
;toge^td^^3|& ; d[c>hn Buchan, of thirty-three pieces . 

Ay offiy the addresses on Robert Burns, Dr. Johnson, 

;<* Life, of Sir William Harcourt, vol. ii, p. 260. /: AV; 





V : ' T ; ; [chap/xvi 


ThackerayjaridHobertLouisSteverisondealdirectlv 

}; with men .of letters. And the first two of these appear 
on the canvas as. great human figures rather than as 
.authors. There; is no detailed examination of their 
writings, and 'a*; palpable unwillmgness to embark 
; on such a quest. •' ■ ; V g;.'. 

. The centenary of Burns’s death was honoured oh 
J uly 21st, 1896. Twelve years before (July 26th, 
1884), Rosebery had unveiled the Burns statue on the 
Thames Embankment, the gift of Mr. John Gordon 
Crawford. It was not quite the same thing as a speech 
to Scotsmen in Scotland, but it was a forecast of 
these two great efforts. After saying, amid applause, 
that too much had been made of the painful character 
of part of Burns’s life, he concluded: 


“ It was not much for him to die so young : he died in noble y 
/ " company, for he died at the age which took away Raphael 
and Byron — the age which Lord Beaeonsfield has called the 
fatal age of 37. After all, in life there is but a very limited 
. - ‘ stock of life’s breath ; some draw it in deep sighs and; make; y 
’ an end ; some draw it in quick draughts and have done With 
" it ; and some draw it placidly through four-score quiet years j'v 
• but genius as a rule makes quick work with it..':. ’It crowds . : -’ 
:py. a lifetime into a few brief years, and then passes away, as if " 

, ' glad to be delivered of its message to the world, and glad to y 
be delivered from an uncongenial sphere. Byron/and- Burns ; ‘ 
together hardly more than exceeded those 'three-score- years :"' 

: - and ten which are said to fulfil the life of man ; but. hone . will 
deny that they had lived their full life — that they had ■done:; 

. . ■ the full work which was appointed them to do, and. we have, .;. 'J 
: no right to repine in view of so much achievement if to: the 
I mere mortal eye they do not seem to live their full tale of 
years. They had exhausted human fame and , human;. v : 
t r: happiness, and it was time for them to be gone/key 

;• . ." Now, on the afternoon of that J uly clay in Jl 896, • 

; : . ; Rosebery addressed the burgesses of Dumfries, ‘‘ sur-^. v 
rounded by the choicest and the most sacred haunts ,. 
i! ' . of the poet.” It was, indeed, he • told: .them,-' 

? demonstration than “ Scotsmen honouring the great-; y 
est of Scotsmen,” for representatives; had come from -. 



% 1BJ)G] ^ { BURNS^ AT GLASGOW • 

all quarters of .tlie globe to pay tribute to Robert ' Y'y i 
,Y Burns. The speech as. a whole is in a minor key. -, ; ; ,Y'- 
Burns died at Dumfries, and his last days, there were . , 

•v r . jjperit im-poverty and in deep depression. There is y.-.Y 
nothing much more melancholy in all biography,’’-, 
reflected Rosebery ; and it would have been happy for ; . 

: : him to have died earlier. But Burns himself had 
foretold that a hundred years after his death he would ' 

; . be more respected than he was “ at present ” ; and ;.,Y • 

: that prophecy was being incomparably fulfilled*,', 

The world-wide celebration of his birthday ; the ; , 
pilgrimages to his different resorts; the erection of : y 
/• statues, “ a hardy annual ” ; the editions of his works : 

“Whatever Burns may have contemplated in his ,pre- v 
diction, whatever dream he may have fondled in the wildest v 
.moments of elation, must have fallen utterly short of the 
reality. And it is all spontaneous. There is no puff, ho ; 
advertisement, no manipulation. . . . His true life begah 
with his death ; with the body passed all that was gross and . / 

impure ; the clear spirit stood revealed, and soared at once - . 

, to its accepted place among the fixed stars, in the firmament 
pf the rare immortals.” ' • ■ • YyYy.yY 

The same evening found Rosebery at Glasgow, ■ 
. - holding a great audience in St. Andrew’s Hall. This 
. second address is the more finished of the two,^ per- 'f.;- ;; 

.haps giving clearer evidence of the limee labor thaiii Y.y/' 

• . any that he delivered, and in sheer eloquence touching ; , 

, 'his highest level. It covers, too, a wider field than : ; 

. . the Dumfries speech, but also called up the spirit of 0,\ 
the man rather than that of the poet, though devoting y,..y ; 
a few pregnant sentences to his art. Shakespeare and : . 

: Burns; he maintained, are the two great natural ' ; , /i 

^‘. forces in British literature whose power seems slider ./ 

/ inspiration and nothing else; if the speaker had to i 
. ; prove; his words by quoting the poetry of Burns -he YYYY 
would never cease, so its incomparable excellence "Y Y 
: J must be taken for granted* “ But I must ask you to ■ 
remember that the poetry is only a fragment of 
: Contemporary evidence was unanimous on 'VvY ■ 
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, his amazing personal charm arid the magnetism of 
; ^conversation.' ?His prose was as : ': ; surprismg a^ l)is^ 
poetry. - Then there was his supreme quality 6ft 
: t universal sympathy from which . i V.every waj^arer in t ; 

the journey of life may pluck; strength and: courage l ;as fi 
• he passes.” After, touching on the misundcrst;dod r : 
because idealistic, part which Burns ; took; in .the£ 
political movements of his day, Rosebery . boldly i' 
■ , faced the charges based on the poet’s wild love affairs; ' 
and his addiction to drink. He did not greatly; • 
enforce the defence, a critic might suggest, by recalling--; 
the amours of one or two well-known:, historical^; 
figures; or by reminding us that Shakespeare; ran® 
Ben Jonson haunted the Mermaid .Tavern, rand that ;. 
Goethe at Weimar drank bottles of Moselle. ' ; But lie ^ 
reached the conclusion of the whole matter in 
/ passage of noble rhetoric, which I ; cannot Cfdfbeir ^ 
quoting in full : '• 


“I should like to go a step further and-affirm'.'thatj^e -have’^; 
something to be grateful for even in the weal<hesses of men r- 
like Burns. Mankind is helped in its progress 'alinoStAiaisA 
much by the study of unperfection as by the contemplation l 
of perfection. Had we nothing before us in, our , futile landyji 
, halting lives but saints and the ideal, we , might well fail A 
altogether. We grope blindly along the catacombs: of ; tlie| ‘ 

; world, we climb the dark ladder of life, we feelourwaytov 
futurity, but we can scarcely see an inch around or before, us;v' ; ; 

• We stumble and falter and fall, our hands ! and: kncesAre A; 
bruised and sore, and we look up for light. :ahd^guid^c6.;C 
Could we see nothing but distant unapproachable impeC; ^-. 
cability, we might well sink prostrate in : the; hopelessness pfAA 
emulation and the weariness of despair. Is it not 'then, 

. all seems blank and . lightless and lifeless, ".when strength -Jandtg 
courage flag, and when perfection seems, as remote as a star,' 

: is it not then that imperfection helps Us ;?;;T.When;^e.See;that,^’,: 
tv the ; greatest and choicest images of / God haye Iliad r tlieir ^ 
; weaknesses like oUrs, their temptations, their hours of 
. ness, their bloody sweat, are we not , encoin^agedrby their .;;, 
, lapses . and catastrophes to find energy .for one inore : effort, v v 
one more struggle ? ■ Where they failed we,; feel it ;a^kss- 
. dishonour to fail ; their errors and sorrows make, \asit.wcre,_kii',r^ 
v easier ascent froifi- infinite imperfection , to m%ite;petfccium^^ 



'MetnV after all; is; not ripfened by-virtue alone. Were it 
£,'o, t]iis worfd were ;a x)aradise of angels. No ! like the growth 
of the earth, he is the fruit of all the seasons ; the accident of 
a "thousand accidents} a living mystery, moving through' the - * 

’Vseeii >to the unseen . He is sown, in dishonour ; he is matured 
' - 'under ;all :the, varieties of heat and cold ; in mist and wrath, 
ih show and . vapours, in the melancholy of autumn, in the 
r -ttorpof -of ydntcr, as well as in the rapture and fragrance of 
-K summer, . or the balmy affluence of the spring — its breath, 
its sunshine, its dew. And at the end he is reaped — the 
V; product, not of one climate, but of all ; not of good alone, 

. but of evil; not of joy alone, but of sorrow — perhaps mel- 
’lowed and ripened, perhaps stricken and withered and sour. 

. Hbw, then, shall we judge anyone? How, at any rate, • 
/■ ; shall we judge a giant, great in gifts and great in temptation, : 

*gfeat in strength and great in weakness ? Let us glory in 
V his. sfrcngth and be comforted in his weakness. And when 
v;we thank heaven for the inestimable gift of Burns, we do 
not need to remember wherein he was imperfect, we cannot 
{' bring ourselves to regret that he was made of the same clay 
as ourselves.” 


-; <Tliirteeii years later (September 15th, 1909) 

.. Rosebery journeyed to Lichfield for the celebration of 
/ tile bicentenary of Dr. Johnson’s birth. Most of us 
think of Johnson, as we do of Lamb and Dickens, as ■ s . 
; a supreme embodiment of the spirit of London ; and ,/ 
hcreRosebery, a pioneer of London government, ‘ : 
could feel completely at home. But Johnson also 
^implies Boswell, the “raw, uncouth young Scot”; 

- Vand/a- most. acute and sympathetic analysis of his 
. compatriot’s character and of his immortal work / 
occupies a full two-fiftlis of Rosebery’s address. It, 
Ajihust be remembered, too, that of all the centuries the 
■ eighteenth was that which appealed the most to 
; /Ifdsebery ’s tastes and sympathies, so that he was /•’; 
:; ,well equipped for this task. It might be thought 
j that :.ol ; Johnson himself all has been said that can . ^ 
; d>ut I venture to think that no critic, not . . / 

. Macaulay or another, has drawn a miniature portrait : 
^^;gr^tmoralist and humorist so just in outline, ■. 

tint; as this. He pictures the tremendous : . 
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intellectual supremacy of Johnson, his all-embracino- 
humanity and generosity. “ He was John Bufi " 
himself’’ — trough in manners, insular, prepared to" 
counter a lampoon with an oaken cudgel. “He 
exalted the character, of which he may be regarded 
as the sublime type, but he embodied the spirit.” 
Most of all was he the master conversationalist, 
having read everything, able to express himself on 
aiw subject in a singular vigour of phrase, intolerant 
of affectation, epigrammatic, paradoxical, sometimes 
overwhelming. Again Rosebery concludes on a note 
of high seriousness. Johnson was “ the great Chris- 
tian soul ” ; his extreme conscientiousness made him 
fear death more than most, though when the sum- 
mons came he met it with serene composure. 


“ Men like this are the stay of religion in their time, and ' 
for those who come after. Laymen who hold high and pure 
the standard of their faith do more for Christianity, it may he 
averred, than a multitude of priests. To say this is not to 
disparage the clergy ; rather the reverse, for it implies that 
their course is regular and habitual. But their championship 
is felt to be the natural result of their profession and their 
vows, while the conspicuous layman, who is also a con- 
spicuous Christian, has all the honours of a volunteer. No 
one, I think, can doubt that Samuel Johnson and William 
Ewart Gladstone were priceless champions of their faith, and 
that their places will not easily be filled. ... . < ■- 

“ We leave him more reluctantly than any of the dead, 
for he is the only one with whom we can hold converse ; and 
so it is with the conviction that it will not be for long, as life 4 
is insipid without him. Therefore we do not say good-bye. 
Rather let us think that we have only paid one more pil- 
grimage to his shrine ; for though his dust rests with a whole > 
Sahara of various lands in Westminster Abbey, his memory, 
which lives throughout the Anglo-Saxon world, is especially 
green in Fleet Street and in Lichfield. We salute once more 
with reverence to-day the memory of that brave, manly, 
tender soul, and pass on with the hope that from his abundc n 
store we may draw some measure of faith and courage t 
sustain our own lives.” 

Rosebery’s nearest approach to a definite literary 
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appreciation was made at the opening of C the exhibi- 
tion of. Thackeray relics at the Charterhouse (J une 
SOfch ^ lOll^ i^ After a rapid survey of the novelist’s life 
he discounted, no doubt unconsciously, his own treat- 
ihentbf Burns and of Johnson, with the words: .1* In 
tlie life :of a; man of letters. his work is the one notable 
thing, arid there is rarely much else to record.” But 
’ ’ ’ ' " * ' 1 ” 1 - e — r critics : 


‘‘ A real critic picks the plums with a knife and eats them 
on the blade. He has rules and a science of his own. He 
knows the whole business, and perhaps thinks that he could 
do it better. But the ordinary reader has no such pretension. 
He coiiies at last, if not at first, to be guided by the simple 
'fact that he likes what he likes, and dislikes what he dislikes. 
He does, not always know why ; lie is only conscious of plea- 
sure or the reverse. He knows that he takes one book down 
a second time or a third, and leaves another to the dust. 

And so on that humble but natural footing I disclaim all 
pretension to discriminate except by an individual palate.” 


ASince this particular palate is the subject of record, 
it must be noted that in the course of his address 
•Rosebery illustrates his preferences and his points of 
•Briticism , by touching on the works of Defoe, Yielding, 
Richardson, Goldsmith, “ the divine Miss Austen,” 
Dickens, Bulwer Lytton, Mrs. Gaskell, Disraeli, and 
.Charlotte Bronte. ■ 

::"®is:uncle Lord Stanhope had observed: “Novels 
are-read by women, even by those who' read nothing, 
else ; and novels are read by men, even by those who 
read everything else.” 1 Rosebery was not a voracious 
novel-reader in the sense that some statesmen have 
beeh >Vho found their favourite relaxation in sensa- 
tional fiction of light calibre, but he had been brought 
Up among good books of every sort, and had always 
Been familiar with every author in the above list. He 
; was also a d e voted admirer of Anthony Trollope’s art, 
; be regretted that he did not leave any. 
writteif appreciation of the Barchester novels or of the 
political series which opened with Phineas Finn .| His 

FF ei S^ of Quean Anne (1870), p. 565. '■ ■■ ; •„ . i' ; „ 
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survey of Disraeli’s writings would surely have been ‘ 
both wide and intimate. 

The speech on Robert Louis Stevenson was a much 
briefer affair, less than half the length of that on 
Thackeray. It was delivered at Edinburgh (Decem- 
ber 10th, 1896) at a meeting called to consider the 
question of a Scottish memorial to the romantic' 
figure which had passed at Samoa two years before. 
Rosebery had inquired in the Press whether any 
such tribute was contemplated, and was therefore 
called on to preside. It may seem strange that he had 
never seen Stevenson, for he seldom missed the cream 
of Edinburgh culture; but comparatively little of 
Stevenson’s Bohemian youth was spent in Edinburgh ; 
and in any case he never would have guessed how little 
Rosebery thought of the starched conventions of 
polite life in choosing his acquaintances. In later 
years, after some of the famous books had thrilled the 
world, their author passed most of his time abroad : ' 
and after his father’s death in 1887 he bade adieu to 
Scotland. A year later he settled in the South Seas. 

It is perhaps stranger that Stevenson’s ^ father 
should not have made one of the Dalmeny circle oi 
guests. In his speech Rosebery again disdains any 
thought of reviewing the works, but “ as an outside 
reader ” calls attention to two or three points. Jnist 
an examination of the style— “ something suggestive, 
something musical, something pregnant —of the 



the duel-scene of The Master of Ballantrae, the Italian 
hat of The Pavilion on the Links , the “ two walking- 
sticks that I think those who have read Trea ^' e 
Island will never forget.” It was a brilliant little 
address, but so cursory that Stevenson the essayist ana 
Stevenson the verse-writer are not even mention • 
It was evidently the vivid Stevenson, shining m 
flashing colour of his stories, that he wanted his fellow 

citizens to commemorate. 



KKS-fc-’ , CHAPTER XVII 

B; :" [RANDOLPH CHURCHILL : POLITICAL ATTACKS ; SLEEP-: 
;■ 'if Vps ^ LESSNESS : THE LIBERAL DEFEAT : DISSOCIATION" ; 

IIARCOURT : RESIGNATION OF LEADERSHIP . 

Still in deep snow, Rosebery was summoheck jfco> 
; ; r 7 ; Psborne. It was a sorrowful moment, for Sir Henry; 



WIC liUUU&ttiy UI uuu uuuav;, VYaoowu^ivuuiyu;. .. ,.-; 

f.& .r; With paralysis tlie same day, and the Queen was deeply y 
;YC%'i&iicerned. Rosebery’s audience was not difficult,;-'' -/ 
-and at; dinner he was placed next the Queen : • ... . 

.;p She told me .positively what I have often discussed, 4 y/j 
| Ms vV ;Was telling her that I had got the foreign diplomatists to yy. tv 
/yC -agree to my- addressing them as * Sir,’ instead of * Monsieur ., kZ? 
y le. Mihistre,’ by telling them that we so addressed our princes ; ' ,{ ?: 
j.V/hhd.kihgs,’ ‘Not the King, Lord Rosebery,’ said the Qnceh / 
i v,> .‘tliei Kmg of England is always addressed as She,’ and then 
, y,h.;af ter ;a pause, - Yes, I remember it well in my young days. - ’ 

:{y^;.;-;At/.aiiother audience, a month later : 

>y>yy- *yShe'said.amohg other things that she thought there .were- 
; v.^.tod;;ihany bishops in the House of Lords. It turned out -hr's 1 
:H;,’;tliaty this 'was because of the Deceased Wife’s Sister.” V i 


‘.‘A.^Tbrongliout --the year the reconstruction of -/SS. 
•^Berkeley Square would have left Rosebery houselessy ;\:- !>:/ 
y; but for: the accident of office. He was thus able, to ; 
y^ppvthe ffiroken line of Prime Ministers who. found a; 

. ?boime-in;IO Downing Street, and lunched there forytiie 

time late in January. His Parliamentary Dirihbr^/yyy:, 
-v Was Tgiven there pn February 4th. But he rKuaUy;3id.’;^i%' 
^his work in: the delightful room at the Privy; Council 
y Pffice which is allotted to the Lord •Presideh^^yWHod\l;'}.^:v;> 
;Po\yhmg , Street , was no longer his lie ’wrote ytd 
ymother lrom Dalmeny - ( July 11th). ; - ; .;7 

v./ii~~-io[ . - -iso ' 
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“ It is rapture to feel that one Las no pied-a-terre in London, 
and so a valid excuse for remaining in the country. Were 
it not for my neighbours I should delay my builders.” 

Tlie leaves of life kept falling. George Wyndham, 
the Leconfields’ eldest son, the heir to many hopes, 
died in the middle of January, and Rosebery spent 
much time with the bereaved parents. Before the 
month ended, Randolph Churehill’s troubled life 
closed. The ship that had never sought to sail on 
calm seas was “moored at last on the stormless 
shore.” Few deaths could affect Rosebery more. 
They had been close friends at Oxford, Randolph’ 
slightly the younger of the pair, and intimacy had 
been continuous. The difference, in political outlook 
was sufficient to be stimulating, not of the quality that 
vexes or alienates. 

There was nothing to disturb or distract their 
friendship during thirty years. The two had many 
of the same tastes and, up to a point, a similar outlook 
on life, particularly public life. Each had tensely 
strung nerves ; each had his serious side, and ins 
definite political convictions : each had a bubbling 
sense of humour. The equally obvious divergences 
of the two characters were not of the sort that create 
friction. Randolph Churchill was the origin or the 
victim of many disputes, but no cloud ever rose 
between him and Rosebery. This early letter of thanks 
illustrates the old-fashioned formality which adorned 
one facet of Randolph’s complex attitude to the world : 

March, 1874 . 

“ Suffer for a moment the cynical feelings, which at tunes 

I know you are fond of giving way to, to subside i ^endship 
that I do sincerely thank you for a pledge of a friends P 
which is as highly to he appreciated and valued as it * 
think rarely hastily bestowed, and allow me to say tha 

retaed good taste for which you are not unjustly celebrated 

is easily S to be discerned in the pretty old bowl which you 
so kindly sent me.” 

Letters and notes passed continually during tie 
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following years/ generally in. a light vein like the 

following .V/i /, -;■= 7 ". , 

‘ '• 7 Foreign 'Office) .Ftmc’30fft;.iS8G. . 

My .dear -Randolph^ ■ •• • ; 7. '> > /Vv / 

; //“ Never. in the annals of civilised warfare lias so inlmman : 
' ■' an^outf age been perpetrated, as you committed last jiightV: 
•-^'.>^VT.' ! dd'‘not • complain of your speaking of my ' ‘ enormous >■ 
: and unlimited' wealth ’ though as a matter of fact it is not 
; endrmous, and I have never had any difficulty in finding its: 

limit. ; But what is monstrous is this, that in consequence 
. pfiwhat you said thousands of mendicant pens, are being- 
.' sharpened. The parson’s widow, the bedridden Scot born. 
atDalmeny, the author who has long watched my career, the;, 
industrious grocer who has been ruined by backing my horses, 
the poet who has composed a sonnet to the G.O.M., the family 
. . that wishes to emigrate — all these, and a myriad others are 
preparing for action. Not to speak of the hospital that wants 
a wing, the roofless church, the club of hearty Liberals in an 
/impoverished district, the football club that wants a patron, 
the village band that wants instruments, all of which are 
preparing for the warpath. May heaven forgive you, for ; 
I cannot. 

*1/ .y-:/-. - '."--: ' • * “ Yrs. sincly, •• 

“ • ' • “AR”. 


■ i • r 


2 Connaught Place, July lsl , 1886 .V : f . 

:‘‘Deah Rosebery, '• /. \ ' _ 

Your letter- is most affecting, but what can I do T You'':-:-;;'- i-t’ 
/will;, support that old monster, and therefore you must/ be/'. -;‘v 

:V: f fleeced; and fined in this world. And in the future world,-':'/'/:/' 
./.well— —111 • ’ •> . ■ .. 

; “ I am off to-morrow to Norway, post only twice a; week/ • / 

. . .telegraph-station 100 miles off. So I shall be well out of; the ■-■yfy 
• V/way of news of these danmed elections. Don’t pimish me / 7 ,\7 
..■/by repeating this bit of news, as I have concealed it from myt 'f;V ! 
V/colleagues;''-' - “ ./.v/y ■ 

-///.■'.V/.y/'-V:; ■ • - “ Yours ever, - ' 

; ' “Randolph S; : ;C.’’/-./ ./.a/ 

; In 1887 the Roseberys were in Rome, and lieafd'c ■'•;;/ 
tliat Randolph Churchill and Harry Tyrwiiitt had iust ■ 
arrived. ; The four dined together, • and Rosebery >; .777 
made a short memorandum of some of the talk. 7 /•.;./ 
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>.: ,1 can only note here such parts of the conversation as 
^ affected. R6seBery. One or ; two of them are touched 

on in Rosebery’s memoir, of- 


4 Do' you lqiow, Lady Rosebery, Rosebery preyentedme 
from becoming a Liberal ? We had a long, talk when . 
Salisbury was coming in in 1885, and I agreed* t6 : - call on him^ 
the next day at 1. I called, but he was out, or I should have;: 
been a Liberal.’ ' 'y_. . -I" 

“ ‘ To begin with,’ I replied, ‘ I was in at the right time, 
but you were late. You were detained too long in Portland 
Place (Goschcn). In the next place you never had any idea 
of becoming a Liberal. You only wanted to gain; your; 
point with Salisbury, and when you gained that there was 
■ ' no question of your becoming a Liberal. Yon only talked 

, about it in case you failed with Salisbury. I have never . 
mentioned that conversation to a soul.’ . fivv 'v’-V'-'j 

.‘‘‘Oh, I have, often, once to Salisbury, I think. .But 
- I thought of it seriously then, and it is impossible now.’ ’’ 


This, of course, was all banter, and the talk passed 
on to the circumstances of Randolph Churchill’s/; 
resignation, depicted by him in sparkling colours of 
indignation, contempt, and humour* He concluded^ 
■ his tirade with : • 


“ There is only one place, that is Prime Minister. i;;.T TikeV 
to be boss. I like to hold the reins. I4old;himT;thouglifp; 
•it ah odious place, a sort of dunghill. Moreover ;a 
the House of Lords was nobody. ‘ Perhaps that is so 
/Liberal side, but not with us. More0ver'.if.'.thq’P3I*';resij^^" 
all his colleagues must go with him, but -if 
(naively alluding to himself) he has to vgo'^ along. 
whatever you do, the P.M. gets the credit of •■it.;’ •//■; 

,‘‘T said it was more a Churchill '.government 
. .Salisbury Government, and that while he. was making 
‘.speeches and Hartford 1 programmes all over the.cOTmt;ry,;- 
/ Salisbury was playing a silent and- secondary part;> ; 

‘ ‘ Oh, as to the Hartford speech, Salisbury came to 

, / room in the House of Commons': I told him;the whole -p ^ 
■ .what I was going to say and he approved it/alLy 

; i The;Dartford speech was a boldtcxposition* pf Tory 


- V- -1» 




hiiNfJv/pj V^?T; 

; 7 :• 777 On avlateb occasion Churchill said.: : -3 t ‘:%\>}. ' yr : ;\ 

■ ;vA>:v}:r' VM-ii.^wpuici.’nbt- live the last fourteen years over , again . 

• for i g ' million' a year. I have been successful enough* but I • , 
.sW^y^puldbot. 1 -'/ ' 

b*Y® worked vary hard.’ 

j , 7; ; 7 ; 7>‘7 bKo/thanlt God, I never have. You have. You worked . 
CV'-.;-':-. hard;, at Oxford.’ 

'|‘p wish I had. But you used to read Gibbon there. 5 

*'*'*• Yes,' bye the bye, so X did. After your success as \ 
: £:f:$j?6fcign Minister you should never enter the Cabinet again . 

V'^ewijB^t.'as Prime Minister. 5 
37777“'* But I would sooner be a Lord in Waiting.’ 

C'3* : .^'“ : He told me that I had caused the Bulgarian mess by 
3 agreeing to the term of five years. 1 I explained to him how 
'3S::,V:that .. matter stood ,* but was interested to hear that his 
33.7 Cabinet had adopted the view the Queen took in October.” 

Cv^b^i’-A'.final note of Churchill’s conversation : 

77 3.7 .7 ‘"kf /there is one thing X hate and detest it is political : 
77K ; ; intrigue. 5 -' - . ■ 

; ';337I only replied by a solemn and deliberate wink.” ■ * 


77V773Hie:.Boseberys were soon back in England and 
•'(t^Ebsebery- wrote : 

777:73' 7 - ■ The Duiujans, Epsom, April 7th, 1887.' 

RANDOLPH, ' * 

.Ynli;be glad to learn that I returned in good health 
•H^yCjfforHay; unimpaired by reading through a speech of 1 hour 
7t:; Sp minutes delivered at Paddington. 

w&-be even more glad to hear that I have brought 
j{ 3 'iSWth”,me three cigarette holders for you. I hope they are the 
vJ: right: boregnd shape." If so, I hope you will accept them as 
,3, flight memorial of an old friendship, not to be blown away 
7>71iko, cigarette smoke. 

~ - • “ Yours sincerely,. . : . 

3|7|; ; |;V;77 - “ All.” ,' 

777 After the appearance of Rosebery’s PiU, Randolph 
;;7ChurehiJl wrote to him a long and striking letter of 
Jytaise bnd appreciation. He was particularly charmed: 

v33f77b 37 .7 >,'7 ; ■ 1 Seep. 270. 
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, . by “ the subtle delicate irony which • constantly 
. flavours the narrative.” comparing it : i only to: the 
irony of Motley and of Edmond About. Rosebery 
replied gratefully from Naples on January 20th, 
1892 : ■ ■ • ' ' / ;• :. V •. 


“ My dear Randolph, 


“ I wa s greatly pleased for a variety of reasons, just as I 
left England, to receive your letter. First and foremost that 
you had passed safely thi’ough all your perils and fatigues. 
Secondly that you liked my little book. And thirdly (for a 
genuine Gladstonian must have three heads) with the piquant 
interest of the letter itself. . - 


“ As to what you say of irony, I delight in About V;' I do 
not know enough of Motley to say anything except that I 
think his letters the best since Horace Walpole’s. But 
About is the modern French writer whom I think I like the 
best. All French irony is, I suppose, the offspring of "Voltaire 
and some of his writings, such as Candide, are surely in- 
sm’passable in that respect. , Heine’s irony (which I know 
only in French) is perhaps more taking as it is mixed ‘ upwith 
a rich vein of poetry. . • ■. 

“In English the irony of Gibbon always seems to me, most 
admirable ; partly, because I seem to see the smug pig face 
of the author winking at me through the elaborate persiflage 
of some of his most pompous sentences. Then there are 
things in Thackeray — such as The Bose and the Bing —? winch 
are surely full of sparkling irony, though not perhaps so 
polished and sardonic as Gibbon’s. I have, probably, for?, 
gotten the best, though these occur to me at once. ^ Brett’s 
article in the Nineteenth Century of this.. month names,, 
perhaps the use of the weapon too far. ■ A 

. “ What you say about statesmen is, I think, true. , It 
seems impossible for a man like Pitt or even Peel (who was 
modelled on Pitt) to exist now in their original forms.- They 
would of course have adapted themselves to an altered state 
of things, but in doing so they would , probably /have lost 
some of their power and their charm. A statesman in , 1, §92 
must I suppose have a dash of the demagogue.: He has to, 
deal with three new conditions at least.:' 


’ “ A democratic constituency. 

“ A powerful and penetrating press, 
“ A web of caucus. 







i 5 !;.h '■'V v. 'v r" *t* /V* 1 - ■ 
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■ ,V;v ; 'Xt' i s. : ver y : ixi t ere s t i n g .to cnlculatewho of. the various 1 
.iMme. Miriistcrs of the century . would best have adapted 

t-WAo/* • v^ri-rrr. nn«ir?ifmnc ' ' Pf}]linip)*5f hn 


■ WU T MJVIVU ■ ww»* vvv.* — V. O , r „ 

-l.be'stiiind most durable ministry in our democracy will .re?,, 
ijscmble- a 'well-oiled weathercock, lif any ministries ^however, 
will lje ; launched and submerged before we ascertain the 
: .nxact nature of our present constitution. 
y.y “ Forgive this long letter on this majestic paper— adopted - 
fbr purposes of economy, as a long letter takes up about six'. 
. sheets of, my ordinary notepaper. But it is your letter that 
/has made" mine long. ' y .• t 

dashed down here last week for a little sunshine .and 
sleep. In my three days here I have had two of . summer 
and one thunderstorm, so my average is good. I shall soon 
. however have to return, when I shall hope to see you— I 
• suppose /with, a lateways sort of appearance. 

V-j- ; ■ “Yours,,,...: 

• - “ ar.» . 


■ ; '’ Soon aftenvards Randolph was consulting Rose-, ,v' 
;vhery on a- proposal that he should enter the London : 
^Gjoiihty^'. Council, which, needless to say, , came -to 1 WyO 
\:; nothmg. ;Befbre the defeat of the second Home ;• 
Rule measure, Rosebery listened to his friend sitting \ 
■Vy upr till Vl.30, “ discoursing of a ministry .of which .1 
■;y:Hartirigtpi]; .was to be the head, Arthur Balfour i 
;'y: V Ghaiicellor of the Exchequer, he India, and I F.O.” , . v . ’H 
•^y;X But :apart from these aay-dreams there was a fresh ^y-.y 
^yiih^hi ! 5paa<iblph. Churchill’s accession to the /Turf. A-’-iy 
.KjHiSLealth was beginning to break down, but.this.new: Vg>/ 
y;,exeiteinent scemed to add zest to his political imaging 

wrote a long letter from Gastein- bn .'Sep-'.:' "a a 

v '/teinbef : ;2hd, 1893 : - - 


old and attached friend, and to a very great extent A 
; ' as^ one who finds . himself in perfect agreement with you iriy. 
y.yalmostybyeryj question of foreign and domestic policy—r-*? 


TM? ,liome Rule Bill had scraped through the 
{House^pf Commons . Randolph Chiirehill. . search- 




496 CLOSE OF POLITICAL LIFE, 1895-1896 “ [ciiap. >h 

ingly- compared it with the measure of 1886, greatly 
to its disadvantage, and urged Rosebery to use his 
great political power in the country by “a happy 
combination of party loyalty, wise independent > - 
counsel, and a reasonable consideration of the argu- 
ments and views of those who dread Repeal.” - He 
was prompted, he said in conclusion, by — 

“ The dream which often comes upon me, that some day 
not very remote I may have the gratification of finding myself 
in the same party and holding the same opinion as you will ” 
hold. I do not even draw the line against speculations as to 
being, if the fates are kind, even your colleague. I send this 
to you with some trepidation.” 

Rosebery replied : 

Balmoral, September 25th, 1893. 

“ My dear Randolph, 

“ This can only be a note of apology, and thanks for your 
extraordinarily land and interesting letter. I was too busy 
when it came to acknowledge it. 

“ You are quite wrong in what you say of my position— 

I have no position — none to speak of at all. All that I have 
to my credit is that people think I may be a better Foreign 
Minister than some other members of the present Government. 
Rut this is all — it is neutral and negative ; and this I can judge 
and know better than you or anybody. 

“ As to this policy I cannot speak with perfect freedom or 
frankness. But my speech is supposed at least not to have 
erred on the side of any want of candour, and it may 
sufficiently answer what you have advanced. 

“ When you eome back we will talk all this over, but I 
am no letter writer. Only let me say once for alHiow much 
I was taken, and indeed touched, by your letter.” 

When Randolph Churchill started on his last 
tragic voyage, Rosebery went down to Southampton 
for a good-bye which might easily have been the last. 
A letter came from Japan, as Rosebery narrates, 
containing great plans for travel which never could be 
realised. The first page of it contained lamentations 
over the autumn failure of Ladas with unsparing 
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'• v censure of the great master of training horses, Matthew 1 : 

" . 1 il’Ji'- %.«««« 4-h ys h n A aP^/ST^ /' ' G ^Vcl'S ’ *' 


Dawson, for having run the horse too often;: 
just as ready to scarify a leading trainer as a leading 
Cabinet Minister. The handwriting is sadly tremu- 
lous, and there is something pathetic in the brave 
: invalid’s concern for his friend’s racing stable. The 
■ encl was nearing. He came home, and died in J anuary 
' 18D5. 1 * . v 

tp ; Years passed, and Lord Randolph’s son wrote his , 
'.[{■Life, in a fashion which astonished and delighted the 
; ; world. As Rosebery said of the book : “ It is one to 

- be marked among the first dozen, perhaps the first 
il half-dozen, biographies in our language.” 

;r -.y " Rosebery felt that there remained room for some- 
. thing quite different — a shorter study by a con- 
. - temporary friend. Some brief records of this kind, 
f for : which the Agricola remains the shapely model, 

• / have a place in every library. They differ in origin 
v and in aim: Cavendish’s Wolsey is the tribute of a 
; . 'faithful follower ; the two best-known examples from 
the nineteenth century, Carlyle’s Sterling and Dis- 
; faeli’s Lord George Bcntinck, owe more to the fame of 
;.;hthe>; artists than to that of the sitters. Rosebery’s 
■Randolph Churchill is a portrait painted by a devoted 
friend on a level of absolute social and political 
.-.• equality. He never did anything better, or with a 
-rf- surer touch. The book is such easy reading, so fresh, ; 
yf andfso stimulating, that it would be absurd -to set v 
: . down here any analysis of its contents or any portrayal 
, of its manner and style. 

t ? In November of the previous year a conference was 
helcfi n D owning Street on the co-ordination of the 
V; fighting services. Spencer from the Admiralty, Camp- 
bell-Bannerman from the War Office, and Rosebery 
. himself introduced what he afterwards considered to 
have been the germ of the Committee of Imperial 

- Defence. - tK'-v 


1 . *1 


oni. greatly indelited to the Duke of Marlborough for permission 
Randolph’s correspondence preserved in the Blenheim 








;'498 CLOSE OF POLITICAL LIFE,' 

V : It met again this 'year, with; tfe addition ;bf ther^ 
Colonial Secretary, Ilip on, under the name : of IhdHv 
• - “ .Defence Committee; 5 -’ : r ; : .*1- *':v> 


A vast meeting under the auspices of. the. National 
Liberal Federation was held on January fKeiday v! 
on which he would have wished, to stand by.his sister^.: 
at her son’s burial. • ’..y'.V* 


“Ten thousand people iii a specially. ereeteddmlh^ My^rv 
voice very bad. The singing simply magnifident; -T .'neycr .| ; . ; 4 
heard anything so fine.” ' ' ' . \ 


Two-thirds of a long speech were given to the sub-;; e; 
jeet, of Welsh Disestablishment, but lie opened . by : C 
thanks to his colleagues : • 7' ^ 

“ Among those who have all done much;' strenuous ahdj; t'; 
admirable work we must all enthusiastically. giyp. tlieyfirstH^s' 
place to the Chancellor of the Exchequer.” > /vHV.' 


He went on to press the campaign against ; the 
House of Lords, and to compare the difficulties of 'the 77 
Government with those of the Opposition. Tf woipd^;| : 
be tedious, now that the controversy has closed, tq;; :: 1 
recapitulate his arguments, closely reasoned and . 
illuminated by historical analogies, on the ■ Esta^lishi^: '£ 
ment in Wales. He cited with great nffect3ishQp|J,;>'; 
Thirlwall’s speech on the Irish Church Bill when -V* 
repudiating the charge of sacrilege brought ; against;;;;;,: 
its authors. • 

On the following morning he talked to the ;Lihef41^,| 
Agents and Officers of the Federation. '; The chairman 7 ¥ 
was “ Tom Ellis,” the Chief Liberal 
man of sterling quality and the .nthiosth 'Personal^ 
charm. His name will appear later in; these 
before the early death which robbed the; Liberal; ; ;';;| 
party of one of its most sympathetic figures,,^ - 

In the Debate on the Address .'(Febrnnr^;;.^^),^^ 
Lord Salisbury spoke with a greater '.bitterness vtMn^| 
is usual on that occasion, especially on the; subject 
. the Reform of the House of Lords. Rosebery’s reply 
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was adequate, but .rather less animated than usual. : 
.//He dwelt once, more, with; genuine indignation, on the 
Conservative Leader's neglect of any measure which 
. would make of the House of Lords a reasonable 
/ Second Chamber. </' •’ ‘ '• * \-V.V- 

Among the interesting events of the spring were a 
; \ series, of -deputations to the Prime Minister on the V, : 

subject of London University. A fierce struggle was 
• VwUeirig waged between those who valued the University //., 
as a purely examining body, and those who desired 
to make it the great centre of teaching which it has - ■ 
y.-i/isihee^become. There are no such gladiators as 
./•/educational theorists, and Rosebery had to twit one 
/ /speaker, with intending to enforce his views by every V; 
means short of barricades in the streets. His con- 



/ elusion was that without lowering the examination :V ;/ 
standard— this being the dread of the one party — it . 

- would be possible to frame a scheme for a single 
University on the model of all others in the United / 
Kingdom — with one exception in Ireland of a different 
<% character. *•£ 

y Physically, Rosebery was losing ground. Facing 
> :r;' the Opposition in the House, with iris depleted party, ; • 

>; was not agreeable, but it was a natural incident • 
of; the situation. What was not natural was the ; f/ 
-x/ declared /hostility of his colleague, the Leader in the ’ : ; J 
C Commons, and the consequent disruption ofthe party. 

Labouchere’s attacks in Truth were incessant. Few ", 

./ V of the readers of that organ can have recognised a / 
/ familiar Latin tag ; but Labouchere quoted in the . ; 

original the most final of historical condemnations, 
//that.of the Emperor Galba, who, by universal consent, ; ; 

/ vp/iyduld have been .fitted for the highest place— if only/Vv/ 
he hod never occupied it. .. > / / v ; 

/ / / Travellers;. from the South Seas tell how the great . 

/ / uiiarmied whale, caught unawares in shallow waters,/- ; / . 

becomes the helpless victim of its sa.va.ge/ smaller / /"if 
/ ’■ ^/.ooUgenCiv Orcu Gladiator , backed by a ravenous crowd // .‘/V> 
/ ; /?£ thresher sharks . Such a comparison might have / // 
: ^ cl Uto;The mind when Disraeli, vUs assailing. Sir/., ' ' 
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Robert Peel, or wlien Randolph Churchill was harry-4; 
ing the sedater leaders of his. own front . bench; But 
to apply it. to Rosebery would have seemed absurd. ’::. 

He was a master of sarcasm no less than , of grave ve 
argument ; his private character ; was irrepmaeh-:;> 
able ; there was nothing in his political past to invite 
either ridicule or solemn censure. - If a marine parallel^ 
were desired, he could have been likened to the / 
formidable sperm whale, which no inhabitant of tlie> 
ocean dare attack. But circumstances made him v; 
vulnerable. His home was lonely, for though lhs, v ; 
children were a solace, they were too yoiing to be a ,;-, 
support ; he had the full affection, but could not 
have the companionship of his mother and sisters ; 
nor could anybody turn the edge of trouble as lus 
wife, with her calm and often humorous outlook, 
would often have done. Thus there was J yi/creen 
between his sensitiveness and the east 1 wma. : otliaai^l, 

^ He was in a poor state, then, to resist an attack of v : 
illness. This befell after a Royal dinner-party, at .. 
which at least one illustrious personage was suffering . 
ifrom influenza. Two days later 
sided at a Cabinet and given a large 
Dinner, the malady declared itself, ^ 

.. bed for the best part of three 
fortnight before he could look at a letter, u 
March h lXth he was able to go to , Windaoir^i ; ^ 

■ the care of Sir George Murray, his always devoted . . . 

, private secretary. • ; _ 

“ The Queen was very kind, insisted on 
I kissed her hand on entering and Ieavmg^ hearty 
. over from weakness on rising the second ;time from, *3^,. 

he agreed with me in thinking Davidson of Rochester, ; > 
with health, destined to Canterbury. . 

:?.v But recovery was tardy, and 
. ness potent. More than a week later Murr 


;is95]'S^f ’ 7(7 - sleeplessness*/, ^s^ifs^Pl ;' *$••;"* 

+A. sW -. 1 Arthur Bio'w . 1 t.hat he couM feive only a poor 


'/since he had been at Epsom.: Four /hours', sleep the 
most he ever got, and it was often not more ./than two 
or three. His appetite, his spirits, and his temper , 
were ;aii pretty good, but if the sleeplessness lasted 
he must break down. The doctor thought it the most ' 
obstinate and puzzling ease he had ever come across. 
He piit it down to long-continued derangement of the 
digestive organs. . ; v 

/ Tiie Queen suggested a sea voyage, but this, could , 
not be attempted at once. Towards thy end of the 
/month there was a shade of improvement in the matter 
of sleep ; a Cabinet was held at 38 Berkeley Square, / ; 
and John Morley paid a visit to the Durdans. ..y;y7 


, ; ” John Morley said lie had pointed out to Campbell- 7 7 

. ;Bahnerman what great chances he had if Harcourtdis- / , / 
fv appeared. * You might be Leader of the House of CommonS, T/-# 
a solution I rather think the Prime Minister would, prefer^™: ;., i 
. 7. looking hard at me. I said nothing. 7 7/, 

,/ ' {'2. M°rch I51h . — “ I took the opportunity of telling J.M. that :,/// 
- Y.H/ahyays thought the great mistake I had made was in not; ; ' 

7 ;.:// insisting: on Harcourt’s trying his hand at forming- : a 77'/: 

. / /Government before I tried mine, and that I had given up my /;///; ' 
, /-;/,/' view /under pressure from him (J. M,).” '/ 77 : 77 : 

7/7/y; A day or two later : ' 

77 ./, 7 ‘‘ Campbell-Bannerman came down for the day. Delight- / 
• : :.v/ful drive with him to Boxhill.” ' ' >/• /., il 


"■■■<; Otiier. colleagues came down for an hour or two, 7 . 7 : 
-' : j//.;'aiicr Jolm Burns paid a visit, but there was now and 7:/!/ 
7 ; /7 /then'- ‘/an evil day after a sleepless night.”.' . V&tfsV/S 
/777|®fe'Purdans remained his headquarters through //f/.., 
7 / ,7 Aprih v A. visit to Newmarket to see his colt iSirtPisty: i 7 7 

7*777 7 (16*19-1931.) Assistant Private Secretary to the Queen/r Private 

Secretary; to -King George V when Prince of Wales 1901-10, and to Y~Jf*7 
Majesty from 1910. G.C.B., etc., etc. Or. Lord Stamforaiiam^ 777 

;,V; -.;191lv; : :/,/ > 7 *' ' , 777 7v7 -7 7, ; 7 ; '/•;>/ 
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- run third for the Two Thousand was followed by^ a S' 
‘V - •' , Cabinet the. next day.'- • "c wy- 


“ At 11.30 received a note from W. yVh H.to ; say. lie eduids -v 
not attend as he had to put the finishing touches onthe"'; 
Budget. However at 12.30 he. bounceclin, had a.row about IS 
Nicaragua , 1 and bounced off again, but I, John Morley, arid 'i; 
Acland made him come back.” m"; V>'\y 


He was picking up strength, . and at diis next 
audience, at Buckingham Palace, declined the' ; favour • 
of being seated. Nobody but a cripple must sit; in-v :? 
the Queen’s presence. But at a reception at the ^ 
National Liberal Club, which most of the Cabinet, :; ' 
including Harcourt, attended, he lost the thread of ■ 
his argument, “ stuck in a sentence,” but was able to 
conclude a firmly phrased speech with an appeal not w 
to forget the permanent and abiding obstacle of the 
House of Lords. On May 13th he started with Lord 
Spencer for a cruise on the Admiralty yacht Ericliant-. : ' 
ress to Plymouth, Falmouth, Seilly and its flowers, ty 
Pembroke Dock, and the wooded banks of the 'Dart. 

Uganda and the Nile valley remained bones of ; 
contention. Rosebery wrote to Harcourt (April;5th)> r .!; 
a mildly worded letter, pointing out that consideration; : 
by a committee of experts of the Uganda Railway • 
pledged the Government to nothing. It was., quite : s 
possible that investigation might prove the financial ; 
sacrifice too great. But Harcourt, as his biographer- 
has stated, had the poorest opinion of the future of : y ; 
Uganda, 2 and he disliked even more the apparent; ',; 
connection of the Nyanza area with a British claim . y 
to control the whole Nile valley. In the House of/.;/ ; 
Commons on March 28th there was an important ; 
debate on the alleged French encroachments on 
Niger and towards the Nile head-waters. The Con-; 
servative speakers, especially Mr. J. W. Lowther, 3 ..,{W 


1 The trouble over Nicaragua is described above, p. 4&Q'.;y-£ 

. . 3 Life of Sir William Harcourt, vol. ii, p.322. i-. 

3 b. 1855. Speaker of the House of Commons 1905-21. Cr. Viscount 
Ullswater 1921. .. *- * r •?'%£%: 






SIAM AND : INDIA' yj;r 



V: 'were' n -immoderate: Sir Edward Grey, in reply, i ' 

'■ oalcgorically placed the entire Nile valley within the > v 
■ v' British and / Egyptian spheres of influence, adding • 

under Secret instructions into-: 

. v aVteirritoiy, in which our claims were known would he 
“ an unfriendly act.” In the technical language of 
■'^diplomacy the phrase is of the strongest, .and; 

: y court, : not without reason, complained afterwards. .^; 
that its use had not been sanctioned by him. Grey 
.proceeded to say that everything would be doneto / ; 

' ^maintain good relations with France, if the French - •; 
>;; - Gdvernment and public would co-operate with this . ■ 
14 . ’ object. . . .. k'i 

’/■u *■;, ;But' this was not the only point of dispute with . ; 
.•v- France; A Commission had been appointed to delimit •< 

’ tlic frontiers of Siam and Burmah, the purpose being .<• 
to secure a substantial buffer between British and ' 
French territory. This was a matter of much concern 
/.to Rosebery. To him the risk was far greater than any / 
i ■’ i that could threaten the North-West Frontier, and later 
; vhewrote to Sir Donald Stewart, the Commander-in- 
y Chief in India, that it was a mad policy to scatter, our 
; y. resources by lodging an army on the Chitral route while 
we have, a frontier with France, a great military power. 

.,,-j at least, as unscrupulous and aggressive as Russia is 
yy represented to be. The Indian Government, ..he; jy. 

. . ; thought, .realised only one frontier question. 

- ;,He addressed the Viceroy, Lord Elgin, in similar,./': 
;; b .terms, objecting strongly to the occupation of Cliitral/! '{■ 
/so.ldhg as France was menacing India in strict ahian'ce.yV, 
with Russia, for Russia would in time be tempted to 
’’-•/Vfoitify her frontier. 

; VVTo retum to the debate at the end of March, 

; Rosebery wrote to the Queen on March 29th ; 


We are, it is to be feared, approaching a situation, 1 of - : ;i ' V r ' 
ytysome -gravity with regard to France, who, both in- Siam . ■ 
-and /Africa, . is behaving with a gross want of good ifaith/v:;; -: ' 

of delicacy. Lord Rosebery would beg Your ; 
; Maiesty to read the admirable statement of Sir Edward : 

7' y .this point last night. Lord Rosebery, rather : appre-y. /7y 
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bends that the Cabinet (which meets to-morrow) may; not 
remain unaffected by this state of -things, for, as Yottr.; 
Majesty is aware, it contains a small- but powerful, section : 
which advocates an attitude of unbounded -deferenee to.: all -i 
foreign nations, more especially to France.”; ’ • 

He had telegraphed that morning that the ' Cabinet^ 
might prove critical, though he hoped the -crisis migKtc 
be tided over. . 

The Queen, pleasantly ensconced at Cimiez, natur-y 
ally felt some apprehension. She telegraphed back .. 
(March 29th) : ‘ 

“ Your telegram is rather disquieting. bV-.v ; vV r 'j 

. “ While trusting that the Government will preserve a ; 
strong attitude against French encroachments, I . hope.,- 
crisis may be averted on national grounds, and alsmthat;£ 
personally it would be very awkward if complications -arose V 
with a country in which I am now residing and receiying 
marked courtesy and attention.” • > lf r b ; r | 

The alarming Cabinet passed off satisfae|'prjly,,r^ 
Rosebery wrote : “ for though there was some .grupf- v,-5 
bling in the usual quarters, there was no attempt to ,., 
disavow Sir Edward Grey’s position.” ■ .•."'•jC.'-'S 5 ; 

He added that the small but important section oi the 
Cabinet which he had mentioned differed so acutely . 
with him on questions of foreign policy ; that. they y 
would long ago have left the Government wem they 
not restrained by considerations of a different; char- 
acter dependent on other motive forces. Ultimately, , 
at a Cabinet on May 27th, it was agreed “ 
windy, and irrelevant discussion” on domestic slave! y, 
that the British East Africa Company’s temtory from 
Uganda to the sea should be placed imdei A I p 
teetorate. The Uganda Railway was a more-diftcmt.,, 
job. Rosebery said that its construction touched ip , 
honour and his conscience, and after a stren i 

fight he carried his point. , -Afow’ir* 

V It is necessary to dwell for a moment-on ®qse^*| 
attitude -towards. France. Since those day 



to denv that, forty years ago there was little love, lost v 
between :France and ourselves. Private ^friendships 
abounded. Rosebery himself delighted in Paris, and ;: 
the society of French people. His wife’s French tela- ,/ 
lions treated him with the intimacy of cousins. 
haunted the bookshops and was a member of two . 
select Paris dubs. But the respective Foreign .pflices/;/ 
disliked and mistrusted each other. The ; Quaiv: ; 
cTOrsay might well resent the calm assumption of - 
some Britons that, as the first civilising agent in the . V 
world, we are entitled to the prime share of . all, (im-/ . 
occupied territories. On the other hand, we • had;/ 
something to complain of. The French diplomacy of 
that, day was not candid, and sometimes hot straight- 
forward ; hut what mattered more was the poor,' } 
(calibre of some of the French colonial representatives;}- 
It is only of late years that French Governments haye • 
taken pains to establish a service of ' really, excellent}/} 
’colonial administrators, comparable with any other,:;/ 
Tn the days, of which we are speaking it was -too :dfteh / ; ' 
.the, abject or dissipated failures from other careers who// 
(drifted ; into responsible posts in the less attractive ; - 
.colonies of France. Consequently I have not attempted /! 
vtq /conceal. Rosebery’s bitter judgments of Frendi /} 
diplomatic action ; but it is to be noted that he/was/Z 
hot /thereby deflected towards alliance oi\ formal 
■understanding with any other Power. He believed/; 
that tlie Concert of Europe could be made to work/'/ 
Und hliat England, an active member of thatCouneil.Z 
rpdmmpered by any formal alliances, could’ take '(a f/ 
leading: part in its deliberations. His Eibdral critics/; 
thought differently. Sir William Harcourt, we/are/S 
Told,: believed} that England could act as a friendly/v 
policeman of a rather; disorderly mob. This: was all// 
yery '%11, but in truth it was a more arrogant attitud#/'; 
,to}take. The mob does not always obeythepohCe-// 
man’s.; mandate, and it may unite anddnnh}dpd^ihHS 
(/The ( Concert of Europe was an^impci^ct// 


instrument, but surely. Rosebery’s ^ foi iS ? 
development came^ nearer to; the ideal towards i whiclL 
the League of Nations is stiivmg, than did the vague 
imaginings of his opponents. Europe Atas not :prp 
pared to accept the preachments of ah isolated peace- 



During the remainder of the summer session little;; 
parliamentary work fell on Rosebery’s shoulders. 
East Africa and Uganda were still , in a transitional 
stage, and all that happened was a short and in- i 
conclusive discussion in the House of Lords. ; .i 


At the beginning of June Rosebery ; once rriore. v- 
triumphed in the Derby with his colt Sir/ Visio/-;. 
Strange, as he said, after waiting twenty-live years.: > 
to win at all, to win twice running. Refreshed 
this good fortune, though still a semi-invalid; he hired,^ 
a 350-ton yacht for a cruise in the Channel, goingd; 
straight to Guernsey, where he visited Victor Hugo’s s-i 
grave, and attended a French service, which he. found?? 
quite unintelligible. Then to Herm and Alderney,'.^ 
where he was disappointed at seeing only one inferior-;' 
cow. 1 Jersey came next, and a meeting of the ^tat^s, . ; 
where the Constable gracefully alluded in his speech^? 

, to the Liberal Government of the Queen as having-;.;' 
done them justice. “Indeed,” Rosebery ;hoted, 
am told they find a great difference between Liberal • ? 

. , -and Tory Governments in that respect;” >. :'<£■?>? 

Rosebery’s historic sense was stimulated. yby : -.'t^^ 
traditions of the Norman Duchy, and hisi:rofeantic?|i 
' ; vein once more found expression over an island scene; y 

“ We spent a couple of hours on Burhon Island,-— a, rough;.; 
reef close to Alderney. I never enjoyed anything more., ':- 
. • ‘ The blue tumultuous sea dashing among the rocks,- the' dhyriaas^^ 
of gulls hovering, like a host of angels, the ddwagey.pu^^yy 
. seated with solemn perplexity, the mass of; bluebells, the .jg 
inspiriting air, made this a garden of Eden for fallen man. ; 

vXRV' 1 The cows spoken -.of in the last century as ;A Alderneys.” 

V - ; reality Jerseys. There is no specific breed on * Alderney , 

liV.-vV'.cattlc on,tbe island would be Guernseys. - ■x/v}/ 






: Rosebery :had : i gone ^ ^ £> 
h to tlie Durdans,. and While- enjoying dinner aii'a- the' . /; : 'X 

V .' c'l i jl- 'i'_ 1 i L I-Jin rCCClVCu'*' 1 '’ 


.*•» umv*wvuu <3 > > , : — . — : v — ( , ~ ~ , v . „ ' _. lp - s ■ • . 

.; the iiews of- tlie Government’s defeat on the Cordite: ;, L 

'Air CK^>nlr5 mA'vm'Vri-. . . *" v. : 



j ^and'T^eedmouth 1 were the original minority in favour; .; : : • >'■ 
•■Ifcf ^therlirst course. After four hours’ discussion they _j 
:77^ned.;‘ their -point, Rosebery journeyed to Windsor / 
p;tn.» his resignation was accepted, and befofe . 
f ;9:;pM. -the Queen’s Private Secretary had gone in 
; ' search of Lord Salisbury. Rosebery stayed at Wind- ;; 

:;;i ^or on ! Sunday morning, a day of religious observances, r. ;.. 

'-^. A;t'j;he,8:30 sendee in St. George’s Chapel he accident- ./y v.- 
ally occupied his own Garter stall; at Matins in the 
i'riMausoleum Dr. Montagu Butler preached an admirable X’ ? 


vat-.;8 .-Rosebery attended Eton Chapel, and -then ’ :'\X 
sadly . visited his old room. He returned to London - 1 :. 
y$mdrfy‘-. ^ • . . • 

'v' !•,' " Vi# 

y/SffititoySSr&r-" Harcourt came to me spontaneously before . 1 - '7 ; ■ C 
:..;^inh<ir first time since I have been P.M.” , '•’/ Xy'K 

X$y$4irite Harcourt came twice! . . . I called oh -7^7 

diifMt.ylGladstb’ne, . old and cold. . . . Ripon, B.- Grey, Fo^ f lraXc’4' 
Brycetunclied with me. . . . Asquith called on me. . iy'Xtb^ 
:';? 77 tp;;WilIesden.‘; . . The Gladstones, Tweedmouths, Mrs,' y;XX 
r o .Drew aud G,. Murray dined with me.” 'V, >'XyX 

ibt^^^dps-of friends were at 10 Downing Street during ' 7/' 
|7the^oll6w'irig days, and on June 28th Rosebery , wenfcS>fK 
.7 to .Windsor for his final audience. The Queen in- 7-7^ 
vested him with the Order of the Thistle, a rare dis-V«f^5 
{. tinction for a Knight of the Garter, and of course - ^7^ 
7; ! .p’ee^arly„acceptable to him. 


W± -tv Td^>hdbn,-r-fi?ee. . . , To Willesden again this evehh iw-X 
X before dinner.” X 

i23wnrd'iMarjoriba'nks r ',jRoseI)eiy , s Christ Church conteihporary/- 5 > 
^Succeeded as 2nd Lora Tweedmcuth, iSSi.iy • : -:riX 
:$7i; * To, visit hjsmfCrS grave, 7- . ■ 
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His last months of office had been undisturbed by - 
any difficulties at Court. In May he had to tell Sir 
. Arthur Bigge that the fatigue of writing to the 
Queen in a legible hand was too much for him.' 

“ What I suggest, then, is this. Murray’s handwriting is 
like the Chevalier Bayard, beyond reproach. But I cannot 
use it in writing to the Queen. So I propose that I shall 
sometimes dictate to him confidential letters addressed to 
you and signed by me and that you shall understand that 
these are intended to be laid before the Queen directly. 
Murray’s letters to you signed by him will be for your own eye.” 


This ingenious compromise with etiquette was 
approved. Throughout the year the effect of Rose- 
bery’s ilhiess on his handwriting, both in his letters 
and his notebooks, is painfully apparent. The change 
had begun to be noticeable in the previous year, and , 
during both years the entries in his rough diaries are - 
rarer and briefer. 

Rosebery also had to take a rather painful share m 
the negotiations for the Duke of Cambridge’s retire- 
ment from the Commandership-in-Chief, of which the 
full story is told in Mr. J. A. Spender’s Life of Sir . 

Henry Campbell-Bannerman . 

His final submission to the Sovereign, on the very 
day of taking leave of Her Majesty, was a protest 
against the conferring of the Order of the Garter 
on Oriental potentates. In spite of at least two 
unfortunate precedents — 


“ To do so is in effect to lower the Garter, to efface its great 
traditions, and to forget the object of ail ancient Orders o 
Chivalry.” 


Rosebery was aware that the Queen held this mew, 
as had the Prince Consort with conviction, and j . 
wondered whether a separate class of the btai . 
India might not be instituted, limited to Soiere g 
only. He hoped that Lord Salisbury would concur, 
and leave a written minute similar to this. 

Thus Rosebery quitted office, for the last tun , 





d dy (OtJT- ;0F OFFICE %/" : 

ft the age of : for tv-eight- ••• He (became (((the ;tfusted • ; 
L persorial iconfidaiit ' of . the Queen’s two illustrious 



| himself versed in the diplomacy of Europe; at much 
’■’the.sahie stage of life anticipated his own epitaph ■ 

: ; hopes he conceived, and he smothered great fears,. 1 

• .. :/i Ill a life parti-coloured, half pleasure, half care,” \ 


( . //Rosebery’s life was indeed parti-coloured, , , He' *■> 
yhhenshed many high hopes. He was not tormented 
(iVby fears, but he perpetually had to smother doubts;'.^t;;Jd; 
/for; he was the head of a greatly distracted pajty.-^V.;;; 1 - 
For the moment he was too busy to think of the future. •il.H 
;: Oxi June 27th, in the House of Lords, he had to clear// 
j V up’the strange episode of Sir Henry Campbefi-Baimer-;. ;• 
v.man-s seals, due to Lord Salisbury’s characteristic; dy(;(- 
.carelessness in all matters not intrinsically important. ,; v .- ll 
At: the' same time furniture was removed from 10 •; dj-it 
Downing Street, and he “ dressed in the - cavcrnis- of 
V Berkeley Square,” still not strictly habitable. House-.?; ?(// ; 
/des A/he. gave a large dinner at the Reform Chib; to /.//(X 
A sqchunpffieial friends as Bishop Davidson of Rochester, . { /■I 
'■ /Deim'; Fafcrar, Lord Acton, Sir Alfred Lyall, and Mr/;:Aiftb 
-ArLeeky ; and there was a smoking party. at the Eighty// //A 
' .;Glub, : . There, by his own account, he spoke poorly,// 

( but the speech had an important bearing on the future./':;///;; 
/ He gave . up the Liberal Unionists, finally merged- in//-// 
:( the 5 Tory ranks, and then insisted on the need for^y?/- 
/(epneentration of aims in the approaching struggle. 

;v^r lS 68 , and in 1880, he reminded his hearers, victory Ydid/r 
/had j. followed, the emphasis laid on a single political://// 
(riisSde.y ln 1892 “ a mountain range of policy,”, -with! 
y illimitable^ peaks in the distance, had proved din-;/////; 
/ddequate,. -;’ How the crucial point was the domination / (> /?;,( 
iHouseVof -Lords. God forbid that such/ causes’/h^f ( 
(as Home Rule and the liquor question . shotild*Rh4/(/ ; / 
/forgotten >; but (with the present Upper ;',.Ghamberd-^/:y 
. there/ these, could never be : carried' through/ /His(;(. f - : 
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; 'A ••' words ; “ the annihilation : of the House of Lords.’’;" 
>' ; aroused frantic \cheerS . -vOA: V.-v - :*A 


‘ •: There was also a great Liberal gathering at the 

. Albert Hall, “ where , Asquith made one of the best 
, speeches of the kind I ever heard.” He hiihself, iib 
an hour’s effort, compared the treatment 'of Ireland- 
by England with that of the Children of; Israel 1 by ; 
Pharaoh; and he did not forget to dot the “i’s’” 


once more in assailing the Upper House. vV JV ? 

That Chamber provided the easiest field for a Tory 
rebutter of these indictments. Lord Salisbury took 
advantage of the last sitting of the Parliament, and 
on familiar lines delivered a Demosthenic condemna- 


tion of the audacious orator. Rosebery pointed out 
that the “ annihilation ” was to be of “ the legislative 
preponderance ” of the House, not of the House itself.' 
He had come up on purpose to reply : . 




“Basking in my hammock after breakfast, I saw. that 
Salisbury was going to make an attack on me at noon.; So 
hurried up to town, and we had a regular rough and tumble, 
he and Argyll and I for an hour and three-quarters.” 


The “rough and tumble” was not very happy or y 
dignified. On the previous day, on a totally different y : 
subject, the Duke of Argyll had taken occasion to dfagVv 
in Rosebery’s speeches in the latter’s abseiice, gi)d 
to reprove him with customary ardour. • •' •Rosebqi^^.’y 
touched on this, and made a dignified reply to Lord . u: 
Salisbury. Then the Duke of Argyll rose. He: and • : 
Labouchere, at the opposite poles of character and 
professed Liberahsm, had the common gift of exciting . 
Rosebery to a frenzy of annoyance. Accordingly, yy, 
when the Duke delivered his portentous- cqntribiition;;^ 
to the debate, Rosebery intervened _ no ^less^ thaii|^, 
seventeen times with corrections or interpellations^; 
At the close he made a telling rejoinder, disposing ot-y 
• . many of the Duke’s points, and asking him whetlier he , - 
had never heard of the suspensory veto as: a hall-way^ •, 
' ' ■ house between the systems of two Chambers or one. r v. 
but lie guarded himself against adopting that policy, ; . 




^ l . A'; ; UNIONIST VICTORY 



i v y ai his own, The squabble was pursued for some days ; . : 

T. V; : hr a series of letters to -The Times'. ■:< 

The General Election brought inevitable disaster j 
/ to the Liberal party. Inevitable* probably, in any 
iy. •’ •' base f: :but’made more certain by the public disunion 
of its leaders. Rosebery, as we have seen, placed the : 

_ • y - iHouse ; of Lords Question in the forefront, and this, at ,y : . 

I / any rate * : would have united all sections of opinion in 
yy ;.)• the country. But Morley must put Home Rule first ; 
yand Harcourt, perhaps unconsciously incapable of \ 
following Rosebery’s lead on any road, assumed that; , 
'// / local option was the first and great commandment for / 
the Liberal party. He lost his seat at Derby, and ,y/ 
Morley went down at Newcastle. The Unionists met . 7 
/ ■ tlie. new Parliament with a majority of 152. ./ 

. /;■ This time there was nothing to make Midlothian a 
/ ’centre of quivering interest, so while the election was 
/ ,. raging Rosebery hired a big yacht for a month. His, -7 
.U faithful friend James Patten-MacDougall, secretary / 
/Jt / of the' Scottish Liberal Association, and his best 


informant on Scottish affairs, had toured with him on 
: . tli 6 Christine in 1892, and now joined him on they;// 
Santa. Cecilia. Arran was their first landing, then ■ ; 

'jura, and northward along that en- v/: 
‘/■chanted coast, hearing at Oban of Harcourt’s disaster. ," 

' .Still - northward, and able to read till 10 p.m. by y 
. Lnhthfal light, to the gloomy pile of Cape Wrath,. andy Z/v 
the Orkneys— seeing Kirkwall, “ gloomily and silently .'> 
^ enjoying its annual holiday,” Scapa Bay {unwitting. "-'-yV 
. of its future fame) and the undecipherable Runic 
inscriptions of Maes Howe — “how humbling to; ./.• 
hurnan fame and achievement.” He over-walked, .b; '/; 
doing twenty miles in one day, with consequent loss y : 
of sleep. Back to the mainland, to Loch Laxford . ^ 

. where ' “ the entrance is wildness itself, — a rugged ; 
yhurricarie of rocks,— a petrified storm at sea.” Y-Erorii •■'//// 
Oban he went straight to London (July 29th), where he v v 
talked confidentially to Wemyss Reid, The latter 
. left a, note of the conversation. Rosebery recapitu- / ' 

;; lated :the ' course/ of events since 1890—how he had i 
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resolved to quit' political life aifter lii^ wife’s ideitli 
how, at Gladstone’s persuasion, he had made three h 
speeches before the election ' of 1892 ;v how these 
speeches were treated as a reason for liis taking office ; 
how, without his concurrence, Gladstone had named 
him to the Queen for the Foreign Office. In tlie V 
pressure they put on him his succession to Mr. G. was • 


openly talked of. When Gladstone retired , Harcourt : 
came to see Rosebery, saying, “ Of course we can’t 


go on. 


“‘Can’t go on,’ I replied. ‘Here is a man of eighty- . 
three, whose retirement has seemed imminent for years, and V 
we are to be told that the Ministry must break up when lie 
goes, because none of its members would serve under anybody 
else ! That would be as bad as it was when Pitt died. :Fof ; • 

my part, if I am asked to take office under [a respected 

but not pre-eminent Liberal] I shall do so.’ Harcourt looked 
astonished, and went away. Then began a series of in L ; i, 
trigues on his behalf, carried on by his son Loulou. Of 
course I do not blame Loulou, he was perfectly right to try 
to serve his father.” • ' - ; ~ "i - f 4 


Rosebery went on to describe what followed, and., 
came to the position as it stood. He had lipped to. ■ 
retire at the General Election, but his party had been ; 
pulverised, so how could he? But, he added with 
great energy : '» 


“No earthly power will induce me to take part in the' : 
dishonest hypocrisy of the last year or two.". .Nothing; will ;; 
lead me again to consent to anything like a dual leadership 
between myself and a man whom I cannot trust . , it may . > 

' not be necessary to act during this short session, but every - 
body must know that the thing must come to a head : V : \ 

He was dead against proclaiming . any policy at 
this moment, and said he would only make a good- 
tempered general speech in the House of Lords when 
Parliament met. “ I must endeavour to conceal my :;- 
indecent joy from them.” • . . y, 

A day or two later he told Asquith and Campbell* 




X*i' 

* . >r" . 



sei^am'Ion' Fiib^r ; iiArc6urt ; : : ; 'sw 



V “ On account of (1) the unpleasant position of the, front, 
.bench in the House of Commons ; (2) it would give me the 
appearance of deserting the party in misfortune.” , ' ; V 


Campbell-Bannerman went off to Marienbad, with 
no idea of returning for the early opening of Parlia- 
ment. Rosebery could not avoid this, but he snatched 
another ten days yachting to Skye and Eriskay, “ a 
i little, rocky colony of Roman Catholics.” •' . 


■ ‘‘ t¥e landed exactly 150 years, to a week, after Prince. , 

Charles Edward .” ' 1 ' 


. :;The party visited some other islets to Stornoway, ., 
tuid. thence to the Ross-shire coast. 
f-Onre turning to Dalmeny (August 12th) he replied 
th : Lord Spencer, who had written forwarding Har- . 
court’s suggestion for a meeting at Spencer House. 
Rosebery formally dissociated himself from Harcourt, 
and sent the latter a copy with a covering note. 
Harcourt’s answer and Lord Spencer’s descriptive . f A ,, 
memorandum are given in full in the Life of Sir • 
0iHlliarri!.Har court. 1 

The," simple truth was that the two men differed '* 
"fundamentally on the obligations of personal and 
.'party i loyalty. Harcourt had brought himself to;;5 
■seive under his younger colleague, and had served :: ,' 
brilliantly. But he, and still more his son, made no j; 
^pretence :tliat the service was cheerful; and once' lias 
^oSvfr - great ‘measure was through, he cared nothing for )■;¥/¥ 
the ;Goyernment, differing, as he did, from its chief 
on didst .questions of foreign policy. When the election 
fcahie, he struck out on a course of his own. On the : V‘. 
fdthef :hand,' he was a convinced party man, and did bV'V 
..believed that the interests of the Liberal party woidd ; 
;,bd'best served by maintaining a pretence of agreement vV; 

Vf-V-,’'"'- C : f< V ■ ' Vol. ii, pp..S7t-T, ■ 
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in Opposition. How far this was feasible he does not 
seem to have considered. 

Rosebery, on the other hand, was not a “ good ” 
party man of the type that refuses to see a beam in the 
eye that gazes from the same bench in Parliament. 
Perhaps he was too well able to observe a mote in it. 
So he scouted what he considered the hypocrisy of a 
patched-up unanimity when the necessity for com- 
mon action had vanished. The paramount rule of 
absolute loyalty between members of a Government 
had been altogether outraged, he felt. For,, though a 
poor partisan, he was staunch to any combination of ■ 
which he was a declared unit. So the breach between 
him and Harcourt was never closed. 

The “ good-tempered ” speech on the Address in 
reply to what Rosebery called the jejune Speech from 
the 'Throne first touched on external aff ail's. ^ The 
late Government had decided that the occupation of 
Chitral would not add to the security of the Indian 
Empire. What was wanted for that Empire was 
concentration, financial and military. Was the army 
there to be increased ? Then there was the French 
advance on the Mekong to enforce the need of con- 
centration. As to the General Election, he reminded 
the Government that the majority of 152 was really 
a majority of but 14, on the proportion of votes. That 
was not discouraging to Liberals. Coming to Ireland, 
he had never thought of withdrawing his phrase 
about the “ predominant partner,” but he felt that con- 
’ viction would be brought to the heart and mind ot 
that partner, for, in Macaulay’s phrase, the Union 
remains a union only in name. Lord Salisbury s 
reply was largely devoted to a vindication of the 
House of Lords, and, on Ireland _ he merely had 
observed in Rosebery’s speech a not indistinct mdica- 
tion that he projected shaking off the incumbrance of 

H Bosebery started for Scotland, and spent much of 
the autumn at Dalmeny, with a visit to Duraiibin, 
and one to Doncaster, where Sir Visio , after a ternb 



*X r • 'A f I . : r* 
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: .alarm of lameness from bis having been cast in his : A 
v box. \ won the; St. Leger in .good * style . :'A sigh r of ; ; 

.) coming revolution was “ 'This year for- the fibst time y/*, 

: pot Hats were generally worn, — even by the Duke of 
-.Cambridge'.” " ’)••_ : V.v.v 

^ ;hTbese were interludes, for the Liberal camp -was: 

: still agitated by the leaders 5 dissensions. In October;:- 
: Wemyss Reid was at Dalmeny, and set ; His ;im% 
•‘ypresMons on paper at full length, mainly describing V, V 
"yfhe place and the social existence, but recording some;/ 
political talk, much on the lines of his earlier convert: .' 

- satipn. '’•/*: Ifl'- 

series of Liberal functions took Rosebery to Scar- 1/';, 
■ thorough (October 17th). On one day they lasted))/). 
; t without intermission from 12.30 p.m. to 1.30 a.m.-^a' : ,,t 
full -) measure of Yorkshire enthusiasm. Here he : v. : t 


tthpened up the policy which later was to get him into ' 
//"^trouble with some of his friends, that of the need of A /t 
t % ^educating and reorganising the Liberal party, and ’ -t 
‘ t; of avoiding long indigestible programmes. But he ’•)" A) 
repeated His 'censure of the House of Lords, and his) );/ 
> ■; mistrust of the Government’s Indian policy. ,1.,;?’; 

-V; . .Soon- afterwards, in London, he saw Lord Spencer/' 
on/the eve of departure for a tour in India. ■ ‘ . - 1 .-; .: .- 


/i; I arti afraid I disappointed him by remaining quite clear. 
mid:lirm in my attitude.- He seemed to go further than A. ) ;► 
. usual in saying that on a clear call of duty he might undertake ; ; 
tile. leadership. 5 5 


v;-"t;.lH4-was at Hawarden in November (20th), finding 
his/host very well, and ready to talk till midnight. ) 
;V$Irs.: Gladstone was rather feeble, and on the morning : 

Of; his departure Rosebery noted: ' ■ - 


V'k/‘ ! V*\Had’- a’.long - talk with Mrs. G. in bed and kfr.‘ G. ; 

S - ■ .ylBotlryery affectionate.” A )>)). / /'.k'-i •/ 

nothing cheering in the political prospect, ); 

: : swl h was a pleasanter occupation to preside at the / / A 
v . ;i ^huaL meeting ^f the Scottish Historical'.; 'Society- '/? 
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suppression of outrages for which '' Rosebery was 
working when he left office. 

Autumn came, and nothing was done to save the 
Armenians. The veteran crusader of Ha warden once 
more budded on his armour, and spoke at Liverpool 
(September 14th), in the trumpet tones of 1876. 
He would break off relations with Turkey, and do 
what we could directly to repress the local outrages. 
This seemed to involve armed intervention ; but he 
added that if a European war was threatened it might 
be necessary for us to recede from that mode of 
action. The reaction on Rosebery’s position of his 
old leader’s reappearance will be noted in due course. 
Meanwhile there were other grave matters touching 
the honour of the Empire. The Jameson Raid from 
Bechuanaland into the Transvaal coincided , with 
the New Year, and the German Emperor’s telegram 
of congratulation to President Kruger helped to 
silence many Englishmen for whom filibustering in 
itself had no attraction. At Rochdale (April 29th) 
and at Newton Abbot (May 15th) Rosebery did not 
spare Chamberlain’s “new diplomacy,” which had 
invited the President here for discussion by a dis- 
patch which unfortunately reached the newspapers 
before it reached Pretoria, and recommended a policy 
which Kruger immediately repudiated. And then— 


“ ^ the vigorous practice of the new diplomacy, the 
Colonial Secretary went to a public dinner, and said that the 
administration of President Kruger, the gentleman he had 
invited to England and whom he was anxious to conciliate, 
was eminently corrupt. That is a very new diplomacy 
indeed. A greater comedy of errors was never achieved^ oy 
any diplomacy, either new or old.” 


Li the second speech (May 15th) he insisted on 
the need for prompt and searching inquny— tor the 
sake of the accused themselves, and for the clearing of 
our national character, freely accused in Europe oi 
complicity in the raid. He thought the appoint- 
ment of a Parliamentary Committee a great mistake. 






: : • The problem of inquiry caine up in Parliament, 
S;, ( ( junc), ; and'- the -Government ■ seemed to'; take it ; 
' : lightly.-; Rosebery observed that nobody who watched 
y the course of foreign opinion- could help seeing how 
. thei feeling, that finds expression in the phrase perfidc- 
;; Albimi had been deepened by what had taken place. . 

; -:r; .The . inquiry was a travesty and a mockery, - 'fi 
; The Parliamentary Committee was appointed at ; 

■ the close of the session, but of course could do nothing 
,-v-. .till the-following year. Its history does not greatly. : 
^";;:cbndefeh’ r -this book, but few will dispute Rosebery’s 
i ' t edndcmnation of its appointment. It proved to be 
vf-; an admirable machine for smothering most Of the f. 
:? ’ c ; relevant - facts . • -'v- 


> jOtery .Nicaragua, Venezuela. The frontier." -be- > 
■> /-tween'! that state and British Guiana had been a matter 



of*; contest v for years, and almost at the moment-' of i; J<i>- 
:the • Jamesoh Raid, President Cleveland, the Demo-! 

:: /X eratic chief, had issued a message invoking the Monroe • h 
Doctrine against this country. It included an ex- ;. 
■^”»4trayagant;;-;pretension to appoint a United -States 
; y .{s?Bounda;iy- .'Commission. This was treated as nbii^^y 
\ avenue^, and we were on the brink of war with the 
■^•vTJnion, ; Rosebery was anxious that nothing 'should:-.- ft 
;vif,;:bg;s that the interests of the ■ United;. :\|»v 

0 . s States, were, effected, or that the prolonged oecupa- i ::-V 
X , r ; itio’n ;pf .part of the disputed territory should, be; hy-ftp 
//fuctoriri the proposed arbitration. V':;/’ 

: ■'"•.>■•4 ;Al^ays;-g&d to keep foreign affairs free from party, ! ' ;"- 
;4 ! v die; asked Sanderson 1 to come and see him from the 
;';;;Poreign Office~ ; : , ’ ’.!//;. V". 

’. before ;him>my suggestion for getting a friendly . >*£«; 
-Power, Ito.bfe its -good offices between the U.S. .and us,//!-; 

tod.'-got". into an impasse like two great . 
narrow lane. I saw .no other dignified!- k-f . I 
!f ;■ :Np °hej Lord- Salisbury might be assured, would !,% 

•r'^bw-qf- .my having made the ; suggestion.” ; ■? -i \ /"!; ■ /*» .y-pv;, ... 

?V as Sanderson ( 1841 - 1924 ). Private secretaryt6 successive, ! ', 
y ™7 ! lf nes . °t State . tor -Foreign-. Affairs. Permanent Undersecretary. ■!■ 
..yyiSO-t-lOOO, ; CV.Lord Sanderson 1905 . G.C.B. • / V //■; y, y- / 
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The negotiations dragged oh through the summer/ 
and a satisfactory conclusion was deferred till the 
autumn. =' - vK - ' 


Meanwhile, Rosebery continued if td find his per - :% 
sona.1 position less and less tolerable, v His last few. 
months of office had run. more smoothly, as in. - / 
February 1895 he had called a Cabinet to. announce v 
that he must resign unless he were better supported::;:; 
in the House of Commons. Kimberley thought this 
“ an amazing announcement,” and that his colleagues’ 
confidence in his judgment was seriously shahen. ; : 7 ^. ;;.: 


“ 4 His extreme sensitiveness to personal attacks indicates 
a certain weakness in his character,’ his older friend noted, %■. 
adding that 4 Harcourt joined in deprecating .R.6sebety’s; ; | 
resignation, but his talk was that the sooner we were driven .v.v; 
out of office the better.” . ...XY ; ■■ ' L ffr 


On this Rosebery commented some time later : 

“ His amazement shows that the device was successful. 

It would of course not have been possible for me tcnresign ; . j : 
but it was the only way in which I could restore any . 
discipline, or deal with the open and insulting disloyalty of 
one member of the Cabinet at least. This had. come to; a ;: :f ? 
head on, I think, the previous evening, which had been ; 
entirely devoted to attacks on me while the Government sate ; 
silent. This shameful exhibition had excited great, comment,. 
for the silence of the Government under such circumstances- 
was much more damaging than the attacks of my foes... So 
I called a Cabinet to play the last card left to me, and- on 
the whole it succeeded.” 1 - 


Just before the meeting of Parliament in the ; 
current year eight of Rosebery’s former uolleagues t; 
came to Mentmore, with Sir E. Grey and Tom . 

There was some useful talk after dinner about - 
Education and about Armenia, and aTety days . later ■■£ 
he held a conference in Parliament Street with the : 


1 In the debate. on the Address, Leonard Courtney, Dilke, and 
Labouchere had assailed Rosebery in unmeasured terms, ■ 
citations from his speeches in the House of Lords , P.-.. • nc i j^g •- r 

had denied any. divergence between the Pjame Minister a n . - , ■ 

colleagues, but Harcourt had left the attacks imnoticed. •- ^ 




’ h- T 1 


? ' l 


y : ^-t 521,;. ;. 

, ‘- - -•: - '.V' i 'V f Y ■•*■' "‘ \, ’-. .’"• \ ’ ' r , y •k? i r f . r , t •-* -''^V . 

; ^Hie :^as imdted lt : 

7 : y v = 7 Scottish Members of Parliament at dinner, and, . : . 

' : on anbflier bccasion, to meet leading Nonconformists, •• 

■ ,"'• •'■5 clerical and lay.. ' They gathered to salute the Liberal ;’ ; ■' ./ 
:-jV?^iey^‘^:4n^sd6us'-.Qf such a note as he made on sy’ 
y ■. •?. June 2.1st -at the; Durdans : • ■ 

iy* ^'‘'. ; *l-TI»e' : ahi\ivcrsary -of the late Government being .beatenl ; 

1 Sitting under the veranda at 9 p.m., the exact time and place 
:^v’''Wfee\Xre6eiyfed'ihe telegrams, we drank a joyful glass.”., . .. . ... 

" y; X..Vvife'Sp 6 ke' at the City Liberal Club (July 27th), 
declarhig pOlities to be in a state of flux, and laying / 
stress on the mutual independence of the Liberal and 
Insli .parties.; This went too far for Lord Eipon, who JA } 
objected to such a categorical declaration, in a long • 
talk at Studley : “ Very friendly, sincere, and single- ; . 
minded” ;b-was Rosebery’s impression. Rosebery’ 
Spoke ’briefly at -the second reading of the Irish Land- - • 
Bill,:, but’ took little part in its prolonged Committee . 
^stage;;'-;;' i;f. * ' rl'.. 

Confidential. 38 Berkeley Square, August 6ft, 1800. • ; W 

Mir- : DEiVR . S PENCEU, '":f 

yl dVr haye been thinldng very carefully over the situation \f 
•‘pfv'pur Laity. in the House of Lords with reference to the .V 
;Irish Land; Bill. V . - • 

IX ‘‘ -As you know, my view has been that every man should 
.himself 'in that matter, and that it was unr : 
i desnabie ;to :take action . as a Party, or to issue a whip. ; .7 
Under this principle I have to consider what I shall do myself, 
and after the 'best consideration I have been able to give to ' 

: the:.;hiattef, .1 have, come to tbe strong conclusion that I 
•'should hot endeavour to prevent the defeat of the Govern-., 'f-lf 
^nifent ,by . its - own supporters, if such defeat be immirierit ' 
; v(ks- :it;;is).7 The Government has not deserved any -such . 
.vscrvicc at our; hands, and they have besides the power of 
;reyemmg.ih the House, of Commons by the enormous majority;; 
^©f^^i?;^W7suppbA«rs'’iHBy votes that the House of Lords V 
;^8 , y.;giy ; e, ; ’in. ’.'antagonism ■ to ■ them. And, if defeated, a?i: 
^olfcct lcsson . of the working of the House of Lords will bh. ' - 
: ,furnislicd ;infm,itel 3 r more effective than any speeches that. 
"■My^^^:cbulid.'inakcVLy ’ • ' ' j .• Afx-ff Cl; ’ 




AVjf 
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" I know of nothing to weigh against' all these considera- 
tions, so therefore, as far as I am concerned, I shall make no 
effort to assist the Government this evening. But I do not 
attempt in the slightest degree to influence you; you occupy 
in regard to Irish questions a different position to mine. 

“ Y. sincly., * 

' ** AR ” 

At last the Uganda Railway was to be made. 
“ O n e of the rare, but none the less grateful questions- 
on which both sides of the House are agreed,” said 
Rosebery. This was true of the House of Lords at 
any rate ; and the claim advanced both by him and 
by Lord Salisbury that its construction would prove 
a death-blow to the slave trade has been abundantly 
vindicated. Every previous traveller in East Africa 
had observed, with helpless indignation, slave caravans , 
working their way to the coast for shipment. At 
Dalmeny he drew up the following memorand um : ’ 

August 25th, 1896. — “ There will be I suppose this autumn 
calls for a definite Liberal policy. Any such calls will be in ) 
my opinion premature, and, as far as I am concerned, futile. 

“ In the first place, any promulgation of policy is too soon 
after the last election and too long before the nest election. 
This consideration is in itself conclusive to my mind. 

“ But, secondly, the Liberal party needs very tender hand- 
ling just now. Its personal difficulties for the moment can 
scarcely be exaggerated. Declarations of policy from leader 
would ipso facto elicit violent contradictions. These disputes, ’ 
besides having the unpleasant effect of washing dirty linen 
in public, would dishearten Liberals, and discourage Liberal 
Unionists — disgusted with the Tory party — from returning to 
us. But, what is most important, they would distract 
attention from the incredible blunders of the Government. 
They would, so to speak, draw a red herring across the trail 
of the Government — a feat useful to them and disastrous to uSA 

“ In another Tespect too the Liberal party requires tender 
handling even more. It is impossible for the Liberal party 
to remain nailed to the innumerable political propositions 
lightly accepted by Mr. Gladstone for the promotion of Ids 
Irish Policy. The party needs to make a new start and .to 
shed much of this — -which may be desirable in the abstract 




; ' .ROSEBERY’S MEMORANDUM 



.///or 3nay iiot---but;whic]i byits ; bulk and lriultifarious'aggies//:; 
; ,// ; siyencss /coristitfites; an encumbrancer-mot ;_ah;inspfratiori;;pr/‘. ? ; 

; /assistance, • The party will have, in order to be successful, .to, .V 
V r conceiitfate itself on one or two points— possibly; of the former 
|)6Ucy,i possibly not.l But this necessary reconstruction; of ’ ; 
•/, s -' ; l .jjoliiy' v aod.;t&©ref6re /of. party is. a .delicate and gradual 
•C ' process,' even if there were no personal difficulties beside, ///v/ 
///’ /‘fAs. regiments shattered in battle have to be reconstructed 
?:/ / by some sort "of screen, so our party needs something, of the / 
/kind ^ for the present. That shelter has been abundantly 
; /■. furnished' by the present Government. Their inconceivable- ■ 
//./ blunders furnish an abundant topic for Liberal concentration : ; 
\ : and attack./. / . 



|///;]y < /rbcUeve that the best chance for the Liberal pafty/lxes : 

/,/v . much/ more.; in reaction from the present Government than'//;/ 
•/ .: in any 'gospel /of its own. The present Government: is the //*•/! 

/ first, Tory govt, since 1867 : weakly and distractedly .Tory /■ /;/: 
//-///ho doubt, but compelled to be Tory by the brute force of its 
i*.- ///majority. 'Since 1867 Conservative Governments have riot 

openly opposed Liberal policy (except in Ireland) : they have ; ; 

.^/competed not unsuccessfully at an auction of Liberal measures. / { : 

/./.-Now their majority robs them of all excuse for not being rv///; 
Tory, arid, reluctantly I think, Tory they are. / •/- ' 

'.////This: is . an immense advantage to the Liberal party, /,/ ; 
,/v /because; it forces real Liberals back to that party, and helps ///■-. 

: on, the. process which all true Liberals must have at heart—; /// 

- . /. the restoration of the Liberal party to what it was in richness, • /. / 

. / /variety arid strength before 1886. That work would even / / ■' 
/,-v.ripw be in'Iull operation but for two circumstances.: the dis-/; :; / 
/ ./traeted condition of the Liberal front bench, and the Irish'/ / / 
; , . :. ; qupstipn/ .Neither of these fall within the scope of .this; ///■ 
//•■"niemoraadum, the. sole moral of which is that the Liberal; /// 
/ ; /party should devote itself to exposing and irnpressing on . the 
/ electpxntfi thq preposterous policy and blundering of the. -/ 
Government— in a word to * rubbing it in I ’ ” 

/./..;/ i^/ere ,/vas/thus nothing definite to prepare friends;//// 
/:,/ ordoes for. the bombshell which exploded on October// // 
/-///S^ir.wneh/this./ietter to Tom Ellis was issued,:,/ ■// 


//(/•■/.:• Dalmbny, October-.Gth, -1890/*’- 

. Mw . dear .Ellis, 1 /’ .• - 

. ‘/The recent course of events makes it necessary to cigar 
. the-, air. • I find myself in apparent difference with a con- 
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siderable mass of the Liberal party on the Eastern question/ 
arid in some conflict of opinion, with Mr. Gladstone, who must 
necessarily always exercise a matchless authority in ,th6 party.* ; 
while scarcely from any quarter do I receive explicit support! 

“This situation, except as regards Miv Gladstone, is hot 
altogether new, but in saying this. I complain of no one. 
I regret only that I should appear to divide the energies and; 
try the faith of Liberals. This question, however, is above 
and beyond personal considerations. ■ 

“ When I speak, which I do this week, I must speak my ; 
mind, and speak it without reference to party. Under 
these circumstances it is best for the party and myself that 
I should speak not as a leader, but as a free man. I con- 
sequently beg to notify you that the leadership of the . party,, 
so far as I am concerned, is vacant, and that I resume my 
liberty of action. v 

“ I can only feel the deepest gratitude and regret in patting 
from you and those who, like you, have given me such loyal 
co-operation under circumstances so difficult. , j : / ; - . !v 

“ Believe me, my dear Ellis, • : . 

Yours very sincerely, -i,V, vy.- V 
“ Rosebery:’ v ; ; 

Here is the story : • V ; ' / 


October 7th . — “ I sent for the Central News man and gave, v -/' 
him my letter for publication at 8 p.m. to avoid the evening /// 
newspapers. To bed early. At 1 William arrives like Lady 
Macbeth with an agonised telegram from Cook of the Daily ;, j; 
News begging to be authorised to contradict the fatal- 
rumour.” • .//. •’./ -• 

October 8th . — “A good deal of fuss about my resignation/ / 
Mr. Harmsworth 1 came to interview me. I lunched : bim 
instead. An interesting young man. v 

“Asquith came to luncheon. He behaved as always; ./;: 
extremely well, but complained a little : ' /y ; /'/'/y 

“(1) of no one having been consulted. (I explained to , u 
him that this was of the essence of the matter.)” 

October 8th . — “ Fowler also arrived to stay.” : ^/Vy'G 

October 9th.— i At 6 to the Empire Theatre to make my : ! , 
fateful speech. So behindhand that I was scribbling the last , ^ 

heads or argument as the carriage was waiting, long after f he 

1 Alfred Harmsworth, cr. Lord Northcliffe 1005 and discount 
Nortlicliffe 1018. . • . y\ //; 


v’v'- 

v'H ; 






others ifed gone. >; , But it : went . off well chotiglx-i-ihdcca top 
-^|l__ a ^thc Empire Thentre : Tvas so conYersati6nal to, speak;v 
in that 1 lasted for nearly two-: hours;:, l ~ •■•--. ■ S.Z, f?Sr7x$P$*$ 
•’?" AHoiiie -to supper. What a relief ! ’.-v vii; ij 

^K.Jfonefof the four thousand hearers of the. speech ./ 
could doubt the sincerity of the whole and the emotion 
•'thht^'inspired a great part of it. His notes, , more 
copious than usual, cover thirteen half-sheets of large ; 
notepaper. He looked tired and anxious, and the 
audience, warm in its greeting, showed signs of 
.'tension unlike the customary uproar of such mass 
meetings. Rosebery covered the whole field of the 
Turkish difficulty, saying, amid loud cheers, that in . 
' foreign politics he had never known party, pointing 
; out; the essential difference between the existing ,; 
position and that of 1876, and dealing with the 
various policies now advocated. 


y -> / . -.“ lam obliged to differ from Mr. Gladstone on this question; 

/ (some cheers, and a voice, ‘ Good old Rosebery *). But we\ yfe : 
(- idifferas friends (loud cheers). This morning only I had a 
long and affectionate letter from him, in answer to ' the. V-/' 
•announcement of my resignation, which I shall always cherish, 
•.^f^Batever „• our differences of opinion may be, they. never 'Vdvl 
i.^.Cotxld alter the veneration, the unbounded respect, the deep v^fv'y* 
affection'; with which I regard him.” 


Seventeen years ago, Rosebery continued, 

;:.:,%e :had spoken of the great statesman fighting the 
"2; battle of liberty at an advanced age, he little thought 
v.vth^tdie would see a still nobler sight, the same -states-fv^ "A 
V. man, fuller still of years and if possible still fuller of;^ ; ^;; 

. ;';honpur, leaving Ms well-earned retirement to fight one 
Kvmore battle for the principles for which his life had Vlcif 
: been spent. . *' _ .' ‘ 

' Hpsebery’s “only panacea for dealing 
>; Eastern question , is concerted action of the ’iRoWets.i”}'^ >);; 
;;:A11 the Powers,- if possible, but at any rate afi; those 
( directly interested. Oliver Cromwell, who Mid been -i;v 
( invoked to justify isolated, action, had in fact pre--(’(.^(v 
ceeded solely by diplomatic methods.. . 
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Rosebery passed on ; to speak of his resignation V 
It, was not solely the result of differences om the ; 
Armenian question. That was the last of a series of ; A 
incidents. A Liberal leader if a Peer could only 
succeed if he received very exceptional support (loud •' 
cheers, and a voice, “ Which you never got ”), very • 
exceptional loyalty, and very exceptional co-operation : ■ 
inside and outside Parliament “to make up for- his • 
own inherent deficiencies.” His resignation' -was' :fqr X; 
one object alone, “ to promote unity.” At the close 
of his speech he thanked his colleagues, naming those . ' 
who were on the platform ; and after disposing.of a^F 
rumour that Asquith had not heartily supported him, : : 
went on : ••• -C/F 


“ Consummate and considerable as are his powers of brain, . 
in my opinion his head is not equal to his heart. And it is//'?' 
that rare combination of head and heart which in my humble ‘ 
judgment, if my prophecy be worth anything, will take him ^ ; 
to the highest office of the State.” f/r % 

Even more affectionate was his expression of thanks - 
to Ronald Munro Ferguson : “ We have been more 
like elder and younger brother than like Minister ;and 
Secretary,” as all who had seen them together knew ./X 
to be the truth. These were the farewells of a politi-,: 
cal death-bed, “ this solemn moment,” as the (speaker;- A) 
himself called it. But the party collected roirnd the 
patient’s couch had no intention of attending his 
political funeral, as the events of the next ten years ; a 
were to prove. 

Rosebery had written to Mr. Gladstone on the day 
of his resignation as follows : 


Confidential. Daxmeny,; October 7th, 1896.' 

“ My dear Me. Gladstone, ' ' V;-v£ v 

“I wish you to know from myself that. I ; have resigned 
the leadership of the Liberal party- 1 — that . isv-if I-ever;held ,it;;t; 
of which l am not quite sure ! / ' 

“ I will not disguise that you have, by again coming . / 
forward and advocating a policy which I cannot ;snppofk;('|.r:' 
innocently and unconsciously dealt .:the;coup , de 




I‘V 




% '5 r '. cnablmg discontented Liberals to pelt me with your authority. . 
U-Bufc,; as you: well know, . the situation has long been- almost / 
impossible and almost intolerable, and I for one am glad that 
/ it should cease. , : } . 

my retirement may at any. rate produce 
amount of unity in the distracted and honeyc'-. 
■;'.XY£: ^Oombcd^party called ‘ Liberal.’ . ’ . • 

^^V'rry.'tVMydove to Mrs. Gladstone. 

■ “Yr.affte. • • 

r-'V • “ ah. ,s v 

Gladstone sent a long answer by return of post, . . 
v:;ty.f ah(3 a short one two days later. In the first he said : ; 


*'*■ j" cannot at this date regard your resignation as an 
!M;5 'accomplished fact : and you may find you have a stage yet ;", 
s/ v-y : tb travel. . . . And now I turn to that with which I should 
V/!- - '-perhaps have begun. Your letter is an acknowledgement of 
receipt for a stab under the fifth rib : and regarded in that 
• ; ;J;. J ;;View it is not only kind, but kindness itself. I can desire s 
\ nothing- more than to follow it. Our political relations have. :• 
\been tragical enough : but you have prevented their carrying : 
•h ;','finy 'infection into the personal sphere. Will it surprise .'you; 4 f 
vXliwheb I tell you that ray first knowledge of a difference .be-; \f/t? 
: ; ! J ';;tvveen us was when I read the letter stating that sole action 
■'/s1|neant : -Eujtopean war ? ” ' , . 


r Ky ' Air; /Gladstone went on to explain that he had. . X'k 
HKbeHeyed' Rosebery to be not warm, but concurrent or -v ^ 
acquiescent in his policy, and he thought that; 
Salisbury was much in his sense, though with few or no; . 
fj /.friends in his Cabinet. The movement in the country.^,'# 

•:/ ihadjbeen all that he himself could expect or desire. 
vy/i^iioblqpg hack to those days, one cannot but griev:- ’ 
^•in|ly Admire the generous faith that mistook popular. 

• ; indignation against the merciless Sultan for willingness r-l ’ V/ 
/itp; engage in a crusade of which no one could, foresc&x; -^2; 
V the progress or the end. _ . 

^vln;)his: second letter, after reading the speecli, the^;;:?0;- 
/bld/chief-wrote : 


“^After _What you said of me last night I would, ; if:i;c6uldh’vCSv:/ 
: add/tp jiie acknowledgements contained in my -letter oC' '/ ?;**£ 
j'Thwsday ;as:tp; our personal relations.”. , ' 



t'V ‘ * *T v r T* v- • M.W wwaj ( .x y uxo ( a^i v^v> uiUAUtUvi^v* * v 

tions — Ripon doubted whetller, from a public point of: 5% 
view, the Armenian business should Have Been 1 trea,te(l ; ® 
as the main ground for resignation, and added.: 

“ You have handed us over to Harcourt - withdhH ; «S^pef.A'|;’ : 
and you are not ignorant of all which that- meiansj**^ 



“ Fourteen days have passed by since you- .wrote 'to rne .thfe^^ 
two letters which filled me with pain and sddne&s^:;-;I;Kave.';^p?i 
' been finding it more and more difficult to give any.-adequate 
expression to the keenness:of the regret I feel at the :‘cirenmf 
stances which drove you to the decision and at’thembm|htbh>X?4>! 
decision itself. I had nursed the hope thatitndidd.Have'hfe^v^? 
warded off. I had returned to the stillness of niydioific. in. <dj|§ 
Wales from Dalmeny, with my mind very full of; the' ;'diffi- 
culties of the situation but with a new confidence that Aith;^;^ 
patience the difficulties might, with. Time’s ; help^‘;F^ ; s^^g 
mounted. Those days at Dalmeny were aniongvtlie^r^v:^ 
happiest of my life. I had caught a - sort" of'mfectidn^of^^ 
happiness from the children and from our cahdid •ajad:eataest:,A ( ^ 
talks. On my return I quietly thought over-.th^-^dniade;-'^ 

' all sorts of plans for the future. 

: “Your letter and your great speech . seem ' itofshb^igat. : i? 

..the decision was inevitable. But I cannot even nq^.adriiit^,-/^ 
/ it, and my mind constantly rebels against f He - .assumptibp||^| 
that it was inevitable. But every hour’s reflection^pHth§jJ;;^: 
new situation created by the decision only 

- my regret and my sadness. The sense of .desolation 

on me. , . ";A- 

*. ‘ The kindness of your personal letter 'to me-—- a;kindpess^|b 

,v, which I shall. never -forget — increases mysensq of 
" For I recall your thousand kmdnessesAd^m^^nq-Jqy^rm^^i 
' discussing with you plans and difficulties',, aUd'ob^tabk^the^^ 
inspiration which you gave me in my work and in: niy^mb^Ar; 

• and I realise how ypii’ldiiffied/adii^tiiihrvtoa.^^^S^^i 
• - those who - came, into contact with you.- ^I^xe^l ^the^raanp^;^ 
. .plans and schemes which many,.of us;tallmd oV(w ana : wqf|^:.^;A 
. \ at in order to help you as Leader ofiour Party. :A-;vv 

- ’< “ And now w r e have to strive. to, put thqHest^ 
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■ to >vorlc without devotion and without much hope. We - - 
; ■ have to try to say . and assume that all will go well' witlr the 
.'• Party; when in our inmost hearts' we are depressed, and'torn t 
:V with doubts arid misgivings. * . * : L'L. 

“ Let me thank you heart and soul for all your .kindness :,;i. 
^,.,'tp me. It will he a great joy to me if at any time I can fee .. . ,, 
•' V; of any service to you. ■ • , ■ 

' “ Believe me, dear Lord Rosebery, ' 

-; 1 '' • • “ Your sincere and faithful V. 

" “ Tom Ellis.” 

Shaw Lefevre 1 was warmly sympathetic, doubting' 

\ the possibility of leadership for a Liberal Peer in 
- ' ; Opposition ; Arthur Acland , 2 out of health and himself 
; the object of many attacks in the Press, felt sure that 
so deliberate and grave a step must mean something ’ 
very definite ; Spencer, to whom Rosebery had.; 

. . written hoping that he would lead the Opposition in 
i iblie Lords, deprecated this possibility, and assured 
... Rosebery that he had not lost the confidence of. 

• V ‘. Liberals in the country, but confessed himself puzzled . 

. L’..V.by the resignation ; Herschell wound up a long and 

. : : friendly letter with the hope that Rosebery would 
y ; still work for the party : 

If you were to withdraw yourself from politics it would 
be said : * See, he eared not for Liberal principles, but only 

• to be;. leader of the Liberal party ; as soon as this becomes ' 

; ”C impossible his ardour cools, and he no longer cares to fight 

; the Liberal battle.’ However untrue this might be, it would 
have enough semblance of truth to find credit with many.” 

Campbell-Bannerman, returning from Australia, . 
C;. -congratulated him on securing the sympathy and -, 
vy . pappreiciation of all parties and countries, and of by ; • 
.x. >far tlie larger number of Liberals : ' ; , . 

Vi'y ; '■ “',One may say felix opportunitatc demissionis ; forthe’,-- 
kj : .J, prudent view of the Armenian question blends satisfactorily-'';:,; 

(1831-1928.) . M,P. 1863-95. First Commissioner of Works 1880 " V 
nnd 1892. President Local Government Board 1S9-1-5. Cr. Lord 
: XEvcrslcy 1906. _ \ vu ; 

; (1847-1926.) M.P. 1885-99. "Vice-President for Education l892^5y r ‘\ 1 

XSuccecded asr thirteenth Baronet 1919. ^ y- ; f v Vr,>’.' 
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with the implied protest against : disloyalty of the doihestic ■ 
kind . ..and there is some irony in. the fact that the ex-- 
Prime Minister , whose main alleged fault in the eyes of sonic d*- 
one could name was that he -was 

Great Englander, resigns because he eannot agree with those' 
of his followers who are willing to plunge us in a wanton war.”- '': K: 


A letter from his friend the editor of the Wesfffif 
minster Gazette gave him peculiar pleasure ; he wrote : ; ' 
in reply : • - 'A'M 


Private. Newmarket, October 13 th', i 89 Gi , : ^, 

“ My dear Spender, ’’ ' 

“ I was too tired and too shy to say what I wished to say : 
yesterday. Let me send a line of thanks to you, then, for-' 
your constant able and spirited support of me through these f 
arduous times. I shall always think of you as a. friend-r 
whatever the future may have in store. . . • V-;~' 

“Always, ; 

“ Yrs. sincereiyi^-- 

“ Would you send me six copies of last Saturday’s -West- 
minster ? It was the only thing that almost' persuaded,, 
me that I had made a fairly good speech.” p'ddvO 


The story of this resignation has been given at. 
length for two reasons. In the first place, it illus- 
trates some of Rosebery’s strength and a touch of liis 
weakness — the strength, the capacity for prompt;; v- 
action at need and for eloquent defence of that action 
the weakness, the failure to make generally clear the^;.' : ' 
motives that inspired the action. Secondly, 'it was 
the outward and visible demonstration of the truth ; 
long apparent to initiates, that the gulf between the ■ 
two sections of the Liberal party, roughly distin-. 
guished as Imperialists and Little Englanders^ was.^:.;y 
steadily widening. As always happens in such dis-; ;.'^ 
•*. , putes, the wildest partisan utterances were treated as v : Vf 
. confessions of faith by either hostile group. . All . - , , v 
■ . Imperialists bore the burden of Alfred Austin’s fatu6ps; o -.j;j 
v,;'- lines on the Jameson Raid ; all their;, opponents yyere 





•;^“: V; 


" um tnatoi Kimberley, or Cn,np!Kil-Ji. wn< r r . 

f tt?« r ^S e e»°rL Rlp0n ’ -? b ° U A less than 

: : ^st ; m,ihe early capacity of the coloured races for’" 

«lf- S OTCEnment. In the opposite ranks? Hareourt ; ' 

^WStnl*^} l f °«, ey wcre not in truth careless of tHh i 
jEmpiie, hut they seemed to involve in a common i 

^?^?h^ation the invasion of land speculators and; ' 

syndicates with the efforts of genuine pioneer^ 
an^ the new consciousness of nationhood in the minds 'i 

'maSvof theW T ' In Imperial mattcrs they and t 
iSn w^s ^ J Cr f WCre S ric % Conservative ; 

was a great deal mmv* 5 







PRESSURE FROM , POLITICAL : FRIENDS i ' . HERBERT:'; : 
Bismarck : the south African wAr, : Utiie 
CHESTERFIELD SPEECH: CAMPBELL-BANNERSIAN^.'' 


The ordinary current of what should have been a ; 
placid year was ruffled by all these poHtical^mbtionsl^ 

’ At its very start it was troubled by a gTeai. personal A 
loss in the sage friendship of William Rogers. At the y 
.New Year he was too ill to be visited, but lie if allied. ; 
before the end and faced it in liumorous tranquilHtyi ; ;' 

hyi';- y January 15th. — “ To Rogers — calm and "cheerful; 'He g 
?’f. ; had realised ‘ that he had not above ten years to live.’ Wishedy 
■ to live in a flat at the West End.” 

' Four days later Rogers died, leaving a gapjii 
Rosebery’s life that nothing could fill; .• ■In the same y 
week he lost another good friend in Henry Calcraft.:; 
/•V,: He was a good-humoured version of Charles Gie wlley. .r 
: ^ a most capable Civil Servant, 1 well readj caustic m;:? 

’ } speech but kind of heart, and a favourite in whatever 
could claim as its Faubourg Saint-Germain. y ; g 
*cs thought that Rosebery’s political . speeches 
tra es Sv reached a higher level than any before, and 

e £ was true of his other addresses of the year, y 
action at n^ ums at Dumfries an d Glasgow, and on 
the yrealmes gtevenson at Edinburgh, are separately fy 
; motives that - alsQ presi d e d (November 26th) wheiOg 
the outward e , enlightened Edinburgh on Parlia - y 
long apparent to 1 u ^ Qne of the most brilliant and 
. . two sections o <■ j have ever had the fortune 

: ; grnshed as Imperic^ - n r eplyin g to a vote of thanks,';. 

; steadily widening. • . k that in Parliament a: &ie y ; 
. putes, the wildest par. ement persuasion, might; ^ 

Imperialists bore the buP * ■ 

lines on the Jameson Raetary to the Board of Trade.- ; 






^.:'fl89Gj IN 'SPAIN^: v ; ; ; ; JfySSS . ) 

; : Rosebery ;agaiii took the chair (December 7th) when 

P\; Sir.' Walter 'Besant lectured on the History and Greats • 
" -ness Of London, as the moral progenitor of the People’s 
. ’ ; tpalaeo had the best right to do. Rosebery pressed 
f'.^'^lthe County Council to found an historical deparf- 
V) :: ;:;niertt :w]iich would commemorate the houses of famous 
:, ' ;;. : vfheh-rr~^ hint taken later on ; and he did not forget to. 
Vt ' dilate pn the problem of London administration, the 
A greatest of all problems for statesmen, he thought, and 
•-p>:-ohe- generally ignored. 

• had been in Spain for ten days in the early 

puiiniher, again basking at Madrid, Granada, and 
£ ^Seville. He loved nightingales, and in their season 
Vt' lie ; drove out most evenings from Epsom to listen 
beside the Surrey copses. At Granada “ the finest 
hightingale in Spain ” was offered to him for 200 
i'5;/p^shtas. After flatly refusing to sing when talked to 
. fvb.yits owner’s little boy, it was sent to pass the night 
>; T ,;in Rosebery’s room. The next day, “ Chiquito a 
:; i; failure, not having sung a note. He has returned 
' v home. The theory is that weather has to do with it, 
vp and! that nightingales will not sing in thunder.” 
/.•..Probably after his return he did not regret the eom- 
’P-. pany of the poor little captive. 
l?-pt«.jfe>S(ebery summed up his Spanish impressions in a 
. letter to a friend : 


more I see of Spain the more I like it — better, 

•PT think, . than Italy, though the people are not so gay as tlie 
v/ftahahs. ' But the Spaniards are so casual, so fiery, so lazy, . > \ 
'cV'so (cynical, and so superstitious that they have the charm 
puzzle. And then they scorn civilization as 
• much as :,T. J. Rousseau ! ” . . 

f^:yf®3e'.he was away, the Prince of Wales’s Persim- - ; 
■\ j moriy?oh the Derby, just beating Si. Frusquin , owned 
by Leopold dc Rothschild, to whom the Durdans had i 
been lent for . the week. • - ’ , : '■ 

party must be a sad one, and I am sad hi p 
■ ; :^j%pa^yh : ;When I said to my servant. John thcit..X ; sup- 
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posed everyone would believe that every horse had. been ' 
stopped to enable the Prince of Wales to win the Derbyfhe 
replied, ‘ No doubt, but I am bound to tell your Lordship 
that many people thought the same thing when Ladas won, 
and you were Prime Minister 1 5 ” 

At Seville there were the Corpus Christi processions. ' 
More solemn and imposing, he thought, than “the 
scratch collection of richly clad idols at Easter.” He 
saw a thrilling bull-fight, and for the first time in' his’ 
life a cock-fight — “ a stupid, beastly sight . . . the 
fascination lay in the audience all standing up at once, 
screaming offer’s to bet all at once — a scene for Goya 
or Velasquez. I missed the central passive figure in 
Hogarth’s print.” 

Most of the autumn was passed in Scotland, both 
before and after the political crisis. Before going - 
north he shot grouse with Lord Ripon. On one day 
the four guns killed nearly 1,200 birds, of which the 
amazing Lord de Grey accounted for more than half. 
Rosebery, excellent performer though he was, was 
limited to a quarter of the total, being handicapped 
by the break-down of his dog. He also shot grouse m 
Scotland, and secured two or three stags at Dimrobm.. 
But there were many quiet weeks at Dalmeny .with 
the children. On one Sunday he took his sons, now- 
at Eton, to a Free Church in Edinburgh. The’ 
preacher chose the tale of Onesimus, saying that he 
fled to Rome, where an escaped slave might find goo 
• hiding. One of the boys very pardonably heard the 

phrase as “ a good hiding.” , , „ , ‘ * 

, Before the year closed he was in Pans for a few days, 
coming across John Morley and with him wandering 
to book-shops and harrowed by the Conciergene. i ° 
a word of politics. 

He was invited for a night to Windsor, where the 
. Queen said : • ’ 

“ ‘ I wanted to write to you after your speech, but I 
heard you were coming to Abergeldie. Then, yo , 




; come, and i tttou gilt it pernaps. Detter iioL lo a , .... 

; : ;‘ tliougKfc;it Very good and very patriotic. : They treated you 
^’v^yeryi.-'badly.' 1 ' and I believe;. Sir.- Motley too,' > 

> I waved Ahis 'off.”, v rj'.y '*[' r 'J- > v 


4>: v'l^^ieeember.-he 'attended ‘the City Liberal Club. for. ■ 
;y - ''!a-^be^bi^Mon : .to an esteemed official : . ' V .jVy/ 

■ : V - “'A "genial gathering. My last public engagement in the..':-,; 

v/Jwdrld.”-;::;; ' ' .-. 


. J YButmany active political friends were among the' 

. guests .at Mentmore, determined not to let him go. 

.fV^- l'he Address in the House of Lords was moved on :.;. 
yi ’} January 19th. Lord Kimberley, once again leader -> 
of the Opposition, lamented Rosebery’s absence, and 
paid the inevitable compliments. The Prime Minis- . ; 

; ter was no less eulogistic : 


? “The noble lord is a man exceedingly popular in private, -h 
.^/ -life^ and, I, think, not less popular in public life, and the . 

/ Viability with which he conducted a position of exceeding 
i diffie'ulty. w.on the sympathy of all. ... He made a most Xt 
.patriotic and, I may. say, a most useful and beneficial speech. 

I should be inclined to add that I do not see why tliat speech - A, 
-'. should, involve his retirement from the leadership of his 
Xparty^’i v* ' 


^3;; EC ^Rosebery’s own judgment it also involved 
'/temporary retirement from the House of Lords, for . 
■ hliXdid. not open his lips there throughout the session; 
;‘^bprdr^Sj^sbu'ry*s speech became famous from a 
1 jsenteii’ce about Russia and Turkey in 1853, before the 
/ Crimean war : 


-r* /:.'‘- ; Mahy;membefs of this House will keenly feel the nature- / 
of the mistake that we made when I say that we put all our vV; 
/lnoney on the wrong horse. ” ‘ - V, 

vX of that unlucky investment remained,;:’ ViVVX 
vnnd. one of them was served up this year, when the ' ; 
.Cretaris rose in rebellion, 1 and the Greeks sent -‘ships,/ ;!./;/• X 

tlie first ;nppearaiice in active life of Monsieur = : V^zei^;//;-XX/ 
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and troops, to Help them.; t; A IVlin isterial -Stated 
ment. (February 15th) favoured autohomy for; Crete-: 
within the \Turkisiif;' Empire, ' ;: ^d;tliey^%drawafedi'-i 
troops of both. Greece and Turkey was t6: be 'enforced 
by the Powers , if necessary. '* This declaration ' was: ; 
discussed soon afterwards in the House., i -Kimberley' 
boldly advocated the junction of the island ! o Greece^; 
Lord SaUsbury assured the House, that Crete would ^ 
in any event be withdrawn from the arbitrary power, 
of the Sultan. No more could be done without; 
agreement with the Powers. But some of Rosebei-y !s 
henchmen felt that he ought to be in the fray . Tele- 
grams followed him abroad, and Cook of the Daify': 
News wrote strongly urging him to speak out. : He 
had already indited a memorandum defining his; 
position and intentions : 

Naples, February 26//i, 1S97. 


“ It is time, in view of appeals that are telegraphed .to ine 5 ,?; 
from England to declare myself on the Cretan question and ; 
to attempt to control events, that I should define my position^ g’ j 
It is clear enough. On Oct. 9 I resigned the leadership of the. ; 
Liberal party, and two days afterwards I ba:db if ihordprtess^ 
formally farewell. I did not make it clear, then whether ; 
said farewell to the Liberal Party or to party polities; or tow: 
public life. It is not necessary now to make that clear;; at- j | 
any rate for my present purpose. •' 

“But the main point is obvious and remains dnr force., r.-; 
I resigned the leadership of the Liberal party, not to.destmy:^. 
that party but to promote its union. With fhe safepmb jew ,. i- 
. ' • I have ever since remained persistently silent aud refused . au 

; : ‘ - engagements. ‘ 

“I could not in my judgment within six, months: 

: resignation step forward, and, by taking an independen ; . : 

line, embarrass the Liberal party, which; I /have., alwdys-;..;; 

. . -sought to serve, especially by my resignation. . (• ; ;V : 

“This view does not necessaray.^imply.! 

' , -silence or retirement. It is of course diflicult to fix ay ,.. 

' arbitrary limit of time for this and I shall not attempt to,^ ^, 
so. But six months under the circumstances would a,ppeai; ; : 

! , a decent minimum. . '• - -y r: y - : 

-,y yy . ! “ Beyond this I am bound to say that I haye had a revolting 
' ; experience of the higher positions in British goyenimentj ‘iix : . 
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LETTER TO E. T. COOK 




that it will take some time to wash out of my mouth the 
taste of the last administration.” 

c 

' He now replied to Cook as follows : 1 

“ My dear Cook, 

** I have just received your letter of hlarch 1. Many 
thanks for it, though I don’t agree with it. You lay down 
two propositions : 1. that I am de facto leader of the Liberal 
party in the matter of foreign affairs : 2. that I am bound to 
utter a public opinion on the Cretan question. I deny both. 

“ Last October I laid down the leadership — I retained and 
reserved nothing. Such a course involves a sacrifice — to 
some men a great sacrifice. In exchange I obtained absolute 
liberty of action. No one has any claim now, except that of 
personal attachment, to press me or ask me to dp anything. 
But, beyond that, who considers me de facto leader of the 
Liberal party hi any respect, or who, for that reason or any 
other, wishes for my opinion on the Cretan or any other 
question ? We can easily test this. I have been away 
above seven weeks. Since then I have not received a single 
communication from any member of the late Government 
or from any member of the House of Lords. I have had 
letters from three members of the House of Commons : one 
from Sir Samuel Montagu forwarding an invitation from 
Whitechapel, and several from Munro Ferguson and another 
private member — both very intimate personal friends. Is 
this the correspondence of a 1 Liberal leader 5 de facto or de 
jure ? Does this represent a call from any section of the 
country for my opinion on any subject whatever ? 

“ Do not think I am complaining, for my feeling is very 
different. I am only adducing facts to rebut your pro- 
positions. I am giving reasons for not departing from mv 
present attitude of abstention. y 

I propose to remain quiet in the country on my return, 
offering no opinions on any subject whatever. Some few 
rien s like yourself have a right to ask me for my views but 
1 recognise no public claim in any quarter.” 

+ J he i C £ lan matter lagged its slow length along, 
through the summer and on into the following year 

VK? £ eith i? r on tIlis nor on any other external question 
aid Hosebery say a word in public during 1897 

n — IB 
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. ; Ronald : F ergu&on^iunl^^ 
chief abreast of events. By this time the split in the -’^ 
ex-Cabinet was openly recognised, and some of its 
members classed as ct Friendlies. ,5 : There was :in- j? 
creasing caution, Ferguson said, among those who 
could not be so classed, in regard to attacking tlie ;:: 
Concert. But Harcourt had harassed the Government hV- 
(March 24th) on Crete when he should have backed : 
their mam policy, and conferred with them on South ' 
Africa when he should have harassed. Ferguson told 
Rosebery candidly that in Scotland many people 
were thinking that either he had gone over, or that he h- : 
had ceased to care for his old followers. But he ^ 
loyally explained to inquisitive Members of Parlia- . : 
ment Rosebery’s objection to speech-making. : 

Another principal informant in his voluntary exile 
was Wemyss Reid. At first, Rosebery wrote (Janu- . 
ary 23rd), he saw the reward of his action in . the 
sequence of events. He was struck by the exact, 
almost literal agreement between the speeches of ; the 
Liberal leaders in the two Houses. - : \.h h 

“I always told my colleagues that that would be the 
precious and almost invaluable result of my withdrawal; 
and so it is.” • . ... •; ..- h 


The newspapers had not found him out,:: and he h r 
begged his correspondent not to mention that lie had 
written, as he wished to enjoy the blessed peace of ? 
oblivion. He watched the intrigues and smallnesses ; : 
of London as from another planet, and he begged his . ;• 
friend, imbedded in that Cloaca Maxima, . not, tp be . ’ ; 
disturbed by the petty irritations of that position, 
h For it was only through the annoyance and dis- 
comfort of his friends that he was capable of being h: ; 
vexed. He looked forward to a hearty laugh with 
Reid in Berkeley Square, but begged him till then' to ;W< 
write freely. ‘ h 

; In a later letter (March 11th) he repeated his re-p 
fusal to speak on the Cretan imbroglio, witli detailed 
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,, reasons 'for keeping in retirement. ' The party situa- A 
tion was not really harmonised as it seemed to be. 

“ So I will continue to cultivate my cabbages .” His :: 
' loyalty to Mi-. Gladstone had evidently been cruelly 
, strained, for he OTote : • *• c &£>'• 

1 “Talking of retirements, Sir. Gladstone’s last letter on 
European war leaves me in doubt whether he considers me 
a knave or a fool ; but possibly he means both.” ' . 

: - And there was in fact an earlier grievance of 1894, 

. for Rosebery had told his confidential correspondent : > 


; . u You are correct in saying that no one knew definitely • 

- vV-;f that lilr. Gladstone was going to resign till a day or two before! 

V ' In spite of remonstrance he deliberately left his successor 
_ barely a week to constitute the Government and frame a’ 

! policy and a Queen’s Speech before the Opening of Parliament, 

; . This I have always thought was hardly fair play.” 

" ^ ' r ' ’/ 

Again on May 7th : ‘ " , ' • 



v ' 



“My be ah Reid, ... 

“A thousand thanks for your kind thought of my birthday. 

“I recognise only too plainly that my friends are abused 
at the present moment. I comfort myself by thinking that ; ' 
‘‘ • they suffer because they are wisely opposing the worst form - . 

of Jingoism — all the more dangerous because cloaked by 
S '; .hysteria and the abused phrases of humanity and religion. 

d “You may think I take all this too seriously. If so, you 
; are mistaken. I am only concerned for my friends, who,; 

.instead of swimming with the tide, choose to face obloquy S 
. -Sand suspicion on behalf of sound principle. Nevertheless 
I hope that all my remaining birthdays and theirs will find! 
v-s us ready to do the same. . . V 

’ “ Yours sincerely, ; .v 


“ All 




Rosebery shared with most people mistrust of the 'S. 
j Report issued by the South African Committee; of 
- / ; Enquiry into the Raid, not the less, perhaps,, because § 

of ipkrcQuit’s partial responsibility for it. 1 

civlv V whole story is told in the Life of Sir Wittiani ffarcoujiivb&^ : r 

.V-\‘ hlxsii.'pp. 42S-37. .. ; - }.; 7 
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I am^iU anxious to learn every. de^bpment of 
. , , discreditable business of the S.A. Committee. ' Will tHe 
indignation die out, or does it; spread' ? \ ' “ : X }•;;■• x 

“I have never read a document at once so 'slmmeful^an^tS 
so absui’d. One would laugh, did one not cry?’ v- ;• •,.•••'• 


It was the year of the Queen’s second Jubilee, and "S' 
the Colonial Premiers had collected iii-fotce to do heiN i’ 
honour while conferring on Imperial affairs. ; - There 
was a great banquet at the Imperial -I^tittite :( 

18th), with the Prince of Wales in the chair, and all 
the leading statesmen round the table; - Rosebery ; w 
had to propose “ the Houses of Legislature, Home and w y 
Colonial,” some thirty in number, as he reminded his t v; 
hearers. . ", 


“ I do not for one moment believe,” he said, /Hhat under c: i>^ 
any other form of government than a limited constitutional!; ly 
monarchy could the British Empire have been: /forriiediur])^ 
could have continued to exist. Under either an absolute if r - 
monarchy or under a republic it must have'unuhblediawayvu^^ 
if it could ever have been formed.” ’'•bo.-'-t *. *?'■ 



He alluded to the famous speech of. Daniel: AWhy d;’ 
ster about the British sentry and the British drum ih.j;:;€ 
every region of the globe, but there was something l-y 
better than these “ which is co-equal .. with \ the • >. 
British flag, and that is the British •: sentiment 
constitutional freedom.” He trusted that the-Prime;, ; g ; ; 
Ministers would not separate without an effort, to v : ; 
draw the bonds of Empire closer. 

The overseas visitors were also entertained; at they.y 
National Liberal Club, with Lord Carrington in the c y 
chair and Labouchere as vice-chairman. Enseliery:; 1 :,^, 
and Harcourt headed the long list of public men. • v- 
Bosebery gave the toast of the Empire, x It had been 
Claimed, he remarked, as a prerogative iypf ,Iiord:^y> 
Beaconsfield, but his Imperialism, wasj^erel^jEuro^-^j, 
pean and Asiatic, while the newer 
American, African, and Australian as well. W. E-'w*, 
Forster and Sir John Seeley had higher claims as: ; ^; : 


I - ' / 
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pioneers .in ^ He looked forward to : 

seeing a contented Empire i-.of Britains, on / the 
principle by / which the Empire had been built up, the 
bond of Empire in the person of the Sovereign, and 
. local self-gbvernment as the basis of it. : : . // ; . 

r The everlasting duel between Protection and Free ' 
Trade had almost ceased to excite the leaders/ Of the •; V 
//two parties. A few country Tories still laid 'wreaths ;v * 

; on- the grave of the Corn Laws. In the early ’eighties / / 

■ Pair Trade had flickered through its brief day of 
i notoriety. But the policy of the country seemed to 

■ be.. rigidly fixed, so that Rosebery’s appearance at the /// 
Free Trade Hall at Manchester, when the centenary 
of the Chamber of Commerce was celebrated, was no 

^resumption of Liberal leadership. One of the Con- ; > 
: sensitive members was on the platform, and Mr; A. Jf-.V'j 
Balfour had been invited. But in his long address /; 
Rosebery chanted the praises of Cobden and Bright, ; 
declared that the great military preparations of/. 

- ; European countries had led them into fiscal errors, .,./ 
-/ and asserted that although the complaints of farmers /,:/ 
./were well-founded, they were mainly due to improve- ; - ; 
//nients in transport. Anyhow, they were better, off L 
//than they were before the repeal of the Corn Laws. /, 
To-day,* more interest attaches to the paragraphs on /:/ 
Free Trade and the Empire. Free Trade, he asserted, / 
had produced the wealth that enabled us to sustain 
//the^'bitrdcn of Empire ; but also it bad averted-: '■ 
revolution after 184*1, and revolution would have ; 
meant the dismemberment of the Empire. But he / .;; 
; believed that anything in the direction of an Imperial : 
.-(Commercial League would weaken the Empire in-'/ ,; 
ternally, and excite the permanent hostility of the/;/: 
whole world. If the free import of the food of the 



cbmitry.^ Agairiyrvith all our liabilities,/; was it not 
worth while to Walk warily in the path of Empire ?./ 
: -When, that very year,. :we had denounced our com- / 
mcrcial; treaties /with Germany and Belgium in the 
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interests of Canada, a note of alarm was sounded atr h 
; what we thought simply an ordinary proceeding. 

“A scattered Empire like ours,, founded ; oh commerce hvi 
, and cemented by commerce, an Empire^also-welldefended:^! 
so as not to invite wanton aggression, can and will make for ' . . 
nothing but peace. But an Empire spread ell ' over the 7. 
world, with a uniform barrier of a Custbimd^inLioia^pr^^ted-'ff: 
everywhere in the face of every traveller, would be,I win not;. 
say an Empire of war, but a perpetual menace, a perpetual 
incentive and invitation to war.” . V^\V:v- 

These sentiments were vociferously applauded ; 
and it is certain that to the end of his days B.osel)ery: ,<: 
would have been prepared to repeat the speech . with- ; /.; 
out modifying a sentence or an epithet. • . -h 
He always spoke more gladly in Scotland 
elsewhere. Edinburgh, so rich in official libraries. 
and institutional libraries, had at last seen the^need/;.; 
for free public libraries. A public-spirited citizen, 

. Thomas Nelson, had bequeathed money for. day : ; £Z 
shelters in poor districts, where humble people eouH^v;,; 
have a chance of finding books and newspapers ;^Tlius, 
branches of the central library were founded, and • .Y 
Rosebery was asked to open one of them (MayTOtlim 
He was impressed by the excellent combination;.# rj 
free club with a free library ; but it was. necessary v 
he said, to distinguish the two conflicting interests m . 
reading — newspaper and book — the ephemeral anu v; 
the abiding. A just proportion would obtaiu the best • /; 

result from both. . t Y V ; r A 

By this time golf had begun . to captivate Lnglisl r • 
men as well as Scotsmen, but it had not spre.acl far. ; 
inland in either country. Edinburgh, of./ 

- teemed with experts. Had Rosebery been tl y : 
years younger, his love of walking, his keen- eye, < ,.v 

his firm muscles -would surely have made him pi’oficien 
w; at the game. But he never attempted 

close to Dalmeny, he had to admit his utter 
;<■; of the art. But he could claim to share that ignoranc , 






with Dr; Boyd, 1 - wiioliyedatitheMecq^^^ 
and though now , presented with >a set of clubs, lie ■.•;• 
expressed his dread of "Making a start in midclle. 3ife, :j; 
because when a man was seriously inoculated with a 
love of golf lie was very little use for any other pur-, ’ ;t; 
tpose t ; afterwards . Rosebery concluded " with a sly} ' v 
allusion to “a distinguished statesman charged with 
giving ‘ too much time to golf, and not enough to : the ;: ’>: 
iliduse of Commons.” 

•dlfSihce 1891 there had been a choice herd of short-; V 


ihhorns at Dalmcny, founded on selections from famous ..Vf 
v'vi; reservoirs of the Cruikshank blood such as Upperr/;:;.! 
:d;dmill, Collynie, and Lord Lovat’s at Beaufort. Its 
hvdbWTier, rather unaccoimtably perhaps, never paid : V 
much ' attention to the science of stockbreeding ; but ; > 
fhithis . 'year there was a successful sale and a vast yyfy 
vf^ebmpany at luncheon. The host, however, avoidedS.vVh 
.:; 2;?agncultural topics in his speech of thanks. Next came;; ,r , ; ; 

really great occasion at Stirling, the six-hundredth . /hf 
^•^hhiyersary of Wallace’s victory at Stirling Bridge. , ;': 
dyNptliing could be more sldlful than Rosebery’s treat- c'-J; 

merit of a difficult subject, difficult because Wallace’s 
' fi/iame /is; r dvergrown by legends veiling a very slender 
,);h; column ;of proved facts. He advanced two proposi- 
) 4dddnsH~first, that Wallace was the first champion who 
•v Scotland • .as an independent country, forwh'’;; 

hf;.wdthoiit him Bannockburn might never have been 1 ; 1 - ,;' ;• 
;*^fpugIit;|;secondly, that he was the type of the man of . va"V 
{fhdestinyT^the same type whether you call it C^sar,’or, h. 
h; ;;Lidhhr^ ..or. Washington, or Mirabeau, or Cavourt . 

again 'at Stirling a month later (October 
v . ; :;10 tH)V,h^6 h receive its freedom. The Provost pleased 
hhhimhy sayingdhat he was thus honoured, though our;;:"/:;; 
/ffeostcosmopolitan public man, because he was^a^vf;-. 

Scots, and the son of their first membOrh^^sf 
’ .vlafter fhe .great Reform, of 1832. In Rosebery’s; 'reply 
. r he fan - over, the astonishingly picturesque; list.:ofrt;f -^ 

I&nMay. Htitchison Boyd (1825-1 899)’ : Tvrotcj ; j^apr! f: 

including Twchty-jivc' Years 1 ’ of 

fP^<^;PrHcdpal.or St.' Andrews University. - >■ ; W; ? 
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yKv former burgesses, ''concluding' • with the Member ;; for: c - A 
> ! :o; the' StMmgi^urg^^ 

be on ': the same list with than Sir Henry Campbell- ^ 
■ ■ ’ : Bannerman.” Ag/g-Av- ■ gyO;/; ; y 

The miewed North Bridge at Edinburgh, the lin®? 
V between the old city and the new,- was to have been S 
^ \ opened (September loth) by the Duke and Duchess 5 
of York. In their enforced absence Rosebery 
\r huted./ At the luncheon that'' - followed •• he,^rojpo^e^:;.: 
Vv “ The City of Edinburgh.” Pericles at Athens could : / 
not have been more utterly- inspired by ' tiih genius 
his beloved capital. ' •' -*■ rPr'y^M 


■' “ The City of Edmburgh, in the words .that jwere lised v ? of f -v;; 

. : another city, is ‘ the joy of the whole earth.t There, is nothing : & 
;■ ..like it. Whether we remain in the .incompiftrableVstrcie^!ih r .^ 
v; i. Which we are assembled this afternoon, or whether5w^’cfos454:[' 
V", to those darker recesses which embody three-qhafteire 'obtHe:;-^: 

• . history of Scotland, we are in a city ’of whichi; tKer^is-'iio''^' 

: like and no parallel, as I believe, in the ' whole 

Small wonder that to the Edinburgh burgesses ihe ; g 
;/ Rosebery of Downing Street and the Rosebery of y 
' j. . . Epsom Downs were merged in the .Ilosebery .wBo)yFas; : ^* 
•’ -' laird of Dahneny and their fellow-citizen.; 

A// He was not less at home in the chakl_olte.Se6t^]i^i 
'V ; ; . History Society, for Scottish history .was ; prte-; of 

veins into which he dug deepest. At '/the'; annual;^ 
^\meetihg (November 23rd) he had much to say of the >y; 
' . exiled Stuarts, and lamented the lack .of ;informa|i&AA 
//;; about the dignities they conferred in their- =patheti|;, ^ 
abdicated past. 1 ~ 

1 iy:.Dn ; :the same day Professor Masson/leayhigAhev^ 
v ; • ; . 'Professorship, of Rhetoric at the University, : receiyed : y 
the. gift of his portrait at Rosebery’s hands.; :vTliis;;v; 
f^c ^wsis /Rosebery’s tribute to the venerable scholar ; ; .;/v// -': 


-,,,;;/viv : .“, ; Tliere is more; than being a. great Professor oi’/a. greats.. 

> -man of letters— there is something about the character- 
; .. . the man that is more eminent, to my mind;than all liisworfef g;> 

A'l l 1 Tliis was later, somewhat repaired ; by the Marqius de/XUivigny in/V'/y 

./’ •; . his book The Jacobite Peerage; - \ •: '* V 1 ;/•/ v \ 






: If youi will allpv,' me, I will illustrate' it by a figure.;.: Last 
b mglitiniiiy;ho,use;bythe; spa: 1 Jwas i'gazmg >at the, watcrs:iri 
JVtmtphme^^ calmandimpressivcface: 

of thc 'Firtli of Forth there were reflected the >stars,riii^h^ 
heavens, a blurred and faint reflection it may be, but at any.' 

sin<^»po1rta»ifcare of the eternal lights and r 
-Ituhpsfbf the firmament of the heavens. And I thought that.' 
MvC-fh the chtirse of human life meet rarely, but now and thexij 
r with soihe human soul that seems to have caught the reflection 
! ,%t it/he^ eternal verities, not by striving or by seeking to 
■ improve themselves so that they may earn that complexion,; 
••butjby the simple and pure search for truth they caught that' 
■gloryVaiid it is reflected in their lives.” ../ A 


other Edinburgh occasion of the year' Wds 
C; banquet to Mr. J. B. Balfour , 2 at the Scottish Liberal 
: ^A;f|ub.‘ ^The guest, a great lawyer, and a man of fine >’ 

■ y eoiirtesy, , popular on all sides, had been Lord Advo-'='- .’/y-. 
rl'?eathi;'in i Gladstone’s and Rosebery’s Governments. ' - 
r'fc'But^heyKad earlier held the office when Rosebery . sS 1 !: 
|:y^vhs| ; :grappling with Scottish business at the Home y 
&£dlfi&ey?sq their personal relations were as close as -y . J 
? v>:p.9ssible,'^nd led to frequent correspondence. Bat’ 
>yRpseberyidid not touch on party politics when 
;: ; '^spc)lce ! :frdm the chair. Much of his speech was given. 

recitals'; of the glowing tributes paid by others, by 

yj;W 'tt£>yefir- or two after his marriage Rosebery was able to realise a /yvt 
iyyyberisliciJ ;drcam. He took in hand the restoration of Barnbouglc, ' ; , .v.v 
’.y.vPoised 'on-the water’s edge, buffeted by gales and dashed by heavy . '; - - . 

have . been fantastic as the mansion-house of .a great-; 
■y'V.estatc.V' iBut its capabilities as a serious toy were unlimited. 3fhe ,= ; " 
6 reiietvaf.was ! a6liieyed with singular skill. A vast hall or picture gallery’ .. 
Akiras jthe. 'main feature, furnished with many bookcases, which ovcr-Jf : : ; ,y ■ 
. 'rflaweduntp. another large saloon adjoining. There were other smaller'! -' S} 1 b- 
• i ;;!;;d}''-e]ling-rooms, hut very little bedroom accommodation. Rosebery 
ic'i/lfln^lf^hh^eyer, in his .widowed days, slept at the castle oftener than .' 
Sfyhpb .soothed by the rhythm of the dolorous sea. All his Scottish'; 
>i3^^%® s »'^ ic ^ arves ^ °f raany years, were housed there. There’ -were ‘X% 
.‘^^gatheredjthe thousands of Scottish books, tracts, and pamphlets. which, V 

■ - 1 'b.* s .' -’death,. Rosebery presented to the National Library ; there, 

^too,;;yen5;yolumes of literary autographs and historical manuscriptsik; 

i:Z A'ly castle .was a fascinating re-birth, one wisely conceived and skilfully: kVVV' 
y,vearried- ; 6ut-. . ’ ’ -• ,•>?, 

' . Bi-.Ralfohr (1837-1905). Solicitor-General for Scotland 

Advocate :183 V 1880, -and 1802-5; Lord of Appeal , 1809. " 
:.:;/fBsaon;B3hw>s's:1002.'' v-.. v- A*' 1 .?:- 
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Mr; Gladstone arid by • Mrir.^alfoiir’i Conservative • J 
successor, as Lord -AdvocateV^:^^^ 

Naples the siren had sung her unrecorded song to • d 
Rosebery for thirty years, and he had not stopped his - $ 
ears against it. But it was only now that he fell into v : .■ 
her arms. He spent six weeks under the spell from/ : 
late in January, seeing more of Italian society ; tliarf 
in previous years. He had formerly visited not a feV; ;::; 
possible villas, and this time he came ' *tp./a\deci?idnV; : g 
Of all those he had seen, the Villa Belahante : at : r! 
Posilipo appealed to him most. As early as 1879 he y . 
had written to Sir James Lacaita : 

“ The Villa Delahante has been the dream of my life; but : v/ 
it does not seem easy to realise. Perhaps you could however 
ascertain what is the sort of price asked, as I should like to ;,f, 
own it even if I could never see it again.” — Si 

The villa had belonged to the Bourbon Count of 
Syracuse, the brother of “ King Bomba,” and ; liad ; . 
become tbe property of a French railway contractor, v, 
M. Delahante. Beautifully situated in a large .sloping y 
garden, with many trees, in a curve of the ,hay ? ;-^ 
it included four structures, the principal residence, ^ 
two close by somewhat smaller, and intended to house . 
rruests, and a deheious little pavilion with a couple ot^y 
rooms, poised over the blue water of a tiny mrivu e.. ^ 
harbour. After long bargaining, in August 
M. Delahante at Versailles, “ an alert, bright-eyed ... 
old man of 81,” and in October he became owner -- 
of the “Villa Rosebery.” It became, an intense 
■joy to him, and he was fortunate in having ^an o . 
'.Eton friend Rolfe, now Consul at Naples,: wh^yas/ 
' glad to exercise supervision over the new 
&nly one objection could exist, and this was swallowed ;. . 
up if the fascination of the spot. It was «*£»«?. 
a summer retreat, a villeggiatura to which the ;W? £ 
/flies when, in Landor’s words, 

\ ! ,/ ' . •“ The* piper’s music fills the street, 

The piper’s music makes the heat * 

. Hotter by ten degrees.” . •'•wyyV. VV' 


£ 

, * / r » 
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44 But. at; is not always .summer in •' Southern Italy, 
dahct.i lofty ceilings, unheated rooms with tiled or 
v niarble floors, are cheerless in the winter months even ; -' v . 

4 there; And it is then that the Englishman or Scot in . ; 

; turh tries to escape his own climate, unless he hunts 
j-the fox':. ; hom May to October business or pleasure .' ; 
i«.ardja|)t':tb;jkeep him at home. 

r^ iQther, foreign journeys were to Homburgand Gastein. '> - 
Of the former he wrote to his mother (July 28th) : 

; - .unusually pleasant, being unusually empty, A 

Sblack cloud, I fear, bangs over the place, as, I understand, the 
Prince of -.Wales is not going there this year, and that to ; 
‘liHomburg is as if the mineral springs ceased to flow.” 

He /enjoyed there the company of one of his most ; 

: '’ valhed friends, Philip Wroughton, and walked .fifteen. . 

' ■viniles a day — “ the daily round, the common task,” y.’ 
y as he moted. ’■ ; 

j :* -Rosebery’s warm amity with Herbert Bismarck 
sVhad been ; unabated during the past years. In 1892 
r 'Jib yliad hoped to attend his friend’s wedding at . 
4^ieima^hut it was celebrated on the very day of the 
dissolution of Parliament. After his arrival at the ■ 
•Foreign Office lie wrote : - . : ; : 


ly.ySb I am once more at the Foreign Office. Your father’s . 
;)V. absence make’s a great change. I do not speak of Germany, . - • 
^-. : hfdf ^diplomacy, is making holiday and I have no special'.. >j 
Lhhelations with any country just now. But I feel the alteration, 
;,4),thqiigkXcould not well explain to myself how it shows itself.. T,- 
yylyis '^perhaps like] shooting at a place where the head game- ! 
•i^lccepeir. hhsiieen changed. The pheasants are as numerous,- h 
.[U^tlfeyroods arh the same, one secs no difference in the beaters ;; ? 
4'.<and : yct,one feels that the scene is different. However, your, - ; , 
i^f^thhr-wili ; perhaps think this metaphor more suitable to the A -; 
.ij'-vlafcliue-de Gramont.” /'r<. 

d, y yCli<5 bniTcspondence went on, interchanging social 
•l^i^d^oKtical. gossip,, but with no tinge of backstairs 4 
politics, y --It'.' was often in a light vein : . : 

tThafr cursed name, of Rosembeeg , 
oh the . Continent ; and when, people telegraph, tb .' 






me, as they sometimes do ‘ Earf Rbsebery,’ it usiifilly comes 
bdt * ^^TbRosemberg.’ ■■•\ - ijOiid<iri : i^'tdmpi?j^gr'iPaStXl3ttt^^ ; iok 

me, I shall never leave it till 1 leave life or office.- vV 4 {%' 

•i; “ Future statesmen will have to be . all ‘ blood and: iron ’ 
to lead this life. Which allusion, leads me to send my warm 
good wishes to your father, and your : mother s and if she -mil 
accept them, to the" Countess.”;. -; i \'$'M 


■ r ’ 


A daughter was born to the Bismarcfcs ih 1S94, v 
and to. Rosebery’s pleasure was given the : nameAfyi- 
Hannah. In that year he wrote (March 25th, {■& 


- ; “ I only realise that I am no longer Foreign Secretary in 
the cessation of departmental work. : Scarcely any. boxes/i-iu 
but an enormous responsibility as to my sayings and doirigst -w 
One is more watched, one cannot put on one’s slippers, one;-".;’ 
is ; (or should be) always in uniform — buckled very,,. tightfif- 
I have always preferred the Foreign Office and always shall. i, 'A 


At the end of the same year Princess Bismarck ;:.';; 
died. 


88 Beiuceuey Square, December 7^,189-1. :: ; 

• “My dear. Herbert, 

'■ 1 f “ It was with unbounded grief that I learned the sad;nc^s;ci;V 
So noble and simple and sympathetic a nature, - so niuch, 

; y.'her husband and her children. I can hafdly,x6alise..tliedj; 

home- without her. : >'£?:■{ 

r-;' ; ; b ? -'v- ; A‘-I ; do not write to your father. I write to-you as.I tple-; 

i , graphed to you, for I am loath to trouble Kim, and I;lpib\v'; ; . ;j 
; .'. . . that you will convey to him my heartfelt sympathy better; f:., 
gf'-'-t'tha-n- l ean myself. ‘ f fy?"; 

-,f r “ I fear the blow comes upon you with terrible suddenness,;;; 
; ■{;" and .that you were not even in time to witness the, end. 
f:;. I .am, not sure that it is not best so, and that the haunting;;;' 

’ recollection of the last moments is not more - of -^.P^ 

; f f,v ^satisfaction. .-I .remember your mother as she looked at 
/ y\-V;and’-ah your father— the tenderness and the jgide fand;fha^^. 
v look; will always abide with me till the end. ."/■’"/.'•.'igf 

-!f “Ever, my dear Herbert:, ’i£ 

-.i-. f ' '“ .Your affectionate friend in 'sorrow -arid .in 

■ ■ , - , f “ All. ; ; 


- “ Perhaps you will find; a moment to tell me some details 

|V-V of her' illness, and of ybur father ? ” - 




1 896-7] V LETTERS TO HERBERT BISMARCK .y<; 
In July 1895 Rosebenr wrote on leaving office 



“ I accept congratulations with both hands, and. rejoice' 
in my freedom, for, which I have long been pining;”; ;; • '^.vhh : 


'' • ' /-That freedom enabled him to write more openly oh . ;. 
public matters. • ; h 


' h - March 29 th, 1896. — “ X am seriously uneasy about Foreign T 

hh-yAtFairs. Nowhere, except in Russia, can I see any definite hh, 

' policy. I blame nobody in particular, I quite admit, that y;Y, 
the situation is fluctuating and difficult, but that circumstance \ 
rather increases than diminishes my apprehensions. I espe-' ( ; 
ciiilly regret that we should plunge into the Soudan at this. /; 
moment. For we can all see the beginning of a Soudan expe- 
; dition, but who can foresee the end ? Besides it is like firing 
all your stock of gunpowder at butterflies when you axe 
.expecting big game.” 

“ following year Rosebery was still the looker- 'V',;. 

yj.'.on: 7-He wrote (June 13th, 1897): /•:' 


5 ‘'Here we are in a tempestuous madness of Jubilee, 
v.;; which everyone wishes to celebrate at everyone else’s expense; » V; ij 
•meantime dclirant . . . Achivi. It is strange how v ^ 

'-' with almost all parliament at your feet how difficult it is ? ' b 
v f.P govern in these days. Difficulties used to arrive in old 
; i; djays from excitement, — the present danger is from profound; 

. apathy. The ship of the state moves heavily through the ...'. 'v; 

■ oily; waters of the Dead Sea.” •„ 

;.:N6t long afterwards Herbert Bismarck came to ^ ' 

l-Homburg to see his friend ; and in October Rosebery .b.'" 
-,; . paid a long deferred visit to Schonhausen for the . 

. .christening of the second daughter, going on for v !ai?;-*d-bV, 

4. Right to Friedrichsruh. This long friendship was 
7 indeed kept in good repair. Rosebery’s humour wa&; 7 • 7b: 
vtickled by one racial characteristic of his comrade, 

- IfeAyrote from Homburg: ’’ 

,-'b- n’Foiid as I am of him, his energy is rather overpowering.’ ''.Vr ; b;b 
He ;has no idca of the loudness of his voice, and though I 
j-vleadhim intb desolate spots, he bellows secrets through the,; /b :; ' •= . 



; ; A 

added 
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woods. It is like living witli a’ Imrricane.' ' But there is iio 
warmer heart or better. friend.’’. A ;y>,vx 

l Teutonic Lawrence Boythorn, • lie might have ?; 

Led. 1 ■ ■ 

The Jubilee celebrations opened with an almost > 
private service in St. George’s Chapel (June 20th); 
•At its close all the Royal Family made obeisance do 3; 
the Queen and were embraced by her. .A 

“All were moved, the Queen, the spectators;- and, ‘the- 
actors in the ceremony, — I never saw anything 'more pi’d-:..’ .. 
foundly pathetic.” , : A-A 

The procession through London two days later was 

“ perfectly successful and profoundly interesting. . The post.: 
striking moment was when the crowd spontaneously sang 
* God Save the Queen ’ before the Queen’s arrival.”/-’: 

Rosebery’s personal contribution to the celebra- 
tions is explained in this letter to the Queen.:;, A'hvj../ 

December 6th, 1897/ 

“. . . I think it probable that Your Majesty may haye a.. . 
Jubilee collection of cuttings in which it might find a place.. • 
It is a hymn which I wrote for Jubilee Sunday and for Epsom, -y 
Church. 8 No one knows that I wrote it, and I am well aware ;; 
that such a theme is quite outside and beyond my poor 
powers. Nevertheless I am sure that Your Majesty yiu not , 
disdain it, as expressing the sincere and earnest^ aspirations ; 
of one of Your Majesty’s most devoted Subjects;”,;- 

The famous fancy ball at Devonshire House soon 
followed, and Rosebery went 


“as a gentleman of the 18th century. I was described 
greatly to my disgust as that effeminate gossip Jlor ^ c • 

* Monsieur Jules Cambon, formerly French Ambassador at. geriin, ; 
tells of his observing to Herr Kiderlen Wachter how 
. Bismarck spoke of his father, but how unlike has roughness . pf 
was to Prince Billow’s pleasant dealing. “ Yes, said I^derl^, ; P^ : , 
Herbert Bismarck had one quality that Bulow had not. > > « a > 

that ? V 1 asked. “ Heart.” 

V; 2 See Appendix- II. ; f 



1897] ' SOME FAREWELLS 551 

Walpole, If challenged for a name I should have given 
1 The Duke of Devonshire of that time ! 5 But I had no idea 
of anybody. The best dress was, I thought, Lady Algernon 
Lennox as Princesse de Lamballe. The Chancellor as 
George III unspeakable.” 

Friends of very different types passed with the year. 
In May Colonel Henry Forester, known to his con- 
temporaries as “ the Lad,” was mourned by all the 
world of Melton and Newmarket. He was brother 
to the two brilliant ladies who cheered Lord Beacons- 
field’s old age. “ A mercy,” Rosebery wrote, “ as he 
would have remained blind ; so I cannot grieve, but 
a dear friend and a noble gentleman gone.” 

As the year was ending : 

“ Frank Lockwood died of influenza. A terrible blow.” 

A blow indeed it was to everybody who loved and 
admired that quick brain, that gifted hand never 
unkindly employed, that gallant humorous soul. 

A humble companion died on the same day as 
Colonel Forester, who would have liked the joining of 
the horse’s name with his own : 

“ A bad day. The death of another dear old friend, the 
horse I loved as some love dogs. ... I chose a grave for 
Raby. He died standing, like an old hero as he was.” 

When the Gladstones paid their last visit to Scotland 
in the autumn of 1897 Rosebery had vainly tried to 
persuade them to pause at Dalmeny An interchange 
of affectionate notes followed. Then came Mi*. Glad- 
stone’s sojourn abroad, and the wearing physical 
distress of his last winter and spring. Early in May 
the end was known to be near. On the 1 3th Rosebery 
and John Morley went to Hawarden for a final fare- 
well, and on the 19th that great life ended. On the 
next day in the House of Lords Lord Salisbury paid 
perhaps the noblest tribute ever offered to a dead 
statesman by a living opponent. Rosebery was able 



r, y..u\ v\ , _ » 


to touch a nearer chord ; and in particular remindeti ^ ^ 
liis hearers that— / v ■■ >:• y’y •" 


“ All our thoughts must be turned, now that he has gone,' ‘ 

’ to that solitary and pathetic figure,: . who; . for;, sixty;; year s t" 
shared air the sorrows and all the joys - of'-S&.i'Gladstehe’sv^ 
life ; who received his every confidence and: every aspirationy^: 
who shared his triumphs with him, and cheered himimder-y 
his defeats; who by her tender. vigilance, I firmly believe, -;; 
sustained and prolonged his years.” ■.:> v v.. 


At midnight on the 27th Rosebery went with Reginald 
Brett 1 to the vigil over the coffin in Westminster 

Haii : ■ -rr, y-v 


“ The vast Hall, the coffin with its kneeling watchers, the '? 
silence and solitude, most impressive.” • 

At the burial next day, when he was one of the pall-;;;./ 
bearers, his thoughts were again with the one left , ; 
behind : U, v> 


“A noble sight and ceremony. Mrs. Gladstone a figure /. 
of indescribable pathos. Supported by her two sons she 
knelt at the head of the coffin, and when it was lowered 2. 
seemed to wish to kiss the ground, saying * once more, only . ;'; 
once more 5 (X was close) with a dim idea, I think, that she . : 
was to kiss him, but the two sons gently raised^ her. •. f. . 
She was noble to-day, like the Mater Dolorosa in the/old .: ? 
pictures, — a figure of sublime unspeakable woe;”"; U r: */ J t 

In November Rosebery spoke in Edinburgh wheii y 
the Scottish form of the Gladstone National Memorial 
was considered. Men of all parties were there, and : , 
he was able to point to the restored Mereat. Cross,. Mr.;,/ 
Gladstone’s tribute to Edinburgh, as enduring ew- . 
dence of the statesman’s pride in his Scottish ;bloocl ,:;:, 
and his love for the Scottish capital. •- 

In this narrative much space has been given to ;y 
Rosebery’s twenty years of close association with the 
mighty Liberal chief. It pervaded the j whole ^ ol ,,j 
. Rosebery’s brief official career, and it was one of lffe s 

... 1 (1852-1930.) Succeeded as 2nd Viscount Esher 1899/ G.C.B., etc. ; V 


p . \ioUiil *XvA r&stf 1 xsxuu* ,w.*.i , .’**X*f. .' . ~ ,.'?< +• 

, •'. '^\*-'*V,'v^:f , w. ■- ,'f f K ;•*’. v f»*r .. '-I/-’ - v »' >'" v *, , j 2 ‘ , 1,^1 o'? ■ *-» V- X;„‘ t **iv v f ^ - i‘~v -, 

Xpii^dni^^ 

X ;H been. due to. the -last ’iappeiaran^^ 

■VOi VT i-t, a* ’ ft m iv/v’ tiiri t.' Hh'fj it 1 /in cmcf in Oil V '"vvh (VI bLl stotvii ' i '■- 



against ;Rosebery as a politician. Lord ■Hendelvwas^a;.'^;«‘’ 
X ' man -of marked ability, and, had his early desire for XA 
i 5j official life been fulfilled, would have been a prQmmefi^.|,'^ 
if^jfi^ure of the Liberal centre, and a follower of Campbell 1 -,;:- |f 
XXBanncrman. As it was, he seems to have takentoovXX 
X'Xsefipusly Mr. Gladstone’s passing allusions toy;his:- : XgX 

•'!' ■. vKJ’^A'wnn/t/ic itnhli Aonl^Artr An onmn fmwfrn rniAcftHTlC-.'', '.'u''!.; 



Xi.Eurbpe * Mr. Gladstone was quite prepared for;.' -XX 

> - vi 'it-ii . ...» ... ... . • . .. . i •» 5 j. a ■aitif'intS'-. 'r'. 



- . the value of European agreement. The unintended 
•Xpeffect' of , Lord Rendel’s book, in spite of.a. meagrO'^f^' 
X;^- allusion to their personal friendship, is a distortion of PiX 

r. .. 1 ^ _i - ^ V p s V,/.:-- - 


havb 'attempted to describe them. Another curious 
^X^todeip-nmy also be noted, 3 where Lord Granville ’;S : MX.x 

X ,v t r>r>r» * _ ’1 “1 j. _ 1.*.. ■_V A* '..i ,'X.:L .X, 


^..'..'supersession in 1886 is ascribed to his speech agaihst^XX 
r ! :X;.the';;®!byal Titles Bill, But Rosebery, who was ^preXXX,:. 
^?.\XfefrOd, also spoke against the Bill. 4 . 

^;^XjI^rA;;.Renders own bias against the Concert. jjXff 
-.explained by his judgment of Rosebery^sX-X; 
^i^mttitude on the Par Eastern Question in 1894.* 

J — in the business XX% 



TJhterfefore, . when China’s dispute ■•with’-dfepan^^i' 
i A:;pver Lorca threatened war, Lord Rendel’s sympathies ;X;. V‘ : 
XnX vcr< l the first. In his book (pp. -258-65) X' X 


X-"* The\Pcrsoiial:Pdpersqf. Lord Rendcl. 


3 Op. Ci(.,i p. 32. : 
4 .See'p, : 00;;.” X 
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China by single action, and Rosebery’s use of the * 

“ effective but cowardly phrase ‘ the paramount duty, - 
of maintaining the concert of Europe.’ ” 1 This is ' 
not the place to discuss the value of Lord RendelV, 
arguments for solitary “ firm and friendly ad wee ” to 
Japan, which would hardly have been taken except as ~ 
veiling a threat . Rut a few years later, after the defeat ■ 
of China, and the gathering of vultures round the prey, J 
Rosebery wrote to Wemyss Reid from his retirement : • - 


Co7ifidential. Mentmore, December SO th, 1897, 

“My deah Reid, 

, . As * to China my main pomt is this : that inyP 
policy was two-fold. 

“ 1. To have Japan on our side. 

“2. To reserve strength for this question and possible t 
occasions of a similar kind. (As it is, we are scattered in . ? 
various wars, which greatly weakens our voice and action.) 

I would have Great Britain hanging like a thundercloud 
over these filibusters : not dispersed in showers 'all over the „ 
Empire. I constantly warned the country of this 1 vast , 
impending crisis, of this Greater Eastern question.” 1 ; ; 


Rosebery’s encomium of Gladstone was his sole, - 
contribution in Parliament during 1898 ; nor, until a > 
startling occurrence abroad later in the year roused ^ 
him to speak, did he utter a word on current politics. ? 
But he delivered a long address on London Govern- 
ment at St. James’s Hall (March 1st). A municipal:, 
election was impending, and Rosebery dwelt on two „*• 
perils of the moment — one, the introduction of party 
politics into municipal life ; the other, the threatened , ^ 
partition of London into a number of municipalities 
exercising most of the County Council’s functions. , 
The transformation of vestries into Borough Councils 4 


1 Among the corrigenda for insertion in The Personal Papers of 
LordBenil appears the folloatag : eh. Vi, p. 250-The ■ Concert Id 
Europe. “ It may he recorded here that on October 10th, 1880, ft 
Gladstone ■wrote to Mrs. Gladstone as follows : ‘It is ^ wot ? ( , 

the European Concert for purposes of justice, peace and liberty,’ 
efficiency and success, which is the great matter at isshe. 

always been the ideal of my life in Foreign Policy. - 1 ’ > ’■ 









..u, 
t' v 


v- londok^tiv^^ ; : ■£ -^L-' - ; y: sss- y 

wis oifcetccl on simple lines in the following year ; : but v 
at tliftt date the discrepancy between the Moderate ;• 
./vote for' tlie Council and the Unionist vote for Par-".' 
;.1iamqnt inode tlic Council/ unpopular among London / 

‘ ; 

//^here//was ; ^. -distribution of medals to the Fire 
^hirigaicir ’’ iif v Vietoiia ,,/ Park. Rosebery’s younger 

' maldng her first public 
IS^eaxinice^ A^at’-Napoleon called “two o’clock in 
the morning courage,” Rosebery said, was the courage 
that every fireman requires and that, he was proud 
.eV&y ‘.liohdon -fireman possesses. 

^Ivttfe hhd spoken on municipal politics earlier in the 
..year at Glasgow (June 23rd), after the People’s Palace 
//vas' opened; / It - was a municipal foundation by that 
centre of collective enterprise, and Rosebery had no 
// cl read: of municipal colie cti vism . On this occasion 
Ji } ,he;weht'-i£iq';far. .'as 'to admit a case of overwhelming 
'■Istreh gtli. in'favour of a man who chose to be a town 
//councillor .rather than a Member of Parliament. For 
;:a' rnoment' the Imperial stop was kept mute. 

//// .Add: in July ;'he -made a rattling defence of the 
London County . Council at the Chairman’s dinner, 
Jydtvelling v6n:’;.itS r i|B^*fesj^nsibilities and its glorious 
ity isvsafe ‘.toysai’ that the gathering 
'^pst'enjbyed'was 'the Eton dinner to Lord 
yCurkuy Lord; Minto, ; and Bishop Welldon, before 

‘ 1 .,'f.llWV +'A ‘i-A 4 - 1 . „ 4 - 



// if • v rca ^ /.feeling just c fitted . the occasion . Such 
A.’iarewells must' not be j o cular, but equally they must 
Spot be/tearfnl, '/ •>» ■' : 

^ tlie. Soudan, of which Rosebery 

a ^ first pght doubtfully, had culminated with 

and but a few 
that Lord Kitchener, 
4fi’\.^yffS/f au ^P va i’ds; ; pp had encountered 

i,^ a ]or Marehandandapartyff om the French Congo at . 
y hasiioda^ wher.e the French flag had been hoisted. : 
’:'y ^ phe;f erritorial ; question were discussed 
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■ - ■' with some temper in Paris and London, and Rosebery 3 
V: : / ,/ thought it his duty to speak out for tlie Government^: 
. • : -This was not splitting the ..party, for Harcourt, little /V 
as lie favoured the British advance, had no patieiice ; 
• • with the French pretensions. •. At the sameVtimc. ^ 

1 v Rosebery’s awakening from a two years’, slumber' might X J 
seem a challenge to the leader in the Commons; : 

Rut on the peaceful ground of. aploughingmatclid; 
/ at Epsom, Rosebery, at a dinner which ^followed,;// 
.. V. spoke of the policy pursued by the Government ; att- : 
Fashoda as the policy declared by Sir Edward Grey ' •; 
in March 1895, for which he was personally responsible, i 
Sir Edward’s speech, it will be recalled , vliad nearly 0 
produced a Cabinet crisis, and its resuscitation at once 
put a match to the “ leadership ” bonfire. t - .v 

And when receiving the Freedom of Perth. (October,/; 
23rd), he delivered a long address on ForeignAffairs./; 
He spoke feelingly of the rescript issued by the young 
Emperor Nicholas of Russia. It was a melancholy 
and humiliating confession that the peace of Europe / 
mainly depended, not on the divine precepts of the;;, 
Christian religion, but on the awe inspired, in [every/- 
nation by the existence of vast armaments,/ He went r 
on to speak of the rec, on quest of the Soudan as a great 
, victory for civilisation. A warm personal ucomplh ; 
‘ ment to Major Marehknd’s enterprise was followed by ; 
a close examination pf the French case, and friendly./,; 
suggestions to Franc/e for a settlement; At tlie Maii-:-. 
sion House banquet/ to Lord Kitchener lie laid most 
h stress on the triumph won by exterminating the 
; menace of Dervish/ rule, and warding off danger not.;. 

: only from ourselvep, but from those neighbours, whose^ 

gratitude we had a right to claim. V' d / ■ ;/.; * 

And before the /year ended he attended a meeting o 

/ ; , . City magnates (If)ecember 1st), again at th e yl a J^ 0T1 
House, in support of the Gordon Memorial _ Coyege. ■ 
The general effect! of all this was to restore : 

active force in public life. The Liberals of tlie ten 
were not likely tm; ignore this, and whem ^ , ' 
December, Sir WilSiam Hareourt solemnly '.resigif 
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- his Icadcrsliip, and Svhen. at the beginning of the next : ; , 
■‘C year, John Morlev also retired, their retreat seemed to . 
Rosebery’s eager followers to bring him nearer the : pp C 
footlights. - For a party whose three most eminent 
Vmembefsliad all said good-bye — -without quite going™: .r.’:.' 'V 
was an anomaly that could not persist. Thoughtful pV'.p 
^;. : ;pjedple»b3diended warm sympathy to CampbeU-Banhdr-)v - ; .p 
; manjii his succession to the leadership of his party- ill • p 
the House of Commons. 

v'i;;':'.Tn almost respects this year 1898 was the most tv. - 
/; uneventful that Rosebery had yet spent. HepaidVpp 
ttshort visits to Naples, first in January, and again ‘at. ’ppp 
. v .Mhitsuntide, when he slept for the first time at. the 
; > villa. c .-He had some delightful outings in the Rondels’,’ %ki‘i 
- '/ -yacht,; and dined with them among the fireflies. .IpA'p-p: 
' : :July- he 'was at Vienna, and greatly interested in an -;; /-', 
.- ' hour’s talk with Baron Kallay. 1 Rosebery, and his ;,v V/ 
•i-ii friend the ever agreeable Ralph Milbanke, so long ‘ ’ 

; l Councillor at Vienna, dined at a small restaurant In ppp 
/ the Exhibition : 


^ At one table Thun the Prime Minister, at another Franz 
iFerdihaiid the Heir Apparent. Neither, I think, destined /-ipl 
rto siye/Austriav” • , : Cvv : i 

After a long fortnight at Gastein he was at Vienna p-^v 
■ again for, a day, meeting Count Goluchowski : " ;; ppr- 

’p- A, pleasant Gallicised Pole, giving one the idea of a goodr-?;' . ,‘ l 
; diplomatist without much power ; short, without dignity, but , 
p; agreeable, unaffected, and unassuming.” . '. ./pppipp 

; . Ifis other foreign expedition was to Amsterdam, oil 
Ferdinand Rothschild’s yacht, with the two boys,', 
for the fine celebrations of the yoimg Queen’s assump- 
:'■/ >tion of the throne. The Rembrandt Exhibition 
;; ; a feature of the. year, and except for the u ~ Night- 
p'AVatcli,;’ Rosebery thought that the best picturqsSV^ 
; ;rtmie from England . Most of the autumn was ; spent 
pin Scotland, including a visit to Mar Lodge, wdiere .5-p?| 

/- ? pi.'.y 1 ;The wdl-known Hungarian statesman and administrator. ; b! dp 
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Hoseberv • : again did; fairly • “ nn i f » '.l- rS/:/ 



gave her host “ one .of the little rings that Frecfcricb;;) 


the Great gave to his friends, with a little portrait of : ; 

himself. A nbnrmirtrr mff ” */-’ V ‘ C ' v» '>• '/ 


^ A charming gift.” ;;v }■:; 

: The short list of contemporary close friends gray " 
shorter at the end of. the year. In, September • : 
, Christopher Sykes had a seizure, and. after ;liiigerihg C 
on for three months he died. He had always been 4 
" favourite comrade of Rosebery’s, especially in Parish / 
where there was unusual leisure for strolling and quiet i;, 
talk of old days. “He was ‘never in the way, and.-., 
never out of the way,’ as Charles II said Of Godol--., 
phin,” was Rosebery’s epitaph for him. Two days 
later a still heavier blow fell. As Rosebery arrived ■ 
at Mentmore from a very pleasant week’s shooting/; 
with Lord Derby, he was handed two telegrams/:,, 
“ one from Ferdy, saying he was rheumatic and could: 
not come to Mentmore to-day — the other from his;- 
butler saying he was dead.” 

Ferdinand Rothschild’s attachment to Rosebery, . 
and its full return, have already been noted.;/ The 
fun of his frequent letters ; his extraordinary / judgy/' 
ment of works of art ; his cosmopolitan knowledge 
combined with a complete adaptability to-Fnglish/:. 
life ; a certain sensitiveness not unlike Rosebery’s 
the memory of his warm friendship, for his// 


own 


^cousin Hannah — all these sharpened the pang of liis; , 
loss. //'■^.//■;i /;•• 

. After the refusals of Sir William Harcourt ; 
John Morley to take an “ active and responsible j 
in the formal counsels of the heads of the Liberal 
Party,” Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman was elected 
leader in the House of Commons. Rosebery cordially 
■ approved ; and the new chief made a popular start . 
on the green benches. But neither of liis colleagues 
■had .actually retired from politics. Moiley was, .. 
beginning to be immersed in the Life- of Gladstone. 


but he opposed the Government on the Soudan 

_ v.. o - . -> - ■> -> • - Hi -i-./the -- 


■Question in February and found himself./ in . tfi* 




A’!b" ' £li>»'Ki«f. fVV .'-Sif T?. (Gwv;nnrl 



; HO 


as usual he did. not entirely appreciate.^;;-; 
v^t.t’Ke' • dolour' iliat the public would place on his appajpetdf : ';;d 

The City Liberal Clubc-^1 


^presumption 'of activity, 
t'dddmed' bn. May 5th, and Rosebery presided. 
r'.f^ppbhed-'with a threnody over recent losses ; WiHiam 
'^;;Rogers7~ u If I had to seek anywhere for an embodi- i:,/d 
v’-'fr ; mfeht! of what I think true Liberalism in mind and 
;;d-dspint is } X should think of Mr. Rogers ” ; Lord Hef-./'/vi- 
d:t; ! scbell-7-“ I have come to the deliberate conviction that Xivd 
'S';iv-M ! '-was', the -first public servant of his country .-at the . 
■ddtime when he died”; and Thomas Ellis, a loss like,^.4;|. 
: df-that of Francis Horner or Charles Buller — “ There was - ■-•'y* 
^■;Lapmething in the lofty purity of that spirit which *7$ 
-impressed , everybody with whom he came mto ! '; : :-;>' 
■df Contact, every party, every class, every section of the\V"K 
v; dcommunity.’’ He congratulated Campbell-Banner*^"'^ 
5| ; -mait:prt the cordial spirit he had spread in .the^^d! 
dV';’f strife, . and. then made tolerably direct appeal tpJthed ^^V 
d^^?beral X3pionists, and gave w advice to politicians ” 

■;v^to Constitute a new party to embody all the elements 
^twhich 1 ; existed in the Liberal party before 1886.'. • 

'(Viv bnwlMTlpfinll flin nlr] T-iKonol onimf irnfli XIia 1 ‘;-V? 


Ft^neW;cImperiai spirit, and for the larger patriotism^ 
;>iwhidh^\%hen large issues are presented, makes : aibj;^'/ 
^ if parties;, sink- their differences. ' , 

•^.^v'His; friends had no idea of leaving him- alone. 



The.;. same old story as with E. Grey and : Fowler; 
: :-j;pq&tyohfe-in.' t |eply : . •_ • ; • ; 

definitely resigned in 1896. ■ 

iny ./resignation was sincere, solemn -'iand';/not^; : -^;^- 


;fi;'*^;;;Tliat,hpthiiigbut some unsuspected crisis-'cbuld x bkag^- 

/'me •• 










: ■ 4i. That if’ I came ba.dc now-L sliould not bring peace^- 

but a sword. OW and.dominarit rivalries and enmities would 

• revive; : ' , :■;)'[ V: ’ ' • v V-- . •••• }-r f ';r ? : : .y ■ 

> 5. Whereas now all . is for the best in the best possible 
of : worlds, — bye-elections going well, party united, etc:” 


.V v : : if- v Meanwhile, the South African trouble, the history | 
; ^ of which. is not part of this biography, was becoming 

more menacing. Tempers were hardening on both i 
sides, and the protagonists, Chamberlain and Milner : 
h and fKruger, utterly different as they -* werd, ; -'3yei?e : 'iio''; 5. 

. , experts in the art of conciliatory firmness, /' The only • 
is* 'inevitable wars are wars for which people.prepafey 
and this was one of them. Rosebery’s . part in the;:; 
drama ‘will be set forth later. Again.- in this year y 
r .'t •-".'-■‘•'he was silent in the House of Lords. - That -HoiiseJ 
> . A however, took a rather comical share in a matter of i 
direct concern to Rosebery. In the last days of liisv 
v ; Government of 1895 a statue of Oliver CromweU was i 


’officially promised. There were loud protests .m theV;:' 
i' ; : House of Commons, especially from Irish members 
:;.:.mindful of Drogheda, and to avoid unseemly con-;. 
-itroversy a private person offered to bear tlie cost of v 
v" 4 '/*”': " the statue. It was an open secret that this ^ersoii'i 
'... was Rosebery himself. Then came a battle over the • 

• i. . site, the acceptance of the statue having been eoii- . • 
'••':•• : : firmed by the Conservative Government; One act of . 

f the comedy was played in the House, of Lords, where^j: 
a protest against the erection of the statue without ; 
•:fi. the sanction of Parliament was carried byi siy.Peei’ 8 ; ; 
^ - f against four members of the Governmept; .. .The..; 
statue was unveiled without ceremony on Noveniber... 

. 14th, and a crowd filled the Queen’s HaU in the evem 
ing when Rosebery was surrounded by a band o 
'' Liberal Peers and Members of Parliament; 'vRosegery^ 
noted the curious paradox that Beiiiini’s bust o 
Cromwell had been accepted by the presentGoyern-;:, 
f ip v merit and placed in the very heart of: the . Hpuse o ^ 
i . : Commons. He went on to explain, _ not to deten^ , 
Cromwell’s Irish policy and the King’s^ exeeptip / 

V i; sketched the tributes paid by many critics j jo • 






/SPEECH ON CROMWELL 



of them ho.^yihpatHiS'ers/^tii the . Protector’s -/policy 'i: : / - 
/Cromwell “■ was a . great soldier, . a great ruler, and 
U-ja^grcat.' maihtaincr. . 'of - : British power and influeiice r ; 

: ahrdadi /Bosebery dwelt lovingly on this last Imperial /; -! 

aspect of the hero. Then he passed to Cromwell’s. ; 

• ' spiritual side, to the unfair charge of hypocrisy, and ??*' 
in conclusion to the present need of a Cromwell,: who -'• 

■/. would mot be the same in externals, but — , . 


y.,: .'//.//“.He would be strenuous, he would be sincere. He would . 
??/ not: compromise with principles. His faith would be in ■•'? 

God and in freedom, and in the influence of Great Britain 
\vy?as‘ ' promoting, as asserting both.” ■ V' 

/•/■ /.This was one of Rosebery’s best addresses, on , a ' 
rlevel of uniform eloquence. His temporary absteri-: 

? y - tion from party warfare seemed during the last year ? 
v or two to give colour to his social or literary speeches, ' 
probably because he was less physically tired. Arid ■•? 
' ■ ,- . / he began to be thought of as a public orator, able to 
•■.: speak for the nation because no longer a party chief. V 

. . But it will appear later how strictly this conception , 

1 • : - of him was limited . ... ?? . “ v 

?'? k ' ; The Conservative Government, with one of tliosp y, 
///impulses that dignify British public life, had: nomin? ??, 
ri ; r.ated . J<. B. Balfour, a Liberal cx-Minister, to the ■*?>• 
. highest judicial post in Scotland, that of Lord Fresh/?. 

• '// ''"dGnt of the Court of Session. His farewell to politics '. >*. ; 
* ^ was honoured at the Scottish Liberal Club (November;?; , 

; ?? , 27th) : and Rosebery as Chairman remarked that he , | 
k.ijy?, 4 have liked, in spite of missiles that might have .. -v' ; 
; been thrown at him, to propose the toast of Her/ :;. 
'? /-'/^’Majesty’s Government in gratitude for then’ generous?/? 
y act. He referred to the dinner oL three/,. 
? : ,? before, and to the universal goodwill shown to 1 ..":/ 
who, in a career of nine-and-thirty yriaxs,??/ 

; . never bartered or in any way compromised >liis : ;. f 

No appointment of his own, Rosebery? ? 
??/ ; ^ ^nidy.had ever given him the pleasure that this did. . ; 

v- v . Before this (May 17th), the Northbrook; Society??, 
/ ?;? entertained Lord Elgin in London, and it fell to ?? 
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Rosebery to propose the returned Viceroy's health % 
He was able to. praise with justice Elgin’s . patient £ 
calmness in confronting the difficulties of war, plague 
and famine. He described the frontier as a cactus-'': 


hedge. 


“ Absolutely impervious to those who .wish tb enter it;. ::: 
but eminently undesirable if you wish to make it a seat to 
occupy.” • • , • -/ v iXX£ 


He had also presided at the annual dinner of: the/ •: 
Civil Service (October 26 th), and at an excursion of : 
Caledonian Railway servants to Carlisle.; He re-X 
ceived the Freedom of Bath, where he unveiled . ’ 
tablets to the memory of Chatham and William Pitt, 
and sketched their history with his usual /diligent 
accuracy. Chatham’s connection with Bath was the 
closer, and Rosebery devoted to him the bulk of his v 
speech. He concluded his eulogism with-:, X 


“ I regard Mr. Pitt as the first Liberal Imperialist. . i * 
I venture to think, — I may be wrong, — in ten years’ perhaps-) 
you will remember my prophecy, — I believe the -party., of 


Liberal Imperialism is destined to control the destinies of 
this country.” XXXXX 


A pleasant incident of this visit was a stay at ; Wells 
with Bishop Kennion, the appointment of Rosebery’s 
short premiership. . . . ; : \ \ 

The following letter has its human interest : • : 


To Dr. Randall Davidson. ■ 

VOppH'l 38 Berkeley Square, May 9% 

. “ My deah Bishop, • -..XX'"- V : : 

“I am only just recovering from the stupefaction pro* 
duced by yesterday’s proceedings, but I must write: you. a 
line to wish you joy of your move and your speech. 1 I only. 


1 On May Stli, 1900, the Bishop of Winchester made a long speech 
urging the desirability of legislative effect being given to such ox 
recommendations of the final Report of the Royal Commission 
Liquor Licensing Laws as were common both to the' “ . -v‘ 

.the “Minority ” Reports. XX •’ - 






, , 'nf. ihhft • shfinhiiii as t bad "to- so arid sCG rnv 



criticism , .... 

: breathless an d hurried j a pause /or .two would have beeii an 
.dmprb^emeiit.' Archbishop Tait: you will, remember, whs 
quite , at the other extreme. Speaking in the House of 
f !;Jjords/whexd. every auditor gives the impression of profound 
-pweanness: and boredom, one is apt to hurry in order to 

• release a' suffering audience. I know you will forgive my 

presumption. . _ - . 

• Was diverted at bearing a prime minister speak of a 
v motion brought forward by a Bishop and amended by a 
.primate as a ‘fraud and a wile.’ 

• \ “Y. sincy, . 

_ “ AR.” 


5ok,Rc>sebery had hired the Duke of Sutherland’s yacht ' 
r 'x- Catania and spent a few days at Naples and more at ; _ 
;.;;-Messina v He went on to Greece, and to Constants '• ffx, 
.VAhople, .where a curious dilemma confronted him; • : 

The Sultan, the infamous Abdul Hamid, had got wind 
y^of liis ' arrival ; carriages and aides-de-camp met the " v . ; v 
•v^yabhtf.. • Rosebery told the Ambassador, Sir .Ni Vy< 
V.yO’ Conor,, that he could accept no favours from the :: : A 
. . Sultan, and would not see him. The Ambassadof 
.bjwastdisniayed ; but finally a message was sent that. '• T'CU} 
:’Vllbsebefy begged to be allowed to remain a private - V 
'.fbouristiv - A series of elaborate 'pourparlers ensued. ' 

; :TuHcish Ministers, who could not dine out without % 

; : tlie|Sultan’s leave, were forbidden to meet Rosebery. 
,:.;unless he agreed to come to the palace ; one of them, -. 
ywho.'inanaged to see him, pleaded that this insult yb 
.• ; >|ypuld= drive- the Sultan into the arms of Russia. \Tt5e 
£ was ; a -painful interview, but Rosebery, asserting tbab -^ '^.5 
Iche'ivas.a private individual, remained obdurate," and^/-;-,^v ;f 
•ynprely pending .a message that he was mvemeniffgm4l'P^:^u 
-•j^|;'.P&aisters had been refused permission to.;meetCyy : ^y7 
: Inirf at dhmer, steamed out of the harbour. ■. 

■; Rbs‘ebefy ? s sons were finishing their delightful Eton V* 
exis'tencej, and his younger daughter’s marriage ; ;in^\ ^ifrX! 
::^i^.^dc';-the'‘fi3rst break in the family 


tfa'k ' , h- 1 -' ^ MdV> k " •?' *4v > -v -V 


V^'iV; y£ K- tA' The .'South -Afric^^^^ 

■Vf ; When ,.: Presideiit: ^Kruger’s f 
October 1899 made war certain, Roseber y. felt himself^ 

• absolved from his rule of silence - ;^At: the Pitt cele^ 
brations at Bath (October 26th;; 1899) he; maintained^ 
that it was no moment for criticism ; time for : thM^ 
when the war should be over. ; He examined 
length the incident of Majuba Hill and the “ sublime , ' 
experiment ” of Mr. Gladstone in making peaeent it S 
was an attempt to carry into international policy ; the Jf 
principles of the Gospel itself ; but it was also duedo;;; 
Mr. . Gladstone’s conviction, only reahsed ; hypiiisri 
intimates, that the overpowering might of England 
permitted action which weaker countriesvcouldnofy 
take. But the terms had been regarded as proof .of 7 ; 
weakness, and, were their author here, he would-hotg 
contemplate the grant of such terms 
might think this a small war, but no wars are small. A; : i 
A day or two later, at Edinburgh, he bade farewell 
to the Scots Greys and the Gordon Highlanders,'; and •• 
again spoke of an inquisition after the war, but urged J 
present support to those who had the dhectioni pb;;:; 
affairs. ' •" 



At Chatham (January 23rd, 1900), when the eyes ^ : 
of the country had been partly opened to tlie inagni-A 
tude of its task, he dwelt on its most formidable;., 
character. This was not merely because of Jhefeceiit;:;; 
reverses, but because we had lost the sympatliy^oL; 

• .. Europe and also much of our prestige. But that;. ; 
y- > would be recovered, secured by our Nav} 7 and • our,. ;• 

possession of capital. But we must employ, the ; ;; 
. scientific methods which we had rejected. - In the y 
r 'House of Lords (January 30th and' February -15 th) y 
he repeated his hope that investigation wolildupe:;;: 
. j/ deferred ; but in the debate on the Army proposals 

• i / ^of the; Government he declared that the Government. •• 
y had never been in time. Lincoln’s first: demand- ia y 
>;y.'tHe/Civil' War was for 5,000 men, and by the time tliq; ,• 
y i war was over . the United States had- put t^yo-anci:..:; 



V ; 1 90 Ol -'y ® : : ^ J ^ v- ^ d5 \ 

f '■'■■ three-quarter millions in the field. ; The Government 
£•/. had -no notion how the feeling of constant danger was , 
■ : present to the minds of. the people. ; .'. • ‘-i y-i . 

;• * RdselicryV -View of the situation was simple, ;aiid; 
•:. certainly was that of many thoughtful people in 
; ^Britain. One minority considered the war a sheer, 
if ■ -iniquity, an orgy of greed and violence. Another, at 
the opposite pole, thought nothing too bad for the 
. .. .Boers, a tribe of psalm-singing hypocrites who de- 

■ .served to lose the gold mines they were too stupid to 
exploit. A third held that Chamberlain and Milner 

: had displayed all possible skill and patienee in he- : 
f ' .gotiating with such an impossible opponent as Presi-- 
( ; dent Kruger, and that the war was inevitable. 
Rosebery had, of course, thought the raid a senseless 
blunder, but he both liked and admired Cecil Rhodes, 
who was often his guest. He was not disposed to 
think, hardly of such a Napoleonic Imperialist. ‘ And 

■ he resented the hue-and-cry let loose against Dr. 
-Jameson, whose personal qualities made it difficult 

f : not to turn a half -blind eye to his solitary lapse. 
Years afterwards when “ the Doctor ” died, Rosebery 
wrote to his brother : •" 




• “I have lenown few people if any so irresistibly attractive. 

. of affection as your brother. It was I think his eyes — the : 
cybs of an affectionate dog I used to call them and there can 
0 . . ; v Scarcely be higher praise — that first impressed one, combined 
■ - with the good-natured humour of the mouth. These lured f ^ 

, . one past the externals to know the man, and when one ki«iwV;vf ; 

the man one realised at once the noble and generous charaetcr ; J. 
-'Which has fascinated so many thousands. I was most fm- ;:'V , .*, ; 
-'f .pressed. by him when I went to see him in prison and found ..y..; 
' •' .furn the same cheerful unchanged unsubdued ‘ doctor A' .’ yx 
. .Oriewould have trusted him readily with one’s life or any-.y' ';'; ; ' ; 
v* ; thing else— rone could ‘ draw at sight ’ upon his face.” g", 

fy,/. Rosebery was not specially bound to any of the 
| 'Principals in the Government camp. He had alivays ' .r'y - 
;l>qen y friendly with Chamberlain but nothing' more ^ 
.•.-iy-and .though he appreciated, as everybody musty .the' 

. r, ( llsyiltctidn of Milner’s intellect and charactlap/.iievwas': y>V 5 
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in no way under the Balliol spell in the maimer of two:/ 
or three of the Liberal imperialists. He tHought that 
negotiations with the Trans vaal Govcinmejit bad been ; 
sadly mismanaged, and that in a sense Milner. -was : 
greatly responsible for the war. But, as has been:'; 
noted, he wished to defer all criticism ; until victory;^ 
was complete. A stricter partisan, as he recognised, 
would regret that roughness or clumsiness in ne- 
gotiating, insensibility to the opponent’s, case, even , 
neglect of military preparation, would all be forgotten;-- 
when the day was won. But it would be a greater. ? 
misfortune to hamper victory by untimely .criticism./- 
The only hope of discouraging future carelessness, or,./ 
mismanagement lay in drastic inquiry when peace : 
was attained. From the first it was the hue of- the. % 
Unionists to denounce all Liberals as enemies ; of their,- 
country. Even the Imperialist wing could , not escape. ,- 
Some of these, curiously enough, believed that 
annexation of the two Dutch republics woulLnot he -. 
necessary ; while most Liberals of the Gentre, sueb. as 
Campbell-Bannerman, and even some of the Lett, liKe,- 
John Morley, saw from the first that it wasuneyxtabgni 
Rosebery himself had no doubts on this, point. . 

The strange publication of the recriminatory, bpioU y- 
Kop dispatches in April was hotly debated yin.- o..^. 
Houses. Rosebery bitterly assailed the Government 
for washing dirty linen in the presence of the worn.-/. • 

“ Mr. Gladstone once said to me of a statesman now, dead,.. 

and whom I shall not name, that he was °^ a . c0 ^Jl )l n,Uctntv' : 
which water would add strength. I am afraid thatniswry^ 
will write that epitaph on His Majesty’s Government, ^ 

The war progressed without repetition of.the 
reverses, and the spectacular occupation ot the 
capitals created the illusion that it was drawing 
close. There was a discussion in the House„of v . 
(July 28th) on the military strength of Lnglm d; . 
relation to the continent of Europe, In 

sanction the Commander-in-Chiei s par 
: debate was blamed by Rosebery ; and 








idea,' on the ot.yjpus 

' S ” 3$- tbe officer Would . become a 

partisan, and was stung to sharp re P" m S d s ^ d : S 
: iolf] . friend’s methods of criticism, In his .second..,,. 
-soeecfrRosebery carefully abstained from pei*sonal-. ; . t ^ 
C ities, and made a good point by the grander tliab 
:? five years ago the then Opposition had declined, to 
t take the Secretary of State for War as the mouthpiece. ., 
{ bf his. experts, but had turned the Government out. 
d There- 'vras no division, but the sense of the House , 

< , was.' rather with Lansdowne on this single question, 
d though the War Office was not winning many laurels ; v 

just then. . ,,j v: 

1 ^ Parliament was dissolved in the middle ot Septem-r 
x. her. --'The “ Khaki Election” was an undisguised, 
€party manoeuvre, and it met with all success. The 
.Government, which had lost rather more than the;; 
■>; .customary number of by-elections, found itself a ; 

shade stronger than at the dissolution. * •; 

%:?• : - .Wlieh the Address was moved in the House of Lords, 1 . 

• “ the close of the war in South Africa ” was the theme ; 
;• - : of the Government representatives. Lord Kimberley.; 

? ^disposed - of that pretension, and when Rosebery’s yi 
X turn eamehe devoted himself to a fierce denunciation;,. 

-of.uW.Lhis Canton election 5 ’ for which no cause or,,, 
V -Leas on; would ever be given. Above all, he resented 
•./fheicfyHliat every Liberal vote was a vote “ sold 
V;, or ‘ -given ” to the Boers. What an encouragement ; 
l^tbithemvfcliat some forty-five per cent, of the voters ;; 
vi-fhad- taken their side. There was Mr, Charles Rose 1 . .; 
;; ; : af Keiymafkct, who had lost two sons in the war in v 
yxwffich the; third was fighting. Placards were put up C 
.;,;aU over ;tlie constituency representing him as helping;,' 

down the British flag, with remarks 
Utao,. scurrilous- to mention. “That was a tragic; : 
^imperialist indeed l , There is a Nemesis attending '; 

• ’ • He also spoke caustically of 
1 (1647-1913.), • M.P. 1903-13. Or. Baronet-1909; .v >•.£» %■: 




’•! .1' r ’ 




ignored-; the main indictments in: the speech, ahd ; .dii ; i 
little but rerrinvlr that whmr . ) 


but remark that when Rosebery : had; rdcdh- 

4-U^ 1 YS„ ,7- .< ’ - -i-.i 1 .• .{.‘.n-Y- "V.' 



This was a fair taunt enough, Though it :;was no C 
answer to Rosebery’s charges. - The fact remained^ 
and remains, that the election of 1900, ' and tlie.': 
methods whereby it was won, mark the least creditable 
chapter in sixty years of British- : p^oliticai.;iisb^f| 
Rosebery wrote to a friend in OctdbCT.:^“:Rhe^er|t 
remember dirtier work done than 'at 'this'-'eiedtion^^ 
But the Opposition was shattered into^aglepil^ 
three fragments, roughly represented by ; Rosebery, 
Campbell-Bannerman, and Harcourk 

The Liberal Imperial Council was formed inTOOly; 
with Lord Brassey as Chairman andvMr, Robert^ 
Perks 1 as one of its Vice-Chairmen. It was composed 
of Rosebery’s followers, but he did npt;beiQngdp:k|; 
himself. He wrote to Perks (June 29"tli, vl&bl) 


- “The less your new party is tainted witliTlosebeiyisin^ 

' the better. My conviction is that I had better, •reiiiaip' ^ 
J I am and take no part. Later on as an\ihde.ppnde#_;-^|;- 
;.v ; \ f . adjutor I may or may not be of use.” , • ' ?(::•'£ 

- Since Rosebery’s resignation Mr. Perks had 

1 'i ; / v • y 'one of his frequent correspondents v and'W^s'beepmih|j'. 

' one of his most trusted lieutenants .> ’Tlie, blend ;; _o^ 
sturdy Nonconformity with generous; Imperial^ehtn; 
' ment appealed directly to Rosebery’s heart^Tbdpl 
" head also, because he found an ally against dhatlarge^ 
XT'.; Nonconformist section to which; the;^rvin^t^ 
simply unjust aggression from first to /last.; . 

The -war had taken a guerilla aspect . ;>^iere ; Va^nn.f 
; attempt to treat the Boers as francs-tifeitr$ oUraide-tu^ 
conventions of warfare, but it was considered neecs-.^ 


T y. ^ 'i‘b.1849. 
■; Conference. , 


Civil Engineer ; M.P. 2 802-1 910 ; President of Wcsleya?/ 
Cr. Baronet 1908. - \ ^ TTTTTfT 








: ‘‘>JjETIIODS' OF BARBARISM ” 
sary to combat them by methc 
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r. methods equally irregular 

± ’ ‘ jiii ll JS ^ ..J ~ •!*/ 4 



;ft' l-massing: ; :of;; women ; and - children in concentration 
x : v c;imps;f-' The heart-scarchings of the Liberal- party 
^;%tc^me:iyleeper.; ;.;Qn - June 14th, 1901, ShHenry 
^'iCihnpbeU-Bahnerhian made his famous speech at a 
if 'f dinner ;giyen ,by- the National Reform Union ; ‘pWhehy 
^r^£feiia--^ay'--ribt a war ? When it was carried oil by 
k§ime^^oLba^barism in South Africa.” This phrase 
-was ;,of course seized on as an attack on the humanity 
P bfndiir , soldiers, whom the speaker should have 
y i;expressly -exonerated before he used it, instead , of 
:: doing so later in the House of Commons.: One 
Jiundfed and fourteen members of the City Liberal' 
b- iClhbi'atked': Rosebery to address them, but ; he pre-.i 
Vibferiyd' to .begin by a written reply, which appeared -iri 7 
yWfte'PTmesi :r In this he reiterated his determination l 
>Jnpbife)return to party politics. His line of conduct 
simp^ obvious, and loyal, so it had been called? 
^•'jinyikeriptisv y -There was a great Liberal force ..in the 
? country, .but it must make up its mind about the.; 
fi^war.fhHeutihiity and an open mind made, up aty 
i^jmjp^isibleifai^itude. . The war - was either just -or., 
| vT&just^he 1 methods either uncivilised or legitimate.:; 

g.u.t this was riot -a, transient difference of opinion.. ■= :It 
F v^asbbased pii : a. sincere fundamental and incurable. 
•ji-^mtBigdmsm of principle with regard to the Empire at : 
^Mlafgd iaiid diir. consequent policy . One school or the;; 
jVlpthermust'prcyail if the Liberal party was once more 
% ; fo;become a jorce.; A party cannot be conducted on 
bp the principle of Issachar . . H ■ V-p 

■b ;-’:' The; lctter was followed by a speech to the; Club 

whirl i dimlArtdrl d nrl , nl nrl T-T n rttViinHKr ’ 


v ,i' ' ••• >77Xr „• ^ ; ^*^ v *****’ L ' J -** i ^ J -}^ - muu xi v/jlxav 

i^f/ih^d^tionfiil Reform Union. He thought That ■ 
? - po Government ha d . ever crowded such a. . frightful 
' Assembly,, of errors, bof weaknesses, and of wholesale 
blunders into its history as had : this Government; 


. .f’j' .> 


c-n~l5'; : 
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Two later sentences stuck in the ihemories; of icare^ ; 
.and readers You start . with a eteah 'glate 
regards those cumbersome programmes with 
you- were overloaded: in the past,’*; - and ,‘ c T 
nloueh mv furrow alone That •is', rmr- ilafti&e ft "v 


that furrow it is possible that I may find myself not:® 
alone.” - ’ ; v' ; . V'-; ^ . ^* s ^ 

There had been a party meeting at the; ;EeforisiC)5 
Club a week before, at which CampbeU-Baimermari ; 
had lamented “ pers onal antagonisms’ 5 and ; had 


had lamented “ pers onal antagonisms, ’ ’ and ; I had if' 
received a vote of confidence from all sections; Tt $ 


was clear that Rosebery’s closest allies tliougM'his K 
declaration of the fundamental, 1 cleavage inythey 
Liberal party somewhat untimely.';® .. 

. The whole tale of the dissensions that racked thea t 
: Liberal party, with the rival banquets known as ‘‘ war y 
to the knife and fork,” is adihirably'-toldl^t 
Spender’s Life of Sir Henry Camybdl-Bamernimi , ' 
who was the unhappy central figure in the contro- 
versy. Rosebery was not allowed to remain out of 
the fray, but he was no willing participants ? Perhaps 
he erred in associating, as he did, criticism of the 
Government’s war policy with . indifference to® lie 
future of the Empire, and in’- not distinguishing 
publicly between those Liberals who thought tlig war 
and its conduct a blunder and those who thought 
them a heartless crime. But he felt compelled to 
stand by the Imperialist creed in its entirety, and on 
the platform it is impossible to refine indefinitely. 
He, could not feel sure which way duty p°hited.. ; 
Perks, who wrote to him at Gastein of the needoi a 
leader, he replied (July 25th),:. . 


“You are, as I, always tell you, fighting for,a;caiisyiiO : 
for. a man. '. I, having retired, am neither in P9^ -1^ ? 
come forward nor to speak on behalf of: fheXibCTal.pakJi 
though this does not imply that I may, not be of , use. ijtgg’p 


. •Consequently, as the year was closing, and peace 
with: 'Dutch South Africa still seemed;, distant^rhe 



accepted an invitation to speak at Chesterfield. The > 

• ; / occasion was announced some time beforehand, to the; 1 : \ , ' ' • . 
annoyance; oi the anti-war leaders, i In some respects - • • ; 
Rosebery’s. task was delicate'... Some of his' closest, :-. 

. friends, he thought, had gone too far in their canonisa- 
:i, : tion ; pf ;^lilner 3 and their blunt determination to pursue ; ; {. ' C 
• the war to a,', finish at any cost. He spoke for;. two )■ 
hours, and more than half of the speech was devoted , ; ( • 
r ^ftp; theLwat, its preliminaries, and the hopes for its 
"■- [■ednclusion., He began by blaming the Government 
ifVfor their. heavy-handed diplomacy and their blindness , . . ' 
v' ;pyer. -the Boer armaments. The General Election of . ; 

1900, lie said, had struck deeper at the roots of 
; ; political morality than anything within his political ' 

; '^recollection. He derided Lord Halsbury’s phrase of 
'^.“a sdrt of warfare” in South Africa. He defended, . 
i; Voh! the . whole, the methods of concentration camps . 
;V.\ahd : of: martial law. He then came to peace policy. 

He protested to the utmost of his power against 
.'■^Milner’s declared intentions of avoiding any settle-*/;/#^ 
ment with the enemy. He begged the Government 
to recall the resistance of the United Netherlands 
", y v against : Spain, and the history of Lord North’s ; .... . 
Pi;admihistfation. Rosebery proceeded to offer two y. \ 
suggestions to the Government. The first, of Which 
nothirig caihe directly, was a picturesque sketch ofa'A- 
, fortuitous meeting between a British representative , v: 

‘ and a representative of the exiled Hutch Government; : v 
. The second, of which the wisdom was proved by the y 7 
event, was the negotiation of peace by Lord Kitchener,- : 

A ..iiqk'Ry. "the ; present High Commissioner or by one A A , 
specially sent out. There had been a fierce clamour 
.from the Left for Milner’s recall, and to this Rosebery ; 
iL'^ould'ndt' assent. He was for as full an amnesty as .. . : < 
possible, for lavish generosity in re-stocking farms / A; ; - 
;; -/and. appeasing the remains of civil rancour. We were" : ' ■■ "A 
. : . bound, he said, to the Boers — ' A ■, , • :A; AA;A 

Letter; or worse, ; in a permanent, inevitable and fateful’ V 
> .1 want to bind, to heal, not to keep' opeaaAAA' 
? ;fhe;moii^l.;wbund which; is being caused by this .war.’” AA.. -AA; 
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After summarising his policy, he continued, “.what '.I v. 
r'$ can do to fm’ther it I will do.” Those on the platform 
, . : / sprang, • to /' their-' Jfeet ■ and . • waved / their ; hats , //for it ; 

sounded like a resumption of leadership. lie went 
. : • ; oh to remind them that his policy did nht run oh party 
lines, but he appealed not to the party but to the . 
country. . 

Rosebery developed his theme of pacification at 
Liverpool early in the following year;(Febmary i4th)h/-i' 
His allusion to a fortuitous meeting of negotiators had p'T 
been ridiculed by people ignorant of history. 1 . ; 

' : A Dutch Minister had now come over unofficially, ';'; 

and there was a possibility of conversations with • 

. Boer delegates. Rosebery never felt certain,/he;,ob-;,/ 
served, that a wise statesman could not have con-, v; 
eluded peace with General Botha in March of last . • 


'year. .p ,• 

■ When, in . the early summer of 1902, the peace of ; 

• Vereeniging was concluded by Lord Kitchener; with ; 

; , v General Botha, the settlement followed in; broad 
/ ’ outline the conditions for which Rosebery had boh-: 
tended. ' ; 


/ The sensation caused by the Chesterfield speech was . 
•;,/ not only due to the South African pronouncement. : V 
The ope nin g passages asserted the doctrine "of the 
clean slate” and urged that the “ fly-blown phy- • ; 
W lacteries of the Liberal Party” should be put aside.- f 
, : The general effect, however, was to induce Campbell- v 
Bannerman to open negotiations, j and he -went to;-. 
v . luncheon in Berkeley Square. His impressions orthe 
, conversation and of Rosebery’s attitude are. set ; ; out.^. :- 
in his Life, 3 Rosebery’s in a memorandum jotted dowii 
' at the time: . 


. 1 The instances he had in mind were the conclusion pme.Tnp^ 
Treaty by the Abb6 Dubois under Louis XV and Mr. . Oswald s.secre^. : . 
V negotiations in Paris in 1783 for peace with our insurgent, colonies. - 
■ *’•■'. 1 " '"sn tjnnnormnn top nrp tnlfl . obiected to ’ this metaphor on 
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CAMPBELL-BANl^ y 

yy :,-:'v^4’' v ; T'H;.-'/ ■■;.'= y\7 i, y .London, ;I3ecem6cr 23rd, X90i.: .;; 
y. •/, ; th6 vCjbapc^Kqyai’. C.-Baniier- \ 

- ■ inan called on . me leaving - ;a card followed up By a note, s? 
expressing a wishyto . see me. ,. So.X asked him to luncheon . 

'^ruck'jne'as much changed (I had? riot seen him.-'. 

; ; {for'ihahy" months). - He had lost, his tranquil arid portly; ease, j 
scehied aged "and shrunk and irritable (for him)... He Began V : 
' , .talking about substantial agreement &e. and I somehow fell 
A )at once into Irish Home Rule and stated definitely that I; y 
y. could have h othing further to do with Mr. Gladstone’s policy,; 1 ., 
i ..that much, had happened since 1892 including the Irish-Local ; , 
y. .-Government Bill and my own experience at the F.O. What 
.; I had then seen of the working of the Austro-Hungarian arid 
. Swedish-Norwegian systems had made me feel that I could 
never , be a party to introducing anything of the kind in Great 
■= Britain. • 

; iy . This rather disconcerted C.-B., as he had just declared - 
' t' hlmtelf at Dunfermline in favour of Irish Home Rule. , He ;■ 
tried tdsof ten down my declaration, but I was emphatic., Vy.y 
. “ As to the war, we dwelt chiefly on ‘methods of bar- . 

; - ebafism;’. fHe declared that the effect of this fatal ' phrase :? 
j> - on foreign opinion had been recently manufactured by The \ 

; Tiiiics, I instanced as per contra its effect on me when X •' 
was alone at Gastein. I took occasion to speak my- regret .; 
y at the Holbom restaurant dinner, the speech which he then 
/y,; made,' and the- company amid which he had deliberately, ' 

\ , r - placed , himself j To this he said nothing and offered: no-, * 
explanation. He gave me the impression of not being very;:':.': 
yv- ; proud of it. He spoke however with complacency of his y, 
. yy recent tour in Devonshire and Lancashire, and with , great yy 
bitterness, (quite unlike him) of the ‘ rebellion ’ attempted in- 
yyi Scotland whieh had been ‘put down and squashed out by.;, 
f ; 1 our Xellqws.’, ; He named Haldane and Munro Ferguson with , . 
o-. .peculiar asp6ritj r . yf,- yy 

“ Xlnfeirred that union between his section and Asquith’s. 
was more remote than ever. (More especially as the same 
-'k evening’ Haldane proposed himself at Mentmore and . spoke -, 

' wi th an acrimony which could scarcely he exceeded of C.-B.) 

, y ended by. acknowledging, in reply to my, .remark yV 

l Mr.jhstifichtibri::; of Asquith • 'that lie (C.-B.) had, definitely. yi 
thrown himself into the arms of the Pro-Boer section, that/ : 
>. his private opinions': had always been, with that section. :: 
y\{This I; had. never doubted.) "■ y' y ., ;;y 

. • V,y Md nie.thatjhe had seen’ Harcourt, and Morley. since] Vy 






[chap, xviri • 


the Chesterfield speech. Tine first had been somewhat 
: ' , obstreperous j but had been -cooled : down.- ;• v 

, •.'.•/“•In the midst of the conversation he said that he' must 

catch -his train .and- hurried off.” '/v? • 


i There was a good deal of essential agreement 
; between the two men, but neither could, co-operate 
... . with the extreme followers of the other. \ /Rosebery’s 
Liverpool speeches, and his expressed conviction that; V 
a Parliament in Ireland could not be thought of for 
; the time being, gave body to the metaphor of the 
clean slate. To say that the Newcastle programme 
was indigestible fare was one thing to abandon _‘< 

. : . Gladstone’s Home Rule was another. Accordingly;'^,. 

Campbell-Bannerman at Leicester asked what the. :: 

/ ‘ ' Irish policy of the party was to be. Was it coercion ? ,;; 
Rosebery promptly wrote to The Times that his . . . . 
friend’s declarations, both on domestic policy arid on., 
the war, had brought about “a moment of definite 
\ separation,” with a compliment to Sir Henry’s ^devo-A’ • 
■. tion to “ what he conceives to be the interests ” of the : ; 
Liberal party. Soon afterwards Asquith made a V 
speech on Ireland, asserting that the Irish problem > 
was neither settled nor shelved, but that British;; 
opinion must be won by “ step by step ” riiethbdsv~> 
Most English Liberals did not greatly differ from him , : 
«•'; in this matter. Only a few stalwarts would; have 
r engaged to make an Irish Bill on Gladstonian lines 
the first measure following a Liberal; But;;? 

the immediate consequence of the public dissension 
' was the foundation of the Liberal League. After a; 
gathering of Liberal Imperialists in Berkeley Square 
the new birth was announced, and its meaning and 
purpose were set out at a vast meeting ..in Glasgow 
on March 10th. 

Rosebery had always kept in touch with the 
:: . , organisers at the Liberal headquarters, especially with ; 
Charles Geake, active, genial, and clear-headed. , 
represented the outlook of the Westminster Gazette^, 
so for the new organisation it was necessary to look 
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elsewhere. A principal agent was therefore found in 
W. Allard, ,the extremely skilful secretary of the 
Home Counties Liberal Federation. No more loyal 
or efficient agent could have been chosen. From 
1902 to 1910 many letters passed between him and 
Rosebery. From the start the leader announced a 
severe limitation of his own speeches. He was per- 
petually spurred to make more speeches, even after 
the Government of 1905 had abstracted some of the 
lights of the League. 

Rosebery sketched the history of the political 
severance, disclaiming any personal division between 
himself and one of the oldest of liis political friends. 
He compared the new League with the Liberation 
Society, whose course was still unaccomplished. The 
League was not to be shut out from the party, unlike 
Liberal Unionist leaders, who were undistinguishable 
from Conservatives. After repudiating the prospect 
of an independent Irish Parliament, and explaining 
the doctrine of the clean slate as the abandonment 
of the Newcastle programme, he named education, 
with praise of Haldane’s activity on the subject; 
temperance, on which he urged them to take what 
they could get, proceeding in the van of popular 
sentiment ; and above all efficiency, “ a condition of 
national fitness equal to the demands of our Empire. 1 ’ 
The seven years of Conservative Government had been 

seven years lost for all social and human causes ; 
seven years lost for all measures which make for 
national health and national efficiency ; seven years 
lost in our training and preparation for the keen race 
of nations, both in commerce and in dominion.” He 
begged them to remember that at Chesterfield he 

spoke not to a party or a party machine, but to the 
nation. 

The, Centre of a political party and its chiefs, who 
always more or less speak for the Centre, resent the 
formation of special organisations within its ranks, 
iuen of like minds are bound to group themselves 
morally, but they must not do more. Hence ortho- 
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; ■ ■ dox Liberals of the Centre were imtated by the 
League. The Radicals of the Left, of course, regarded : - 
it . with loathing. This , is not the place to write the ; 
rty history of the Liberal League,; which was less Rose-.; 
■;/V ' bery’s creation than the creation of others to maintain • ' 
V'.' him in active leadership. It was not destined, as 
some of its promoters hoped, and as Rosebery thought 1 
-: r: possible, to become an Aaron’s rod swallowing up .the 
: other sticks in the Liberal bundle. / But it served a : 
real purpose at the time, putting heart into many : : ' 
of the best men in the party, and probably preventing 
some of them from quitting political life ih disgust.;; 1 ; 

• And it was able to do this because it was a genuine ; 
Liberal organisation, in no way anxious to end as thef.,y 
Left wing of the Tory party, as the subsequent 
history of its field-officers shows. Nearly.. 'all pf> ;/ 
them became Liberal Ministers, and one concluded 
his career on the Woolsack in a Socialist Govern- 
ment. Rosebery, at any rate, was determined: 

X.' that the League should not be thought s Anere ■ 
■p ; appanage of himself. Some months later lie wrote, •; 
to Perks : • • • • 

“I wish very much that it [a Glasgow paper] would cease 
" to make adherence to me personally a condition of its 
, . support. I am sure that that does harm, and When I heard ^ 
f ; - ■ - that they were making it a test, I begged them not to use my . : 
name in any way. If the League becomes a matter, of- a- 
• person instead of a principle, I shall leave it.,. , i^ut m ;pns 
I hope there is no fear.” 

: “ How does fortune banter us 1 ” In 1903 she 
\ -bantered the Liberal party into an appearance of ; 
complete reunion in resistance to Joseph Chamber- 
lain’s fiscal raid. It was not all banter,- because the ; 
common experiences of 1903 insensibly helped the 
fusion of 1905. = Rosebery was a conynced Iree 
•.‘•Trader, --and his dread of any attempt to frame an 
Imperial Zollverein has already been- noted,. 
fvC : repeated his fears in a speech at Leeds m May 190/, - , - 
V - ' , 1 See pp. 314, 541.- :/ - ;! 
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and at Burnley in May 1903. Campbell-T3annerman ;; 

: . welcomed tlie ; , co-operation offered in Rosebery’s- ; >v 
■/ ’ speech- at, Leicester (November 17th, 1903) : yy a'/;/' 


r\ “vln"’tiu8 : ;,very ' place,- 'and from this very platform^ ; an 
attempt- Was made to proscribe my policy and my friends, ; V. 
Why do I recall that now ? Is it for purposes of recrimina- 
•y -tioh ? .' God forbid. Let bygones be bygones. I fling baclc : y 
. f the.message of peace. I say this — that Liberals will be fools, ; y 
and worse than fools, if they be not united, shoulder to 
shoulder, to resist this mad and dangerous experiment, if,.- ; 

. they do not stand close and cordial together to maintain’ the ■ 
noble fabric of our commerce and our Empire.” 


But the limitations which seemed so simple to 
; y Rosebery, and to some others so puzzling, were still 
.■- operative. He had set them down in a memorandum 
not long before : ' 

y \ ■ : Avgust, 1903. 

y .; '- ;- u l., Iri-189G for reasons good or bad but which I thought , : 

' "arid think more than sufficient, I severed all political con- ' . 
yy .nections and retired from public life for ever. . y 

;/y l -.2.' r In 1901 very reluctantly I returned for a time, lured , 
y.jfyby ...the .-.hope of effecting something towards peace, arid 
yy incidentally as it were laid down, what I believe to be the only 
. yysound policy for the Liberal Party. , . ; 'V 

. y : -y“ SyNot long afterwards my policy was publicly repudiated. . , 
•and condemned by one of the joint official leaders of the y 
y’’ Liberal Party. 

yyy ; : “4yirii order to prevent the total proscription of that Ay 
•.■■Apoh^yy -of . which there had been previous symptoms, I A , 
y assisted in forming the Liberal League, which thus became V’ 
yy jdri.d- .remains my only formal connection with public life, . y 
. {‘"fltVis -a protective; and defensive body. . 

P '' .Sudr then is my position succinctly stated. But I ’ . 
; riiay.Kave soon to face the not remote contingency of being. 
y. asked ; to, join. a Liberal Government. ; yy yyHy 

y ; y ; ■ --f‘ 6.,;,My. answer is unhesitatingly. No. . ■ ' yA y y " 

^ ‘‘Berispiially. my wish to have done with the contentions , - , ' 
Q. public life has .never , wavered sinee-4896, on the contrary e ■>.: 

yjithasstrerigtliened. ; A-yy: ;-',y--v'} 1 y 

Ty-; yy?obfcically it would. not be possible to join. a hierarchy, of y y 
ky^%"Wh .tlie - only .positiye' , or .distinctive note has been, proscrip- 
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tion of my policy^and U> reiterated^tacKmbiit: to tlic polic^’ 

. of .Gladstone’s ; Home .Rule, '• :?•%! , '•//. ^ r - //;.• •- yy ’W; 

/' “ Moreover, for those who regard office as a crdtra and' a 
. reward, it is clear that it should fall to those wlio! have home 
the burden and heat of the political day since l895.: ( 
... “My associates,, in, the Liberal League do not .comprise, 
mote than a score of members of the House of ^Commons. 
That does not impose .on me any obligation or responsibility 0 
with regard to administration. Quite the contrary.' % . Sey.eral 
too of these associates more easily satisfied; and moreCiit the 
bondage of politics than I, will no doubt Join such a Govern- 
ment and influence it soundly. .. -V,- •// /(//■// 

“7. There are other obvious considerations • It is the . 
great majority of the party which should frame the policy . 
and form the Government. With that majority- 1 hav/ho/ 
connection. . • :, :/v' ■ “ AR/ 


Rosebery’s share in the campaign for Free Trade r 
■ • has not been sufficiently recognised . Asquith’s feat f 
. of dogging the footsteps of Joseph Chamberlain from 
platform to platform was supreme ; but the President • 
of the League was scarcely less busy. ' In 1908, at an ; 

. agricultural meeting at Bishop-Stor tford ( June . 1 1th), // 
. - at a great Liberal League dinner in London ( June 12th) . 

and at a meeting of its Sheffield branch ( October 13th) 

, he had hammered away at the Chamberlain ^projects •</ 
without qualification and without re'serye.,'; ;As he ; 
was well entitled to do, he examined most closely tli c ' 
Imperial aspect of the policy, his proposition being: / 
: that “this proposal would tend to dislocate, and in / 

/V time dissolve, the bonds of union of the Empire.”:. :' 
The defence and the diplomacy of the Empire were at/- 

V the charge of this country, and Sir: WilMdLtmrier’sS 
preference in the Canadian tariff - 

/•ment of this. There could be no fair or practicable.; -/ 

. Imperial Tariff.; - . //y 

//- This controversy is not closed to-day,; but it ;x^ y. 

; impossible here even to summarise : the afgiiments, / 
adorned by witty illustration, which he developed in y. 
this speech arid in that at Leicester/ He pursued tlid- 

V topic in . South London (November 25th).; /Towards,/ 
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Ivthfe? close . oil an animated speech, .he asked , l ‘‘. Wilt : 

' the . Government fool . these people once again; ?. ^ f . 

A rhetorical pause, during which “a voice called 
out, “Not if .you will ..take the .lead,” ahd.the:,;;- 
? k; : whole audience rose, waving hats and handkerChiefei } . } 
Rosebery raised a laugh by quietly repeating his.-.;.;, 
question ; but such incidents, even when harmony; 
~ly:.ieigneil iii’the party, made the paradox of his position VJ 
’ .{painfully obvious. ' : 

v V There was also a great Free Trade demonstration in 
jV Edinburgh (December 13th). The regular Associa- 
;V- tipii and the League had formed a United Free Trade 
• Committee, and Rosebery had to address two large 
and excited gatherings (February 17th). In the--. . ' 

> ;i. following spring he spoke of the party fortunes being 
,;.f at the high-water mark of 1880, so that it would be,'. 5 

fatuous not to force the Government to resign ; and . 

■; Viat; a League meeting (February 28th) he considered 
■ ■/ the reunion of the party permanent. But the League V 
:f'.|should; hot be dissolved until the party, in office, 
carried its principles into effect. He again passionately 
.^purged , the Imperial objections to the Chamberlain . J; 
pr; proposals. • 1'/ 

: ;' ;-; : - Again at Newcastle (March 15th), and at Lincoln • " 
'•{ (September 20th), he uttered a general indictment of. ,, 
dhe ; Government — no high courage or high aims, and . • 
unable to deal straightforwardly with the nation. .V; 
■f ;The whole series of these speeches, which was carried 
v .- pri at Glasgow at the City Liberal Club (December 5th), 

- v and in a most amusing speech in the House of Lords , 'p 
' /.(March 19th, 1905) on fiscal policy and the Colonial 
Conference, up to the time (June 5th) when the 
Government’s prolonged adhesion to Downing Street . - v 
; at. last broke down — deserves fuller examination than ; v 
•f it is possible to give it here. 


fVV,$ u hbne or two other subjects of public importance ^/ V 
engaged his attention. He spoke in the House : : 
(MgTch 5th, 1.901) on the unlucky squabble between . V; . 
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1 . Lords Lansdowhe • and 7 J\ r olseley - . on War • Office : 
\ administration, rather taking the part of the' latter/ ■ 
;/•■-/ and in the painful debate which followed a few days 
/ 77 later-; (March;.: :15th) . / ’’He assisted Lord ^Wolseley’s, 

■ V, demand for justificatory papers, which obtained good - 
, support but of course was defeated. rTheGoveriiment 
j; : was said tohave promised an inquiry into, the opera- / 
: tioris in Soutli Africa, and when the committee on the 
, • purchase of horses reported, Rosebery spoke at length 
on Tweedmouth’s motion for an inquiry, which the ;; 
Government refused . ' 7 * 7 : 7’ 


: ‘ “Lord Kitchener declared the horses were ‘ flatcatchers.’ 

7 The Government — if I may say so unofficially— are, after 
: v their electoral campaign, good judges of what c flatcatchers ’ 

■■ - are. ; V , 

: : The Government was goaded by frequent question-7 

- ings to the appointment of the Esher Committee on/ 

: : ;"V War Office Reorganisation in 1904. Rosebery, before, 
///'knowing of this, had written to Lord Esher (Septem- 
, her 4th, 1903): /V-v'-y/X 

: “ My policy is a free hand to Kitchener to organise on the • 
77 basis of an Admiralty Board, to prepare the way for such a , 
board. I would give him a limited time for this, and then 
7 make him, if possible, first Lord of the new board, with : the;. j 
option or reversion of being Chief of the Staff.” //.y;/ 777 


Both in the House of Lords and on more than one 
/ platform he had advocated the appointment of Lord 
Kitchener as Secretary of State for War. It needed 
' - a still greater military crisis to force this solution on 

/ Government or country. ..' 7 ./;/.' 

' Rosebery’s judgment on a step of great moment in 
foreign policy for once placed him in a nimonty o 
. his fellow-countrymen . In the summer of 1904 Lord 
Lansdowne concluded with M. Delcasse the Anglo-, 
... French Agreement. Its general effect was the recog- 
nition of our occupation of Egypt, the - gitid pro q 
; being admission of French interests in .Morocco. : 
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. section of the coast was!. to;!; be neutralised,, and 
£ .. Spamsh/interests Were to be bornAih i 

causes of ^dispute in Siam were: also to disappear. 
The Agreement was popular, but Rosebery saw "the 
seeds of danger in it. , -He had been sent !'Mr.!:M. : 
i Aflald’s book . The Truth About ' Morocco, in which 
Ministers 'were arraigned. His reply ran n; ; 



! August Mh, 1904. — "All criticism of the Anglo-French, 
Agreement (though that instrument is so much worse, for ; ps-y-'t 
.- .than the author of the book foreboded) is lost in a generous /.V 
yelamour .of pleasure at good relations with France.* I doubt ;•'•.*•: 
; ; .h .h tliere, be. any who do not share in that pleasure; no', one\ 
certainly feels it more completely than I. . . . But in my .hi' 
judgment this unhappy Agreement is much more likely tor hi 
^prompty thap., to. ...present . unfriendliness . jm.tkejaqt Jdistant'/.V-. 

. futjire. . . . My mournful and supreme conviction in the ::’*'; 

. matter is that this Agreement is much more likely to lead 
complication than to peace.” 


•h/. At the City Liberal Club (March 9th, 1905), de- • : 
scribing himself as “a well-known and conspicuous 
y: heretic B in the matter, he spoke of “ the inestimable; !:-, . - 
h- vbooh; of a good understanding with France,” !■ -but ; , - 
y oppressed, the deepest doubt about the Treaty. . .He*.' 

entirely between King Edward’s work h ;. 
: : ; ::Vin founding a good understanding and this mifortunate > hr j; 
/h.?hpe^s.fructpre. He was never going to refer to the ! 
subject again. . h !:.';•;"! 

He was severely taken to task by The Times Avr! : . 
fy. this speech, and found it impossible to drop the subject !!!:' :' 

. .' altogether. At Stourbridge (October 26th), while h; 

reiterating his scepticism, he deprecated the notiohy:, !!!; 
; that friendship, with France must mean animosity to 

'But the criticisms still went on> and. ht !,! ;!: 

■ Bodmin he felt obliged to recur to the Agreement;' 3 y'V ' 
■' Hedad neveivxecanted his view of the complications W- 
iAThich were likely to result, and in effect, he said, have V! ' 1 ■ 
• resulted. A: ' ■ * ; 


in thepress l am called a German opliil, because 
, f ani not friendly to -this particular treaty. I am- a; friend of 7i,l 
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Germany just as I am a friend of France and of every 
civilised and Christian country in Europe. But when it 
comes to a conflict of interests, I repeat that I am the friend 
of no Power but Great Britain. If, perhaps, I had any 
natural predisposition to any special friendship with any 
foreign country, it would be with France. I scarcely know 
a -word of German, I have scarcely any German friends. 
But I love French literature, I love many French people ; 
I am a great deal in France, and I have given a practical 
proof of my friendship in a way which, perhaps, may not be 
agreeable to everybody here. In writing a book about 
Napoleon, I took the French as against the English view. 
It would not be pleasant for me when I next visit France to 
find that owing to misrepresentation I was considered an 
enemy of that country.” 

It must be noted that Rosebery’s objections were 
solely based on the likelihood of our being involved in 
Moroccan complications, a thing which did in fact 
occur. His remarks have no bearing on the later 
developments of the entente. 




CHAPTER -XIX ’ 

' CENTU^ AND REIGN : MORE PRESSURE 

liberals : reasons for abstention: 

;:^.;:: :MISUNDERSTANDINGS : THE NEW LIBERAL GOVERN- • 
NT-V RECTORIAL ADDRESSES 

■l';v ; , Km : "beath of Queen Victoria in January 1901 had 
^closed a chapter of history. The new century opened 
Moutavista of great possibilities for a Sovereign in 
l-^e-pjrime of his powers. King Edward had long 
readmitted Rosebery to his close confidence, and he 
^Was5' how consulted on a variety of matters, great 
' .and small, either directly or through Francis Knollys. 
^yiAs'l'the" infant century progressed it seemed likely 
r,: 'that the next Government would be of Liberal com- 
M/plexion; for Leaguers and anti-Leaguers alike lent 
i willing hands against the Education Bill of 1902 
//and in support of Free Trade from 1903. In past 
. i yeam the King had treated Gladstone with the ' 
^ utmost consideration, and he had no prejudice against 
/ Liberals as such. Indeed, he had always Imown 
/ ■ .intimately some of the leaders and some of the rank ' 

. .and. file ; while several of the gentlemen of his 
./ Household had made no secret of their progressive 
. ^opinions. It seemed likely, then, that Rosebery , \ 
M/might before long be dragged from his retirement 
M;tojadwse the Crown. Campbell-Bannerman had long 
.been liked at Court; but the accident of Lady - 
'. Campbell-Bamierman’s annual cure at Marienbad did \ 
/ ^ot;^brm^ her husband into close contact with the ‘ 
'^/.Sovereign' until 1904. ’ =v 

Mi vtMoanwhile, not only Rosebery’s former Imperialist M X. 1 
^molleRgues. but some who were not Liberal Leaguers, /.-.M'.! 

Spencer, declined to treat his retirement /.Mi 
: So, and with still greater enthusiasm, : ; 
'M’Sid/abluster of younger Liberals who had imbibed ithe 
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. pute milk of the League . They were all good Imperiki- Vi 
ists, and mostly lukewarm Home .Rulers . • ; Headed by 3 
Ronald Ferguson, the group included Freeman Thomas, 1 § 
destined to climb the highest peaks of national service ; • ; V 
: - the two sons of Sir Charles Tennant ; Rowland Bairan -i; 

. of Leeds ; James Mellor Paultoh ( “ Harry 5 5 Paulton 
to his many friends), son of a notable Lancashire 
Liberal ; and other Members . of Parliaments 

Since the disruption of 1896 the Liberal Press had : 
found three journalists of the first rank in capacity and 
character to represent the three sections of the party : - 
— -E., T. Cook, a convinced Imperialist, in; Rosebery’s; 
imier confidence ; J. A. Spender, bringing the culture of I y ’ 
Balliol into Fleet Street, and making th e ' Westniimter^A 
Gazette the voice of the Liberal Centre \ 

Massingham, whose pungent and accomplished; pen lit 
set forth the moral greatness of Little . England^S:;, 
There was some pretty ringcraft over , theyfeapthf^-^ 
and recapture of the Daily News and the Daily. : ] 
Chronicle , in which Rosebery acted as..“ judicibuk;'^ 
bottle-holder” to the Imperialist champion'.-; > 

During these years of mingled suspense and actmty/;^g 
when, as somebody said at the time, Arthur {BaJMh's;^ 
was obstructing the King’s Highway, ■ and Joseph 
Chamberlain was driving to the public danger,'^; I; 
Rosebery employed his leisure in jotting downfall; 
number of memoranda on the situation: as %Ke> ! saw4t:^^ 
He also wrote drafts of letters destined never ; to be 'Seiif 
In one (September 1903), “ suppressed for; indiserell^,” Igf 
he replied to the League Secretaries, ydid^had ;Se 
a formal letter urging him to make more 


. “.As for the ‘ call of the country, 5 ‘ the desire. 6f, the 
Liberal party, 5 , those are empty phrases of which 1 know the.- 
flatulence. Had the Liberal party, entertained; 
you speak of it would have joined the League.;^ As dt is, one-- 
or both of the leaders of the Liberal party is engaged on 
hypothetically forming a (^venoaiifent^^ 

i nrAcfprV hsirnn Willincrdon 1910 and. Viscount 1924 ; .Governor- 


. V Created 
•General of. 
1931. 


’’ OF- POSljflpN •:; ■ ? ^585^. 

^v : r onci-ian'd/ivliich^ wili;; bc;V enthu.-dastically supported and : ' • 
00bctrayed,bythe leaders of Radical opinion; "On -the other 
0 rbailri t dic ' . ciih of the pouiitry; ’.-is expressed in such a whisper 
: that I having a. shocking ear have-not caught it. vMv dnf-v 
and sole diitj' is to the.LiberaI League;” • y 

; .Certainly this was not exactly ct discreet ” • but 
: about ; : the same time (September 30 th, 1903) he drew 
; ( up a senous statement of life position : 

Oov«S “ y *“ il “ tor me to form a 

|S 5 ^e ! ifl|SSi. CaUSeS 1 re ° 0ld 

V lit a 1 ’ . I s ! I0U ] d bdng harmony to the Liberal nartv T 

§§S^ la 

r : >pro-MaceddiUhh : : ahd' generally hysterical’ *> r ° '^ n . ei “ an » 
.^hbnbjdoii^personlS^ j S f Ctl ?" °f rt - A 
;:y,do not blame. these people nor do T M VOr ^ w ?n b ^ lem * X 

: ..Wight i surmount it.-; ; i I: - shbuld akn ~L °^ a llumbu g X 

SSiSp^^ere^i^r^ repUgnant 

a , Lib °n i l Prime Minister 
confidence and indeed 



^.CQuldnever^ses^Bm. 1 ;^' T “ 8 1 do » ot a * d perhaps 
rJ'-ebiilarnot be a'-Mmister oii •„* mattw °t ’dtal necessity, I 
ISM - 5 ; . - a 011 «iffcra»«. Nor will I return to ’ 

j 1 think -™«> 

,-i Xcdings should hot prevent t) 1 h ° + nour * Now m > r personal 

.;;^mg..fptrhed^ Pemfiail'^'T tv' ? tr ® n S est . P ossibI e Cabinet 
■• men,: given fair dav- nV that either of these two ■ 
■^6oyenittt^h:Buf favour ’ would wreck any 

why those who trust 
Wot employ them ' r ■ rL . Ieve 111 their powers should 
a eaiisodf division/ i pPt ’ and so ’ again ’ 1 sbou3d he 

Moore of followers in the House of 


• ^offimons. ancl .n it" a scorc or foUowe 
0s; pdssihldahff evi? see "l; absu rd to discuss the question. 

however, that were I invited 
Rewards ; ihe..' ;R, h « ^ a: 0rge mass of M.P.s would gravitate 
££ ' ■ , h0 r would equally gravitate towards any- 
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one else in the same position. And as I count only on my . 

- score, I could not attempt to form a Government with dignity . • 

. : , or propriety. • A man in the House of Commons might succeed % 
• under these circumstances, but not a peer. ' • , . ' : ; ^ 

“5. As to the physical and personal causes referred to hi 
the beginning, they may be summed up by. saying that I : : 

: . should not be efficient. • •' 

“ 6. I am not and cannot make myself enough of a party f : 
man. Since 1896 1 seem to myself to have shed party feeling.' '0 ;.i 
“ 7. And the people who should form a party Ministry are : 
its appointed leaders who have borne the burden arid heat 
of the day ; not I who long ago severed myself from party V ‘: 
I .’connection. yppi-y 

“ These reasons are very familiar to me. They were 
; familiar to me before Chesterfield, and nothing since ;has ; 

occurred to alter them. I have never had news of office ; 
* . since 1896. And now the only new question that; occurs is' .;; 
whether my presence in polities as I am, is not a hindrance 
rather than a help to those I wish to serve? It seemed to : 
me that an independent voice in politics might sometimes be 

• of service. But I am quite prepared for the opinion that 
such a voice is an embarrassment, and should be silenced.”' 

Personal Disqualifications. 

" .** 1. My memory, my powemof application, my hearing, ;• 
and my general vigour are allTmpaired. I especially Com- . ; ; 
plain, as a disability, of my loss of recollection of faces and 
; names, so that I enter every room as a stranger, unable 
almost to greet anyone who does not first greet;me,' andf 
even then unable to recall their names. This is fatal. for a ' 
'political leader, or even a member of society. . 

• ■ “ 2. In the last seven years, since I left party politics, v. . - 

I have fallen into a solitary habit of life which I should now ; 

’ ; find it impossible altogether to abandon. ■ ' 

“8. But, mainly and principally, I have an absolute con- 
viction that were I to return to office I should.’ oncei. more 
be sleepless. My occasional speaking experiences make this 
V;-\: evident. Now there would be no harm in this if it ..only; 
meant death, for there could be no better death. But the; , ,- 
;; horror is that it means life and office and . total incapacity , '. 

’in both. I cannot forget 1895. To lie night after night,. 

: ■ staring wide awake, hopeless of sleep, tormented in nerves, 
and to reahse all that was going on, at which I was present, ; ... 





A tragic PICTURE : 




V:‘ so speak;'- /like. a diseriibodied spirit/ to. vateli. one’s^own; 

/ corpse as ifc were, day after day, is .adCexperience; wWclr_no v-l /!■ 
; sane man with a conscience would repeat;; or the repetition 
■ /'of which -life 'could offer as service, to his' country. . V- . //; /, / , 

; -A /' /tin fine, my belief is that while urging efficiency I should/: //. 

■ present in my own person the signal model of inefficiesriey.” '■/;/// 

Jt is a tragic picture to be painted of a, man of.//, 
r fifty-six, the idol of a devoted band girded up to // / 
.■/follow his lead to any heights that he would scale, 

/free from any apparent ailment that could cripple his •; 
energies, and in the plenitude of his powers of speech /. •-/ 
{ / arid command. To examine its content for a moment / /. 
s of the two impossible colleagues, Harcourt was /;-/ 
obviously one; the other could only be Campbell- -;V. 
Bannerman. The reimion of November 1903 had not-: // 
/ in truth cancelled the sentence of “ definite separation 55 ■ v 
pronounced in February 1902; and of this separation §/•/ 
' . the Liberal League was the living witness. • V /: 

The other reference to be noted is that of “an,,;// 
independent voice in politics ” that might sometimes /. -- 
: / be of service. Later he realised more completely that 
in our party system no such voice, however eloquent, / / , 
' could be raised to guide public opinion at difficult a// 
.,-•/; moments . , None in fact ever has been. A man who 
/; had gained a name for great public services outside /•/■ ; 
r party might conceivably fill such a place. If the Luke ,/:/.: 

of Wellington had not joined the straitest sect of the//// 
, . • Tories, perhaps he might; and even as it was, once 
■ , or twice he tried to advise his friends to set aside party .// 
/ feeling for the sake of the country. A Wilberforce or //y 
a Shaftesbury, sacrificing further philanthropic laurels/ 

• for high politics, might have won the nation’s heart ;as/// 
a constitutional adviser. Not so the retired leader. / •; 
// of a party. Men of long political experience, such/as/;,; / 
//Hie 3rd Lord Grey, Lord Russell, the Duke of Argyll,': .. ;-/ 
/ friide donati, from time to time gave the worldthe - 
benefit of their reflections in letters to The Times^ov ;;v; : } 
/ in short pamphlets . These were read with interest / 
; : and respect ; but the surface of the political lake was 
/ . scarcely rippled. Rosebery at this time was far from : • J 
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falling, into this category. ■ ; But all the fascination of 
his personality could hot prevent, people from seen) ^ 
in him a party politician, only differing :frohi others 
by the fact that he could, not quite agree with either 
party as it stood at the moment. 

In October 1904 Sir William • 
and Rosebery had seldom met of late, but they were 
on terms of courtesy, and when Harcourt .had a sharp 
operation early in 1903, Rosebery made a sympathetic 
and complimentary reference to him in public. In the 
previous year there had been an amusing experience 
at the Guildhall banquet to the new Sovereigns 
(October 25th, 1902) : ' -v>. I h 


v*r 


“Sate between the Italian Ambassador, Pansa, : and liar V .V' ; 
court, exactly opposite C.-B. Harcourt. very’ pleasant. ;"'TIc'yS 
said, ‘ I wonder if I took one of those orchids and pht h ah 
my buttonhole I should be taken for Joe ? 5 . . The Queen : 
lovely in white with the Garter riband and diamond 1 insignia'. 
She and the King much amused at my enwmnment’.” 1 ':;:'";^'^^ 

Lord Kimberley had also gone, and Lord Spencer’s 
health foreboded the calamitous illness that attacked; • : 
him a year later. Reginald Brett, now succeeding ; ; 
as Lord Esher, was at Balmoral, and .sent : na>; long :/? 
letter to Rosebery in which some inspiration hom )•' 
the waiter’s illustrious host was suspected. /After 
recounting the party’s losses, he maintained that the : ; : 
position was changed by Rosebery’s decided lead.;- 
against the whole policy of the Govemment. ; C ‘ How;' ;y 
can you reconcile it to your conscience to turn out 
the Government unless you are ready to fornr an- V 
other?” Esher proceeded tq a. shrewd\>:aii'Mysis>'o|r?' 
the leaders remaining — “ C.4B. — Asquith—E: ^fey^.r 
and concluded with an appeal almost verbatim: the: ; : 
same as those which had succeeded in- 1892K/ ^TheferV 
was no such success now. Rosebery answered curtly : .v 


DALJiENYi Oclober^Gth, 1904:;; 

“ Mv dear R., . m 

- “ Many thanks for your letter. But^for^-tlie.-Kfieiyi-.ihei'^ 
. I can see no change in the political situation : wliicli. alfec|S v| 
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; : me in the slightest degree. - Certainly the removal of an old 
, manwhohadretired from politics does not. : v . ' 

i; //; - “Yours, •' ’v 

C'fS ?£/,'?<? . ‘ ■ . “ AR.” 


-?/v : /.!:-Butvbnce . more he wrote (October 14th, 1904) a 
r Along rifeirioraindum on his position. After sketching , 

/ / the earlier history of his resignation, the Chesterfield 
: . S ’speech, his breach with Campbell-Bannerman, and the 
,vf ^forniation of the Liberal League, he observed : 

•;7 ; ■ : ’ “ .It is said in one striking letter to The Times , and by many 
. - . others in private, notably Mr. Lloyd George, that I should 
•//• undertake a campaign, like Mr. Gladstone’s in Midlothian, 

A /and so to speak — though it is not so expressed — force myself 
■ oii.the, country and the Liberal party. . • 

v./ Putting all disparities between Mr. Gladstone and myself 
' - ■{'on one side, there is an obvious answer to this — that I should 
only be the eat pulling the chestnuts out of the fire for others 
.-•'//.with whom I should not agree . . . moreover my hostility 
,;V Ad . Home Rule and to the Anglo-French Convention, both 
expressed with extreme emphasis, would act as considerable 
f; 1 - ; bars ;if not total disqualifications. 

'■‘/A “ I have in fact at this juncture the confidence of neither 
A the Crown,' the House of Commons, either party, or the 
;/ public at large. Those are strange foundations on which to 
/' irrear . political ambitions, had I any desire that way. ... 
{i’yw/VBut it is urged on me if you cannot be the head of a ' 
.Government, ought you not to undertake the Foreign Office 
AV ^ybre it. offered) from a sense of public duty ? Those who 
talk like this are ignorant of the interior of the last two . > 

v . Ih-bpral Governments. I carried on foreign policy in those 
Cabinets ima minority of one. In the Cabinet of 1886 the K 
A /-absorption in Home Rule enabled me to do this. In 1892-5 ' • v . 

long battle, carried on in silence in 1898 after'./ V 
• / fierce combats in 1892, and again with daily contest in ' 
1894-5.- Such a condition of things is not fair either to the 
the Government. The strain on the Minister is ' 
|LA e:s ^bssiye, while it is not fair to the Government that he A 
//{ vshdidcLcarry on a policy wliich is not theirs, . . . V.* 

is 61ear— that the next Liberal Government : 

A. should represent the offieial and dominant forces of Liberalism 
•V ..vapd.be as homogeneous as possible. That would exclude me,V 
^/eyeii'if I. had A wish, instead of an aversion for office. • \ ' c A 
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“ Oh } but, say others, Mr. Gladstone in I860 swept down 
on official Liberalism, and dominated it, and formed his 
own Government. My answer is simple : * ' ’ * 

“ 1. I am not Mr. Gladstone. 

u 2. I am not in the House of Commons. 

“ To which I would add : 

“ 3. That the Government was a failure. 

“ 4, That 1 always thought, even in 1880, and think now, 
that Mr. Gladstone should not have taken office.” 

This final judgment is striking, and it is right to 
add that it is surprising to anybody who had studied 
Rosebery’s correspondence of 1879 and 1880. Nor is 
it easy to conjecture what would have been the fate 
of a Ilartington or Granville administration in the 
latter year. It is reasonable to surmise that Rosebery, 
when writing “ failure,” had in his mind Mr. Glad- 
stone’s Irish policy, and to some extent his foreign 
policy so far as it differed from Rosebery’s own. 

He recapitulated many of the same arguments in a 
letter to Mr. J. A. Spender at almost the same time, 
adding, for the benefit of that trusted journalist : 

“ I never was so unsupported in the party or the country. 
The Press except the Leeds Mercury w r ere unanimously 
hostile, putting on one side the neutrality of the cold-blooded 
Westminster Gazette.” 

He felt it impossible to make any announcement 
such as was suggested, but would continue to hold 
his peace. When the next spring came he drew a 
modest picture of himself : 

May 2nd, 1905. 

“ From my own point of view (which seems however to be 
imperfectly understood, or rather not understood at ail) I 
am not dissatisfied with the last three years. 

“ I have striven for the public good without even the 
remotest personal interest. I am not a candidate for any 
office, even the humblest. There is no merit in that, for after 
ten years of comparative freedom I should ill accommodate 
myself to official bonds. Nor am I any longer fit for it, 
according to the high standard which I conceive to be 
necessary. I have not sought popularity — maybe I have 
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sought unpopularity. I .have said the things winch it was 
necessary to say, and yet which no one who aimed at popu- 
larity or even acceptability could say. They have, 'however, 
been said, and' I believe that my sacrifice — for in a .sense it 
is a sacrifice — has not been fruitless. 

“ I have made moreover an even greater sacrifice than 
popularity. I have left the life I love and engaged in the 
life I hate. I have done this for two reasons : 

“ 1. To save what I believe to be the sound core or group 
of the Liberal party from extinction. Ever since Sir H. 
Campbell-Bannerman spoke to me of Asquith’s movement 
as a * rebellion 5 which ‘ had been crushed,’ I saw that close 
union and effort was necessary to avert the blighting effects 
of official proscription. This I think has been effected ; and 
- the official Liberal chiefs find that before taking office they 
have as theix- first and most formidable task to reckon with 
. the Liberal League ; an organisation in no way hostile to them, 
but determined to maintain a certain tone and spirit in polities, 
which it is the object of the Extreme Left to extinguish. 

“ 2. To further a Liberal victory. Ever since the great 
smash of 1S95, when I was nominally leader, followed by the 
still greater smash of 1900, I have been anxious to do what 
I honestly could to further the return of the Liberals to 
power, on a sound basis. Here too I think that I have not 
been useless, by retaining and perhaps attracting men of 
moderate views, as well as by attacking the Government. 
Men of extreme views will probably say that I have done 
more harm than good, but they are not sound or cool judges. 
I do not think that I have been of much use, but still not 
without use. 

u There is no doubt that I could have done much more, 
had I thrown myself headlong into the fray, and conducted 
a strenuous political campaign, as my friends, and even 
Lloyd George last year, have constantly urged. This how- 
ever was mot possible, for two if not three reasons. For had 
I been successful I — 

/ ” L Should have been compelled to take office, which has 
never been in my contemplation : 

“2. -Might have displaced the two official leaders of the 
Liberal party, which I had no wish to do. It would have 
annoyed them and me almost equally. And — * 

” s * There might have been caused a schism in the Liberal 
party, which, though it may and perhaps must come, I 
should not like to he caused by me,” 
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y LBut he wasvn^^ hold . his peace for good.- • : . 

The Liberal League, was - there, n « vt^w. ! ci^^;, ~i-u „: • s' 


, ,..„ , , as keen as any other 

,. Liberal organisation to defeat the Government and 
: when its annual meeting came round in the :followihff? : s^ 
‘spring he was expected to utter a: political pro” ' 
nouncement. This he did with fullness, dealing with >T 
foreign arid colonial policy, education, ?• housing, 

, preaching progress in domestic reforms in the general .«•: 
terms usual to a speaker hi Opposition ;v v On Ireland ); 
he merely begged for a general statement of their 2S* 
main policy from the party leaders. But he soon Aj 
became more explicit. In his speeches at !Stdurbridge-Cs ' 
and . in Cornwall, already mentioned in : another s,- 
connection, he spoke out. At Stourbridge ( October : y. 
25th, 1905) he presented the dilemma that the’’ A 
Liberal chiefs must either make Home Rule the first V: : 
measure in a new Parliament, or drop ;it altogether} -^ 
for the time being: V- ' : ;i 


“ Any middle policy — that of placing Home, Rule in the ;v . 
-position of a reliquary, and only exhibiting 'great'-vf *'• 
moments of public stress, as Roman Catholics are accustomed 
to exhibit relics of a saint — is not one which will earn sympathy 
'•or success in this country.” /; 


He was in Cornwall a month later. On November k 


23rd Campbell-Bannerman spoke at /Sthhng ; .I;!He;r:V; 

' advised the Irish to accept any instalment of repre- • ' 1 
• tentative control “ provided it was consistent wvith,- :;:; ^ 
and led up to, the larger policy.” At .Bodmin 
. Rosebery fastened on this expression. Free Trade V 
was the dominant issue, and the party unity, must be 
maintained. But he objected to the raising ;of;the:^^ 
,■;•• banner of Home Rule, and said “ emphatically arid > 
explicitly and; once for all, I cannot serve under 
: . that banner.” The speech was delivered under an AJ 
• urilucky misapprehension, as the following note of : 
Rosebery’s makes clear. But the divergence went p 
■■y deeper. Rosebery had ceased to be a" Home Ruler, iii . . 

: ' the strict sense, but some of his Liberal League >' y 
colleagues had not. The wording of the; note isi^ 




.jJSv-W ? V 


, JHJLE/B^ 

^Kgula^:;restraiiied.^ It ';tmtteii :after -®e vioiiT/ 

’ ‘t.^rt mik , *f 74 /vhv ' T*T»/h OU A *Fo .Vihfl' T r\-T Y> » V*1 . d TYVtSl h*>l 1 dT\ W^T’ -- ' 


OK ..Friday, >Noyember:2i‘tlv;I .read the abstract- of C/- ; 
^Bahiiermaii’s; speech at . Stirling in the Western newspapers; 
//Md/hba speech 5 at Truro that evening, I gave fair warning 
that; ’that ; speech had filled me with some misgivings, but 
;;^hat-If^hpi4^/^wait a fuller report before pronouncing a 
v£- -'definite' opmion; ‘ On the next day I received a fuller 
't^Rbrtjjand/'prohounced, at Bodmin, my definite opinion, 
vvthat that speech raised the Home Rule question in a pro- 
; bounced form. - 


may: mention, though I attach no importance to the • 
fact, /that/all; the M.P.s staying in the house with me shared 
':;>t(tthat'judgmeht ,* only that some, notably Mr. Fletcher. Moulton,. .. , . 
) :, :%fwere^uch' i mpre violent. ' 

hmyed . in London on November 28th, and there found 
'iiff;: 'r~frdih a. note written by Edward Grey — that Asquith, and : 
:^;thtqugh :liim ; Haldane and Grey, had arrived at an under-*'/. 

Standing ...some time before with C.-Bannerman, who had ., 
//’/assured - theih that his Irish policy was identical with that. / 
////.declared recently by Asquith, and that the Stirling speech . - 
//yyas the outcome of this concordat between the Vice-Presidents.. • /v. 
//./of the. League and C.-Bannerman. * / V?V* 

y?: was ./an j oversight that I was not told of this ; anvun- 

f/i/lbrtun'ate; oversight, in view of the fact that I was speaking,; •'/' 
///daily.;, in Cornwall and that I had given fair warning .on, c'/ 
f.Ndyembef, ,24th -of the line I was likely to take on-November v : v 
//?.25tht - It; was- also lamentable, because I was quite ready to ; ; hi/ 
///igiiorevthe' Stirling speech; for, as under no circumstances ' • ; /: ? 
■y:^3id! ; .Lpropose.'to take office in C.-Bannerman’s Government, ; / 
:r/;I.%aS not ahSdous. to challenge any part of the policy of the/- : ;;/v 
/ ./imminent , Government ; and yet, owing to the oversight, ! .'/; -/: 
ji’/taid./what.i .did, and caused some friction in the Free Tra9^ i //'':;v'- 
/g;’ : ^arty,5whicii;Phad been trying so hard to consolidate; - 

may- fairly hope that no harm was , dqneV.y 
V; ^TOevStirlfeg .speeeh-'jwill probably have lost my interpretation' .v/.-y. 
// /before// the ; General, Election, and the vice-presidents/ were/ 

;/ *hl%!b/3°m; the' Gqvernment at once, under ., their - private'/. ' / / 
understanding ; .. except I believe Edward Grey, who showed V. ./ ; 
v/xeluctonce' to vperve /under C.-Bannerman as leader /of ;yKe/ ; -'/ ;/ 
of Commons. None of them embarrassed hie //by ■ / - / 
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consulting or communicating: with me, which was considerate ; : : 

• :.v on their part. ;They were well aware that I was not prepared H';' 
; to accept office in any shape, and' so .communication with. ine 

•v 'would only have compromised them needlessly, andpossiblyt^ 
b me, too. The oversight was. due ho doubt •; to the. fact; tliath ; 
as they knew that I would not take office, communication hy 
had naturally become slack, and that in/fact; 'from October h • 

: 22nd, when I left him at Dalmeny, till December lXtl^ wheiV / d 
’ ; I shook hands with him at my large reception, i l had ho'::^ ’ 
communication, direct or indirect, with Asquith, though lie; . - : 
was carrying on negotiations with C.-Bannermah.;;- It was I>r 
think natural that he should not reveal these to one- who was v : \ 
not going to be a colleague, but it is none the less a pity that 
he forgot to inform me of the pact relating to Ireland,, which 
would have prevented what seemed like a schism ; more 
especially as I had given fair warning on November 24th d£:h^ ; v , 
my first impressions. A telegram then would have stopped . : 
my saying anything. That he should forget, in view of the . 
/ large calls on his time, is easily to be understobd.’.V.j ; w''.:';V;-V : '.^. 


Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman became Prime • 
Minister on December 5th, and the hopes wliich 
almost to the last Rosebery’s friends had cherished, 
that he would add strength to another; •Liberal 
Cabinet, were finally shattered. In his solitude .at...- 
Naples . in the early summer he had made a cool?: 
estimate of the probable situation : 


“I am beginning to be perplexed as to what I shall do 
when the new Liberal Government is safely installed. 

Seems to me plain that my best course would; be total and 
final retirement. - V •>>>'■• ' 

■ • “ But I have not found total and final retirement easy y 

in the past. _ ty 

' “ It would however be much easier in the future, unles^ v ; 

I am much mistaken,* for I cannot see who would wishdo ^ ;yy 
• , draw me from it. Formerly, there were only too. many.- But . »; 

/ ' hereafter there will I think be none. » *•;*«?* y 

“What alternative indeed is there?' I could speak. as, 

■ now . independently. But defence may not. be easy,__an 
v>'- •, ' criticism would , be open to hopeless misconstruction. - Eyen - , 
as small a detail , as to the side of the table L shoxdd^spea : . 
from presents difficulty. The only argument that I can . sec . 


' : i905j ; estimate of the situation ■ 

v , - against-;, retirement is future . of; Liberal Imperialism.: ; 

. • The 1 hext:‘ Government . will be radical,, perhaps extremely* y 
;■ radical ; it ^vill ‘at any rate not be Liberal Imperialist. It, : '. 

. ’ , will contain' a notable nucleus indeed of that description, but ; 
,,,V this wilb tend to drift away; and will be impelled by the- 
, ' forces' behind it in a very different direction. 

“ I may note that I have done my best for the cause, but \ 

, : have been baffled by the party machine. I acknowledge . 

that I -did not realise the strength of the machine— the •./. 

- : Hngcns, Machina. But the machine is a permanent force ; it y 
f. )/ will retain its jealousy of and enmity to whatever is extraneous .'. 

. . tp .it; . And I should be infinitely weaker than now in opposi- "y 
; ' . tioh to it. •• vf ?>.■' 

I u I -am indeed beginning to doubt if the fierce play of 
party admits of an independent political position. It is .. 
r f little to say this, for everybody has long been convinced of it. , v ; ' 

: I ani not quite but nearly convinced. / \,J’ : 

;f “ Is it then worth while to spend the few remaining years 
of one’s life in embarrassing one’s friends in office by main- y.y 
■ ' taining.an independent political position, and raising the j 
voice- of one crying in the wilderness ? The question answers ' ;, ' 
y itself. •* 

“ True, the ideas may permeate and leaven. But is even. y;;;. 

' that limited effect worth the continued maintenance of an. r . : 
attitude, of virtue between two opposing lines of battle, yV ! 
exposed to. the fire of both ? That is my present condition ; C*-V - 
:■ }it cannot be permanently prolonged. 

There, is no doubt the Liberal League. Will the League 
. y continue to exist? On that I cannot pronounce ..with ; y. .; 
certa.irity;' but I should say not. Politicians do not care - . 
y .to preach and parade in a wilderness. The fruitful oasis . 

’ of bounty and patronage will be elsewhere. . y;/ 

v“ Seeing then no other considerations of public welfare . y 
I. think I see clear and near the time at which I shall bid 'a V 
; final farewell to the political scene. : 

\ . ct :AR;”, v -J 

It will Be seen that there was no formal farewell 

moment came when all controversial 'politics >• y-f- 
'^•Lwithered before. the ’.blast of war.. But during the 
intervening years he took his own line, heading ho > y V 
;y group, "sitting on the cross-benches in the - , 'Hous&bf -'. *:■>%$ 
Lords, as powerful as ever in speech, but without the , ;y 
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: , - backing with which even the .very ; strongest ; cannot : ^ ' 

. " dispense. ; : v' ” : V; ■ ^ 

The Liberal League continued to attract Rosebery’s 
/ ; personal supporters,’ though its special purpose no ;. 

V longer existed. , It liad not entirely succeeded in-this/i ; 

but it had by no means failed in its appeal to one > r 
: ' type of genuine Liberalism. Rosebery presided 
the Annual Meeting in December 1905,, and made a 
reasoned defence of his speech at Bodmin. 
i The League remained dormant in 1906 ; but he 
spoke again at a Council Meeting in 1907, showing - . ; 

; marked mistrust of the Government, especially as : ^ 
" being too prone to make large promises . He was • :; 
-moved -to one prophecy : ‘ . k ..>-£c:S;'y. 


“The Liberal party may through some of its members; : A ; 
find itself permanently connected with hostility to property ■ ■/;. 
in all its forms. If so, I venture to predict that[:;at ; ho 
i distant time, it will find itself squeezed out between So’ciaiism , C 
and Conservatism. Socialism can promise much more to ’ * 
the predatory elements in politics ; Conservatism can afiord 
, much more confidence to those who wish to keep -things ' 

• as they are.” • •• 

The following, year (March 12th, 1908) - there 
another great meeting, when Rosebery spoke with 
•; more favour of the Liberal Government as a bulwark V 
against Socialism. This time he discussed-’ the future 

• of the League. He had doubted 'whether it should v. r - 
be continued, “having amply achieved its purpose, : 
but had been overridden by active members of the - ' 
Association.” At the end of 1907 ( December 2 6th ) 

ihe wrote to Mr. Perks : -v/V 

. . “. . . I am inclined to allow events to develop: themsejves b 

, before coming to a decision. We are between two difficulties ;; 
V our nominally League M.P.s, who are a .sort of. quicksand; and-. $ < 
the provisional stalwarts (who are not a few), who form a ; 
y : v;roek full of sharp points. I think it probable that we should ? y 
: , ; arouse as much resentment among the latter as gratitude 
•: among the former if we dissolved, i.e; we should displease , , 
our; real' friends ’arid please those who wish-to leayeiis. 1 ..- ^.Ahd^.^r^ 



J -i906]:;^f l;; 3 : riUNIVEIISITY ADDRESSES ;f $5).^ $^ 9 ^? 

.yei.Cirf bono '! /At present' I seeno answer to this ; while you : 
! ; u arid I are; more or less, iri bonds. This is not a peiTect.survey, . 
h'utiitjs riot, far, from the mark. .! ... • ••• v-.'-i u - 

^ ' “ Yrs.„, ?V"\/ ; 

'■ ■ ' • ‘‘aelu-; 


•v jit •will be recalled that the Lord Rectorship of : 

/Glasgow University had been snatched from Rosebery 4 
, i by an untoward chance. Some years later (November 
16th, 1900) he was elected and delivered his Rectorial • . 
;.“f. Address. For once he did not choose a Scottish. , . 
."// subject, but he turned to one very near his heart — ; 
'.f the British Empire. From a general sketch of our 
T diiheritahce and our obligations he passed to one of ;;; 
■ >;\j the fascinating might-have-beens of history: ,;,.V 


, u Had the elder Pitt, when he became First Minister, not “ 
s d : . l e ft the House of Commons, he would probably have retained C 
■ . k ; his sanity and his authority. He would have prevented, or.'-v' 
V.;?. suppressed, the recldess budget of Charles Townshend, have 
. ; induced George III to listen to reason, have introduced; 

.. ; .representatives from America into the Imperial Parliament* j, ■ 
and preserved the thirteen American colonies to the British?;'*' 
';;{prown.^_ Is it fanciful to dwell for a moment on what might? 

. v haye : happened ? The Reform Bill which was passed ih; ?• .. 
' . 18.32 rvould probably have been passed much earlier ; for the. .* ;'; 

new .blood of America would have burst the old vessels of 
'.•■/'.-,/riie Constitution. It would have provided for some seE-.'.?f 
adjusting system of representation, such as now prevails in. / 

; . : ’-.:the JJnited States, by which increasing population is pro- -v:, 
;. portipnately represented. And at last, when the Americans 
v ecamc - le . majority, the seat of Empire would perhaps; have; / 
•"'. ..v move d solemnly across the Atlantic, and Britain have 
'' become the historical shrine and the European outpost , of ‘.. 'V 
riie... world empire. ... It would have been the .m6stj> 

. ^.vsubhme. transference of power known to mankind. t.Our'/j 
•' u®buceptions can scarcely picture the procession across ; .’tlie v i;.v 
^bUf^l^ric, the greatest sovereign in the greatest fleet jri : the? ; 

Ministers, Government, Parliament, departing i; 

. . solemnly for the other hemisphere, not, as in the case of the b 
; fortuguese sovereigns emigrating to Brazil, under the. spur* • 
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of necessity, but under the vigorous embrace of the younger 
world. . . . Above all, had there been no separation there 
would have been no War of Independence, no War of 1812, 
with all the bitter memories that these have left on American 
soil. To secure that priceless boon I could have been satisfied 
to see the British Federal Parliament sitting in Columbia 
Territory.” 

Setting aside this wondrous day-dream, he noted 
the changed relation of Britain to the world. The 
colonial passion of other powers was not of direct 
importance to us, who do not desire to increase our 
territories, but indirectly it raises delicate and dis- 
putable points. “ Are we,” he asked, “ too compla- 
cent ? ” The example of Prussia’s recovery after the 
Napoleonic wars has a lesson for us. Are we training 
enough first-rate men for our developed responsibil- 
ities ? Should Greek be any longer a compulsory 
subject ? And is not an insidious luxury becoming 
prevalent? He asked, “Whether our land is not 
becoming the playground and pleasance of the pluto- 
crats of all nations ? ” Even healthy sport, like 
other good things, can be overdone. In a word, are 
we thorough enough ? And again he referred to 
> Germany and the United States, their commerce and 
industry. Rosebery waved no flags in the address. 

“ From my point of view,” he said, “ there is not a close 
in the darkest quarters of Glasgow, or a crofter’s cabin in 
the Hebrides, which is not a matter of imperial concern ; 
quite as truly, in its proportion and degree, as^ those more 
glowing topics to which that adjective is too often limited. 
And mark this, in all that I have said there is no word of war, 
not even the beat of a drum or the distant singing of a bullet. 
To some the Empire is little else, and that makes many hate 
the word. That is not my view. Our Empire is not founded 
on the precedents associated with that name, it is not the 
realm of conquest which that term has been wont to imply. 
It has often used the sword, it could not exist without the 
sword, but it does not live by the sword. Defence and readi- 
ness to fight are vital enough in their way, but not less vital 
is the civil and domestic side : the commerce, the education, 




.loosen] 



ADDRESS ' -AT GLASGOW 



: 'the.' intelligSiCe//‘tlie. Unceasing leaven of: : a high an d sour; 
decadence of a low ideal. 'War add conquest can fill the 
iivesi of hdt a part of the nation : a sane and simple .duty to . 
the Empire may well inspire the whole.” . • ' y-. C 



.•.-•.■•The 'address concluded with a glowing perdration ; 
of fnle eloquence in a like vein. - 4 

" Eight years afterwards (June 12th, 1908) Rosebery^/, 
spoke again at Glasgow, this time as Chancellor of the . x - 
University. The veteran Lord Stair had died at the y f ;/• 
end of 1903, and was succeeded in his office by Lord - 
Kelvin, a son of Glasgow, whose great career was ; . 
bound up with the Scottish city, but bequeathed a , !./ ' 
world- wide inheritance of applied science. This time 
Rosebery recurred to his home-land, and in a most ' 
scholarly address traced the influence of the national 
Universities on the Scottish character. It does not J. 
lend itself greatly to verbal quotation, but. on the; /' -' 
text that the modern tendency was to swamj) self- 
reliance, he spoke of it as the — . ; 


“Scottish characteristic, the heart of Scottish independ- 
■ ence and Scottish success. That is the stamp that I would; . 

. fain see the University of Glasgow affix to her teaching and 
to fhe graduates whom she sends into the world.” . s i-5 ’ 

It has been mentioned that St. Andrews, the senior 
. . University, had long declined to nominate a Liberal ’ i.Af 
; Lord Rector. By 1910 any partisan tint of Rosebeiyfs , & 
-bad become extremely faint ; and in the following y 
... -year (September 14th, 1911), the Five Hundredth ;'v yw} 
Anniversary of its foundation, the University wel-, V’> ; . 
corned the delivery of Ms Rectorial Address. HeUAyl 
. Appreciated the signal honour of being chosen for this 
. " occasion. The result was one of his most exquisite;"/;" ;; 
]:.i utterances, equally marked by historical research, and A’ 
•Ly the play of romantic fancy. The central concept ■yiv' 
;{ A\Uph, was that of the first Lord Rector of 1411 as 
> vSbuIabrag. Dean Swift, as everybody knovids, 

; these unhappy beings as doomed to immoi^afityji :., Zhfi 
, . while subject to all the infirmities of old age: In the : 
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Greek legend Zeus showed more meiny to tlie aspning / ; 
, mortal. Rosebery, with a quite unerring touch, , • ; 
""pictured the veteran watching ; the tragedies: . of 
Scottish annals, the bloodshed, the martyrdoms, the . 
final freedom from religious intolerance, the universal^ 
sway of justice in later days.,' ,; ; He woiild hear; the V: 
shriek of despair that greeted the Union, and thcnv 
see how Scotland rose and throve by neglect. Hey; 
would sum up with the words : ;'v kv;’ 


“ Be of good cheer. ... I have seen life and death and 
glory chasing each other like shadows on a summer sea.j and . 
all has seemed to be vanity. But I remain in the conviction . 
that, though individuals may suffer, when we take stock of / 
a century at its end, we shall find that the world is hetter -p 
and happier than it was at the beginnin g. SursUrii corda^y- 
Lift up your hearts, for the world is moving bmyard. ylt is ; . - j 
guided from above, and guided we may be sure with wisdom • 
and goodness which will not abandon us.'. ;;Tha£ 
comfort which even in blackest darkness must afford -light..;.* • - 


Napoleon • • >> 

Rosebery’s judgment of mankind, _:.in,:the-..p^^;;pi- 
history, and under his own eyes, was always, biased . 
by his estimate of the strength of an' individual 
character or intellect. He was hot harsh.; to .a^iable:, 
weakness, but it repelled him. _ In public life he haci 
little toleration for the class which John Mprley^-^ith - 
almost affectionate derision, loved to describees • tne 
simpletons.” Perhaps too little ; for,.; after ;' f evexy^ 

noble cause and movement, from the early Uhnsmm, 

Church down to the Abolition of : Slavery and ;, i , 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, has^ owedyiniicb 
to the enthusiasm of “ simpletons, g.^Be .that , 
may, it was the strong fibre of Cromwell and 
father and son, that won his historical l°y a 

intellectual power of Gladstone, and the supple jigou| 

of Disraeli, that awakened his young’ ambition , 
massive power of Bisniarek apd;:Cjwoyr, ,.tte 
energy of Cecil Rhodes, that -fascinated d? 



y r S Viras irbt . Biirpiisiia^: ^tll^t 
I made; a: special -study of r Napoleon. /• .And with, his ; • 
diligent .^collector’s flair ■ he brought together ; a; re-: . : 
markable, series of * portraits and autographs of the 

--rv'.‘' "'-' ll .. -••£• ,:.1„ _ ' ,.-4? 



fokan. appropriate birthday gift, filled his rooms vrith 
-./Napoleonic relics of genuine or. dubious authenticity ;/ 
./ It is safe to say that no historical figure has inspired 
•v ( the production of a mass of literature approaching ; 5 
/that in which Napoleon’s fame is smothered. Na~ / 

/ poleon as a youth in Corsica, Napoleon as .a soldier, 

•/ Napoleon as a statesman, Napoleon and the Chinch,. 

/ Napoleon and women — the volumes would overcrowd / 
/ally, average library, Rosebery sat down to write a 
/ monograph on the phase in which the credit of Britain 
is especially at stake, that of Napoleon’s exile to St. . 
Helena. He applied himself to the task with the 
closest diligence, and the result was Napoleon, the 
/ Last Phase, first published in 1908. He had studied 
all the narratives of the Emperor’s companions, and/ 

. practically all the commentaries on them by French/, 
and other writers. The book is a large quarto of 
v.some 250 pages on the sombre episode of St/Helena, ’*: 
/as he calls it — “not a bright page for either Great / 
Britain or Napoleon ; it consorts with the dignity of 
/ neither/’ ;Tt was an attempt to penetrate the dark//; 
/ ness which surrounds the last act of the Napoleonic f 
Adfama, and, thus Rosebery justifies it. 


* - < 
./£ / 


'r 


/ •/ He could not help asking, “ Why collate these - 
■'■morbid, sordid, insincere chronicles ? T ' 1 — — * t-*/ :; 




Does not his 

. fory tell us that there is nothing so melancholy as the • 
'/aspect of gi-eat men in retirement ? ” He wrote his 
/book/ he explained, partly to lay a literary . ghost/- , 
•-dormant for yearn and only quickened by stimulating: 
/leisure; . Again, . because the final judgment of History / 
•had not yet been recorded, and lastly because /Na// 


<S ■' V 

‘ ''it ' 1 



Unit fipbody can fail -to admire its. thorougliness and// 


11—17 






602 


THE NEW 




genuine impartiality, If. as he told v an English!;": 
audience, 1 he seemed to have taken the French side;® 

-.4- ttrfkn E 4*E/S' A4*ri nn TE 1 - J 'll ' ^ A' * « ' *\ ** 


it was because the facts as he saw them led him there, v" 
The book has not the charm of\ the Clmrdnttmonof: v 
graph ; but it is bound to survive as the best /docU-v - 
mented and most sympathetic narration of those- sixy!! 
heart-breaking years. A great deal still remains :; :.: 
unrecorded and mysterious about them' \ :*,£ % • iff!?' 

Rosebery’s interest in Napoleon and in French" 
literature was further shown, in 1912 , by his French ^ 
Introduction to Comte Albert Vandal’s L’Avenement yy 
de Bonaparte in the Collection Nelson. 

The other important outcome of Rosebery’s; leisure .!-:; 
was Chatham, his Early Life and Connedi0s,\tpv$f?. «£ 
lislied in 1910 . He had full access to the family V 
papers at Dropmore and to others at Holland 'Hquseyyy 
Chatham’s Life has never been written at;fidi : length,!(i^ 
and Rosebery decided that, strictly speaking, it never :; 
can be. His book gives a delightful picture/of-'Willi^lMl^ 
Pitt’s youth, with copious extracts from theDropmorey;;;: 
correspondence with his sisters, and it tells of the 
amazing rise to wealth and power of'; the '• Tefhple - -rL 
Grenville stock. The story goes on with a sketch • 
of the leading actors then on the political; stage, and u ; ' 
of continental affairs. It carries through the complL 
cated tale of European warfare till Pitt’s accession. -,y 
to office in 1746 , right up to the formation of the ; • 
Duke of Devonshire’s administration iii - 1756 , in yy 
which Pitt was the leading figure. ‘ < 

The book is eminently readable, with many of the' ?; 
happy touches that were Rosebery’s own;, reminiscentj ^ 
of Macaulay’s, but generally with a lighter handy; ; 
He was dissatisfied with it himseh:; hnd yit" ;iheve?^,r. 
attained the popularity of his Pitt. -'PerTiaps -.hAtrie'4|-- ; i : 
to do rather too much, or too little. He 
himself swimming in gurgite vaslo of European 
and there was no apparent reason why the., . , _ 
should close just before the most glorious act of tije 
Chatham drama. The conclusion* therefore, seems:y 


i.f;. 


td;6cf more; fibrupi of Treyel- ? : ' 

van’s fascinating Early Life of Charles James (Fox. 

llosebery’s " comparative desertion from political 
platforms, except on the Free Trade issue, set him freed } 
on more of the uncontroversial occasions when his 
speeches sounded with the happiest ring. In 1901, ; 
first in Edinburgh (January 31st), and then in the"; 
shadow of the ruined Palace of Linlithgow (February 7\ 
7th), ;he moved Addresses of condolence and welcome 
on the King’s accession. His knowledge of history - ; 
and of contemporary Europe, and his deep personal 
devotion to both Sovereigns, enabled him to pay : 
tributes to Queen Victoria and King Edward with a 
felicity which no speaker of his time could have ; 
cinulatcd. Just before, at the meeting of the Scottish 


History Society, he had lamented the death of Lord . 
Bute, one of his oldest friends and a man of most 
original character, living in research of the remote 
past, and so not receiving the credit which his attain- ' . ' v ; 
ments merited. . ' 


77 (^Rosebery was not much of a practical gardener; 

but he was a practical reader, and at the Royal 
• ; ; ;Galedonian Horticultural Show (September 13th, 1901) Ja;; 
y: ; ;JiO !,was able to please his hearers with excerpts from (Xi- 
Bacon’s Essays and from Jolm Reid’s “Scots’ Gar-' f if 
l; wdener ” of Charles II’s day. When Scottish Home \r;> 
; Industries called him to Glasgow (October 23rd), he - /ft 
■^complained amid laughter that these, too, were “a, V 1 ; 
d 'little out-. of my ordinary line of business,” but he;, 't? 
(f took .occasion to defend Harris tweed from attacks 7 i 
made on it by a correspondent of The Times as the c v y 
: deri in which countless bacilli lurked. It was not'd: 5 
difficult, in that company, to make a case for the, . 7 ; 
;,wdrk done in Highland shielings. : Jf-f/f 

d ' ® ie 220th Anniversary Dinner of the Company of , 

: Merchants of Edinburgh (November 14<th) was! .a/ 
graver occasion. But the fiscal controversy was not- V 
^yet; alive, and all that Rosebery did was to express • ; 

^preference ’i for a business Administration in which v? ! . ’ 
7 party machinery would be both useless and forgotten, y “ 
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published works. Rosebery, when thanked for pre- 

si/ 1 nYir nnrmYlcn'no,! 4-K^-f- 1 ,,. l.--' J ‘ ‘ • v -. - K .. 



-Purcells Manning as one. of. the ygxeat- ’booksi: 
of biography in the language. In his own Utopia, he 
proceeded, he would appoint a Board of Censors -to ^ 
decide whose biographies might be written, and whose - 
not. Licensed biographies might be divided into/; 
three .classes ; three volumes, two, or one being per- - 
mitted to each class. On the other hand,, the class'- 
permitted to write autobiographies should be in- 
finitely extended, because ‘every truthful autobib- i 
graphy must be interesting. . . . 

Everybody must wish that Rosebery had joined y; 
that goodly fellowship of autobiographers. But his ,; 
present biographer may congratulate himself' that' the -;; 
skeleton of an autobiography can be articulated fromj 
the candid memoranda and notes of which there arc . 
so many. 


In the winter of that year and in 1902 he was:: ~ 
* - immersed in the political wiiirlpool, but he came toiCv:; 
Glasgow (October 12th, 1902) to unveil Gladstone’s^^ 
statue. It was a non-party occasion, and lie de- '4 
livered a non-party speech, touching in turn ph ;':- 
■ Gladstone’s many-sidedness, “to thosehwho -were:?- 
■ privileged to know him, his politics seemed (but '-the^,' 
least part of him ” ; his faith, not only in religidh^jbutr 
in great causes, inspiring him with deep-seated yandilh 
impervious certainty ; his industry, to which .an eight-: ;h| 
V y hour day would have been a holiday - his /courage,:-; / 

. physical no less than moral — “ brave among the : 
brave”: . 


); : ; : ,P . “ Such lives speak for themselves. They need ho statues^;;. 
. .They face the future with the confidence of high purpose;:-;,:-: 
vf-X>'ahd ''endeavour. The statues are not" for. .themVibiit fpr f :usd^ 
’■hv -hid us .be conscious of our trust, 'mindful -of. pUr ,duty^vr ; 
; scornful of opposition to principle arid feithi”vfr\ : >; ! p.:d;;^:> b. 
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-y The . -Scottish History ^Society again claimed : him 
for its aimual meeting (November 29th, 1903) —when 
a presentation was made to the indefatigable secretary, 
Mr. ' Thomas Law. Rosebery pleaded for the pre- 
servation of the family papers, diaries, account-books, 
and what not of the past, too often negleeted or 
..thrown away. Charters were the affairs of special 
societies ; but these humbler records should be the 
peculiar care of this Society. 

:';?.'Two very different occasions fell on the same snowy 
day (December 2nd). In the forenoon a tablet was 
unveiled in St. Giles’ to the memoty of the 1st Bat- 
talion the Royal Scots fallen in the war. Rosebery 
traced the history of the regiment, and did honour 
to the glorious dead. In the evening he attended the 
dinner of the National Fat Stock Club, at whose 
show he had won a series of prizes. Prizes or no 
prizes, the fattening industry was vastly expensive to 
an amateur ; but Rosebery, who knew little about it, 
looked on it as part of his duty to the neighbourhood, 
v, So lie delighted his professional audience by observing : 


y; V “.Ity.is .by personal, careful, and daily attention to the. 
■-,'b beasts on my part — by wakeful nights devoted to the 
' corpulence of a particular animal — by handing to every beast 
•Hy KIs appointed oil-cake from my own hand — it is only by these . 
-yhieans that I have been able to obtain success.” 


V./v:. Rosebery unveiled the Stevenson Memorial in St. 
^'Giles’ (June 27th, 1904), of which, eight years before, 
pjib; had been the true begetter. The best intellect 
; of Edinburgh assembled round the powerful work of , ; . . ; 
: ; ; hhe American sculptor St. Gaudens. Rosebery spoke. :V 
5; .simply, ; with no further critical estimate of the • y 
: beloved writer. : ‘ 

y,^;He ..touched on Scottish history again when they h 
: yRoyal Scottish Corporation dined in London (Novem-- : J.h A 
:.rber,)30th, 1904), dwelling on the impression of ,ex- 
' treme . savagely that Scotland produced- on strangers 

'end of the eighteenth century : ‘t-Is it : ; 
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not a noble and inspiring thought: ion all of us tliat' 
it is from that foundation that springs the Scotland- 
of to-day ? ” He ended by a thought of the ; Scots- 
men scattered all over the Empire, quoting. The 
exquisite stanza— “ From the lone shieling of the: 
misty island ’’—that would make the fortune of any 
poem enshrining it . 1 

The Scottish branch of the Associated Booksellers' 
gave him another opportunity of showing his love of 
letters (June 9th, 1905). Mr. John Murray gave the 
toast of Literature in a capital speech. Rosebery in 
his reply took up the proposer’s points,, denied his 
own competence to reply to the health of Homer,' 
Dante, and Voltaire, but claimed that Literature and 
Education are Edinburgh’s staple products : ^ v ' : : ^ ; : -- 


YY 


“ There is no author bred under the shade of EdihburgH ; y^ 
town, no publisher who has learned his business there, who ' f 
does not feel that genius loci, that immemorial ^ ti’aditioh,tthat';;';| 
splendour of historical association which has made Edinburgh '-Jy. 
what she is, which has made you happy to come here, and us 
proud to welcome you.” 


m 


The Auld Brig of Ayr was threatened with demoji-Hg 
tion, unless ample funds could be collected to restore, 
it. Rosebery had vowed, 


he said at a 
meeting (September 25th), never to: :;utjber.| 
word about Burns in public. But Bt«ms, ; glp^ed.:thdf^: 

A.Ul(l SO it WES ‘^ rk ' M r\Ao4*V cmlrA 4*1^ oi f ? *R ACbKpTV ’ ?!. 

had to plead in a 





“ If every man who has attended a 
tears for the memory of Burns, and made speeches^^ abput^t 
Burns, and recited poems about Burnish and ;drurifc 
honour of Burns, if every one of them . now living in ;thh %'orldr^ 
were to send a .shilling , or even 
would be overflowing, and you would 
.•Brig in order to expend your funds. ” ; t . 
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' As Lord-Lieutenant Rosebery had to open the vast 
Asylum at Bangour. His County Council experience 
made him -familiar with his distressing subject, and 
while praising the accommodation provided, he said 
that the full blossom of municipal work would not be 
reached until the worthy workman be provided with 
the comforts extended to the intellectually ill. 

Sir James Gibson Craig had just ceased to be 
Convener of Midlothian, and was presented (October 
ISth, 1906) with his portrait after life-long service 
to the county. Rosebery was able to assert with 
conviction that Sir James had chosen the wiser part 
by abstaining from political life : 

“ All liis work has been tangible and useful. Do you 
think he could have said that if he had gone to the House of 
Commons ? ” 

The year after (July 14th, 1907) Rosebery again 
laid stress on the paramount interest and importance 
of local affairs when a still older County Convener, 
Sir Robert Dundas of Arniston, one of the chiefs of 
that historic family, in turn presented his portrait 
to the county : “ A great Scottish gentleman, and a 
great Scottish worthy,” said Rosebery. 

But the most memorable appearance of Rosebery 
in Edinburgh during these years was the parade 
oT the Scots Greys (November 16 th, 1906). The 
oeeasion was the unveiling of the Memorial to fallen 
officers and men ; but it was rendered more acute by 
a recent order depriving the Scottish garrison of 
cavalry. At the open-air ceremony, in pouring rain, 
Rosebery delivered a perfect little discourse. He 
spoke of the laurels won under Marlborough, at 
^Waterloo, in the Crimea, and now in South Africa ; 

“Honour to the brave who will return no more. We 
shall not see their faces again. In the service of their 
Sovereign and their country they have undergone the sharp- 
u css of death, and sleep their eternal sleep, thousands of 
miles away in the green solitudes of Africa. Their places. 


‘S'T 
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their comrades, their saddles will know them no more, for 
they will never return to us as we knew them. But in a 
nobler and a higher sense, have they not returned to us 
to-day ? They return to us with a message of duty, of 
courage, of patriotism. They return to us with a memory 
of high duty faithfully performed ; they return to us with the 
inspiration of their example. Peace, then, to their dust, 
honour to their memory. Scotland for ever ! ” 

At the luncheon afterwards he lamented that a 
Scottish Secretary of War and a Scottish Prime- 
Minister had brought about the removal of cavalry. 
What were Scottish Liberal members for ? It was a 
delicate position for Rosebery, whose active lieutenant 
Haldane had been, but he skated skilfully on the thin 
ice. 

At a great public meeting on the same question 
(December 3rd) he ridiculed the alleged cost of 
£200,000 for retaining the regiment : “ Scotland, if she 
asks for ever so little, is always stinted and always 
starved.” And when he distributed prizes to the 
Midlothian Garrison Artillery Volunteers he returned 
more hopefully to the same question. In this latter 
speech (December 9th, 1906) he spoke strongly 
against any form of obligatory service. 

The Ayr Brig appeal came up again. Rosebery 
was once more summoned to Glasgow. He was able 
to invent a speech of vanning freshness on the old 
theme : what Burns did for Scotland ; what he did 
for the Church “ by dissociating religion from the 
outward husk of cant in which it was enveloped and 
•withered.” And for once he quoted freely from the 
poet. The Auld Brig was saved, and in July 1910 
Rosebery presided at its re-opening. 

As a matter of course Rosebery was summoned to 
the inauguration of Queen Victoria’s statue at Leith 
(October 15th, 1907). The Provost called on him as 
the orator and mouthpiece of Scotland whenever a 
great occasion arose. Rosebery’s encomium pointed 
to the conclusion of the whole matter : 






SCOTTISH LANDHOLDERS 



. 7 : \s The. -test of a reign must be • the, condition •; of the nation 
■ 5 1 self— its . (mo ral , .physical,". intellectual welfare and what 
' reign - 'will, better^ 'bear that test tHahrthe long years'pf .Queen'- V 
: yictdfia.? '\;‘; .> v In due , course Edward ; -tie^'I^ac^catpT^V'-' ' 
-follows Victoria the Good. .. Long may we iook.to a suehessibn ■ 7 - 
of ihdnafchs deriving their ideas of duty. : and 
.this august source.” ’’ ' 


• ilCA Scion' afterwards there was a series of engagem^tsV‘;T 
> at Glasgow. Rosebery became a Bonnet-maker aiid ,‘k i 
x'VvDyer.; -and the remarkable Provands Lordship Club, y£, 

: boasting their headquarters at the oldest inhabited 
house in Scotland, entertained Mm at dinner-— old , b-: 

(;;• Scots fare served on pewter, and rum punch, at plain • 

(". deal tables lit by candles in brass candlesticks. This ; 

(,■, was delightful, but more serious affairs took hini to . 
-^/Glasgow; In August he had spoken strongly in the by m 
(H ouse of Lords against the Scottish Landholders’ 
vC Bill;. largely because it seemed to burden Scotland . 'X 
b; with " the Irish system of fair rents and fixity bf . bb 
b.bt enure. Now in Glasgow he denounced the measure (. ib- 
b-.with great vigour, explaining how it had caused him 
to . break , eighteen months of silence on political i' V f 
• .( questions. Mr. Gladstone, he said, would have ap- '=/ ; : U 
y.prbached the case with laborious investigation. TlielY-ff, 
b crofter system was unsuited to Scotland as a whole: H-yb 
the bill introduced dual ownership, however much that ';b 
' might' be denied ; and it initiated in Scotland the fatal, 

, "Irish system, of landholding. '’ ,s; 

Vv( There was plenty to be said both for and against 
.the measure. The significance of Rosebery’s' attitude -b’-v'b 
f lies in the fact that since 1905 he had become a critic 
pui’c and simple of the Government. When he agreed • : . • > 
with , them he did not think it necessary to say so ; b', 

(they were the party in power. But when he differed! b 
• :as he often did, duty obliged him to protest.; 

. thus gave the impression of being more perpetually, 
hostile.;, to his Liberal friends than he actually (Wab!;; ; 

(He was an authentic occupant of the cross-benches'/?:'?'^’: 
on which formerly he must always have east a some- . ’ 

What envious eye. • - • •. • . 
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, ■/•.- Yachting 

Rosebery ; since he was again master of his own dime ; 
He became owner Of a- fme vOssdlyfche :Zatda^a.rid : ,y^'^ 

elected to the Royal; 

one, principal element in determminghischo^ 
Posilipo was an admirable base for.^^Me^t^piejEffl^ 
tour. One or other member of ^ hiaffaimly oftehl 
joined in a cruise, he usually slept welt at sea, -/and ; 
altogether life on board his yacht afforded the- chief 
fruition of his later years now that he seldom %vas f ; 
seen on a race -course. When England was plunged y 
in mourning in 1901, after Rosebery had attended f; 
King Edward’s first Council — “ A confused and . un- : 
dignified ceremony : except for the new King, who y 
was perfection” — he soon started for Rome, where 
his son Neil joined him at the begiiming.bf -£pnKvj 
The elder, Dalmeny, was now at Sandhurst, after - 
making the most of his Eton jmarsf : ;5R6sehefyS 
lingered longer than usual at Rome, seeing ;mucli:df JJ 
the diplomatic world. One evening (March'27tk)y 
he was inspired to a “purple” reflection, such i as j 
he seldom noted now: 




“After dinner to the Coliseum — a band playing, 
rocket or two, then Bengal lights — these last ' yulgar. ; 

before they began I was profoundly impress^^.witit^the^- 
scene — this great gaunt skeleton of time in which thefe once ^' 
throbbed so full and tumultuous a life,, where,dhe ; ;dtisty::- 
Pagan crowd thronged, as to a bull-light, to see the=:torn^; 
Christians furnish sport ; this imperishable monument which.; 
defies time, and watches impassively the vicissitudes of Bphie,';|: 
now containing a small crowd of tourists, ^,li.stenmg : .vtp‘tan>v. 
Italian military band and waiting for the paltry fireworks,.-^ 
■with the eold moon looking cynically down;”;.:- 


’ , , After the Palm Sunday celebrations they, passed on ; 
to Naples and the Villa Rosebery, with hrnew/st^mv,- 
y v : launch for excursions to the town hnd; : beyphd.; 

- . for a longer distance greater tonnage was needed, and 

£ they were given berths in H.M.S. Ccesdv- tp,^Malt»i; ; 
vy ; saw the British Elect in its splendour, drove foiiron- '- 
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Oil 


hand with Lord Charles Beresford ; Rosebery Had a 
very; interesting two hours with Admiral Fisher ; and 
sobacktoNaples in H.M.S. Surprise. . ; 

The Duchess of Cleveland died at Wiesbaden on 


^ - 18th, 1901, and another chapter was closed. 

A ; She had shown amazing energy in travel — visiting 
Spain, Egypt, Constantinople (where she was decor- 
f > ated by the Sultan), and then India (where she went 1 
/' ;: 5 . : alone and unattended, by her own wish). At past 
, Weighty she had preserved all the wit and spirits of her 
A. V; girlhood. She and her son had always kept up a 
' ^ correspondence of warm affection, and in the previous 
y yV/ ' .year they had joined in a common sorrow, the loss of 
■ y Lord Leconfield and his chivalrous friendship for his 
f /; ; mother-in-law and brother-in-law. Some months be- 
fore Rosebery had written (June 1st, 1900) : 


;.c “I send you my most heartfelt and affectionate wishes for 
/. '" your health and happiness. You always have them, but 
V ■' never more than on your birthday.” 

’ : > / Rosebery now hastened to Wiesbaden. His mother ' 
had been under the care of Dr. Pagenstecher, the 
‘ ;. v world-famous oculist ; in his friendly company y 
; ..V. Rosebery found “Wiesbaden more glorious with.; 
ivy^osSom than any place I ever saw.” A simple ... 

funeral' (May 24th) at Raby was the last scene. 

Aiby/AA quiet summer followed. “I have not spent 
Derby Day in London since I was at school.” Then 
y ' y-, -a; visit -to Geneva where Neil Primrose was studying, 
yy , and excursions to Coppet and Prangins. He went on -y 
} y%;: : ; : to.Gdst e iny u lonelier than ever,” and read enormously. ’ 
n:S' yin "Frenehv including little pocket volumes of Musset ; 
y : -whielr he read out of doors. And not French books ,7 
; • : V /(.exclusively : “ Took Plutarch’s Demosthenes out with 
;•;/ y me. '; What good reading it is.” When June 21 st- 
. ; came : y . Vy A 

A. glorious unspeakable day, rewarding one for the. past 
r;^;vand;^b I iterating. it. Sate out all day. I love this 'longest; :":, 
w.-w' ^ ^y* not least because -it is the anniversary of the fall of i the A'-. 

Aud to-night how I enjoyed my 'after- }ft. 


;.V ; dinner walk on tlie Kaiser promenade ; the dark bulk of the ^ • 
mountains, the pure air of heaven itself, the great black ; . 

oil i n A nf flip nnnncitp.mQcc -fl-vof rri t./-! c iw t" 


chine of the 
moon — new 


* • , 1 . - - . • «. . O''.,'', WiMVU ,v? 

opposite mass that girds in Gastein, with a divine:.. y 
not perhaps the newest.” 


In October Rosebery engaged in a new enterprise.,^ 
He joined the Board of the Great Northern Railway/: " 
The autumn months in Scotland passed as usual. : 

Rosebery’s Scottish activities during ; the first 
decade of the century are touched on elsewhere. '•••But 
he was also busy in England from time to time. It 
was a compliment to him as a public orator to. be 
asked to lead the Winchester celebration of King 
Alfred’s Millenary (September 19th, 1901), for med- 
iaeval history had never been his playground as modern { 
history was, and in his dedicatory speech he said ^ ;■ 


“ In him we venerate not so much the striking actor in our • 
history as an ideal Englishman, the perfect sovereign, the ; 
pioneer of England’s greatness.” : v <?■- ■ - ) 

A Service followed — “ The Cathedral stunned me 
by its magnificence.” 

Rosebery became Chancellor of the University of 
London in 1902. He was the first to be elected by 
Convocation. It was the tradition to appoint a 
Liberal Chancellor. At his first Presentation Day : 
he honoured the memory of the four p ers onal friends '; ? 
who had preceded him, Lords Granville,-!; Derby, .■£ 
Herschell, and Kimberley. Later in the year lie 
formally visited the new physical laboratories, and 
was surrounded by a galaxy of men of science^! ; 

At the opening of the Goldsmiths’ College (Septem- ; 
her 29th, 1905), one of the germs of the Imperial 
College of Science and Technology, Rosebery praised ■ 
the munificence of the great City Company and the 
co-operation of the local authorities, but he wga;.- 
happiest in foretelling the priceless work to .be done - 
by the newer Universities with London at their head. 

Two years later (May 8th, 1907) a somewhat;: 
delicate situation arose. The Chancellorship of vGx-^ 
ford fell vacant, and in response : to a , requisition : 





LONDON/ AND HARROW 



X Rosebery allowed his name to be put forward, well , 

; knowing that tradition would enforce the choice of, :// 
a Conservative candidate. On Presentation Day the; 
Chancellor explained his position to a sympathetic 
' audience : his election to Oxford was impossible and 
; his devotion to London could not be excelled. A ‘ 

• He opened the London Day Training College in ; 
Southampton Row, and thought that the education of / 

•; 5 1 examiners might be as important as that of teachers. ; 
/. , // One pleasant educational episode fell in this period. f . 

, 1; Rosebery had always remained a pugnacious Etonian/ • 
and had never even seen Harrow. Recently a 
/■'. lamentable fire at Eton had cost the lives of two boys. 

■ The Head of the School at Harrow had been deputed 
. to take a wreath to the funeral. Rosebery — now to . 

. his great pleasure a “Fellow of Eton” 1 — spontan- r , 

. . Cously attended Speech Day at Harrow, and told how 
deeply this act had gone to the hearts of Etonians. 

One further London interlude can be mentioned ‘ 

, here. At the 10th Annual Meeting of the London v // 
; / Topographical Society Rosebery spoke of the fascina- 
■ting subject of Whitehall Palace. 

... It was one of the best of his short addresses, for he • ’ 
: /h was in. his element in telling how the home of thirty ‘ , 
-// Archbishops of York, seized by Henry VIII, the -A 
, p; favourite palace of Stuart Kings and stained with the • /;. 

blood of one of them, was deserted and in the main . 
•/./destroyed at the close of the seventeenth century. ! *•/ 
./-Lie revelled, too, in telling of the “splendid dream”. 

. of the plan that Inigo Jones drew for James I for a-'/'"- 
/ palace far larger than the Escorial, far grander than ' 

.// the Louvre or Versailles, with its huge central court : ';h: 
/•//and 'six great side courts. 


/ ‘‘One may look back with regret,” said. Rosebery, “if it y -h 
. be eyer worth while to look back with regret, to the oppor- ' 
: tunity lost by Barry when the new Houses of Parliament • : V 

were erected. ... \ ov-,... 


ok fitlc had recently been revived for the GpV«cniiig;5B^V.r‘ ; ;v 
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: r : “Had the . Stuarts spent the, money they squandered \£ 

otherwise in realising the plan of Inigo, Jones 3 it would'liave'' | 

■ V. stood in mitigation of the judgment of .history. ; , The record-";^, 
'/'"if' ing angel of architecture would have blotted; out. many of - 
their misdeeds -with, a' grateful tear -; and we,' as we passdd 
///'./ the stately facade of the palace, would : have said, ‘They ■ : 
were bad Kings, but after all they left us that.’,”. -•Pvf,//:-.// 

,:/•/. Oxford was not to lose Rosebery altogether, for ; 
''-. when Cecil Rhodes died and created his famous 
foundation, a Trust was formed of which Rosebery 
' : was the senior member. His friendship with Rhodes . d 
was of long standing, and the two had many talks', 
and walks together at the Durdans. When Rosebery 
was in office correspondence passed freely on South 
and East African questions. Rhodes, full of his d 
spinal railway system northwards, was lukewarm d: 
■ about the Uganda railway; but of course favoured /;■ 
expansion towards the Lakes. In April 1895 lie; 
jp wrote : • 


; ‘V “ I am getting on well, but Africa is changing, and IJmow y 
there are many breakers ahead. Still, if you have personally; 

■ gamed all that can be personally won, I think it; makes Aou - 
, very much stronger to do your best to carry out your, fixed , r 

ideas. . V-« 

“X have been touched to hear that you have been. Ilf,.. ^ 
but as an outsider I believe if you have patience you wi . 
win. I feel mental worry has helped your sleeplessness. ; -;. 

.V/ -• In 1899 Rhodes had sent a hundred guineas to flic 
; Methodist Million Fund, and had received cordial ,, 
thanks from Mr. Robert Perks. Telling Rosebery oi ■. 
this letter Rhodes wrote : -y. y\\ /Vf 


•“ 1 am going to face the music. You must remember hiy ;.; 
little troubles are nothing to yours.” ' ■ 


.It was fitting that the statesman to whom the Em- 
pire meant most should be one to hold imtrus ^ 

. •/<.' benefaction left by the greatest dreamer of Iippenai . 
dreams. A tablet was erected in the . Examination 
Schools at Oxford to commemorate the foundation oi . 






'• ^:He reminded 'the Hearers that Rosebery whs Hie only 
: '- lining Oxdhian Piirae ^Ihnster, an historian, statesman^; 
I; arid loratoiy through Whom • Cecil Rhodes hack Beehs 
C i admitted to the Privy Council. Rosebery dwelt on 
^Rhodes’s; devotion to Oxford, and on the way in 
v.Cwhich His last years were solaced by his inspiration h>f 
Ci?: c dmbinmg service to the University with his Imperial 
; ' ideas. . Nobody had ever been more slandered in his 
v-lifetiihe than Rhodes, whose life was simplicity itself.: 
r . Rosebery recalled two conversations, one showing 
^Rhodes with a strong desire for posthumous fame * 
the other when the hand of death was nearly on him, 
in a different mood — “life and fame and achievement, 
'a -.w everything is too short.” But Rosebery believed that 
- Cy in South Africa, in the whole Empire, and perhhps 
: i"f:hot least at Oxford his fame is still secure. - • y: ; ,v 




‘.‘ In this ancient University his surest and noblest monu- 
■ : ihehthvill be the career, the merits, and the reputation of the : o/u- 
’'scholars whom he has summoned within these walls,” 

CyC- ‘The Rhodes Trust was fortunate in securing as its fj/j 
v.Ci fh’st secretary Mr. Francis Wylie . 2 An accomplished^ c J 
i-i / sdn of Oxford, he was for a time tutor to Rosebery’s ’'/C;;. 
I^i/sons,^ to their great advantage. This enabled. them 
^ ^fathepfto' estimate the qualities which made him a;WC 
(;:W^hlued}official of the Trust long after Rosebery hini--ifi 
-^.Wselfvhad'-; been ’'unable to help in its active conduct. , 
■^^THemqbie Rhodes House now stands as an embodi-Ci>;V 
yCtrhent’of its founder’s vision. 

^g^Epsom always kept a strong hold on Rosebery’s;-;*,^ 
U W; affections. .. He liked the historical associations, .ndtCoC 
; merely those of the most famous racecourse- -in' 

:.of: the town where Pepys and Nell' 'Gwpic|$t 
^•^had yisitedi where fashion has thronged to the Weils;yy: 
: .where : u the bad Lord Lyttelton ” had been hamited; vv,; ; 

flavour of his own more ye'c'Idess^f^-' 

{afterwards Sir Herbert) Warren. AX' 

- - : -jr v' \ ;; ' y,;.‘ .f Sh.Prancis Wylie resigned his post in 1980;'y 
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Durdans, ; or. The Durdansj liad : a chequered history. ; 

■- ;• . The original dwelling was believed to have been built >• . 
from the materials of Henry VIII’s gorgeous palace 
of Nonsuch, which fell into the rapacious hands of 
Barbara Palmer, Duchess of Cleveland, became dere- 
lict, and was pulled down. The Durdans belonged to 
that. Earl of Berkeley whose daughter Henrietta ;; : 
became the heroine of a notorious family scandal. ; . 

. In the eighteenth century it passed to the Earl of i 
Guilford, and was afterwards inhabited by Frederick; - ;. 
Prince of Wales, who enjoyed the hawking for. which V • 
Epsom Downs were famous. Before long the fine V? 
house was stripped and demolished. Another- '.was; 
being erected on the same site when it was . entirely ; 
destroyed by fire in 1764. Soon a smaller building 
took its place, the property changed hands more than 
once, and ultimately belonged to Mr. Arthur Heathcote, ; ; | 
locally known as “ Squire Heath cote,” an; offshoot of 
the family of which Lord Aneaster is the head. He //;, 
seems to have been something of a Squire Western, ~ 
and is chiefly remembered from his ownersMp;of ' .the,.V; 
Derby winner Amato , singular as having run in that; ',;- 
race and that alone. The horse is buried inthe 
•- grounds of the Dmdans, side by side with a favourite.; 
stag-hound, and his memory is kept green by the 
Amato Inn, just below the Durdans and a ; popular 
resort of tipsters of the humbler class. ^ When: Bose-;^ ■ 
•befy bought the estate it was a small affair, with a few 
paddocks belonging to it. As years went on lie 
added to it considerably, and divided his stud of iqares; . ; 
and yea rlin gs between it and Mentmore. • . He . also V 
greatly improved the house, and gardens, adding a, • 
delightful library and other rooms. There, too, wak 
. housed the wonderful collection of sporting pictures, . 
... headed by Stubbs’ Eclipse , which he began to form in 
the days when they could be bought for comparatively . 
little, before American taste had swept these open- 
air products of British art into the net that has 





captured so many bigger fish. Rosebery was fond of 
telling how >: when he was Foreign Secretary, it now 
and; then happened that some solemn diplomatist 
from abroad came down on solemn business, and 
stared in amazement at the spectacle of the Minister 
.surrounded by effigies of racehorses, jockeys, and 
fighting-cocks. 1 

Certainly there could be no pleasanter parties than 
.those at the Durdans, serious or gay. Nothing could 
Oust .his Scottish homes from his affections ; but in 
his later yearn there was little to choose between 
them and the Durdans. He was on the pleasantest 
/terms with his Epsom neighbours, notably Mr. and 
Mrs. Northey of Woodcote Place, whose family had 
/been conspicuous there for two hundred years ; and 
Mr. and Mi's. Aston of Woodcote Grove. Mr. Aston 
was a keen Liberal Leaguer, and Rosebery’s frequent 
companion in long walks. One day — 


On the way hack past Epsom Common, I saw a huge 
blaze !> ‘ ’Tis Durdans,’ I said. Aston tried to reassure me, 

■ ; but in vain. What an agony it was till I got home and saw 
that it was the lower yard on fire — fine flames they were. 
But what a reaction of joy and gratitude. I realised what it 
h; ; would be to lose my beloved nest. Thanks be to God.” 


< Sir Rowland Blades 2 and his family, close by at 
> V Leatherhead, were frequent visitors and valued ; , :• 
./.•friends. " • 

-y. / But Epsom was not only a Sans-Souci for a weary h; / 

/ /statesman. Rosebery meant to be a good townsman,/ 1 ; / 
}/ and he became an active member of the Urban District 
/ Council,' scrupulously attending its meetings. He / / ; 

also zealously supported the renovation of the two ; 

//W 3 There is a parallel story of a bishop, one of the most famous scholars j ' . : 
of liis‘day, who received a peculiarly pompous clergyman on business.' - •rV.-l 
- The 1 visitor began, .“I find Your Lordship in your study, immersed, 
no doubt,, in the researches that have made your name so famous.” 

. “ As a matter of fact,” replied the bishop, “I was looking; 'at - the -• - «. 

: -)Spotting Times. ” And it was true, for one of the sons of the palace h - v 
.took in ■the pihsk periodical. ' ’ ' \ ',\.Y,y.\ 

.Mayor of London 1926-7; cr. Lord Ebbisham 1028. - : 
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churches which he and his family attended, 7 Epsom 
College was founded in 1855, and soon became noted • 
for its science teaching — when science' teaching was 
generally kept in the background. It then became a • 
recognised portal to the profession of medicine. 
Rosebery was its President, and maintained friend- 
ship with the successive headmasters, all men of mark 
in the educational world. He was conspicuous at 
the Jubilee festival in 1905. Soon afterwards his 
devotion to the Epsom ratepayers brought him into 
conflict with a still older love, the London County 
Council. London had to house its lunatics somewhere, 
and it acquired the large estate of Horton Manor, on 
which vast buildings began to rise. Rosebery wrote 
a piteous letter to The Times (March 4th, 1907), 
detailing the circumstances, and maldng appeal for 
mercy to the new Council. He quoted an earlier 
letter from the leading residents of Epsom to the 
L.C.C., of which it may be concluded he was - the _ 
author. Did it not strike the Council as hard, it had 
then been asked, that the little community of Epsom 
should be selected as the dumping-ground for so great 
a proportion of the mental disease of the County of 
London ? In his present letter, his blood boiled, lie 
declared, at the injustice of the infliction, and he dwelt 
on the prospect of escaped lunatics penetrating into 
the houses of nervous residents. In fact, from time 
to time a few patients, happily of the milder variety, 
did escape ; and Rosebery wrote further indignant 
letters to the Press. In his many walks and dnves 
he encountered parties of these poor people oftener 
than his fellow-townsmen had the chance of doing ; 
but in his protests he was certainly the mouthpiece - 
of local sentiment, However, the mass of practical 
considerations prevailed ; and nothing happened until 
the world-wide lunacy of the war distracted the 
ordinary existence of peace-time lunatics, as of 
everybody else. They were carted off to distant 
establishments, and Horton, for ,the time being, 
overflowed with wounded soldiers. 






THE; HOUSE AT ROSEBERY ’ 



[k .i^^B^sebe^rwas at any- 'rai&Csaf^ 

-'^'isito^ in;; his smaller home of ' Rosebery* iii ■ the hills : 
.f;’V oh tti<^ Before the days of motor- ; 

V . cars it was something of an expedition to get to it, , 


y there, with his sons or a. neighbour or two. There 
■Cyy&aaSmhU grouse-moor, with. a converted farm-house 
a's a shooting-box ; and a good stretch of coverts and 
flow-ground shooting, with the singular variety of 
C game in limited quantities which makes that form of 
u-lsport so : pleasant in Scotland. There were friendly 
;; houses within easy reach, and places of interest, like 
Gockpen famed in verse, and the soft beauty of 
v • Hawthornden. For a moment Rosebery contem- 
plated Considerable additions to the simple house, 

h- 1 ' ' '1 '* '• t ‘ 1 1 ' 1 • 1 1 71 1 I *< 11 1 i tl* 


-if more. Plans were prepared by a distinguished archi- 
tect of Edinburgh, not on the scale of Inigo Jones and 
^iVpiitehall, but such as would have turned Rosebery 
• ; 'intov a regular country house. The shifting events of 
.'his later years made its owner abandon them, not 
mtHout regret. 





y. : ; CHAPTER XX * v • 

. .. ; THE CLOSING YEARS 

Complete good humour reigned when, in 1907, theV 
; . Prime Minister was granted the Freedom of Edinburgh; 

Rosebery made a point of being present, and, in the 
Vi course of a brief speech, said : y Wy/\' 

lj ■:.“’>** What we recognise most in Sir Henry Campbell-Banner? 
man, besides the great qualities which have brought; him to ; 
. his High office, are those Scottish qualities of humour, geniality, d 
courtesy, and if I may add the most distinctive and; Scottish 
. • word of all, pawkiness, that have marked his career.,; Let 
y ; ’’-y me also say this on my own behalf, that. I should have tra- 
velled far, even if I had not been near, to come to-day to pay 
. . honour to one for whom, though I may be sometimes separ- / ' 
■ ;'y ated on questions of public policy, I have long learned . 1 to . 

/ honour and regard as a colleague in many Governments, \ 
y . and a friend whose regard I have never forfeited, as he has : 

; preserved mine. It is only people of little faith and, thin y 
, v convictions who never differ from each other on public policy.; ,/- 
This at least we have always cherished in our public life as. y 
' our guiding principle, that these differences of opinion; where,’; 
they do not touch personal honour, should never in the; 
f 'y slightest degree affect personal friendship.” / . 

y.V.. This Scottish tribute from an old friend gave . 

; ; > / particular pleasure to the Scottish Prime y^inister;yy 
It was one of the last he was to enjoy, for lie wasy V 
> • struck down by illness on November 13th.- - He,;- 

.y:y recovered slightly in the New Year, but. died on, , 

; April 22nd, 1908. • . ■ yy/A: • ;/y : ;y.y: 

V /. y y,: The succession of a Liberal League Prime Minister 
•; did not . soften Rosebery towards the new Government. 

y He recognised two bugbears — Protection and. Social-. 
Y-;;' ism. . The first seemed to have been definitely quelled ; y 
. but the second was becoming y foriiiidable. / v 
u Ti'easury policy, especially in. its treatment of land,,, y 
'yy. ;; -/y.-^y • ^ 620 ■ . , .;.v : y ; y ;• .y'Ay. %y:7yy/ 
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opposing, camp. 

■: ;' . ‘TKe . Budget of 1909-10 brought his discontent to V 
head. •« Its whole story, does not concern this book f y. 
but Rosebery’s share in the fierce struggle must be 
recorded. In a letter to the Press he wrote (June ,. 
21st, 1909) : ’ > • V. 


V!. .'-/“This is not a. Budget but a revolution, a social .and .. 
political revolution of the first magnitude. ... It will 'be ,';, 
'..carried over the heads of the people by a majority in the . 
House of Commons without the faintest desire or attempt to > ,■. 

: . ascertain the views of the people on the vast changes pro- 

■ jected . . . there is no referendum here. A powerful 
• V; Government does not, naturally, seek a general election. 

v . So that the boasted freedom of our Constitution has - ■ 
v s : really come to this — that the most sweeping changes may be . j 
;. carried out by a Ministry of great numerical backing in the- - 
House of Commons, without the nation having, or ever having 
had, or hoping to have, a voice in the matter before it is. 

• ' ; decided. ... Surely the country must see that there are vast 
flaws in the Constitution, and that the absolute rule of aparty 
. y in power differs very little from the absolute rule of an 
y /individual, which is what we used to call despotism ? 51 

r.y .;y There is nothing in this letter about the merits of 
. financial proposals themselves. Rosebery ham- 
p.mered out his opinion of these in a very long address \\ 
,y .delivered (September 10th, 1909) in response to a 
; r requisition from the business community in Glasgow. 

. It was a painful task in many respects, he said, but: ,.y-" 
.duty: forbade him to remain absolutely silent. He 
ppfpceeded to a root-and-branch condemnation of the 
: measure, with scarcely a word of qualification. Its 
y features, he said, were a want of adequate preparation, : 
-V k , i violent onslaught on the ownership of land, and the 
: .creation of a. general feeling of insecurity. With yw 
v great-skill, -with few rhetorical adornments, and with 5 

'abstention from humorous comments, ''.-he' •. y ly 
marshalled all the ; well-known arguments against the V/; : : 
nev; prmciples ofr taxation . It was a departureyhei' ' 
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maintained, from the sound rule of not taking more 
in a single year than is heeessaryf or .the sendee of that 
' year. Then, he continued, : ; V •• - .,/;V dppd;- 


“ The most suspicious part of the\Budget is ^thatnelatihg > V 
to laud . . . the source is suspicious; because in the maih it. -v:}. 
is that of our old friends of the Land Nationalisation League. ; ; 

. . . Mr. Lloyd George, in October * 1906, .sMd[tNatidhap^~;> 
tion of the Land must come, hut it must come by easy stages.’ 

. . . The Land Nationalisation League were extremely 
jubilant over the Budget.” . '•? p V , A: ' >• 


Rosebery went on to examine the familiar conteh- \ 
tion that land should be placed in a special category 
for taxation. He would have none of it, saying that t ; : 
all the arguments were equally applicable to railway - 
stocks. If unearned increment were taxed in the J ^ 
case of land, the same would soon happen . to all ^ 
securities. ’ • «. 


lt When did landowners become part of the criminal class ? 

. . . Do these taxes only touch the rich .?;>.;*■'• -the 'figures.;-^ 
of the Budget introduced total uncertainty into an important '.' :"; 
trade; they select one kind of propertyfor exceptional ;v. 
dealing on grounds which may easily be extended to ,^lv. ;• 
property, and they must immediately result in a considerable /; : 
increase in unemployment.” 


Heath duties, he went on, as introduced by Sir 
William Harcourt in his Government,; were regarded 
as a sort of deferred income-tax on unearned incomes. 
Now earned and unearned incomes were differentiated, 
and the maximum figure was almost doubled, ABeath 
duties were a capital tax, popular with Chancellors ol 
the' Exchequer who spend them as income. ; at 
sounded very pleasant to tax the rich to give to the 
poor, but that is an operation winch very soon 
percolates to the poor. He would ask the Government, 
several of whose members had served under Mr. 
Gladstone, mth what feelings they wouhb approach 
him, were he alive, with such; a Budget.,, They 
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*< : rr v > ! so oil 4 Tfcliemselves 

t, street;:;' y •yi;/} y.i i ?■■■. -A; #.-vy Ay; yy-\,y ; ■/■Xrr'r ■'■:"• 

'/• ' ‘ : Secatise.:'in“. -h'te eyes, and in my. .eyes’,, too,- -his-, humble;-'*; 

■ .: V ' ; disciple,; Liberalism and , Liberty were cognate terms . they ' 
were ’twin' sisters.” .. . X ,• - 

In concluding the speech he declared : ‘ Ay-i;';. 


W'- : ‘.S- "’*• ih''i»y>opinion, the deep, subtle, insidious danger' which 
• underlies it all’ is the danger of Socialism. ... X cannot 
v--.v help feeling that the Government is dallying with Socialism ■; 
y , i . how far they are advanced on that path I will not say, 

. but one that path I, at any rate, cannot follow them an inch. , 

4 . V.I 'may; think Tariff Reform or Protection an evil, but ; * 
4:;; ; Socialism is the end of all, the negation of faith, of family,' ;?•' 
V ; ; of property, of monarch} 7 ’, of Empire.” 


.4y'. Such was the outline of the address, . eagerly .4 
;; anticipated, and enthusiastically greeted by the 
,, {'.. '. Opposition. Two other passages must be cited, from 
y their : bearing on the subsequent fortunes of the - 
. Budget. Quite early in the speech he declared : y" . 


:44V' “dt .is my duty to-day to show why X believe it not to be 
4: in -the best interests of the nation that this financial measure- ■ > ’ 
should become law.” > ■ , ' .V;;;,. ’ 


vy .yAn’d'before dilating on the Socialist danger he said :y , 

“.The peers should see this constantly drifting and changing 
. Budget in a definite shape before they venture to pronounce. ; 

. any -opinion on it. . . , I hear a great many people in easy 
chairs say, 1 Wliy trouble about the Budget when the House 
, of Lords is sure to throw it out ? 5 If the House of Lords ; / 

yfelies on the support of the people in the easy chairs,. thb';., '..-. ' 
;.:House of Lords is not likely to do that which they expect. 

I have come to the deliberate conclusion -that theVVV- : 
Government wishes the House of Lords to throw out the , 

X Finance Bill. It believes, I imagine, that it will be a taking ; . 

;; cry . in the! country. In no other way can I explain .the" -"-Wr 
y prodding and taunting of the House of Lords : .wbich^is*;sp'‘'^r!;-lv 
: : considerable a feature in the speeches of some members of ■ : i y -4 
the Government towards the House of Lords— -not all of ; : ' 

, them.” ' V • ■; x/V y -A ;V'- ; > Vy.; 
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The Finance Bill plodded its way tlirough the House ; v ’: 
\ of Commons, much modified and amended, as siich a^ - 
: colossal measure was bound to ;bef C It reached • the j 
House of Lords on November 23rd, and received the ■ : ^ 
unusual compliment of six full days’ debate, before • 
and after dinner. When the second: reading ^as ; 
moved, Lord Lansdowne countered it with . the 
Resolution, “ That this House is not justified in giving /v j 
its consent to this Bill until it has been submitted to ' 
the judgment of the country.” Rosebery spoke early ; 

; on the third day. He expressed his sense c>f ; ^ thfe ^j 
awful gravity of the situation, the most serious since f f 
1832. On the merits of the Bill, he recurred to his : - • 
Glasgow speech, and had never thought of reversing;;, - ^ 
or recalling one single syllable of it. The Bill had w; 
at an}'' rate the aspect of being both crude and . o 
vindictive. But he was not willing to link the for- ; ^ 
tunes of the Second Chamber with opposition to the 
Budget. If we had the Referendum it would be an 
occasion for its use. But he did apprehend the result ;;: 
of an appeal to the country on an unreformed heredit- 
ary Second Chamber, mixed up with the promises of ; ; ; 
the Budget. The House was playing for tooiheayy a .t y 
stake on this occasion. K\' 


“I think that you are risking in your opposition to what “tj 
I agree with you in thinking is an iniquitous and dangerous ;" V;, 
measure, the very existence of a Second ••Chamber. :■ V >4 

I .am sorry — with all my heart I am sorry— that I cannot^. 
, , give a vote against the Budget on this occasiph.! , \'.. , -y! , h^(:'-;vf^ 

Several peers commented on the speech but, it’-f- fy 
was not until the last day of the debate that;Lord;y.d 
Curzon set himself to dissect it. " -4’ ' 

The Glasgow speech, he observed, had been the 
■ first blow, as many thought a smashing blow in Rie 
campaign. He wondered if Rosebery had . quite % 
realised the responsibility which he had assumed by 
'' the speech. / He was not a recluse thinking aloud in. ; ). . 
j his study, but an ex-Prime Minister 'speaking aloud 
. ■ ; to his countrymen. No speech in Lord Curzon’s^ 





ROSEBERY AND CURZON 



time had ... anything like the instantaneous and over- 
whelming effect upon the people ; and when Rosebery ' 
said the future of Great Britain was being put in the 
melting-pot. and it was not in the best interests of the 
nation that the measure should become law; the 
average reader, particularly if he happened to be a 
legislator, might be pardoned for thinking that it was 
his duty to do what he could to prevent it. There 
was a sting in Curzon’s conclusion, though he did not 
dispute the purity of Rosebery’s motives : , V 


; : . ; “ The impression produced on us was as though some great ' : 
..and famous commander had left us in the breach after he/ 

. ’ . i himself had taken us up to the walls and had fired the powder 
: h: ' in. the train.” ’ ■ . 


^ .Rosebery said no more in public, but he was . 
wounded by this interpretation of his speeches < . Hev'v 
f/ ; >wipte to Sir R. Perks on November 26th, 1909 : / 


”■ I sec the air darkened by brick-bats, and though X fore-. % 

V r saw it, it , seems to me very absurd. If you turn to my -' V 
■ ; Glasgow speech, you will see that my language was as distinct l 

■:{ iQU this'.point as it could be. I never said privately , 'or. t' -i 
publicly that I could support the House of Lords in rejecting,- ■' 

'. the Budget. Indeed, what I said as Prime Minister (July 
; .19th, 189-1-) made that impossible, in my judgment. I 
should . have wished to remain silent, but . that was .V.. 
i-. Impossible.”^ •’ '/i.-.Y-T 

; /i, ;.He ; .operied his heart again to the same trusted friend.i’Lv 
| : on December 5th : . ' : • ■ ,*? ;. 

C : T-V- speech I knew must make me odious to both ■ V 

. sides. The flesh therefore would have inclined me to silence ; . 
but the spirit made me feel that that course would be /• ', 
ignominious. So I faced the music. But I scarcely aiitiei* . ■_ y,' 
-Puted that I should, be taunted by the Anti-budgeteers with : '■ ?/, 

. /•perfidy and cowardice (for that is what the eharges nrnnimf * 

. to), bolstered up by snippets from my Glasgow speech; when . 

. Y passage would be conclusive. This is. what v . • 
Curzon does, an honourable man and a friend of my own ; ' y • ' 
and ! do not complain, for it is what all the professional -lY: 
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politicians would do. But it brings home to me once more 
the dirt and squalor of party politics. I am glad that you 
are out of them for the present, and I for ever. 

“ I view this situation with good humour, but it makes 
me feel how difficult it is for me to speak on behalf of such 
men, who use independent utterances for their own purposes, 
and stone the speaker when he differs from them on a question 
of policy. 

“ The situation is the gravest in my lifetime, but at this 
moment I do not see how I, distrusted and detested by 
both parties, can usefully intervene. Perhaps the situation 
may clear in this respect, but it threatens to become murkier. 

“ The decision will be fought at this Election : the House 
of Lords, the Budget, and Tariff Reform, and there will be 
a decisive voice on none of them. Eventually we shall, I 
think, as usual * muddle through . 5 55 

Rosebery tells his own story of this transaction. 
The harshest critic could only say that once more he 
failed to realise that his past history made it im- 
possible for the public to regard him as an outsider 
bringing an independent judgment to bear on a novel 
situation. To the commercial audience at Glasgow 
he had not thought it necessary to foretell the 
probable reaction on the House of Lords of rejection 
of the Bill ; consequently his speech there was almost 
entirely devoted to the iniquities of the measure. 
Here he seemed to be in line with the regular Opposi- 
tion ; and when in the House of Lords he warned them 
of the deeper considerations that could not be escaped, 
they looked on him as a backslider. 


Reform of the House of Lords. 

The well-worn subject of House of Lords reform was 
pushed into the foreground by the rejection of the 
Budget and the consequent General Election. > 

On December 22nd Rosebery wrote to The Times 
that in the polemics of the General Election there 
was danger that the reform of the House of Lords 
would be disregarded. The Government desired to 





HOUSE OF FORDS REFORM: 



turn the House into a pliant phantom./. On the other. y ; 
f } ' Balfour, had ^ven no pledge of; reform. : 

' u Itave we not then to ask for definite declarations of > 
policy from both sides ? ” ,/ 'y Vy y" //y^ 

. In another letter, to the Glasgow Daily Record and. 
i - Mail, he pointed- out that the situation had changed, 
when, he had attacked the House of 
There; was now a danger that a . chahce. 

~ y ■ So cialis t nici jority might wreck the nation by measures,.. y 
: yy nominally, financial, which it would claim to exclude,: , ; 
y;;fromanymodification. _ ' : /yy : y 

/;y v v:As‘. a matter of fact, the subject had not been 
. • , allowed to sleep since the Liberal Government came .: 
•yy into power. . In 1907 Lord Newton, whose drily y 
/"/ huniorous and independent speeches always gave - ; 
?c, : ;;Ttdsebery pleasure, introduced a Bill with extensive , 
yy;prcjposais for reforming the composition of the House., . ;; 

: Rosebery spoke on the second day of the debate. 
p, Tlie first day had made two things clear — that the 
y regular , Conservative Opposition preferred a renewed y 
Inquiry by a Committee rather than a Bill, and that ; . 
'"■ the Liberal Government were convinced that the y 
, urgent question was not the composition of the 
; I House; of Lords but its relation to the House of y ^' 
Commons. Rosebery unhesitatingly preferred the 
;;.v;deyice of a Select Committee on the lines which he 
had Fruitlessly advocated twenty-three years before, y. 
yy A Bilb .he thought, had no chance of acceptance by 
;-the’ Hoiise of Commons, and, on the other hand, yhe V y 1 
yy; h&fused to admit that all reform of the House must, r 1 ; ' 
yy wait imtil the relations between the two Houses had : ■ 
been adjusted. He had come to three fundamental 
Yyy.vCpncliisioris,: first, that the mainly hereditary consti-yyy 
tution of the House cannot logically be defended ; 

; secondly, that the thinldng part of the country would 
>y yprefeb .a, House of Lords unreformed to no Second yy, 
yy {Chamber ; at all ( and thirdly, that there can be no . 

.• (y yrefdriia of the House except with a Conservative Govern-, ’yy 

-The only hope was to keep, so far as y ., 
y ^possible,; tbp party (element out of the discussion//. 
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•. . t ^ v> - ' ’ - - - _ • , • v , . • ^ ^ -- 

•if Till: lystilt Mas the nomination of a Committee 
‘ • tlie Government stood iiloof, though three 

, ; Liberals, Lord Selby, the former Spealtef j2 

amirovl'I' “n Lo r (1 iLbblesdalc joined it tteir 
, . approval. Its -principal outcome was. the general 

■ ti \ e ? r “ ci P Ie that for English Peers, «• 

«hr.„M 0tt, r • an r Ins - h ’ l , he possession of a peerage 
;v* sl,m .! d n °* ip™ facto involve a place in Parliament;- 
• Alter the General Election at the opening of the 
; year 1910, Parliament met on February 21st. '/ For 
;• once ™ King’s Speech contained no programme of 
general legislation ; but it foreshadowed proposals to 
aenne the relations between the two Houses, and to 5 
secure to the House of Commons undivided control 
over finance and predominance in legislation;';-. i 
. . ter the customary speeches Rosebery rose, and 

having made some general observations, .of course 
; .. bostile to the Government, he indicated a point, of . 
difference from the Leader of the Opposition. Lord 
Lansdowne, in speaking of reform of the House, had • 
not condemned an attempt to effect it, but treated 
it as primarily the business of the Government,' who ; 
should lay proposals on the table. Rosebery thought i 
> otherwise. He maintained that there was; a ;gpiden . ; 
; ; 9PP o:r tunity, which might not recur, for putting them- ;/ 
selves right with the public : Unionist candidates liad 
V '-'P^bken ^^ e rr shins against the hereditary character of 
the House of Lords,* the country should be allowed 
. ;t° jndge between the plan of the House of Commons 
nnd that of the House of Lords ; more important than 
the House of Lords or any of its principles was the . 

; ppstence of a strong and efficient Second; Chamber. .///■ • , 
: This debate then closed; but three days later 

Rosebery gave notice of a motion. Accordingly,// 
on March 1.4th; he brought up three Resolutions.;: 

; The first declared the necessity of a strong and 
efficient. Second Chamber ; the second, that this could ; 

• best be obtained by the reform and reconstitution of ;; 
the House of Lords ; the last, that the possession of a :; 
/ peerage should not of itself give the right to sit and/ 



Ii\j hind permission of ihe Proprietors of “ Punch." 


THE PROBLEM PICTURE. 

Lord Rosebery : " That’s mine, pretty good, eh ? ” 
Lord Lansdoume .* “ Il'm, I can’t say I quite — — ” 
Lord Curzon: " I’m sure I could improve it.” 
Lord liaisbunj " Tai;e it away 1 ” 
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vote;': He called attention to tlie postpohemeht: by v ^ 

‘the ; Goyernment iof; ra ; /scheme -of -c 

powers of tlie House were to be limited atohee'Lyb-bC;.; 

“ If the proposals ore not to. be parallel, if they; are not to ,/- 
.‘ be pari passu* the Government must know perfectly: \ well i. 
: that they -will never come' to fruition.” I - •' '> -‘y 


He thought the proposal to deprive the House of all f . - : 
h- ’; its powers and then to reconstitute it on a democratic 
/bl basis a remarkable instance of an illogical proposition./ 

He went on to describe a sham Second Chamber h ■ . 
l system as worse than that of a Single Chamber. 
v'V;R6sebery devoted much of his speech to an examina--. 5 ;’ .:. 
,;V;;ti6n.of the Third Resolution, and came into collision . 

/‘/. with Lord Halsbury, the standard-bearer of ancieht ^/^ 

.^ Toryism, who later on in the debate asserted uii-J r/' A 
compromising opposition to any plan of reform ; thativ\.c-'. 
had been suggested by anybody. 

The debates continued until March 22nd, pimctu-V; ; /f 
. ated by many excellent speeches, Rosebery throughout ;'.; 

$/; being careful to explain that these were only broad • V 
Resolutions of principle, on which a Bill could be 
iC ■founded later. The Third Resolution was the only 
^.ione oh which a division was taken (Marcli. 22nd), f h " 
only 16 peers being found to follow Lord Halsbury 
- into the lobby. The 175 who supported Rosebery 
. belonged to both parties, and included all the Mmi&teis/-. 
present. 

: v ; Rosebery had hoped to drive Ms nail in a little 
/ deeper when the House reassembled after the Easter V. 
- A ; receSs. But on May 6th the whole nation wak .V v, 
plunged, into mourning by the King’s death, and he : ; ;x 
; felt;;:that although Ms Resolutions were not .coritro-vr’J. 
Jyersial.ih the sense that the Government Resolutions; . y 

/ Were- .' their discussion ought to be postponed/ ^It : v, / 
i .nvas . further deferred by the appointment of tbe. small 
'• "Conference, representing . both Houses, ... at which an ; ; =$4 
'^attempt was made’ to define the lines oil which their v'-bT 
‘ future relations should be drawn., The attempt b;: ' 
. /failed, and the. Conference closed early in November^ 
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Rosebery's; Lands were again freed, and he urged 
. ' strongly (November 1 5th) that his Resolutions should 
" not be ignored in spite of Lansdowne’s demand for the 
prompt consideration of the Government's Parliament : 

; . Bill . On the very next day Lord Lahsdowne formally < 
repeated this demand, with which the Government 
spokesman complied. Rosebery announced that he 
.would proceed next day with his new Resolutions. 
This he did, the first Resolution enacting a tripartite v 
Chamber consisting : : '■ 

A. Of hereditary peers chosen from among them- , 

selves and by the Crown; , .. r .y v-.-; 

B. Of Lords sitting by virtue of offices and. quali- 
fications; 


C. Chosen from outside. 


Rosebery defended his scheme from the charge of 
vagueness, and explained the absence of any , pro- 
vision for dealing with differences between the two 
Houses. Lord Curzon, however, in a long speech, 
attempted to dot some of the i’s, declaring, for in- 
stance, that the hereditary element should not be • 
predominant, and discussing possible methods of 
election. Rosebery replied at the close of a friendly 
debate, and this Resolution, the only one that was ;; 
moved, was carried mm. con. yfV 

The second reading of the Parliament Bill was 
moved on the 21st ; and was countered by Lansdowne 
with a fresh set of Resolutions covering the relations 
between the two Houses. The debate was to be 
adjourned in order that these might be considered. 
Rosebery naturally supported this, commenting/, 
severely on the Prime Minister’s speech implying that 
the House of Lords was under sentence of death. 
The Lord Chancellor, Loreburn, while admitting 
Rosebery’s lifelong lead in this business, maintained 
that the House had neglected the whole question lor 


V.. years* . . ' 

; The Lansdowne Resolutions (November 23rd and 
24th) for the settlement of differences by a Joint 
. ; ; Committee, by Joint Sittings, or in the last resort by 
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Referendum, were discussed for two days, /dlosebery - 
: spoke ;ott the second day. i His 6 Id frien d John Mo rlcy , 7/ 

; ; now Lord President, had appealed to him to divulge 
his whole plan, and repeated, a witticism which years 
before Sir William Harcourt had thought particularly : ^ 
brilliant, describing Rosebery as “ a dark horse in . a ; . 
■/ loose box*’’ and begging. him to come out of: his box. / 

If he would produce a plan to constitute a real revising ; 
h body, he would do a useful work. . 

; v. ;: In a very short reply Rosebery said that his friend’s / 
parallel about the horse was only too congenial. But 
■; nobody- except the Government could lay a detailed \y- 
scheme on the Table of the House. i 

: The Resolutions were of course carried, like Rose-V \ 


h i bery’s own. ..... , . 

h ..^Parliament was prorogued on November 28th. .y‘4 
So ended Rosebery’s persistent and consistent -}} 
... .- campaign for Reform of the House of Lords. More 
than.. twenty years have passed, and the composition;/.;’;, 
% of the House remains practically as it was. The : ;s 
... cpmbined wisdom of two, or of three, parties in the 
. / State has riot produced any modification. ! This / 

; ; . may prove the. hopelessness of Rosebery’s task. ' i But / 
it does not detract from the credit due to his laborious i : ’ ; ; 
//devotionto the job he had undertaken almost as, a boyV.Vv 


: Since death -had so early claimed Hannah Rosebery, yj SU 
'- her husband had done all he could, in the spirit of one ; . : 

, of the most gracious poems that Roman genius has h-; 
'^bequeathed. to us : • : / y- -yy 

u Thou must be father and mother too : > ■ " 'C'. 

i£:.; - 7 ■ v . No neck hutthine .... , ///'.yy 

"v'-rih;'" : ;.;-''-v:.The armsof all .my merry crew . 

■''/■"i'V'.V'' - -i Can how' entwine, , :; r }/■ 

'i 1 .. ^V^’^hcne’er thou ldss their tears away .. 'V.;,/ Chv.i.y / ■ 

'■ #}f.’ j~i.’ ;;v'--V ; 'Kj#.h)o,'fpr'jne : . ^ : -vd 

,/.AlI ; ,our tome’s ..burden from today',; \ >V/; >s'r * 4 ^.’ 

-ViC ; h’ M. us t fall on. thee.” 1 . ' ... ... , viV-j/V- ■; 

// ^ l iuive.vmitured to <juote;-Mr. S. G. Tremenheere’s exceHerit rexider- 
^SolPrppertmsiv, 11 .. (Lohdon,1931.) ,r 7 7 
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; The four; children had now grown up ; the younger ; 
daughter had married, i The elder -was not . longdnl 
/ following her example : the bridegroom ; was Charles > 
Grant of the Coldstream Guards, son of General Sir;- 
Robert Grant, and presumptive successor to - the;/ 
ancient Shropshire family of Cotes of Woodcote. ; 

The two boys said good-bye to Eton, after happy' > 
and prosperous schooldays.' One.: • passed .. through , ; 
Sandhurst, the other studied abroad. Their father 
wrote at Dalmeny : ■ . yl 


“ Walked with the boys and read sermon with them,— -for; 
the last time as boys here with me. When ' they are; next 'J 
here Harry will be an officer and Neil an Oxford man.’hh;, '.}& 

At the beginning of 1903, Dalmeny, now in the " 
Grenadiers and a county cricketer, came of age. ; At'^ 
Dalmeny congratulations poured in -'from Scottish;,; 
and English public bodies. The Duke of Buccleuch 
proposed the toast of the evening. When Rosebery’s p 
turn came, he re-echoed for his son the hope expressed; ; 
at his own coming of age by the father of one of the; 
guests, that “ wherever his fortune or his fate may' 
carry him he must always remember the land to which i; 
he belongs, the people among whom he was bred, his ;• 
kindred, his traditions.” But he could not help.; 
in ipsis jloribus from striking a note in.;: a minor y 
key. The occasion, he said, marked a milestone on ;. 
. the Way. of life ; and he raised a smile by ;adrhittMg;t9;> 
“ something of a dowager feeling for the first time in 
his life.” There were similar celebrations . after the *, • 

' move to Mentmore. 

Many parents, perhaps most, when their childfeny 
y grow up, look longingly back to the days of the united ; 
household of which they were the Central luminaries. . 
A man in whom the sense of proprietorship was so 
strongly developed as it was in Rosebery is specially : 
'; . * susceptible to such reflections. As time went on and;,: 
; : the family , scattered, his love for his childrenneveyy 
. weakened Or wavered, but the memory ;of the holidayyy 
•y ■ ;> 'yat Mentmore or Dalmeny remained most precious to j 
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; him. : Perhaps /iieV neyer ; experienced the positive 
;? a pi easur e ; Whi cH it is given to some to feel when they 
; see tlie new generation stripped for the race arid await- 
ihgitsturn. Buthe was all that a father-in-law could ; 

: ^he;tq the; wives and. husbands of his sons and daugh- 


' ters. ;. His affectionate regard for them was amply 
v fetiifned. . ' ’ . 


.there were compensations, such as a stay at'-,.;?; 
i VOxford with Neil, “We dined at the Bullingdoh , 

; ; .;, : dihner in the barn. I sat next Agar-Robartes the 
: V president, with Neil next me.” Thomas Robartes, a 
;^picf lire of energy and the joy of life, became the . ’ 

; ‘^'. closest friend of the young generation at Mentmore. . 

77 7- Later he made a definite mark in the House of Com-. 
T^/rhons, before the war came to blight the unusual .> 
{''•••if prpmisc of his days. lie sometimes joined the .yacht- 
vot ing expeditions, as did other friends of an older . " 
generation, somewhat younger than Rosebery’s own, 
;^;'suc]h;‘as-;Luke- White, Lord Annaly, a popular social 
j ^ figure and successor to his relative Lord Spencer as .; 
; ? >.::feMastar of the.Pytchley — Rosebery maintained a close V 
;; r ;h;Lri<3ndsliip with him and Lady Annaly. Others were' ) 
I^Iidr^hnd Lady Arran, he a staunch supporter of the 
l^'Lrib^M League, and Evan Charteris, who carried on , v: 
\ the; old amity between the houses of Gosford and; ; 
;^Halmeny and was able to discuss Scottish history arid A 
fdulture on even terms with his host. Throughout this 
; Rosebery depended much on the friendship v 3- 

g^ahd; Service .of his personal private secretary, Neville' , ,7 

perpetual companion and the recipient'. 
/.^Of^eater confidence than as a rule he found it easy, -p • 
;,.f7 ; toygive to his nearest belongings. -7 

Rpsebery the neighbourliness of the Lowlands ,-;. 7 
^ bv^rat^pped the limits of political agreement, TJh.h;; ; :; 
-7'^f Huke-apd: -Dttchess. of Buccleuch and their ehildr&f,?^# 
>‘?3/V?Lp^' ; 'and..-;L'ady Wemyss (he “The Brigadier 

liked to style the veteran of the Royal # 
H7vpo^P^hy:of Archers),, with the whole of the Charteris;! 

anc l Lady Elphinstone, were close 
- friends bufc not political allies. The nearest great ; -Tf ;7 
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house of all was Hopetouri. J There three generations 
kept up close friendship with Dalmeny. The 7th Earl 
of Hopetoun, created Marquess of Linlithgow 1902^- ; 
made an honoured name as the first Go vernor-Geiieral 
of the Australian Commonwealth. His son and ; 
successor and his wife, the daughter of Rosebery’s ; 
Christ Church’ contemporary Sir Frederick Milner, 
carried on the friendly tradition to the last. .' On the 
other hand Sir Thomas 1 and Lady Carmichael were 
ardent supporters, as were Sir Edward 2 and Lady 
Colebrooke. 

Looking northwards, the Duke 3 and Duchess of ; 
Montrose were intimate friends, as were the Duke’s 
sister, Lady Breadalbane and her husband, 4 and the 
kindred families of Stirling-Maxwell arid Stirling of 
Keir, Lord and Lady Mar and Kellie, 5 inheritors of that 
great Scottish name, were also of the inner circle of 
Rosebery’s friendship. But as has been shown by his 
frequent visits to Dunrobin, by far his closest intimacy 
was with the Duke 6 and Duchess of Sutherland. Of 
the other ladies with whom he maintained cordial 
friendship, some have flitted through these pages.; 
but special mention must be made of the Duchess of ;, 
Abercorn, 7 of Lady de Grey, 8 and of Georgiana Lady. 

Dudley. 9 . * ' • ' : >' 

There was a long yachting cruise m the Mediter- 
ranean in the spring of 1902, with a son and- a . daughter, y 
starting from Cannes to Corsica. As they approached . 
in. the evening, “there was the strong scent of the ; 


1 (1859-1926.) Governor of Victoria 1908-1 1 / of /Madras 1911-12, 
and of Bengal 1912-17. Cr. Lord Carmichael 1912; ■ ,:i: 

a 5 th Baronet. Cr. Lord Colebrooke 1906. ; : . ■ h: . 

s 5 th Duke of Montrose (1852-1925). Lord Clerk Register of ; ., 

Scotland. „ , 

4 7th Earl of Breadalbane (1851-1922) ; cr. Marquess 1885. ; -- 

« 12th Earl of Mar and 14th Earl of Kellie, b. 1865. • , = : 

s (1851-1913.) Succeeded as 4tli Duke 1892. __,m. Lady Millxcent, ;. 

daughter of the 4th Earl of Rosslyn. .v T.v : ; 

v Lady Mary Curzon, wife of the 2nd Duke of Abercorn.; r. v 7 ^ ' 
8 Lady Gladys Herbert, wife of the 4th Earl of Lonsdale, and 
secondly of Lord de Grey, afterwards 2nd Marquess of-Kipom . . 

’ S 9 Daughter of Sir Thomas Moncrieffe and widow of the first Earl of..- 

Dudley. Ay : 
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island . of Vwhicli ; ' Napoleon '.spoke so muck.” At 
!'\^%|aeeio^*A%lie -population- is handsome : the males are 
^'■ ■ sodargely dressed in blown velveteen that one feels 
^r ttl&t some enterprising draper must have made a 
^jrtuiiate investment in that material.” Naples 
s Weltered in a sirocco, so Rosebery and Neil went on 
i to Sicily , Girgente and its temples carpeted with more 
i ^. abundant and brilliant flowers than he had ever seen, 


ret Syracuse, back to Naples, and on to Villefranche. At 
■ iRaris.it was the day of elections, “ as dull as a Scots 
V • V Sunday in a country town.” There was not much 
'{/■more foreign travel that year. He took Neil to Paris 
{i;;: id August, and on to Tunis and Courmayeur. There 
lie out- walked his son; got nearly to the end of his 
t Ebooks, ; but found “ Whitaker’s Ahnanaeh & great 
^ resource.” Neil also accompanied liim to Balmoral 
: for “ an easy and pleasant man party,” where cigars 
in the drawing-room betokened a revolution in the 


- new reign. 

-if:' The Adriatic coast was new ground the next year. 
Starting from Venice (April 1903), again with Neil as 
companion, he paused at Miramar, with its wonderful, 
v}. gardens and its tawdry relics of the hapless Emperor ' 
; “ Maximilian ; was amazed by the amphitheatre at . 
Pola; dined with the Herbert Bismarcks at Fiume ; 
was attracted by the churches of Zara, in spite of a 
f^vrbitter. north-east wind — “ the Venetian lions are 

• jeveiywhere, they should be the emblems of Great 
^^Britain.”-; was somewhat disappointed by the ruined 

palace , at Spalato ; but was deeply impressed by 
7y Ragusa, its suburbs and its church relics of ancient 
^silver. To Corfu and then to Sicily and Naples, where 
; THng Edward arrived with the Mediterranean Fleet. ' '. • 

life at the villa was as usual. This ; . ; 
^'.^yeai^-Gastein.was the customary scene of Rosebery’s 

• ;;; August abroad. . . 

; same -pair were at Seville in the • yacht -for the.3;’!;. 

;4;.ToUpwing Easter (April 1904), with Evan Charteris as -;.' ;‘C 
I'.il -a tliird; v Rosebery enjoyed the matchless Cathedral ; ; ; 

. .organ as much as ever, but after dinner he “ walked >' 
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back to the yacht, while the others /went to thhh • - 
tedious imposture the dancing.” Evidently he found'- ; ; 
that repetition stales a spectacle interesting* only froni 
its strangeness. They went on to Algiers and Bisertay :• 
and for a short stay at Naples. - • y. • >. 

The summer yachting tour (August 1904) was from £ 
Holyhead to the West Coast of Scotland, picking up A 
Evan Charteris at Oban, and along the countless lochs 
of the west coast. ; y'f- 


During these years Rosebery- was always, reading, V' 
but rarely noted the name of a book. But lie liked . 
keeping in touch with the lettered world. I recall a ' 
dinner at Berkeley Square at which he received: Acton; 
W. Courtney, G. Prothero, Spender, Welby, Godley r ' 
and myself. He described it — “ Literary dinner afcy 
home. Very pleasant. Some stayed till 

His character as a writer was now fairly estahlished; v| 


January 23rd, 1902. — “ Rowton dined with us. Long talk 
with him. He told me that he and. Natty Itothsbhild had ; 
come to the conclusion that they might publish the first part v 
of Dizzy’s life, and that there was only one person they wished 
to write it (myself), but they feared it was impossible for ine 
to give the time. I said ‘ Quite.’ But it is strange to have ■ 
been asked to write the authoritative lives of both Gladstone \ 
and Dizzy.” •' • v 


This, it will be remembered, was but a month, after :V 
the Chesterfield speech, and all. the pofitical world; ,: 
was bubbling with rumours of Rosebery’s political 
intentions. ■ , • 


Rosebery’s share in the preliminaries to the Generaly 
Election of January 1906 has been described aboye. ;,, 
His principal, satisfaction with it was the return of A 
Dalmeny for Midlothian by upwards of 3,000 votes; A 
The unlucky misunderstanding . with : his Liberal 
League colleagues had in no way poisopediT'ersopal ' : 
relations. Sir Edward and Lady Grey spent Christ- 7 
mas at the Durdans, meeting Jameson, and sedulously ; 
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:$ walking the course.” / But after Parliament met ; 

5 : ? • : .there . was nothing' to .keep, him in ; ^ondoini^;^Ip$ '.lead-- •: 

. . . . ing comrades had joined; the Government. Bound up:( 
with thosewh o were by no means his comrades/;/ They St 
:./Himusb have, their fair chance, and for the; moment he 
was really “ out of polities.” A long stay abroad w r as 
r . • ;■ the obvious consequence, and early in March he started : 

: _ for Paris, and remained away for nearly three months.;.^ 

. -t fn tlie first weeks his companion was the ever con-: : - 
•; .genial “ Peter ” Wroughton. They joined the yabht .'.dj 
•hy; at Genoa. At Leghorn : - /"-.//I; 

///“ A pathetic sight, a whole community there to see emi-^ 

/ ■// grants off: slipping bottles of wine into their hands— men, ; . , 
;.’.rrj women,, and children. The emigrants trying to be brave, • 

. aiid looking their last at the old home.” ' / ; / 

//,": At Palermo Rosebery had to say good-bye to his /// 
///old friend, and a pencil note in his diary shows how.:'./' 
; ' / painfully solitude beckoned to him : „ "• / 


“Much as I loved him, I was mad to be alone.” 

;As he explored Sicily the weather was bad and 'he; ' .'. 
became seriously unwell. He was little better yyiien;/// 
lie returned to Naples, and matters were not improved ■' iV. 

. . by a violent eruption of Vesuvius, which rained black:/.//: 
///ash all over the country. During the next days the 'i; - . 
./c. mountain thundered from behind a canopy of cloud' 
i and smoke, until the cone cracked “ like the end of /// 
the. world,” and an earthquake drove the Neapolitans 
into the streets. Life in the choking dust was not// // 
agreeable, until the south-west breeze freed the villa.; ; / // 
v/ Rosebery’s cough persisted, but he hung on, and 
/epjoyed .the amazing sunsets which the cataclysm had ( 

. / helped to paint. . King Edward and Queen Alexandra// / 
.v'amve^ /mid ; various expeditions did not improve':;/-;:.',./ 
Rosebery’s persistent cough. It grew worse ;; he /’Vyvj. 
/ fetired to bed with a temperature of over 103 degrees •/;’//;/' 
gQt,up in ; three days with his “legs very volatile f? ; .' /';/■ 
gazed at Vesuvius knocked out of shape “ like a r //;'/~ ;. 
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prize-fighter’s / nose ”: by the eruption, : and ’ stayed oil 
in convalescence till late in May. He was back in 
England oh the 28th, still much below the mark; and 
sleeping badly. He was not abroad again during' the ' 
year, but the following spring ; (May • 1907) ■; fbUiid • 
him again at Naples for three weeks* with the yacht," 
and with Annaly as a companioh^’He;;^libug^ 
Vesuvius dwarfed, “ but his glow of purple and green; 
is more splendid than ever.” He once more noted- 
what he was reading : - . ’ ' 


“I wish I could enjoy Pascal as, say, Macaulay did.' vbn 
almost wish I did not enjoy Retz so much ; but his acid - ; 
flavour is so refreshing after the insipid graces and maternal^ 
flutterings of Madame de Sdvigne.” • ' ■ -h.v: v >VvW 


They sauntered back to Marseilles in wonderful- • 
weather. - • - ■■■■■' ' ■ : : - 


“ Cleopatra on the Cydnus was not a patch on our delight-. 1 , 
ful progress to-day.” ’ 


In April next year ( 1908 ) he was again at idic Villa ' ! 
Rosebery, both his sons sailing with him frOntMany; 
seilles, and his younger daughter joining JiimyatV 
Naples. He sought peace there again in October.- : 
The weather was perfect : “ nothing to record; except"-; 
pure enjoyment.” 

Italy called him again in the following spring ^(April ; ; 
1909 ), but this time to Venice, crowded with strangers ; 
Tor a great Exhibition. He saw r somethi^'-o^pd^ti^r; 
Brown, one of the Englishmen whom Italy .had papfy 
tured as a lifelong resident. He was for •Sbmn time:^ 
one of Rosebery’s regular correspondents, and tindery 
his care Rosebery made aequaintaneewith several;; 
palaces that tourists do not see. It was all unusually; 
pleasant, and so was Ravenna, where. it appeared that ' 
the Zaida was the first yacht that had . ever reached ; 
The ancient city. • ■ . 


' “ The . population stands day and night on the quay. tb ; 

which we are moored, breathlessly interested, .and chattering.*,*; 




;.. ; »>' Neil Primrose . and Lord arid Lady Arran, had joined 
•' him at Venice. ::: y •' ;• T 

"•*"• For once he was able to. stay at; the Villa Rosebery 



Lbridonrand he sailed from Marseilles in the following- 
week.- . He led his usual life through June, but out 
; /dfspirits, for he had determined to give up the villa. 

It was a rather surprising resolution, for, as will appear 
; v directly ‘ die was dropping some of his usual pursuits, 

. and might well have given more time to Naples. One ; • 
/.local change had some minor influence on him. His 
old school friend Rolfe, the Consul, had gone, and his 
■ ‘' capable successor was a stranger. Rolfe had looked , 
.. after Rosebery and the villa as a brother might. . But 
' its owner had come to the conclusion that the time for 
departure had arrived. His children were amused, 
by a ten days’ visit, but none of them would have 
wished for the villa, even if they could have afforded. ' 
its expense. He himself may have begun to fear the 
. new Liberal theories of taxation ; but if he could save : 
by abandoning the villa, he did not wish to recoup , , 
himself by selling it. He therefore handed it over to /. 
: the Foreign Office as a summer retreat for the Embassy / 
at Rome, a gift for which, so far as I know, there, is no ; / 
/precedent. So on June 28th, 1909, starting for the 
". Balearic Islands, he noted in his diary : •*. . 


“ Left at 2.30 in yacht. Good-bye, Naples.” 
And in London, on November 1st : 




u The Treasury Solicitor and the Notary and I finally-/ 
signed away the beloved Villa at Naples. Sic transit gloria?^ 

r As lias been said, there was a gradual renunciation/ 
of some active pursuits. At Sandringham in 1907 he;:^ 


wrote : 


: “I must give up shooting in public. I have no legs 

' no arms, and my gun weighs a ton. This I suppose'- fe.riiy j/S'.-/ 
;. illness in the spring, and I am not young enough to recuperated: : ; V 
So let us. make our bow gracefully.” 




,7;..". the closing; years ^[§£$^4 
His eyesight also was inteiferincr with v' 


M'l' * 


A His eyesight also was interfering with liis ^ shooting .. 



“ I am giving up shooting here this year— a .pang, but - 
probably necessary.’ 5 . --V >0 v;\ 


. Hut he still got plenty of enjoyment- from .sport aft 
his English and Scottish homes,: where, i though there^ 
was plenty to shoot, he had riot to lift his ton-weight e 
gun to his shoulder four or five hundred times a day. - 
And the customary visits to Sandringham "arid4 
Windsor continued. 

A certain increase of deafness began to hariiper;' 
Rosebery in listening to a speech or a play, but ; :did:\i 
not sensibly interfere with conversation ; and Km^;( 
Edward found him as amusing as ever, arid;as acute a - 
critic of European politics. One day at Castle Rising) 
in Norfolk : ’ • ;.•/ e;.;.'- 


“Strolled about with the King in the morning to the 
church and almshouses. The King said he likes nothing so 
much as seeing churches.” . * - 


Once (November 1904 ) there was a terrific: wardrobe j 
contretemps, Rosebery was talking to a :friend\ at ^ 
Berkeley Square at 7.5 p.m. : • 


“I uttered a piercing shriek. ‘ What is.it?’ efTlie- 
. special train for the Windsor banquet leaves at 7.30 ! ’ ; '-/:Tore^ 
. into breeches, &c., ran into the station as the train was nioying 5 
. out, Jumped into a carriage with the Methuehs—phly to find- g 
■ ' out I was in wrong costume — I should have been in uniform. ; 

: ; Banquet gloriously beautiful ; 150 people or so in Waterloo / 
gallery— -plate and orchids illimitable;-*: The Queen of" Portti;.;^ 
% gal noble and gracious. As our King came out after dinner— 
’’c.v - ‘ I see you belong to the American Embassy;’ t 

; ; Through the succeeding year Rosebery’s happy e 

•.)/> ; . .relations with the Sovereigns were unchanged, )• Once •- 
~ ■ ethe Queen and the Empress Marie of Russia spent the 
day at Mentmore. •' ■ \ ‘A 

, I 1 No uniform is worn by civilians in the service of.the XJnxted Staipser: 



rr.vvcry, .egsycana,, pleasant. . ••ane- t*ueen sciz.eu;upuu.;,unu 
!rc?opie^ /ai. ^letter - of -TJiicle^ ctroppeti out bf my^Webster’s ;. 

; ;V ^. 4 dictibn4rj?:-;f ^^HbwfpleaSed: he would have been-.” •: ; >v ; ' 

| ^^^:iE|)9iRQsebery was at Balmoral in the autumn, 1 / ' 

to November for the King’s ;. 
'I'j^^irthdayo^'A: real tragedy broke up the gaiety of the. ■ 
fA^o^jat'lC'Horftegue . Guest, 1 a popular figure at club and- 
f couhttyrholise, dropped dead out shooting. / , 


^'^’^•^‘I-had^o propose the King’s health — always difficult, but 
more;. so.'than usual to-night because of poor Monty’s death. 

. V/V-Kbwevevj.thc King was pleased, and came up to thank me 
midday how nmeh he had been touched.” 

";.f>.\I ;This was to be the last visit to King Edward, and 
; the forecast of. a deeper grief. - - . . 

t'iOftj f May. 6th,. 1910, Rosebery was at the Durdans, 

. ^i’ arid-liekrd.in the morning how grave the King’s state 

^klwas.rV-:;.-' . ‘ • 1 

iS ^y^sp^at thie afternoon in deep sorrow.” 

$^’Cr^Frpm the first the new Sovereigns extended to him ■ 
/.iithbsame gracious friendship of which he had had many • 
;';,t/prbofsAyhile they were Prince and Princess of Wales. ■ 4 ; ‘ •- 
; : k;:?'T^yacpessibn of King George V concerned Rose-' . 

-.respects that must be noted. He went 
Vj?oh;: abhaisaibiii • to Vienna to announce the new reign, . 
^bair^dhiff.mit with dignity, and was graciously w.el- - v..-- 1;, 
^rcpniedibyitiie Emperor Francis Joseph, who conferred 
•;yQn 'him the Order of St. Stephen of Hungary, the most ;:,;y 
:^;;disfcmgiiished that a Protestant could receive. ’ 
t;.wasmccepted after some demur on the side ofr-ppr^vA^ 
v:;.Foreigh .Office, on the ground that a dangerous' ‘$/f% 
^..i^kbedfent would'-be created. Events have made .tiliis 

buncllessv This was Rosebery’s last ojffieiki^^y,;;'; 
y appearanee.<; 

;A^|:;T3fedther; event' caused general surprise. 

./ created Earl of Midlothian, an unexpected- ';ad&jipn^>‘; 

: l (18?i9-]90!).) M.P. 1869-74 'and 1880-85. Brother of first » 

/rWmiliOme’.i-'vv'V.v, t'-/.' . . - . •*.' 
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to his ancient Scottish titles and his more modern 
Barony of the United Kingdom. The explanation 
was. this. On two or three recent occasions Scottish - 
territorial titles had been assumed not for ancestral 
or proprietary reasons, but by peers promoted on 5 - 
general grounds of public service. This ' offended , 
Rosebery’s historical sense ; and he was determined ' 1 
to anticipate the possible capture of the Midlothian 
name by some gifted outsider. But he never ■ 
attempted to combine it with his older title. " ‘ 

Parliament Bill, 1910-11 

The second General Election of 1910 brought, to a' * 
head the proposals for limiting the veto of the House / 
of Lords by the Parliament Bill. Rosebery, who had ; 
fought so long for reform of the House by the modi- , 
fication of the hereditary principle, saw his hopes l 
shattered. He had warned his brother peers in the,' 
spring (March 14th) that the choice lay between 
immediate bold reform and ultimate loss of powers./ 
Now that the battle was engaged he declared un- 
reservedly against the Government. He spoke at 
Manchester on the last day of November, asserting T 
that the Liberal proposals amounted to the creation 
of a Single Chamber ; that a great constitutional 
change was advocated with a levity which would have -' 
been impossible in the United States ; that the House H 
of Lords “ with great, calmness and deliberation “set to ^ 
work to proceed with their own reforms ” ; that the 
failure of the Conference of eight should have been 
followed by the assembling of a larger Conference ; , 
that the Irish contingent had prevented this from 
being done ; that the hope expressed in the preamble < 
of the Bill for the formation of a democratic Chamber 
would never be realised. 

. The next -week (December 4th) he obeyed a requisi- ( 
tion from citizens of Edinburgh, and repeated his , 
denunciation of the Bill. He dotted the I on Ireland, 
saying that Britain had to toe the line at the dictation 




r St', 



0 m 


charge of: in-r 

had brought against him, 
if rf^'ha^ed 'oh his hostile attitude t^ the Peers in 1895, and 
ftM^^S?Hth''raii c h- , -force that it was incongruous to 
e relations . between two Houses when the com- 


•'Pv^P&sition of one of them was unknown. The House of 
f Sjfemnicmsj he proceeded, would be subject to no 
^W -cbntf6l:hut that of physical force. He then turned 
S^f^tHe/VReferendum, giving qualified approval to it 
;|;P^abh; hi( 5 ahs of deciding great constitutional questions. 

a] second speech he described the meeting as the 
^fSgreatest since the Midlothian campaign in 1879, and 
f;v.professed himself as “ desperately in earnest in this 
f| ;, ;t;hi’attef.” . - 

i^^Rosebery issued a Message to the People of Scotland, 

-■ h(irt i mmnrp • 


present Dissolution is the most wanton and 
i|^vfe.cidess that the country has known,” and depicting 
& .'r tire iniquity, of the Government in four more brief 
: sentences. 

the Bill reached the House of Lords the 
^yxqiibstipn had narrowed itself to a single issue. Would 
passed substantially unamended, or if not, 
:t^:;yoald3a; sufficient creation of peers take place in 
j??; iofdet To scarry it ? 

to The Times (July 26th, 1911) 
insistence on amendments moved by the 
Conservative Peers, which might mitigate 
°^‘ th e measure, but would not prevent 
destructive of the existing Second 
viFnfWr^^thput replacing it by anything. To pro- 
tfllm aS possible was the °idy course open 

'two-feverish nights of debate came on 
- f. ntlca J .^vision was called (August 11th), on 

m f st . e J ce on the Lords’ amendments, 
; ': >P- s<3 . ber y rose :and said : 




§§§ ^ ^.* he “■ and 
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He had never supported tH^amemfe 
but he could not : (^i^eive^a Vmdre %aii^^p§iia6^ 
than having to vote apparently in favour of a.Bill 
which was abhorrent to him. But he had in his; letter 
to the Press urged the Peers to abstain from voting V 
and as things were, it was his duty to follow the 
Government into the Division L obby .eh;- 

In the critical division only 24<3 peers voted, most 
Unionists abstaining. The .Government won by 17.;. 

Rosebery’s attitude provoked some comments, on 
the lines of those which flamed out when the Budget 
of 1909-10 was rejected. One fell from Lord Selborne 
in the debate, and was answered b}’ Rosebery in The 
Times: ‘ ' 


• “ I caniiot but think,” [he wrote,] “ that the position would 
be rendered even more intolerable by the introductiori of 
hundreds of peers. ... I should, of course, yhave ; preferred; 
to abstain. But I should never have f dr given myself. if , the; 
creation of a brigade of peers had taken place vhen. my 
vote might have averted it.” • ,V JVclh;. 

His old Christ Church ally, the Duke of Northum- 
berland, replied, by a letter to the same ]ournal, that 
Rosebery by his own showing had pro tanip. made 
himself responsible for the House of Lords being a 
sham for all effective purposes, and . so his couhtryiiien; 
would be apt to hold him. f i ?.*: 5£ . v • V; > v 

In his rejoinder Rosebery made an admission which 
he naturally had not let drop before 1 — that 'the 
“subordinate and limited capaeity for delay might 
under some circumstances be of some importance;’’ ;/ 
If the large creation of peers had taken place the 
House would have been “ deprived of even this meagre 
resource.” , . - ' -h-ht 

By old custom a Protest Book is kept in the blouse 
of Lords, but it is not often adorned with signatures. 
Rosebery drew up and signed a solemn Protest against 
the Parliament Bill. Four bishops,- and ten lay peers, 
mostly not of conspicuous distinction, appended their 
signatures. . . 


1 Oil] c, P/NGLISI1 : AND ' SCOTTISH LIBRARIES ; 045 i ; 

- Thus' closed Rosebery's active share in the; pro- 
ceedings of the House of Lords. 

Rosebery'- was casting politics to the vends at an ■ 
v,- -age^tliatVfor; some' men. has marked the noontide of 
. their public life. ■ At sixty-three Gladstone was coii- 
■ l iductingfhis great administration of 1868-74 ; at sixty- 
. three .Disraeli had just “ dished the Whigs ” with his 
line conjuring trick of Parliamentary reform. But 
/ : Rosebery at any rate handed on the torch which he 
'/fi.'didVnpt'^oare, himself to keep alight. Neil Primrose 
v was elected for the Wisbech Division in January 1910. 

; J-Bs father did not allow his disgust with politics to 
■ 7 /cool his other enthusiasms. At the Old Edinburgh 
* V Club he made a delightful speech on one of his 
favourite' subjects, the many-coloured past of the city ; 

V,’*/. he impressed on a London audience the charm of 
•• Harris tweeds and their peat reek ; he gave the mem- 
'i' .'bersbf the Eton Society at their banquet (July 1911) 
fy . historical and personal reminiscences of “ Pop ” ; 

• : arid he delivered (September 1911) at St. Andrews 
: the Rectorial Address which is separately noted. 

;ir'.';' :At the opening of the Mitchell Library in Glasgow 
he praised Mr- Carnegie for his endowment of a number, 
^pf- .'district libraries radiating the light and warmth of 
4 ,^the central institution, and lamented the absence of 
Vi Scottish National Library; and he celebrated the 
memory : of , William Rogers — “the most true and 
broad-minded, Christian I have ever known ”• — at the 
opening of the Library at Bishopsgate. There he 1 
,. -,^made a confession of faith : , 

J excuse for any man who has not his own , ' 

.Vi^dvajt&.coUeetion of books, and I appeal to every person in 
'j; ';this assembly, to say whether his own little shelf of books, 
even, if it be merely a shelf, is not infinitely dearer to him v. 
y-}‘ r ;tlian : the whole collection of the British Museum. 5 ’ . ; • . 

i«^^^vThe;Adyd,ea 1 fces’ Library in Edinburgh belonged tor" . : 
r r the Scottish Bar. For years Rosebery urged the . . 

$ creation of a National Library of which this was the : r 
= (jv-dbyipus nucleus.; On one occasion he urged it as- the : -i ‘ 
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appropriate memorial of Queen Victoria’s Jubilee. 
The project found favour, but was checked by the 
Great War, like so many others. It matured in 1922, 
when an appeal was issued signed by the Lord Pro- 
vosts, the principals of the four Universities, and some 
representative Scots, headed by Rosebery/ Sir 
Alexander Grant came forward with £100,000, and in 
1925 a Bill passed through Parliament. Rosebery 
gave £5,000 for the Manuscript Department, and in 
1927 made the presentation described in the Report 
of that year : 

“In July 1927 Lord Rosebery presented- to the National 
Library of Scotland his collection of Scottish books at 
Barnbougle Castle, and they were received in November, 
The collection was in three sections : 

“ 1. Pamphlets. 120 volumes and oyer 2,000 single 
pamphlets all finely bound, published mainly between 1585 
and 1908. Particularly original pamphlets dealing with the 
religious troubles of the 17th century, the Darien scheme, 
the Union, and Jacobitism. 

“2. Early printed and rare books, including a series of 
broadsides and proclamations. Of the 700 items in this 
section many are unique. 

“ 3. Books relating to Mary Queen of Scots. 300 volumes, 
the largest collection known.” 

He was again to the front (December 1911) -at the 
meeting of the Scottish History Society, speaking 
of the interest of old household records. One, of the 
speakers remarked that he had acquired a new reputa- 
tion as a formidable, drastic, and one might almost 
say incendiary critic of books. 

In the following year he returned to his old topic 
of Scottish education, reverting to his lively contest 
with the Duke of Argyll over Lord Young’s Act of fol'ty 
years back. He wondered whether better men had 
been produced under the old system than before. 

“ It was an education of poverty and oatmeal and the 
classics, but on the whole it did not turn out bad men. And 
now we are rearing a generation on tea and football • 






and boy scoots 



lias AHyAj's Been 'based- on character^ and if dhe schools Bf tlie 
'.j.hcquiitiy'failtApihducethe'cliaract-erthej’-didinold tinies; they 
have something -yet wanting in- their sphere of operations. 55 

';-;v : -; These' were questions not unnatural, from one who v 
yysbw. little to cheer him in the. vista of the future. 
- 5 ;^:twbtahdra^haJf years the youth of Scotland was ready ' 
with its answer. * 

^ .WKat/'.that ' answer might have to be was the 
subject of Rosebery’s address at Glasgow when he : 

•V: "opened the University O.T.C. headquarters. Haldane V 
l/ ' had lately made a speech of some depression oil the 
oA-- condition- of the Territorial Army, and Lord Roberts V . 
A; ivas pressing for universal military training. Rosebery - ' 
told his hearers that for good or evil we were now;, 
embraced in the middle of the Continental system. . : 

- ; V We liad certain vague liabilities — he would rather . 
'.they were definite alliances — which might lead us into 
■; a, war, greater than any since the fall of Napoleon. 
r \ H '-We must be prepared at the proper time to make, 
.^fffgpddxhdt liability. “ *'», % 

■ * .i;He spoke to the Midlothian Boy Scouts (July 21st) ; 

. yifh iio warlike note ; and of a battle long ago when A 
>- ;.i ll blhne 1913 a memorial was unveiled at Selkirk of a 
^y: fine; local traditi on concerning Flodden Field. The Vv 
yy tragie tale was one for Rosebery’s happiest eloquence, Vr . 
y ; and lie did not omit to point a moral for the twentieth 
. - century. ' The King of Scots had involved the honour. >: 
and safety of every man over whom he reigned. 

;-;;Cp moral is riot dead yet . . . let us at least take / , 
'Jieart, to be vigilant as to the wars , : 
?S'< Engage, and hold our statesmen responV. :••• 

sible .for their part.” . : 

1914 Rosebery underwent an , 
of some severity, , but he recovered quickly, 
Wasvablqf at a London County Council; . } 
Sir Benn on Ms mew 

i;.r|^hghity r and tp prbtCst against the new duty thrust-y > 
Vi^^p^\tnp;Couni^';,asied^^tipn authority;. >;y ■: I'-j/f ;. *,'• 
SSuNRf Glasgow fur a memorial: to Lord 5 ; 
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Lister, and he gave away prizes at Epsom College, 
where Mr. Smith-Pearse resigned the headmastership 
after twenty-five years’ service. 

Then came the outbreak of war. Rosebery, as has 
been seen, deprecated the policy which brought us 
directly into the Continental system ; but he never, 
in public or private, let fall a word of blame for our 
entrance into the struggle. 

He made a series of speeches in Scotland. We first 
came in for Peace — he said at Broxburn — for which 
Sir Edward Grey strove, and for Honour, because we 
had guaranteed the independence of Belgium. At a 
great gathering in Edinburgh (September 18th), 
Asquith made a stirring speech, and Rosebery, dragged 
forward though unwilling, said that the war must be 
fought out to the bitter end, with no patched-up truce. 
He spoke again at Juniper Green ; at the Scottish 
Corporation in London (November 30th), where he 
was flanked by two Scottish colleagues. Lord Balfour 
of Burleigh and Lord Kinnaird, each of whom had 
lost his eldest son ; and at a vast Glasgow call to arms 
(December 9th). He read to a hushed audience the 
news of the Falkland Islands engagement, and the 
whole crowd rose cheering to its feet. Other speeches 
followed— to railway workers at Edinburgh, . where 
the stupidity of war was his main theme, and at 
Dalkeith, where he celebrated the prowess of the 
Royal Scots. The call for recruits was becoming 
urgent, and at Edinburgh (December 31st, 1915) 
Rosebery pleaded earnestly for Bantam battalions, 
having discovered a pamphlet of 1733, styled ^ iiie 
Humble Remonstrance of the Five Foot Hughians, 
against a standard of height for the Army. He wrote 
to his old American friend Chauncey Depew 


August 28 th, 1917. 

“ My dear Depew, „ . „ 0 _„ 

** Your valued volume has reached me safely, as racy as 
ever, and X am reading it with keen enjoyment. I need not 
say that I began with the ‘ Art of public speaking, b’omwlncli 
I derived much pleasure, and should have obtained p o , 
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were j going, to make any more speeches; I am a full decade ;% > 

' " 'jyoungey 'than you in years and a. full decade older in fact; v , 
. “ -Well; we are in the war up to our neeks together, heart , 

in 'heart and hand in hand. If the. war makes our two . ' «• 

. nations . brothers in fact and sympathy for all time tocome 
it will ahnost be worth what it has cost. By Jove* Uncle-..,..;. 
Sam is shelling out his dollars 1 So are we our pounds 
. sterling. I hope rather than think that all the security is ' 
.good in both cases. ; , . . . ■ - : 

“ I am a shy prophet, but have arrived at a conviction, 
that the Huns are not prepared to face a fourth winter of war.. 

But I am appalled at the thoughts of the peace congress, - 
' when all Europe will be grabbing for all it is worth, irrespec- 
tive of the exertions or the feelings of the other allies.. ■' » ; • 

“ It is heartbreaking to think that had Russia played up: . 
the war might well have been over by now. And we all ; 
congratulate Russia on becoming a Red anarchical Republic 
and a bloody chaos — perforce no doubt, but I would as soon 
congratulate a man on having the smallpox. ■ 

“I hope you are as young as ever and as well as I wish 
you ; and that this letter may escape a U boat. 

“ Y. sincerely, “AR.” : 

At this distance of time, when international hatreds ; ■ 
are silenced, if not all dead, it would be an ill deed to 
reproduce the denunciations of German statesmen 
and German methods of warfare profusely scattered 
through his speeches, as through most others of those 
:-■■■ years; Through 1915, 1916, and 1917 this note 
inevitably sounded louder; and when the Lusitania 
was sunk Rosebery wrote to The Times in terms of 
concentrated bitterness. Almost at the same time, 
at London. University, he offered sympathy to the 
Vice-Chancellor, whose only son had fallen. / . ; - “ ' 

• -’» • ■^ r ell» we shall have losses and we shall meet them; We 
: v - shall have gaps in the ranks, and we shall fill them up, 

; whether in- the University or out of it.” : ' ; ; 

own kome was not to escape. Reginald 
. ; Wyndham, 1 as popular in the Life Guards as with: 
the Relvoir Hounds, fell in November 1914. Dalmeny,"; - 

V ; 1 William Reginald (1876-1914), second son of 2nd Lord Leconfield. - ; 
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who had left the Guards soon after his marriage in 1909; 

. ■ rejoined the Army, and in due course became Military • 
Secretary, to General Allenby. Neil. Primrose, after y. 
some service in France,, became Under-Secretary for 
; . : Foreign Affairs,, joint Parliamentary Secretary to the 
; ; Treasury, and a Privy Councillor. He married in 
1915 Victoria Stanley, the only daughter of the 17th 
Lord Derby. lie was not content with the prizes r 
of the political arena when his friends were risking ; 
their lives abroad, so he rejoined the Bucks Yeomanry,; 
did excellent service in Egypt, and met a soldier’s end \ 
at Gaza in Palestine in November 1917* He was 
buried there, and Memorial Sendees were held ini-. 
England and Scotland. Rosebery wrote to the Arch- V 
bishop of Canterbury : '"Y/l-p? 


November 29th, 1917. . 


“ My dear Archbishop, ; 'd 

“ I thank you warmly for your kind words, and for giving 
your blessing to the service on Monday. . .‘:k- r ^}y 

“I cannot complain. I had enjoyed all Neil’s life and 
could not have enjoyed much more. Indeed, I never expected 
to see him again. The bitterness of death was almost over ; , 
when I parted with him. It is the poor little widow. who is 
to be pitied. ■ ■ \ V;; 

“ Once more accept my gratitude for this last proof of 
your true friendship. 

- ■ “ Very sincerely yours, “ AR'.”Ci^ 


.. This stunning calamity, added to the daily and 
nightly strain of wartime, plunged Rosebery into an 
old age which nature, left to herself, would have 
deferred. Circumstances had enabled Neil to be the . 
most frequent companion of his father’s travel abroad, , 
and the understanding between the two was perfect. . 

. -- ; Neil’s popularity in the House of Commons .was 
• unbounded, he was much favoured by Llbyd^ i 
George, and struck up a close friendship wam.Alrv: : 

,’ Vv. Timothy. Healy. He spoke well, with modest,- cool-; . .. 
ness, and something of his father’s charm of expression. 

A ' .Rosebery, curiously enough, used to doubt whether 
Neil would have acquired that faculty of clear jpag- 
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■ . me^ only experience can give.;- 

:/;/ It edn simply be said that many tried men> of different . ! . 

parties, foretold a very brilliant future for Kim. One - 
■_ . episode inust.be mentioned, touching both father, and 
: son. When the. second .Coalition Government was , 

• ; formed : in December ; 1916 the new Prime Minister . ; / 
naturally desired to strengthen Ills administration to, 
the utmost. Rosebery was offered : a high post not 
inyolving departmental labour. One argument was 
. ^. subtly .pressed-—' that acceptance would help Neil in 
: his career. This Rosebery by no means credited ; he . 
,f->liad; several reasons for declining the offer, and' , 
declined it was . Had he been able to admit the plea 
y he} would certainly have accepted/ at any cost to • 

. himself. . Indeed, there, was no willingness anywhere 
; to admit failure of his powers. When, in June 1916, 

. Lord Kitchener went down in the Hampshire to find 
His “ vast and wandering grave,” Rosebery was asked 
1 by the farhily to write the great soldier’s Life, but 
'/y, thought, it impossible to agree. . . !■- " - ' 

; : , ! ; ;Thfoiigh 1916 and 1917 he had carried on a series of 
-'•war-speeches, principally in Scotland,;, lauding the 
f ^KfVpverseas patriotism, smiling /at the Ford ' 

;•/: peace-ship, urging drastic national retrenchment, and 
proclaiming confidence in final victory. Once his 
Kurning indignation goaded him to write to The Times ; 
calling .. for reprisals in land directed against the 
. . authors of, Zeppelih raids and the destruction of un- . 
offending civilians. . This earned him sharp reproof 
from two opposite quarters— from Sir Evelyn Wood, 

, , who described himself as “the oldest midshipman, , 

, / Field-Marshal, and -student of war,” and; quoted 
. . .•” . //Mminbnt ’s ■ saying j . “ les represailles sorit . / 

- Mi'uh’/ , c5 ”,; , and from Professor Sanday of 

Oxford, who .protested /that we should be beaten at 
: . the game of driving up the standard of ruthlessness • . ; 

Replied that reprisal is a choice 
f rrton g £YUS» but might be the least of them. After ;,, ; • 
the^ldow had faUqn. he ;did not slacken in his public 
^ e ^^?p; hiahy other ruined homes of -rich 
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and poor ; and in: the, terrible stress of 1918 he felt 
he must work .with the rest. . Just . as the sky; was 
clearing for the nation he was struclc down.; He was 
busy in Scotland, with Roseberyas his headquarters, - 
for Dalmeny had been handed over for a war hospital. 
He also occupied a small house in Edinburgh as a 
point d’appui. His younger . daughter was his : corri- i 
panion at Rosebery, and after a busy day lie collapsed ! 
and lost consciousness from the circulation of an.ehi- - v 
holism, which produced an almost paralytic effect; 
He was removed to Edinburgh, under the care of 
Dr. Rainy, the eminent son of an eminent father, and y 
slowly recovered strength. But there were intervals y’: 
of grave anxiety. He was sometimes delirious ; arid 
his sister and daughter recall the night of November '■]- ] 
11th, when he was lying unconscious. The Edinburgh; 
crowd filled Randolph Crescent, calling for a speech 
from their beloved orator on the great occasion; V. /■ 
One of his first impulses was to ask for BoswellY 
Life of Johnson. He wished to see what in his address . t 
at Lichfield he had called the most striking of all ; : 
J ohnson’s letters. His own words of it had been these :• XI 


“When the shadow was finally on him, he was able to : . : 
recognise that what was coming was divine, an angel, though 
formidable and obscure; and so he passed with serene ■ 


composure beyond mankind. 



But he himself was to wait for many weary years ; 
before the shadow came close. .. It ' would ;be as 
painful to read as to write in these pages : their - ; 
detailed story. . .-Vy ; y - c 

He rallied considerably in some respects, and though. : 
even at first he moved with difficulty, and eyesight 
and hearing became feebler, he was able in a degree 
to enjoy books, and far more the company of pld. ' ;; 
friends. Some of these had gone. Lord Rothschild, 
a staunch friend and the head of Hannah Rosebery’s 
family, died in 1915 ; his brother Leopold— whose 
son Evelyn, a gallant and gentle figure, fell when 
Neil Primrose did — in May 1917. 
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Rosebery wrote of Leoppld in terms which all who 
knew him would re-echo : v . •" ; •. . ; / ;•/" \ /.."/d, 

; 4 ‘ I know of no death of a private individual wiiichhviil. be 
followed by more general sorrow, for all his life he, was 
/• encompassed by love, and gratitude, the universal tribute to 

> his great heart,” . . .. 

, His brother-in-law Arthur Sassoon, shrewd, hospitable, 

/ and; genial, also a valued friend, had died some time 
before. “Peter” Wroughton too had gone. Rose- 
bery had drawn a fine portrait of him t 

v “ One of the best and noblest Christian gentlemen. I 
, have known and loved him for 44- years, and never knew him 
fail for a moment or descend a degree below his high level/ ‘ 
He was the most natural man I ever knew, and always 
revealing a nature superior to others, but quite unconscious 
in his simplicity of what a splendid fellow he was.” 

Huis de Soveral, so long Portuguese Minister in 
London, died in 1922 after a long and painful illness, 
Rosebery wrote to King Manuel, who had lost the 
most faithful of servants and friends : . . - . 

Daxmenv House, Edinburgh, October 7 th , 1022. 
“Sire, . - • : 

; ;/“I hope Your Majesty will excuse my dictating this letter, 
but ! can scarcely write with my own hand, and then only in 
v* pencil, 1 cannot refrain from intruding on you with regard ■ 
-tp the. death of our dear friend Soveral. No Sovereign ever ■ 
had a truer servant or friend than Your Majesty had in him 
f f* ™ ost det ;ply for your loss, which is exceptional’ 

- ali of US he was the most charming of companions and the " 
%st °f ^ends. Indeed, I doubt if any death since that 
; ol Kln S Edward Will leave so large a gap in society. He was • - ' 

> moreover, a consummate diplomatist, perhaps the best in 

/. any circle of knowledge., v •/= 

/V , ^ < P’ us ^ ^bat lour Majesty will be able to bear up under 
.Hus heavy affliction, and remain, ' : - % ;\ 

■ ;; ' ; . Your Majesty’s devoted servant/' 

y. -■ /. . “ RosEfiBRy.” 
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But through the years of the war, and after 
Rosebery’s illness, a band of loyal friends, old and 
young, did what they could for him. 

It has been a faithfully observed tradition that 
nobody who has loyally served the Royal Family, ’ 
or has won the confidence of any of its members, is 
ever forgotten or neglected in days of adversity. 
Rosebery, strictly speaking, had only served Queen 
Victoria ; but he was honoured by the friendship and 
trust of four generations of the Royal House. So now 
that he was disabled the King and Queen often paid 
gracious visits to him who could no longer be their 
guest. Queen Alexandra and Princess Victoria and 
others of the Royal Family never allowed him to 
think himself forgotten. 

From the political world Asquith, JohnMorley, and 
Haldane, with their refreshingly diverse minds, were 
often with him ; Lord and Lady Lansdowne, mourning 
a bereavement like his, not less often. Wemyss Reid, 
sagacious observer and loyal friend, had died too early ; 
but Alfred Spender, equally trusted and equally 
informed in public affairs, never omitted to keep 
Rosebery abreast of the world’s news. Nobody was 
more affectionately attentive than Sir George Murray, 
who had become the most conspicuous pillar of the 
Civil Service, and who enjoyed ^ Rosebery’s personal 
confidence to an extent to which no one else had 
attained since the death of Edward Hamilton. 

During these agitated years, perhaps his greatest 
stand-by was Frederic Harrison. He and Rosebery 
had first made friends on the London County Council 
in 1889, and the intimacy grew until circumstances 
made it closer still. There is nothing like a cure 
for cementing friendships, and at Whitsuntide m 191o , 
the two passed three weeks together at Bath. Motor- 
ing was still permitted, and they explored the beauties 
of Bradford-on-Avon and Castle Combe, of Longleat 
and Bowood. After this, correspondence became 
regular. Rosebery— who did not think very mucl 
of the Government that was driven to declare wai in 
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■ 1914, or of its successor the first Coalition, and was. 

suspicious, of the : second Coalition, though on the : 
; ; whole he welcomed its formation — was glad to open . 

his mind to a deep political thinker like Frederic 
.. Harrison, detached like himself from any party 
allegiance., After his illness he dictated frequent 
" short notes to Harrison, starting two months after the 
attack, and continuing without intermission till 1922. 
They also met often, and their common friendship 
J.with- John Morley was another link. When they were 
apart, Rosebery was perpetually on the look-out for 
;; Harrison’s delightful replies. 

; . .Sir George Trevelyan, a still older friend, was 
•; another steady correspondent of these years. They 
f had long written to each other about each other’s 
hooks, and other people’s hooks. Rosebery’s letter 
. of July 18th, 1911, about Macaulay, has been quoted 
above, and he welcomed Trevelyan’s praise of his 
Early Life of Chatham and of his little brochure on 

• The Love Episode of William Pitt. After Rosebery’s 
. attack the interchange went freely on. In one die- 
fated letter he wished that Lord Brougham, much as . 

f lie disliked him, could reappear “ to deliver one of his 
: huge seven-hour speeches crushing the Treaty of 
f Versailles; in gross and in detail. There is no one 
capable of doing it now. He might have done it, 

/. ahd I could have forgiven him much.” But most of 
. the notes were on books, the last in 1927, a cutting 

• dismissal of three recently published volumes of 
. memoirs as “ arrant rubbish.” 

These friends belonged to the attenuated band of 
Rosebery’s u playfellows ” — to use a phrase of which 
my father was fond. But the younger contingent*' 
were equally faithful. Baron Edmond de Roths- 
child’s son James had come to live in England, and j 
. had made, the choicest of happy marriages here. He 
.was Neil’s closest friend : and he and his wife stepped 
..into the position of much-liked nephew and niece at 

■ _ C -T .1 -r-. i . , i •• • 
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visitors; John Buchan often came .and often wrote ; 
Ronald Ferguson remained an unbreakable pillar of : 
support and friendship. Count Albert ; Mensdorff, 
the popular and hospitable Austrian Ambassador of ; 
happier days, was able to return as a frequent guest, ; 
always received with pleasure. . /- a /’:''-*. 

Hew Dalrymple, younger son of the Lord Stair 
whose name occurs earlier in these pages, was a most 
regular and welcome visitor. The two had become ! 
more and more intimate ; and when Rosebery was 
no longer active, Dalrymple, with his close know- • 
ledge of every phase of Edinburgh life, social, artistic, - 
and literary, and of Scottish life generally, brought A 
the fresh air of the Lothians into the solitary house 
as scarcely any other could. ' 


During these lingering years Rosebery’s three V., 
remaining children did what was possible to ease his \ 
burden, as did his sisters. Lady Leconfield, in par-;; 
ticular, was able to devote many hours to him, to his : 
great comfort. Most of all, there was the solace (jf 
his half-dozen grandchildren. One year some of 
them enjoyed the moorland air of Toxside, the Rose-. / 
bery shooting-lodge, when he visited them most . days.;; 
The spring of 1922 brought a new sorrow to his home./,,. 
His younger daughter’s only son, Jack Madeley, a 
boy singularly perfect in character and in bearing, ^ 
died after a wearing illness on the last day of March.- • 
For us, liis parents, it was the tale told in the grave: 
unadorned lines of Callimachus: \ p'vL 


AwSeKeVij rip 7 TatSa , . . 

. . . rf/v irohhtjv thirl 8a . . 



for his grandfather, it shut out much of such sunshine - ; 
as was left. He wrote to Frederic Harrison ry :[ 1 , \ 


April - 9 th , 1922. 

“ My dear Friend, 

“Many thanks for your kind note. The blow is indeed 
a heavy one ; heaviest of course for my daughter and son- 
in-law, but scarcely less heavy for me .who adored the 
child.” ■ 
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/■ Still, ^ a: ptccibns vtrca^iire .was left to > him in. Ruth:};' 
Primrose; Neil’s only child,, fated soon; to be mother- 
less as well. '. She spent; much time with her grand-, v 
father at the Durdans— a fairy presence; brightemng : ] 
gloomy; days. And the other grandchildren helped 1 
/from- time to time to make the kouse-' less, silefit. lis : : 
.owner’s reserve made him unwilling to see new faces. . 
So that some of those who were pressing to the front 
on the political field, and would gladly have made f 
their bow to a Prime Minister of twenty-five years ; 
hack, never had the chance of seeing him. Ihy 
firmities increased, but he was able to enjoy drives ; 
' over the downs and by the copses where, in past years, 
he had waited on many May nights for the song of 
the nightingale. By the happiest fortune, two per-;' 
sonal servants 1 of long standing remained to tend him : 
? with such understanding and devotion as earned the ! 
- ■gratitude of the whole family. ;;/'r 

. v The end came in the early morning of May 21st' 
1029. He had always prepared himself for the pas-, 
sage to another world. One of his last farewells to 
•; this was to ask for the music of his Eton tutor’s famous; 

“ Boating Song.” Its lilt was one of the last sounds to 
; .reach, his -ears. - • ’ * v-V' 

' He was buried in the little church at Dalmenyy a, 
noble, relic of the Middle Ages. Earlier in the day v 
there was a. service at St. Giles’ Cathedral. The Duke: 
v ; of York and many of Rosebery’s brother Knights of 
the Thistle were there, and Dr. Warr 2 pronounced a;, 
fine eulogy on — ’ . ■ : 


' the. most . representative Scotsman. of his times, raised to 

an unchallenged supremacy in this people’s affection ; for'..} 
/two generations . lie 'reigned , among us as the recognised :. 

: ''r !"? spokesman ■ of > our brave 'and rugged land, the "> alert and ' j-h ’ 
;;;; ;5 ca loos guardian of. its traditions, thcindomitableehampion ,>} 
}';■ ; vpf,itsdnterests.;-y; In; death he comes back.to his own:,. 

IV. .'■ people.’’. . v 

x y i' 1 - Ihs valet \yilIiamTitley,Who Was in liis service for forty-five years, • 
r! .-from 188i and Joseph. laddie, an: admirable butler. Both, of them ' ■ 
: : were valued friends'. ~ w-;- 

Tlie.Very Rev. CharlesWarr, Deanof thcOrder/ofUie .}}}} 
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These words went straight to the heart of every- 
body in . the ;^hurcli, for they were exactly what 
Rosebery himself would have wished said. "-v 


Conclusion (Political Career) 



Several biographies of contemporary statesmen 
include estimates of Rosebery’s character and gifts; •! 
in their bearing , on the career of the hero of each 
memoir. A reader from a far land would derive the ; 


impression of a man of exceptional ability and : 
/ personal charm ; an eloquent speaker with a theatrical / 
tinge; but wayward in opinion, easily swayed by 
prejudice, somewhat deficient in moral courage, not 
too industrious, and enjoying too many sides of life 
to take any of them quite seriously. 

I hope that in some material respects this study 
has served to correct this impression. In the first ; 
place, I have tried to show that, far from taking life 
easily, he erred from time to time by being too much - 
in earnest about too many things. The statesman 
of the Second Empire, best remembered from liis . 
luckless profession that he entered on war with 
un camr teger, years afterwards assured an incredulous \ 
world that the phrase really meant “ an unburdened 
conscience.” Rosebery’s story tells how he never 
.. undertook any enterprise with a light heart ; but how. 

. conscience perpetually troubled his search for the path . 
) of duty. He was, indeed, something of a political . 
j Hamlet — "■ 


“ thinking too precisely on the event ” ; 


but nobody save Hamlet himself called Hamlet a 
coward. Rosebery was not spared the imputation. 
Mr. Timothy Healy, for instance, once declared that 
Lord Rosebery was not a man to’go tiger-hunting, with. 

.. If he thought that timidity was the reason, he was 
altogether wrong. But there are people who do not 
go tiger-hunting, not because they chead the tiger, 
but because they are afraid of looking foolish if they 




t- ». ‘ 




HIS : ; 



;:<^me7, bafelc tfe ; sfciii. : r : Xllere : 

have been nearer the. mark. Rosebery himself in r 
. his last days wrote oil a half-sheet of paper that from , 
the first liis main fault had been Pride. * One sees.' , 
■Wiat lie meant ; but after all, pride is one of the . ;; 
-richer 1 ' virtues, and goes happily in the yoke' with 
humility, of which it is the near kinsman.. It might - 
have been safer to fix on self-consciousness as his bane. , 

. He found it hardly possible to get outside his own - .. : 
personality, to look at himself as one of the outside v 
crowd might ; or to look at contemporary movements : , 
'.vithotit .wondering whether he ought, or ought not, • 
to. take a part in them. ( ; ' . || 

' /. It was this that made almost pathetic his reiterated : 
^^declarations that he was “ out of politics 55 after 1896 . 

• In the years of his retirement he jotted down many \ 
passing thoughts about pubhc men — including him- _\o 
self : here is one : * ; 


yV.- ''jc'-Tlier'sceret of my life, which seems to me sufficiently >,?v 
obvious,' is that I always detested politics. I had been landed . ' 

V • • Jur -tKem'bewjcidentally by the Midlothian Election, which was ; 
^'nothing 'but a chivalrous adventure. When I found myself 
•/•3^imthis> evil-smelling bog I was always trying to extricate yf- 
myself. " 

y-/; ‘ c That is the secret of what people used to. call my lost 
i ^v'oppbrtumties, and so forth. If you will look over riiy life .• ; ; ,y 
you will see that it is quite obvious. But nothing is so t 7 
, .obvious as the thing which one does not wish to see.” ..... \ 

Again, 'he wrote at greater length : 

•;** I saw.in .some book the other day that I was described ■'f 
;-fJas>d;|ailui;e; and this led me into a train of thought which t - .V:' 

• whirled me from myself. But let me at once say that accord- \ 
■.t ing to; the usual apprehension of the word the description. is. ■' 

7 ;. sufficiently accurate. What ! a man who has been- more or 
t . less in public life for a quarter of a century, who has. been ■ 5 ; 

^ .Epreign Secretary and Eirst Minister, but who has. neyer . -/ ; . r; 
: > enj()yed^P instant in power, and has now been long in : 7 
; yscciusioh- without a follower and almost forgotten, 
greater' failure. ? ” \ - 7 
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He goes on to examine examples of failure, according 
to the standards of the world. The greatest, as he 
remembers from a sermon of Professor Drummond’s, 
the career of Christ. But leaving this sublime 
example — no parallel but a striking illustration — even 
such renunciations as those of Charles V and Philip V 
/are not the cases on which he would chiefly rely. 

I The just conclusion, he thinks, is this : 

“ We must realise a man’s conception of life before con- 
demning his life as a failure. 

“ Failure is a term easily and often wrongly applied to a 
career because people do not understand what was aimed at, 
and judge it by their own objects. But it is impossible to 
say that -a '•life is a failure without knowing its aim. The 
ordinary aims are easily realised : honours, power, wealth, 
fame, social distinction. 

“ But the wise man, I think, does not consider these as the 
best purpose of life. What he wishes to achieve is happiness 
in the large sense of the word, a well-ordered life of work, 
friendship, family affection and, if possible, religious faith ; 
congenial work, a healthy existence, pleasant relations of 
family and friendship, and reverent loyalty to God. These 
objects constitute the ambitions of the wise.” 

Those who read this book must judge how far 
Rosebery had in fact realised this,~practicM,.and---nok 
ignoble ^philosophy of life. On the political side Mr. 
George Trevelyan draws a striking parallel between 
him and the Duke of Shrewsbury, so conspicuous at 
the junction of the seventeenth and eighteenth 
centuries. Our vivid historian could have added 
that the six years that Shrewsbury spent at Rome 
might well have been copied by Rosebery with , six- 
years at Naples, but for his thought for his children . 1 

1 “ The character and career of Charles Talbot, Duke of Shrewsbury, 
bear some resemblance to those of Lord Rosebery two centuries later. 
A cultured, super-sensitive nobleman, self-indulgent but no libertine, 
a wit in whose brilliant but weighty conversation everyone delighted, 
he was known to all ranks and both sexes as ‘ The King of Hearts, 

‘ The only man the Whigs and Tories both spoke well of.’ Called upon 
to lead a party, he saw too clearly the faults of both parties.’ — 
Blenheim, (1930), p. 201.” 



\ ! The curious might also hit/ oil points of similarity. 
.7 with a later statesman, C)iarle7lBarl-:.Grey,,..tlie . hero 

o il. :•:>>■ oiLir ,r»:ii i: iva 'tU. •n~X4>X~~~-i.- 


7 7v County Council as Rosebery did. 1 

7 ' ; ' 

7 : : : V;c1iameter.: ' 1 ! 


;■, .' \ . '7> : I '.can say three things of him : 

7 ''f\- 7* : Iia is. one of the very ablest men I have known. 

vi7fp :,; “‘2; He is of the highest honour and probity. 

y/ - 7 :-“3. I do not know whether he really has common sense.” 


: 7:7 Tlie veteran leader, it will be noted, did not fall into 
7'i; 7^he7cp t miiipn error of doubting Rosebery’s serious 
,77 purpose7.Nor did he mistrust Rosebery for being 
y^-;'‘:'5one- bf/tlie : epigrammatic, who, as John Morley ob- 
■' .•' serves m his Rousseau, “ have by no means a monopoly 
jbf; .slmllow; thinking.” Rut doubtless many people 
:;7,rbesides;\. ; Qpeen Victoria were made uneasy by his 
77;;flashes-y of humour and wit. None would have 
7y'-;7ipplie47tb 'him. the whole of Pope’s-jQagellation,, .of 
77 v^_ Wharton 1 ; but not a few may have quoted against 

77 ; \himi7;vA7 '- 1 ' ■' ■ • 

'* Ci /:yVy‘V Though wondering senates hung on all he spoke, 

yyy.yv'; /y '//’.y ;The club must hall him master of the joke. 

J'/r/'l k‘ /.-'.Shall parts so various aim at nothing new ? 

7 7, 1)! ■7, '-'77 •'■^Held.shine a Tully and o Wilmot too.” ' ' 

f.'/:.' ' 7 7 “ He -loved seclusion for its own sake. * How I long,’ he wrote as . 
yom^'inaii',;' ;to Return, to Tacitus and our own comfortable fire.’ 
Charies.was in.fact by temperament unfitted for the daily round. 

! ■ ' hated .the "busine ss Q f r peltipg-JMinistcrs with small charges and 

^d-'.tfyh^^hdpwj^apped ..up iu.small questions. He bated still more they «,. 
J y^ -SGpulcbTiil ; at.mqsphere of the House of Lords. When he was in the/ , 
■kpyi - Conimohs he loved ; to sally forth from 'Howiek, like another Chatham, 
an -operation of war • to', defend the liberties of British subjects^ or • 
y: , the rights of .oppressed peoples j to expatiate on the first principles of : • 
.Oy\V; j ^ cpnstxtiition .or of international law. On such a subject he' yas • 

his gestures and his delivery .were 

.'Xy.y.rVbnsuntimtey.-'-.yytke opinioxv 'of ’his Whig admirers was' tersely. ~- V 
.py®- fp Crecvcy, ‘ There is nothing approaching this damned 
■■ y /# in theHOngdom wlien-he mounts his best horse, . . 77 

h dull man„put his finger on a deep-seated defect . 
V Grey is always thiiiking of, himself and of his failures .in life.’ .,1 
A.& e < >fG™yfind :l>eel,ip$- 201-3. (Clarendon Press, 1929.) ^r y 
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This is ill-natured, hut I have heard a kinder lov6r of 
Pope, asked ’if he had seen Rosebery,;, cite with a 
laugh the still more famous couplet about.' Walpole; bed 


“ Seen him I have, but inliis happier hour- . . 
Of social pleasure, ill*excliaiiged, for power 


the power which Rosebery truly said he never pos- ;. ; 
sessed, even as Prime Minister. ' !, 

Every treatise on oratory tells lipw^uyanescent usS . 
the : orator’s art. Nobody reads old speeches ; they 7 
bloomed for a day, and in the evening they were cut ^ 
down, dried up, and withered. Yet the names, of the; cl- 
great orators stand out as sharply as any on i, the roll ' 
of fame. Rosebery’s place on that roll is assured ^ } 
His successor as President of the Scottish History; ::"/ 
Society, Mr. John Buchan, acutely pointed ouPthat • k 
Rosebery, unlike some orators who were also writers, " 
showed rare skill in discriminating /^.b’etween-'^tlie^' 
demands of the ear and the eye — the spoken and the - 
written word. Enough has been said of Rosebery ; -k|g 
polished prose ; but his speeches require a sentence or ; - 
two of notice. His oratory was sometimes considered 
too theatrical. Perhaps the utterances tliaf have; 
moved the world most deeply have been of another . 
type. Bright denouncing the Crimean: war, i^anppln-\;| 
at Gettysburg, in no way bring the stage to iniiid,; 
But much of the noblest oratory has been histrionic.;- 
Cicero uses the phrase “ a great orator, and : so .to:^ 
speak a great tragedian.” 1 The majestic French; : 
preachers of the seventeenth century, Chatham,- ; 
Sheridan, Grattan, even Burke on occasion seemed to,;;.. 
be pacing the boards rather than standing firm pn tlie.;;; 
rostra. In one of thoseJDialoguek® 
for eighteen hundred years have attracted imaginative:^ 
writers, Eenelon, himself a master, conceives ; a; con-^ 
versation between Demosthenes and Cicero. 2 . ; Iue .r 


1 ftruius 205 * * •- t ’■ 1 *'-‘V 

2 “Tu oceupais l’assemblee de toi-meme ; .ct moi je ne roceupms,- 
ne 1’occupais jamais, quo de Taffaire dont je pariais. ' • Jv L A • R 4«e''7 ij 
orateur parfait quand tu as.dte, eomine moij simple, gmve, austere, sans ^;. 






CG3 


> :is^sjY^MR3ym;,up l .concern .ior.;jns;,su.o] eec. ' uicero, 
^••he/Sa^Bi'-is'-neveir -the ’perfect orator when he is only 
;:Ciccr6, gifted with wit. and art, and turn of phrase, 

: but not the austere and apparently artless Demos- 
. ; /thehes .> )?■ '.. '■ ' 

On this showing Rosebery was more of a Cicero 
i than a, Demosthenes, and even so not to he altogether 
/ despised as an orator. In truth, nobody who ever 
V' h card one of Rosebery’s great platform speeches can 
/forget: the experience. The earnestness, thoJiumour, 
;j.rtHe:4^fb?ohs-.of^.y:pice, most of all, perhaps, the 
■//answering," thrill running through the audience like 
y an electric current, must remain, a clear memory-even 
to those who have listened to all the best speakers on 
'.platform or in pulpit of the last fifty years. In the 
House of Lords, it seemed to me, he never reached 
the same level. The^gifts and graces were all there ; 
but the. touch of theatricality was more obvious to 
/ fhaf chill’ audience, and the atmosphere was visibly 
•'Repressing to -the speaker. On minor occasions, when 
.reply /was needed, or when a matter of policy 
; ;had/tb be discussed or explained, Rosebery showed, 

„ iii • the/JIouse . as elsewhere, the easy mastery that 
^everybody expected from him. / 

home circle knew how -religiously? ’ 
/hl|pded/Rbsebery was. Without ever attaching him- 
. self to , ahy ^e: school of thought in the Church, or to 
of observances, he was disappointed 
vv'v eh’eufnstarices . kept him away from Sunday 
. s > ? Avas .^ regular communicant of the Church 

: But in, Scotland he most often attended 

^hddn Romah: Catholic countries often went to 
/Ik was./a custom with him, when they were 
.S®;%.'bh^eh,-'t6-read prayers and a sermon '- 
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to his children from their quite early: years, the sermon - 
being eclectically picked from Ghalmersj or Ne\yiha« 5 - : 
or frorn some other favourite. ' ' Rosebery eiijo^od 
many friendships with churchmen— most of all witli 
wise old William Rogers from early days ; in. later : 
days most with Randall Davidson, whose steady and ; 
unquestioned progress to the highest place he took as : 
a matter of course. There was a near local connection : v 
Davidson’s Mains, the cradle of the Archbishop’s i 
family, is close to Dalmeny. His balanced judgments 
and tolerant sympathy which never- sank to com- X 
promise between right and wrong,/ represented for, - - 
Rosebery the sound ecclesiastical temper in a world 
where the Christian ideal is in peril of being obscured 
by the dust of warring faiths. During his crippled^: 
years no friendship, and no ministrations, made him 
happier than did those of the Archbishop of : Canter-; • 
bury. . . 

The Dubdans, Epsom, March 21si,',1922. \ : - : T ; 


“ My dear Lord Archbishop, 


“ Let me thank you once more for your visit. ;,A r oirepme;'' 
to my solitude like .a being, from another, world; ; ;Let;me;SaV r ;: 
once for all that IJbve-you^a§jmych„as.XLhonpiirvvyou,y]and^: 
therefore your visits either in Scotland , or here %re' doubly.'^ 


welcome. 


Yours very sincerely*/;-'- * •, w 
; - “ AR.”; 


There has been no attempt to collect for this book * 
the reminiscences or the formal appreciations of the 
few survivors from Rosebery’s active days, c- It would 
have been agreeable to revive memories oLsome^f/ 
those symposia in which he delighted : His fidelity y 
to Coder’s Club of Christ Church days lias been v 
described. Political affinities gave i ; birth to ; the ;• 
“ Articles,” inspired originally by Arthur, .Acland^as'^q.' 
dining-club of carefully chosen Liberals. The mem- 
bers entertained the club in turn, Rosebery himselfv . 
Herbert Gardner, 1 . and Carrington being frequenk;; 


1 (1846-1921.) M.P. 1885-95. President of Board of Agrieiiltufe , ; 
: . , 1892-5. Of. Lord Burghclere 1895. , ... ■ t/1' y r;?n 






> ; ; -j j ersonae;vchMacteristics : y -'^y: ; : ms 

hosts, Haldane and Asquith active members. . T.o..the 
: champagne^that . sparkled in the glasses was, added 
the:!{cdmrersatipnal ..champagne of I’rank . Lockwood 
and Birrell,. for whose contributions to the gaiety of 
evenings Rosebery was duly grateful. He was also 
• the founder of a cheerful Scottish institution, the 
Loco Club,, which held its amusing gatherings at the 
.v. New Club, Edinburgh. 

LEsy erious reading has been touched on in the 
. . course of the narrative ; but he had strong likes and 
y dislikes on the lighter side. Mr. Edward Cooper’s 
.. . racing stories seemed to him to be the best of their 
v y Kind jv blit .he did not care much for sensational fiction. 
yyGood comedy always appealed to him. He read 
'^£Mappy;Thinj^M$ aloud to his children, and the Diary 
Nobody \v&s his favourite bedside companion. 

however, has to tell its own story. Still, 
yfjin .another, vein, I am allowed to quote from some 
‘y ’.sheetSpof: notes left by Mrs. Drew, who, as Mary 
y Gladstone, had more chances than most of seeing him 
;. y, without : his :_mask of reticence and reserve. Their 
^friendly relations, diversified by some sparring, lasted 
iy fbd,;<leath. of Mrs. Drew’s parents and her own 
;;,.y^sido%lidqdi-' They often met, and the charities in 
Mrs> H rew was interested profited by their 
;.f meetings;- In her note she says: 


people have had thejnous, or had the privilege 
th^hcart ot gold that is in him. It is a curiously 
v. ' ; : ' c 5 > V impassive face, but surely his smile is the. most irradia- 
•v. v/-tmg.sth. a t;hM--ey^jbeen seen. He is absolutely transformed 
'TP i.kpfipded me of the scene from the Righi — the cold 

upon. the. horizon, and ““ 

r ;; ^y su goenIy m one flush they become. alive, glorious, radiant, the 
fy : roost, wonderful transformation scene in the world. .... He . 
•.rpmarkable capacity for - entering into the feelings of 0 \ 
^P.ocially tho?e who are poor or unhappy, and he has . • 

fop. getting his neighbours out of: /■. 

• -Sr ?. ^ M^ants’, dinner an old farmer, mot Wishiiog 

host to be.shmm up, turned to Lord Rosebery and whis- - 
.fjereay to him, ;There.' is something gone ■ wrong with the. ; ; - b 
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pudding, my Lord, it has got frozen by mistake.’ Lord 
Rosebery beckoned to a footman, and after . a colloquy with 
him, he turned to his guest : , ‘ Oh, I find it is all right ; it m a 
, new kind of pudding, and it is frozen oii' purpose.’ 


Mrs. Drew goes onto compare the understanding and 
regard which united the household at Dalmehy/ owner ? 
and servants, with the attitude of those who looked on ; 
their household simply as part of the machinery of life. : 
This showed her quick perception, for this human 
interest in his surroundings was a marlmd feature ini 
Rosebery’s character. It was notable in friendships 
which he established in the racing world . 1 r Matthew 
Dawson was an exceptional character, a man who;/; 
would have made his mark anywhere, and a most ; 
interesting companion. But Rosebery was prodigal 
with help and advice to weaker figures in that exciting^: 
arena. Two jockeys who rode for him, at a long ik-t; 
terval of time, Harry Constable and Danny Maher, ;' 
were his particular care. Both were exceptional 
horsemen; both were happily married p both broke 
down physically ; and one of them dissipated health . • 
v and fortune by wild extravagance. Rosebery lavished £ 
| time and trouble on both invalids and their fannlieSj{j 
^ fin a way that more ostentatious philanthropists plight v 
'envy. ' 

When all is said and done, Rosebery remains some- ... 
thing of an enigma to those who 
Sometimes a character may be illustrated ■ on the 
negative side : what a man dislikes or ignores may be / 
as focal as the list of his tastes and > pursuits; 
were some notable gaps in Rosebery’s well-fufnisned 
intellect. Like many men of letters, perhaps like: 
most, he was without any mathematical faculty ; but ; 
in addition he never at any age made a study pi;, 
philosophy, or of any branch of science. It is strange h. 
est, perhaps, that, with his devotion to aubpen-air:, 

\ 1 Mr. John Corbett was a frequent' 'correspondent, •Valid ^oh; 6ne^.| 
occasion he and his merry Comus band of the Sporting Tinieslunche_ 


together at the Durdans. 






^;(;AVE ;; ATQUE VALE'::? 


/v-’roor ; 


life, zooldgy. botany, and . geology remained sealed 
bopkato MmY The love of natirre which was so strong 
■ in Mm was that of an artist or a bookman, rather 
. than that of a Gilbert, White or a Hugh Miller. But 
few men spent more hours in the open air, when he 
was not enslaved by office. His long walks have been 
: mentioned j ■ but he loved dining out of doors, even 
r when; tile days were., growing shorter, and when the 
;dchihierguests v begged for rugs over their knees. His 


/ shared, them ; he never talked better than then, or 
' more openly. - It is a hopeless task to fix in cold 
print any impression of his personal charm. “You 
have not been under the wand of the magician,” said 
Bitt to somebody who had not heard his great rival 
speak j and so it must be for those who did not know 
■ Rosebery;,, . Though the Fair}'' Queens beside his cradle, 
V ; unlike those in Macaulay’s poem of which he was so 
fond, lavished many various gifts upon him, it would 
be untrue to call it a very happy life. But he warmed 
^■• : bpth>hahds;Bef<>re its fire, and he did not fear death. 
./ Ave atquc vale. 





• ' CHAPTER XXI • • 

THE TUEF: LATER YEARS V, 

Some of the Mentmore yearlings were once more * 
trained in 1890. The colts were sold, amongst them * ; 
Bonavista by Bend Or— Vista, who had already- pro-1* . | 
duced two fillies of no racing merit. Bonavista won 4 
the Two Thousand and other races for Sir Charles 
Rose before being exported, leaving behind him > 
Cyllene, the most successful transmitter of the U . 
Stockwell line. The Duke of Westminster, than whom ■; tS 
there was no sounder judge of bloodstock, had always - ) 
tried to buy Vista, her owner told me. He realised C 
the value of a Doncaster — Macaroni cross. Twoiwo-y 
year-old fillies won in 1890, Corstorphine, a daughter i. % 
of Foxhall, whom Rosebery bought as a stallion, and % 
Keroual by Foxhall — Kermesse . • t ); • 

Next year Corstorphine ran second for the* 
Oaks. •• : ; 

Eighteen ninety-two was a lean year. Accumulator, 
by Dutch Skater — Illuminata, ran five times without yi/,: 
winning. Amaze won one race. Meanwhile the .dis- ): *- 
carded Bonavista carried off the^Two Thbusa^^t);\y-jy)/ 
But in the following year the sun shone; i. The two- : 
year-old Ladas, by Hampton — Illuminata , : )3)ahi^mr;y.1'-; 
tunes, vanning the Woodcote, Coventry, . 
pagne Stakes and the Middle Park Plate. . Gamblers ; * 
shook their heads at the audacious namingipf ythis; f-'fA. 
beautiful brown colt, who recalled to old ^ace-goers ) y.) 

. the perfect shape of his grandsire Rosier ucian.V Years V,);'. 
afterwards Rosebery wrote to Mr. Somerville Tat- ■ •. 
tersall, with whom he carried on an hereditary. :y 
friendship : V'L ' l;r'|§ 

“I agree with you that the bravest • t^gi^eyer-^pne^^; 
: was to name the horse Ladas , and I thought so yat) the y) y- 

• . * * .* a* ’ ’ “ ' 
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The filly Pressure, by Bend Or — Bonnie Jean, ran 
third for the One Thousand. ‘ 

Eighteen ninety-four blazed more brilliantly still. 
Ladas ran away with the Two Thousand, the New- 
market Stakes, and the Derby. Nobody had seen 
a Primp Minister leading in a winner at Epsom. Later 
in the year a cloud came over the sun. The colt was 
third in the Princess of Wales Stakes, second in the 
Eclipse Stakes and in the St. Leger. He w T as unlucky, 
but had trained off somewhat. Sir Visto, two-year- 
old by Barcaldine — Vista, made some amends in 
October by winning the Imperial Produce Stakes at 
. Kempton. Sir Visto, a far less attractive colt than 
Ladas, after being twice beaten at Newmarket, duly 
won the Derby of 1895, and surpassed his stable 
companion by carrying off the St. Leger as well. His 
Half-brother by Donovan, Velasquez, made his debut 
in the following season and showed marvellous 
promise, winning four of the principal two-year-old 
races,' at Ascot, Newmarket, Goodwood, and Don- 
caster. Rosebery believed him to be the best colt 
he' ever bred or owned. He was somewhat amiss 
in the autumn, and as a three-year-old in 1897, and 
' as a four-year-old, did not show the same astonishing 
form, running second to formidable rivals in Galtee 
More, Persimmon , Love Wisely, and Cyllene, all first- 

- class animals. However, a winner of the Princess of 
Wales Stakes, the Eclipse Stakes, of the Champion 

- Stakes twice, and a total of over £26,000 in stakes, 
cannot' be called a failure, though he was certainly a 

' disappointment. 

Illuminata had bred very regularly, producing in 
1892 Das, who did not win though very speedy, and in 
1894 Chelandry by Goldfinch, who added to the gains 
of 1896 by carrying off four races, including the 
National Breeders 5 Produce Stakes at Sandown and 
' .the Imperial Produce Stakes at Kempton. In 1897 
she compensated for the Classic failures of Velasquez 
by taking the One Thousand. Another Illuminata 
filly, Corposant, ran third for the Oaks of 1899. 




f 
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. ! 2; There was: a ; momentary Tull in Rosebery’s racing. 


Gas went early to the * 

"\^Cbl/i)(s ^ - QT^ia . TTTrt Cl TrtrtrfArl ■Px%« r ''h' y\i» 1-^.k .*! U iJ*" * _’I 


(1901). - ; She was leased -for her: racing career, 
and won several times as a; two-year-old. She ;’ 
became a valuable addition to theMentmorepaddocks.^ 
The next year Cicero , by Cyllene, was; foaled. He' ; 
was a rather small yearling, chestnut^ with, . thef 
exquisite quality of his sire, recalling their Arab' 
ancestry. ITe won the Coventry Stakes and the 
National Breeders 5 Produce Stakes hr 1904. In that: . 
year a formidable French contingent was in evidence, ," 
offspring of Flying Fox, who had been boughkby 
Monsieur Edmond Blanc. J curdy was a colt of very: ; 
high class,' and won the Middle Park Plate ; but he- - 
was amiss the next year, and Cicero, who had given 
his trainer some anxiety, beat him for the Derby of -; 
1905. Cicero was defeated for the Eclipse Stakes; by ; 
another of Monsieur Blanc’s colts, Val d’Or.' .-'Meaii- ' • 
while Clielandry was taking the place of her dam and 
of Vista as a breeder of winners. Between 1900 and 
1907 she produced six, including Chelys, by Sir Visio ; j:. 
Tmquair, by Ayrshire, who carried on- the ^ationah-;: 
Breeders’ Produce Stakes tradition in 1906 ; Popinjayi.. 
by St. Frusquin; and in 1907 Neil Gow, by Mafco, . 
This last also won the great two-year-old-. race at; 
Sandown, beat Lemberg by a short head in the Two 
Thousand, was fourth in the Derby of 1910, and ran 
a dead heat with Lemberg in the Eclipse Stakes. . He , 
broke down before the St. Leger. S'AS -A 

-The older generation of present race-goers wall recall 
the later successes of the Mentmore stud, Percy Heck 
and George Blackwell sharing the 
Prue once more won for him the N ational Breeders’^ 
Produce Stakes in 1912, and the Coronation Stakes . 
.the next year. Vaucluse, a daughter of Fafor, took 
the One Thousand in 1915. Prue is from Prune, : 
Persimmon - — Pressure, and so goes back to Borirrie 
Jean. In 1924- PlacJc 1 seemed likely to satisfy Rose: 

-V U By Hurry On— Groat, -won the One Thousand, and many- other 




races. 








FOOT; GOOD COLTS 


•b'ery’s ambition of winning tlae Gold Gup at Ascot, one 


One singular fact remains to be noted. None of 
the four remarkable colts that Rosebery owned,-' 
Ladas, Sir Visto, Velasquez, and Cicero, achieved much 
success as a sire of whiners. The last did most, but 
lie was never in the first rank of stallions. The 
highly descended brood mares, on the other hand, 
have gone on producing generations of good horses. 








TWO VISITS TO PRINCE BISMARCK 


September 27th, 1890. — “ H. Bismarck and -■ I, after having - 
passed two nights at Ostend and one at Berlin, arrived at ' 
Hammermukle, the station for Varzin, at 5.30 to-day (Satur- . 
day). The old Prince was at the station on horseback waiting ■ 3 
for us, and greeted us warmly, thanking me for coming into ' '; 
so remote a province to see him. He then sent his horses • : 
away and got into a victoria with me. , y 

“ He talked about his trees as w r e drove along. I , in- . ' 
cidenta lly alluded to H. B.’s settling at Schonhausen. The 
Prince said he was glad of it, but feared the solitude would be ' 
too much for him. I replied that I thought he liked solitude, \ 
that this year he had spent a solitary two months at Konig- : 
stein and Ostend. ‘Ah, he Iilced solitude this year because : 
he is very much out of temper. He took my removal mudi ; : > 
more to heart than I did. I was glad that an opportunity ;> 
was offered me of getting out before I died. I feared I . wash, 

. condemned to servitude for life.’ ‘ So did all the world, 5 : 
said X. _ - 

“We drove through a great farm. All the farms here'': 
seem enormous owing to the severity of the winter which ; 
requires that everything shall be housed, and then we drove , V; 
up to a three-sided quadrangle consisting of a plain . country^:' 
house centre with two long low wings of a farm-house 
character. There is besides a new wing, very comfortable . • * 
but ofia villa character externally and quite uncongenial to ; ; 
the rest of the house. This the Prince Mdshed' s tp!;6b)Qtinu^v.-V 
but fortunately found it too expensive. . . . : ■>'< 

“ The Prince at once took me to my rooms, a vast bedroom 
" and a vast sitting-room, the latter filled with presentation . ; 

books, some English, notably some crazy books .by Mrs* 
Bernal Osborne and a volume of the immortal, speeches of , , 

Sir H. Parkes. ... fV.' 

“ After dinner, on returning to the drawing-room, where he ^ 
■ ' , lias his four pipes on a sofa, he showed me, a ; cuckoo cloek. y; 

, .which he had procured for his room at Berlin, hoping that .the .y 
,■ loudness with which it proclaimed the hpur .would be a hin^. . 
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to ambassadors not to prolong 'tbeir.'sta^'; but vinfortunat ely : ' ; : 
they only saw Itfit’a .topic for. further conversation. ■/ ’ 1 5 


■ Septcmlcr 28th, 1890.—“ II. B. came to fetch me at 10.30 
, • to , walk with his father, whom lie had left discussing a pint 
of hock. We.thrbe tooic A pleasant walk through the beeches;’ 

. y'y.ji}':- He spoke of the young Emperor, said that he : was full .// 
; of vanity, that he lives only for applaiise, that he does not // 
work, he does not even read what he ought. ; I-Ie is very 
. . v .extravagant, is making debts, and his butcher’s bills are nbt ■ : 

• ; paid. . • ■ ' 

‘ You are overthrown, Prince,’ I said, ‘ with the power 
you created — hoist with your own petard as Shakespeare . 
;/:'V says.' 1 ; ; 

■ v:‘V “ ‘ Quite true. In 1862 my old Emperor met me with 'his 
- .abdication ready written in his hand. But he was yiUing. ... 

.to' fight and he fought. 5 ... ' 

j/ “ He spoke much of his own fall. The -principal; passion - 
b among Germans, he said, was envy. In England happily - 
‘ . patriotism comes before party, but not in Germany. . ; ": h : 

y; - ' -“ After luncheon we drove for 8 or 4 hours in a victoria ) 

'v : ;;Vi across the country and tlirough the woods in break-heck / 
'/'.fashion. 

, V .‘ The intrigues began by ministers wanting my place. an&y/. 

/ even more by their wives wanting my precedence ; and then/,/ • 
”/ the Grand Duke of Baden took an active part, for he had been , ; 
/.-..-'v.bff^Qded by my refusing him some audience. The young v--.,' 
/ .; / Emperor went on so that I at last asked outright, “ Does 
Your' Majesty, wish to get rid of me ? ” No answer; • ■ '“In 
. i that case it is easily done. I can resign my Prime Minister- ;. 

ship of Prussia and retain the Chancellorship.” The Emperor 
h” j /eagerly embraced this proposal, but said, “ You will support 
;'Zy. : -/the: army -proposals.” I said, “Yes, but if I support, the" .A 
V - whole ; proposal it must be as Prime Minister.” And so it. -;/ ; 
/. ■; was: settled that the resignation of the Prime Ministership 
. shouldtake place in June. But then came the Socialist ; ; 
V‘V / question. ;; I said that if I remained I must fight, i He agreed 
/ entirely for three weeks. Then supervened the Grand Duke 
; of Baden and turned him round like paper. I drafted the 
/ /.' rescript, according to the Emperor’s orders, but said, to him,- ./;, 

. • '-. ./“ I strong]}' advise Your Majesty to throw this into the fire.” . 

he seized it and; signed, it ’in a great -hurry; >. '-Then 'I **'4 ' 
hack for some days/ still hoping that he might ehahge : : -x 
his mind ; but at dinner at niy. house lie asked for it, and. • 
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desired it to be promulgated. V Had he said to me, “ I wish: : t 
to govern alone,” nothing would have ( been easier ; but he >1 
tried to get rid of me by ill-treatment. He did business in a ' ^ 
■way which hurt my dignity, saying his nerves would stand it : ' 
better than mine. When I saw that the Emperor wished to -P 
get rid of me I thought deeply as to whether I . should be ; i 
justified in making such a “ hole ” as. I should cause after . 
being for 28 years in affairs. ; • ■*: 

“ 4 The old Emperor was good-tempered. The Emperor 
Frederick was polite; this young man is neither good- ,V 
tempered nor polite. I always got on very well with Empress' %■ ; 
Frederick : it is a mistake to think otherwise ; though I <; 
opposed her in the Battenberg affair. "When Miss Dornberg ’'...c.' 
returned after a year in Japan the Empress said to her, 

“ You have heard of the terrible upset in our lives,” meaning 7. 
my dismissal. ' ? 

“ 4 I do not Imow on what terms I am with the, young 
Emperor. Since my dismissal the only communication I ;-/ ; 
have received from him is a copy of a letter he wrote to / , 
Schweringer to take care of my health. As lie had done. ; 
this for some years without the imperial orders, Schweringer; 
w r as inclined not to answer it ; but I urged him to do so,. and 
he sent a somewhat ironical reply.’ Xl ' h&l.-i 

“P. Bismarck thinks that Trochu was a traitor to the - 


Empress. But that if the Empress had shown more courage ;'*! 
and shown herself to the army and in Paris he thinks She \ 
might have maintained herself. He thinks that the Empire 
might have continued had it not gone to war in 1870; though : ; 
the Emperor was of a contrary opinion. ‘I had a curious h;' 
interview of two hours with the Emperor Napoleon in 1867. . • 
He wished to ask me my opinion as to the expediency ^o£;-h- ; 
giving France liberal institutions. I said that . as long as he 
kept the gardes du corps — as long as he had 50,000 picked: v; 
men in Paris on whom he could rely, he could afford; himself- : - ; 
the luxury of liberal institutions: I even advised some • . 
concessions. But he distrusted the disinterestedness of my 


advice ; whereas I was quite loyal in the matter. vVV 
“ 4 It was subject of consideration with me^ whether fweh ;; 
should not restore the Empire and negotiate with it,-, giving 
it 100,000 picked men from the 8 or 400,000 prisoners we had ; 
in Germany. It would have suited us, for it w r oiild have ; 
been a very weak government, restored by the foreigner ana;,. .y; 
minus two provinces. I told Thiers that we might do this. v 
“You would not commit such a crime,” . cried the little . 




the prince as a 



FARMER 



mam- : - T replied that we -should act just as suited - our ", 'V 

interestsA-'*’,.;-.. r'-.- ■" •. .Vv 

> “ He talks a great deal: of his trees, and estate as we drive . , < 
along. - ■ He has some 20,000 acres half wood, half, arable. : . 
He has no tenants — all is iri his own hand— mth a very .,. -. 
capable manager. He. has also built three large mills; for. 
making paper out of wood. To-day we drove to a harvest 
home on one of his farms, but being rainy we did not get 
out. A woman presented flowers on a plate, reciting some . 
German verses, and the Prince thanked her ; then the dancers, 
came out of the barn headed by a band of music and gave ";.-.; ’ 
Hearty cheers for the Prince and his family. ‘ The. only ; 
good ! have done in my life of which I do not regret is my U' - 
! wells'; •" I have six wells for villages here at a cost of £100 
apiece.’.';.. •; ; . .. ■'■(/( 

V. “ ‘ Are not people in Germany as afraid of buying estates 
as they are in England ? * - - - 

.(“.‘Yes, and if I had foreseen ten years ago what would: , 
happen I would not have bought either: I would rather 
have sold.- - ' v - f ' > 


.(V ' * 1 ‘ I suppose every year that rolls over the Balkan penin- 
•y .sula- strengthens these little states against Russia? * 

‘. Yes, and time is on the side of Austria.’ - ■ 

“:*!'In. one sense,’ I replied, ‘ but not in another, if in that . - y ; 


: ;ytiihfe Austria goes to pieces.’ _ . , 

“ ‘/Yes, - it. is extraordinary — the Austrian Empire', has';---//' 
'.‘(lasted four centuries, with nothing to hold it together but the 
, ; y memory oYfour centuries of misgovernment.’ ” 


‘.zj; September 1890. — “ Lotar Bucher writes shorthand, 

land, site Jn the.morning pencil and paper in hand, looking in, V';. : 
..(v.miite' appeal to, the Prince to dictate something ; but he ; . 

>von’t. : The Prince’s memory is by no means so good as -it 
! ; ;.was,; r H*'B. tells me : H. B.’s own is excellent. , 

** Talking of cabinets noirs at luncheon Prince B .mentioned ; (/■' ’ 
./that, the Emperor Alexander told him in Russia that (the ( 

; -- : yGermahvprinces had been so hostile to Russia' during 
((.Graaean yraov.t ‘They wrote to. friends in Russia' ‘(horrible 
(things by 'the:pcist-—$6 of course one saw them.” ^ - •> : 

(While- on our long drive in the afternoon-we'telked’*ihhcli;;ft : .v'/. 
/about his memoirs, which he will not write. .‘T do not care;- ; (, 
to dictate my memoirs because I am . too. lazy, - The. only. - 1? 

( consolation' of ;my .present position is that ! have nothing to .;-(((■ 
: do. Formerly, when I woke I had to think of all I had to do. ' : ■ 


676 



W VISIT TO VARZIN 



Now I have only to wind up my. wateli or take a walk; ; More-' 

over if I write memoirs I -must' eitiher;tell':lies or.reyMj ? tii^ ^ 

character of my old master in all its nakedness. Forhe Was/;- 

always wrong. He was always being worked -upon 

wife the Empress Augusta, the granddaughter of ithe Emperortfe^ 

Paul, a wild character constantly conspiring;. 

so many of her conspiracies that that 

instance in 1.848 she had a conspiracy to set iier husbattd 

one side (on his accession to the tlirone I suppose) and make :• 

herself regent. He sometimes said to me, ’ **:T '•^dw;I-.'iun?^ : > r; 

henpecked.” •• 

“‘He w r as always wrong. In 1868 he wanted to go to ; ; 
Frankfort and humiliate us before Austria. In/1864 
wanted more Danish territory, when I thqught''\We;'rhadV,?..- 
already too much, and would not speak to me Ibr-threedays;; 
when I refused to agree with him. Then again, lie, wasrin ; ii> 
favour of Augustenbnrg’s claims, and wanted' another : Grahd : r ;?',^ 
Duke to vote against us at Frankfort. In 1866 he did riot ; 
want to go to w T ar with Austria, but I told him h,was^ab*|h ^ 
solutely necessary : it was like two bulls in a herd of ; cqws, 5 j. 
they must fight in order to decide who is to be possessor.; ? 
Then when he did fight he wanted to march on. He. wished; 
to advance into Hungary with no provisions or water,-, -'with, 
cholera and other diseases among our troops with; 200^600 
of the former Confederation army ready to fall on us— ; 
105,000 Bavarians alone — and the French Emperor with 60 ;-y ^ 
or 100,000. It would have been madness. I said^oAim'-that'.^yv^ 
it might be advisable if he wished to reconstitute the Eastern 
Empire at Constantinople, but not otherwise ! He:appealedy|.;,;r 
to the Crown Prince who sided with me. So he.,wf ote ;on . the x0f: 
foot of my report, “ Deserted by my minister.in' the face .-of/;^^ 
the enemy and unable under the circumstances ; to obtaiii; ;,; 
another I appeal to my son to help me, and as he also turns y ;; 
against me, I must submit.” This is among my family^ ; 

papers. ‘ . V. 

“ ‘ Again in 1870 he resisted violently becoming; Emperorf m 

That was dynastic pride. He wanted all 

before the King of Prussia. He said he would not acceptyiie^; ^ 

position of “ honorary major.” I explained that thy German -; ,.; ;. ; 

princes would not allow the necessary power, to one who wa^;^^ 

not Emperor — they would only consider: him : their;;^uqn 

There the Crown Prince did not help me. He sate agitated;; ;; ;; 

and silent, not daring to look his father -m ';tlie Tace/. 

at last he gave way he would be Emperor ’-of.- ^ y 
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. :.\ nothing else:;:.' a ftiiJe'-to:^1^6hi%e:3Pnhces'^6^d^iiot!su1)nMfc 

■A -I- 1 A r \-i* ' i ' , A'r\ /ll'f* a-Aha /«] rtVirt 4> i r~*-fr 4"]Va lift' TtT n r* 


so : angry ; with. me that lie Walked off the dais and greeted js 
' Moltke and the others, treating me as if I did not exist, as if 

- T,was : air.7 

“ ‘ Nor did the Crown Prince help me when in 3,866 the ; 
King- wanted to put down the Parliament and proclaim a new 
constitution. In vain I pointed out that after all it was not V; 

- a difficult parliament, that I had carried on government with 
. v 7a party of II out of 500 members, that it would never do to > 
show ourselves before Germany as less liberal than the other 

- States, &c. The Crown Prince sate during the long discussion 
in the railway carriage from Prague, hot and red, but saying 

. nothing. 

; v>. “ * The reasons I give for not writing memoirs may he mere, 
excuses for my laziness ; but for one thing, I could not write 
I ; my views of the last three years without writing a book which 
;; 7 would not be allowed to be published in Prussia, for it would 

- 7 be high treason.’ . ‘ 

“Pfince B. told me a little later the story of how he 7 ; 

; persuaded the King to ride off the field of Sadowa. ‘ The ;r 
King went slowly and reluctantly ’ (after the well-known 
• conversation), ‘ so I took my foot out of the stirrup and gave 
s • the King’s horse a good lack with my toe in the flank — and f - , 

. off he went at a gallop. The King looked round and asked, 

: “ What is that ? ” I replied that his horse had probably been 

^//frightened" by the firing. I don’t know if he believed me or . ? 

; not, but he said nothing.’ (This incident seems to me a good \ ' 

V-; parable of their relations.) - 7. ; - 

‘ The relation between King and vassal implies mutual 
-r'epnfi^^icei That existed between me and the old King, and T. 
/../.I^^d a warm affection for him. But not between this young. 

{* /King hnd. me.’ X reminded him that in 1887 Prince Wilhelm . 
i.^^^Hccined Ins pupil, his disciple. ‘ Yes, too much so : ■ 

’/* : ■ • Souvent Prince vane, ' 

777. : ..V/ '.; :-; ' / Follet (sic) qui s’y fie. . ,/•/>)■./ 

’.v-.Ih. oiif last .week he hurt my 'dignity.’ V ■ 

what X knew he was aware of — the Kaiser V / 7 7 
v supp osedfea.r of his inkstand. ‘Yes, that was one ofthe--/-:? 
•7 iies told. -I said, nothing but what was respectful— my "eyes * n 

may have spoken, but I cannot control them so well. But / . ' 

Hi treated like a gentleman— 1 to liveyihVv;;- ■ 

better company. Thq young. Emperor said, “ I hear/Bleieh-7 V'Cf.v 
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: s ; dy//.; 

rodcr has brouglit Windhorst hcre~so;it' seems youare livinffi • 
with Jews and Jesuits.”,/. I said that.it -was necessary for my/ '//:• 
business— that: was a. -matter NiA r u 



consulting) me.” I replied that I could not ahow anyone to / '/ 
interfere with my household arrangements or as to thc/peoplc 81 
I chose to receive at my house.'. ; YV- : ■ A 

‘“At our last interview the Emperor kissed . me orb both ! \ 
cheeks, and said that lie was only parting with me out: of -fi 
regard for my health. “ But,” I said, “ I havc not enjoyed;;//:/ 
such good health for years past as no w— apart from the l '< 
worry of the last few weeks.” v ; 

“ ‘ Instead of ministers advising: the ; Sovereign;- you now.' ; / 
have a Sovereign advising the ministers, V. Gapriyi is /deter-f-/? 
mined to have no will of his own. Mwtfchah ijuhksl-lie^is^ 
clever, which he is not. The Emperor has most experience Fy 
of foreign affairs of the three — which. does: hbt\preyeht;‘fiis/-.^; 
being very foolish. 5 /' • ’/i'., 

“ At this juncture Prince B. summoned a woman whom Bet / 
saw, one of his tenants, to ask her about' /the potato harvest/;;^ 
She told a long story complaining of the depredations of the y: /: 
wild boars among her potatoes. His demeanour vith thet ;' 
peasantry is very genial. • . ..-.v 

“‘ The Emperor’s jealousy is most> extraordinary. /Hey/:: 
cannot bear this subscription for a monument /to : ; me/ , Jh 
order to hinder it as much as he could he,took the presideney >; yy 
then he tried to prevent officers in the army subscribing andy ,? 
failed; then he declared that anything over 500,000 marks* 
should not go to the monument — which he had ;n0;iearthly ; --^ 
right to do — and now it is between 7 ^ahd ; 80bi060 : marks.^^-y:< 
not yet closed. He reminds me of a landlord ywh6' ; 'cannot^.y^ 
bear rich peasants. Pie cannot bear arijmie.tobe ' Jis-.:;; ,- 
tinguished but himself. The old ^I^gyiinder^odjour.^ 



glad I was a strong one. . . y . . , .... 

“ ‘ I see the Emperor is reported to have said to Gount . ; , ■ 
Moltlce the other day that he was sorry he could not. pay 
similar visit at Friedi'ichsruh.- But how is lie so sure t|iat - ... 
he would be welcome at Friedrichsruh ? y I do not wish .:toy;y 
see him there,, because, I cannot lie' or : disseanble.;iT ;,capftot 
pretend to approve his conduct, so his. visit .'would •onlyv.lie^.,;..- 
. an embarrassment to me. 5 --- y yy' y-yy/ Fyy y^'yy 

/ /■/“'He -taJU^iinueh' in these ^;dr^s/of;his;drees;; i ^w/^.i^y 
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passion with him. He told me that jays are constantly 
employed burying acorns, as dogs bury bones, with the object 
of retrieving and eating them (in •winter). The consequence 
is that they are invaluable planters of oaks. 

“ c After leaving office this year I was at a loss for something 
to do, so I took to reading the classics again, Shakespeare and 
Schiller, which I had not read for years, with the greatest 
enjoyment. 

“ ‘ William I did not so much oppose universal suffrage. 

I did not foresee in establishing it that the particularism of 
the different Sovereigns would be so little powerful. Universal 
suffrage loses half its danger, if it is exercised openly and 
pot by ballot.’ . . . 

“ After luncheon to-day he said as he rose, ‘ How I should 
like to get drunk to-day. Not for years have I felt that wish 
so strongly as during the last few days.’ (Does my society 
depress him ?) — all this in high good humour. I said, * They 
tell of many of your drinking exploits — there was one of your 
drinking off a bottle of champagne at a draught and frighten- 
ing the King.’ 

“ ‘ Ah, that was with King Frederick Wilhelm IV at 
Lessling (?). There was a great stag’s horn that held a 
bottle — one had to drink between two tines of the antlers — 
and if one tipped it too much the wine came with a rush all 
over one. I said, “ We will sec what diplomacy can do,” 

- and drank it off without spilling a drop. I then said to the 
servant who came to take it, “ Fill that again.” “ No, no,” 
said the King in alarm, “ Bismarck, that is enough.” There 
was skill as well as power in my drinking. Poor Frederick 
Wilhelm IV, so often represented with a bottle of Clicquot, 
was never drunk in his life.’ 

“ He dilated at length on the dynasties holding Germany 
together, even the bad ones. ‘ The German always likes to 
draw closer the connection of their own community. They 
would like their own government in every village. After all 
that has been done in Hanover, and after 24 years half the 
nation remains devoted to the old dynasty.’ 

“ In the victoria he said : * James Rothschild died worth 
1,700 millions of francs. The old King would not allow ms > 
to shoot anything at Ferrieres. “ There must be nothing 
taken,” he said, “ in a house I inhabit.” But I got hold of 
the butler, who was giving us wretched wine, and asked if he 
had ever been put on a pallet and flogged with a stirrup 
leather ? After that we got good wine. We only shot one 
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day when the King -was away, and they gave ns bad : ) 
cartridges. 5 ' .. • - ■ : >.,/ ; V', 

“ Passing a prosperous village of peasant freeholders he : f 
talked about the Stein legislation. "Mt "had not helped 
unite the nation for the war . of : indei)ehdenee^’;On'H]ife:£“‘ 
contrary both parties were dissatisfied with it. So late as : 
1840, when I was a sort of magistrate, a peasant before me,^ 
referring to the year of Stein’s legislation, said, ‘‘ That was the 9^' 
year in which half our property was given to the landlords 1 55 "f:, 
It was very unfair, but on the whole I approve of it, as it 
weakened many small freeholders . 5 . : 'n Vtjk’ J b **.$ 

“ Talldng as usual about trees I asked him if hecutdowny- 
trees himself ‘like Mr. Gladstone 5 ? He replied with a 3 
laugh, * No — what I envy Mr. Gladstone for is his eloquence ^ '%$ 
— he can speak for ever about nothing. I can only speak , 
when I have something to say, and, as for eloquence, I am 
only eloquent when I am attacked — when I am , in a passion. 

“ ‘ Busch used to sit at table with a notebook, in.' his la]). .’yy 
and take notes. But he was a long way off me at table and f 
made many mistakes . 5 ... 55 .o'-'-V'' YiV 


October 1st, 1890. — “At luncheon Prince B. talked with y 
great pleasure of Walter Scott’s novels, and of Dugald:.;.;, f.v 
Dalgetty, Caleb Balderston, Meg Merrilies, &c. As a young : : 
man, when he had lived much alone, one of the. -few; -English ' <gj 
books he had was The Bride of Lammermopr, ‘ which I fead ^. - 
often and even studied . 5 . y : 

“I have forgotten all my Russian. I learned, it .when l;^ ,- 
was 44 ; and one remembers what one learns according to 
the time at which one learns it, and all that one learns m 
childhood. I used to talk for hours to the Russian peasants i 
who drove me about their condition. . i b' ’y ^ yy'Hy'Y 

“ The Prince of Hohenzollern’s estate had'heen'buerea.td.>^v 5 i 
him for a million of thalers, but the cost was too great, as it , 
was, he said, about the sums he had spent oil the agriqul- . ; . ,: 
tural estate near Friedrichsruh. The present: owner is Ae , ; . . 
candidate for the Spanish throne of 1870. I,_quoted;;llonv...^. 
Plon’s wise remark on that candidature ; ;0 

worth while to go to war to get rid of the Prince on Hohen- v : .. - 
zollern, as the Spaniards would soon do it of their own accor t'-n': 
Prince B. agreed. , He said: ‘ I remember the evening on ^ 
Sedan when I was riding back with some princes anm a .7^.'^ 
were talldng about the war. I said that I thought the Prince - 
would have made a very good neighbour for Prance, that 1 , : • 





^••••1S97k’- :;V f: J rosebery as GODr^THER '• r / ^>81 : ;v ; 

•, was closely related to the Bonapartes, and X always took it " ' y 
. -v for granted that, he would go to Paris on his way to Spain 
•; . and ; eoiiie to an understanding with the Emperor. -v A voice y-:; 

behind exclaimed, “ Not a bit of it 1” I turned round and / 
^ '■ [3ESrmce Jbimsefif- ; 

■' I said, ‘ The sun shines on the Socialists to-day,’, as it is 
,ri; : thdday.on which the anti-Socialist law expires. ‘ Yes, it is. 

^ ' a serious , day, one cannot meet them with smiles.’ I spoke y 
yy/of the internal differences which divided them, but he said _ 

J ■ that in Germany they had hitherto kept well together. 

; ' ‘ But you have done a little socialism.’ ‘ No, I do not 

v ... acknowledge that — what I did I did for the relief of the poor, 
hot to secure their domination.’ 

-i'&The- State Insurance scheme, he told me, was not yet in 
-S operation and many wish to drop it. 

• “.His favourite charger he had for 19 years. He rode her ’ 
y : -;yonee for 18 hours without food or water. On her return she 
-j . ' pricked her ears on getting into the stable, buried her nose 
in the manger and fed heartily. I told him of Copenhagen 
/giving a kick after Waterloo day. 

“ His agent has told him that the peasantry around are 
y/: full of vague hopes excited by the Emperor; while many 
; wish to emigrate, which Prince B. has always considered a . 
sign of prosperity in Germany. 

v ; -V* ? r ^ nce B. well satisfied with his interview with the Queen, 
yy SHe pressed him strongly to promise her that there should be no 
5 •.' K.xegericy during the life of the Emperor Frederick — a pledge he 
had no difficulty in giving. She spealcs German absolutely like 
- ;' ; anative— much better than her daughter, EmpressFrederick.” - 

; On October 16tb, 1897, Rosebery started for Sclion- 
; - ' iiausen, the old home of the Bismarck family, for the 
of Herbert Bismarck’s eldest son, 1 of whom. 
one of the godfathers. It was an interesting 
old place, with many family traditions. On the 
day after the friendly ceremony Herbert Bismarck ' 
/’.yyand he, set out for Friedrichsriih, on a visit to the 
• old Prince. He met Rosebery at the door, and 
!-;^ ; b?$ress6d^ great pleasure at seeing him again. . . 

'‘//The Prince ate and drank much less than he did when y i 
Y# ;'^.saw jMm'.last-^-perhaps two glasses of wine; and- after./ iy 

.Prince' von Bismarck, bom September 27th; 1807, ' sue-'-- k 
•.yyycecdcd bis father 1904. /-& 
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dinner nothing but a glass ofwaterinsteadofthe oldtankaid : f ; ; 
of beer. He also only smoked one pipe after dihner,hKbugh¥^D 
two were put out for him. I never saw Ihim .look 'better;"!;^ 
though he is a little thinner, and is a trifle ideaf^^-But'hfc® 
declines to take exercise, which annoys Schwerihger, who, 
says that if he would take ordinary preeautibns;he;iniighi§?£5 
live to an unlimited age, as all his organs are perfectly 
He told us an anecdote of when he went with'his King^in^T^^^ 
he thought, to Petersburg, and the King asked him to fihd?;V 4 5;; 
out what present he could make to Gortchakoff, as he had;r 
already given him his portrait and his highest . order iim^ : t ; 
diamonds. Should he give a snuff-box? Bismarck repu- 
diated the suggestion, but when he went to\sound .Gbrt- 
chakoff, the old fellow' promptly replied, ‘ A good solid gold; 
box with diamonds,’ — an answer which Prince Bismarck i 
said he was ashamed to take to his own mastef.OBut.it 


would be impossible to repeat or remember all his conversaV; 3 
tion, which was as "witty and ready as ever. He talked from 
seven till past eleven thus, his present hour for retiring to bed ; c 
— a circumstance which is very rare with him, for he usually 
utters but few words and buries himself in his newspaper. 
At only rare moments in the evening did his brow cloud for 
a moment, and that was when he was brought - back to. the • ■ 
contemplation of the present, by being showm some telegram :'^: 
about current politics in the evening newspaper. 
he sat down to dinner he tinned to me and said, ‘ Among the '7 


many friends who have deserted me since I left office,'^ the-,/*: 
one I regret most is my old friend and companion my stomach, ' 
which is by no means so true to me as he was.’ This led riid/s 
to speak of someone who sat through long dinners without;^, 
eS$ii}S a mor sel, and I asked him if that was not the case with y 

yj c tor i5 T P maIlue ^ re plied that it was, and that he well: 

remembered 'patching him at dinner presiding in this fa^ing .: 
fashion, but a ^ 9 - m idnight he would become clamorous for an , 

enormous meal. ^ a vi ng ^ een ^ Glasgow, and of havinggone . 

thence to a placcVw* ‘ ^arif feeltef ¥ 

snelled and which he pronounced ana speneu 

co“&r^ he he o£-v¥tin g the, 

•*He talked 

throne of <?nnin PninJ :je Hohenzollern, thePormer candidate, , 

had been siting to the 'jfZ**** 0 fS" W / 

• entirely Bismarck's affij x,r and P lan ' For the sake of *>V- 
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game,’ said the Prince, ‘/Ido hot hare to contradict him ; for. 
'we/ have' eight miles of frontier together at Varzin, and he 
1 could . therefore be. a disagreeable neighbour. But, as a 
matter -of ffact; it was his .father who pushed the affair. He 
/ was devoured with the idea, after his son had become Prince 
of Itbuihania, . that he was destined to have two sons, one 
■ King; of 'Spain, and the other Emperor of Constantinople.’ 
?;He, vErince ; Bismarck, had thought that the Prince, as a 
/ descendant of Murat, would have been rather agreeable to 
- the French than otherwise, that he would pass through Paris 
to Madrid, and would then arrange things with the Emperor. 

. He never thought that a German King in Spain would be 
/of any use to Prussia, and did not dream that it would cause 
much /offence to France. ... 

.///“I; asked him if Thiers was clever. He said very clever 
/and very business-like, and repeated what be bad once told 
me before, about his speaking German to them, and Favre 
going off into theatrical despair, while little Thiers went and 
wrote on a piece of paper in the comer, and handed it to him 
saying, \Est-ce que celafait voire affaire? ’ and it was quite 
/satisfactory... 

T.r,/“:But Thiers, however, made one great mistake. He was 
filled .frith the Napoleonic ideas of making war, and asked 
Bismarck not to fix the ransom of Paris at too high a figure. 
;/Bismarck ' had never had the slightest idea of asking any 
ransom for Paris, as lie considered that included in the 
/ indemnity; ./ He at once asked for (I think) a milliard, and 
/Thiers was delighted when he had beaten him down to two 
/Hundred millions. This money the old King sorely wanted 
to take for his army, whether as a military fund, or for 
/distribution, I did not clearly understand. Bismarck told 
/him; to. take it if he chose, and no one would say anything — 
./'certaihly' he ; would not. But the King wanted Bismarck’s 
signature, and that, Bismarck said, was impossible. For the 
/ moment $citbok it, he should have to account for it, and then 
/it //would /no 'longer be available for the King’s purposes. 

,T here /was a dong struggle of this land, and eventually the 
King did not dare take it, and so lost it. ' ; . 

Was. always under the impression that the choice before 
the/Frehch was either to give up Belfort, or to receive the . . 

/ But to-night it appeared that ‘it / 
/was a choice.. between taking Belfort or Metz, but Belfort 
/^oidd/haye /required ten thousand men to hold it, and / 
Thiers- got /it back fry representing that he could not get the V; 
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.Treaty through - the Assembly without it. ; As. it was, the 
. Treaty was. signed much more promptly than Bismarck - 
expected (at least, so I understood), which was managed 
special trains to Bordeaux. At this stage he spoke of his 
great anxiety to conclude peace promptly, being in hourly- 
dread of the intervention of some third power— Ehgland, ' 
or Russia. ’ "~'v 


_ “ At the beginning of the Campaign some Italian - revolt- -i;/ 
tionaries waited upon him to offer, if he provided sonie money, : 
five millions of francs I think, and some arms, to dethrone the v 
King if he took arms for France. Crispi was among them, 
or at least his representative. However, the matter., fell ; 
through, as the Italians remained quiescent. f r ’r : ;. ■ ; 

“ Presently Bismarck remarked to me, * There is one 
calamity which Providence has spared me, that of being 
Kang of Italy/ I told him that even that would be preferable , /. 
to being King of Greece, which he admitted. i/'-y, ; : 

“I recommended him to read Le Brun’s Memoirs, giving- an : ; V 
account of Le Brun’s negotiations with the Archduke Albert . 
before the war. As to that, he said he had heard, , or he 
believed, that the Russians had threatened to inarch 'three 
hundred thousand men into Austria, if she moved. ...And so ; 
heartily was the Emperor of Russia with the Germans that, | 
on receiving the telegram announcing the first German victory, y 
lie had shouted out with regard to the King — ‘ After all, he is . ■■ ■; 
a fine old fellow,’ and drinking his health had thrown, -the:- ’;; 
glass over his shoulder to break it against the wall. f*'/' 

“ 4 Well,’ said Prince Bismarck, ‘I am glad it .is all over. 

I should not like to have to do it again. I feel like the man 
who rode through the snow, always afraid of riding into the ,'V: : 
Lake of Constance, which was on his way, and when he ndet^: 
a man and asked him where it was, found that he had ridden 
across it without knowing it, in the snow, and was so struck i ; 
with horror at what he had done that he fell down dead. - 
But,’ said the Prince, ‘it was not so bad to deal witlythe- ; 
old King. He was not always easy, but he was at any rate 
. a gentleman, and one could trust him.’ , 

“ As to life, since the death of his wife he was weary of it. . 
He had nothing to five for. I said he had his children. 

‘ No, ’ .he said ; ‘ they are all happily settled ; they would shied 
a tear or two, and then it would be over.’ . 'Tt'K-buripus,^^^ 
the by, that, within a few weeks, I’ should have found b oth 
Bismarck and Gladstone weary oflife. , . ?v\. ; : 

“ All this time we had been seated in a sort of circle round y;. 
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the Prince. The conversation was entirely confined to him •£ 
and to me, unless Herbert interposed : to assist in a xemini- / 
scence. =■> At. Tnst thp.v t.nlr? him. that .it waft •half-nast ptavan ' • 


o’clock, which was his bedtime, and he took leave of us.:-. 
The evening had been a great treat, because he seldom speaks 
a word at night, hut buries himself in.his newspapers. > They ; 


sb that he should not get up to see me off.” 





■ appendix'; ir; : : ; v 

A JUBILEE HYMN ;A 

Kang of Kings and Lord of Lords, : ' . . : : • • 

Hear a kneeling nation’s prayers; 

For this happy day affords v . : " ' 

Gratitude for sixty years. : : - 

Hear our voice of thankfulness ' • 

Rising to Thy face unseen ; ; 

Bless our Sovereign Mother, bleSs 

Thy chosen Servant, bless otfr Queen. ; . 

Bless her children, bless her rate, . ; • ■ : : 

So may, when the time arrives, 

Those who never saw her face 
Bless her living in their lives. , 

Bless the memories of the dead ' V' ; 

That o’ershade her lonely throne ; , ■ f , 

Bless the tears that she has shed , : 

For sorrows other than her own. m ; ; ; ' A 

Bless her subjects, bless our land, f 

Church and Senate, home and mart; f V\': ' : - 
Bind her people hand to hand, . . .V:- ’ i 
Close and closer, heart to henrt. •. 

Bless her empire, where ’tis written , ./A 1 ;--. 

Land with sea for once agrees, : ■ 'y • '• 
Lands of Britain, seas of Britain* : . ; . • • ,.-A 
British lands athwart the seas. /■ A A- 


King of Kings and Lord of Lords, ; ; , 

Hush the angry nations’ rage* ; A 
Still the clamour, sheathe the swords, 
And the wrath of man assuage.' >j‘. 
Let the archangels of peace - . ' • 
Compass us with guardian wings, A. 
Unity and faith increase, • _ • -h\ . 
Lord of Lords and King of Kings. . .v; 

And when to the trumpet’s peah : : , r . , 
At Thy seat of judgment dread, :. : 
Sovereigns and subjects kneel, ... A •> 
Pale battalions of the dead, A 

Lord, have mercy, purge our taint, A- A; 

Sin and wrath, in love divine 1. 
Kingdoms here are shadows faint ; : : 

: May we reign with Thee in Thine. A 
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b Lord, our only help and.stay, 

.Through this life to that unseen, 
Suppliant we bring our thanlcs, 

" / - Lord, we Bless Thee for our Queen. 

; ; Cherish and prolong her years, 

• Guide her with Thy sovereign grace, 
. . Grant she may, when Thou Shalt call, 
:;-V, See Thy glory, face to face. . 



Frankincense let others bring, 

Wealth of spikenard, stores of myrrh 
Our oblation is a Life, 

Many a long and toilsome year. 
Fourscore years of light and cloud, 
Carked with care but pure of stain. 
Scarred with sorrow, bright with faith. 
Lord, we bring Victoria’s reign. 

Glories gild our Empire here, 

Spacious rule on earth and sea, 
Glories dim, and futile rule. 

If not consecrate to Thee. 

Rushlights in Thy shadeless sun. 
Transient our splendour vain. 

Power and wisdom only rest 
With the Lamb for mortals slain. 





Living streams of crystal pure, 

' From Thy throne, O Lord, proceed ; 

, Let them cleanse our life below, 

. - Sanctify each word and deed. 

, Cast we down our crowns of gold, 

: , Seek we crowns of thorns like thine ; 

• ; . Let us lose this world for Thee, 

{ > . Mortal glories for divine. 

Yet, O Lord, we fain would ask 
■ ’ . Blessings for one earthly crown ; 

t‘‘ v Grant that it may represent 
• t Living faith and pure renown. 

•- Bless the Queen and bless the realm * 

; : So may Queen and Kingdom own 

. Duty gives the crown on earth. 

Glory is with God alone. 
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Accumulator , 668 

Acland, Sir Arthur, h.t\, 502 ; on 
Rosebery’s resignation, 529 ; 
and the “Articles” Club, 
664 

Acorn Stakes, won by Rosebery with 
Levant, 351 

Acton, lord, 509, 636, on Rosebery’s 
acceptance of office (1892) 

' and Rosebery’s reply, 393, 

’ 394 

Acton Park, a talk at, 230 
Adam, W.P„ ei,p„ 128, 140 


Address, .the '■.-4,' V -V*. ' - ■ > 

1868, Rosebery unable to second 
41 " V..V/ 

1871, Seconds Address, 66-7 ’ ' . ' v ‘ 

1894, Rosebery’s Home Rule, and 

“ predominant r: . partner 1 ’- 
speech on, 444-5 j-tho 
Queen on, 451 . . V 

1895, Rosebery’s , “good-tem- 
pered” speech on, 614 “ 

1896, Debate on, on the ■Reform'd- 1 

the House of Lords, speeches , 
by Salisbury and by Rose- 
bery, 498-9 ■ .M;-;. 

Adelaide, S. Australia, 1 visited;" 
179-80, Rosebery’s farewell' 
speech at, 185-6 . 

Aden, a disconsolate official at, 284/ 
Rosebery’s comment •on/ 

• 192-3 . ■ ; 

Adriatio Coast, Rosebery’s cruise 
along, 635 „ ? 

Adventurer, 351 f v.' , 

Advocates’ Library, Edinburgh, the;' 

645 ■■ ^ 

Aighan Frontier Question/ 239, 553,'“ 
the Penjdeh affair. Rose-;.' 
bery’s despatch on, 235-6 ; 
Rosebery’s question on, 301 
Afghan War, the, 358 ■ ; 

AflaJo, M., book by, on Morocco, 
Rosebery’s comment on, 

681 - V'> 

Africa, German expansion 'in, 234/ 
and the cession; of Heligo- , 
land, 345, 359-60 : 

European partition of, 427 > 

African colonisation, conflicting views- 
on, 446 ' . 

Agar-Robartes, Hon, Thomas, 633 
Agra, visited, 286 . ’ V 'A 

Agricola, the, 497 . ' ' ' - i , ' , 

Agricultural labour and Unions,, 
Rosebery’s speeoh on, 65 / : 
Agricultural politics, Rosebery on, ' 
246-6 ' V 
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' V r Aimcdata6, TisItod,'285 :; ;v %'<.’• 
Mesbuty. Maria, -Marchioness • of 
; , (“Lady A”), 49 

/Alisa Craig, 511 
// Ajaccio, Rosebery on, .635 
Aldibar’s tomb, 287 
Alabama affair, the, debates on, 
.v . Rosebery’s speeches on, 56, 
: 88, 89-00 

; Albany, West Australia, 188 
.. . Albert Hrill, Liberal gathering at, 
„■ >;■ Rosebery’s speech at, 510 

/ •. Albuquerque, 291 
Alderney cows, 506 <fc n, 

// Aldershot, 231, 306 
; v Aldrioh, Dr., Doan of Christ Church, 
350 

: Aldrich [The Teacher), dream con- 

. coming, 350-1 

/Alexander, — , 19 

/Alexander I, Emporor of Russia, 
: ,/ /• and the Queen’s names, 

y; : " yyf. : - 465 

' - Alexander HI, Emperor, 40 di 

r'209,, 272 ; funeral of, the 
.y-;',; . 'Drinco of Wales at, 473, 
.Rosebery’s letter to him 
; on this ocoasion, 473-4 
;} /Alexandra, Queen {see also Wales, 
/v/ 5 /./ .Princess of), friendship of 
' for Itosehciy, and visit of, 
VV.'V //;'// to Mont-more, 640-1, 654 
Alexandria, bombardment of, 161, 
%yr- J 214,553 
■. 'Alfred .- thb - Great, millenary of, 
/-V-.//, ."'/-Rosebery’s speech at, 612 
. ; Algiers, visited, 636 
/Alice in Wonderland (Dodgson), 43 
AJtogtoh,,;lst- I/ord,.and the Turf, 
//;. .'49, <fc n, 

Allahabad, 290 
Allard, W., 575 • , 

. Allen, of ,tho Pioneer , 290 
/ Allenby, Field-Marshal Viscount, 650 
/ Allotments, Rosebery on, 246 
Aithorp,Lord (cee also Spencer, Earl), 

•:/v-.-A 402 y/y . .* . 

/ Althqtp, visit to, '375 
? Air a, Duke of, a likeness to, 381 
. Alvanlcy, Lord, 355 
: A rmio, Derby, winner, C 16 /• 

• 'Amber; visited, 2S6 ■ ■ 

growth of, Sutler on, 


, ’ l ’.v’ ' 76; Rosebery’s money/ 
/•• loss in, -386; •.Rosebery’s 
. visits to,- friends hin., and. • 
notes on, M sqq., r t9 ggq.,: ' 
126, 143, .175, sea; - also , 
U.SA. ■ 

American Civil War, 23, 73-4 
American claims for damage done by « 
the Alabama, debate on, 
88sgq„ ; / 

American heiresses and beauties, 114 
American Revolutionary War, 76 
American Senate, the, Rosebery on, 
198 

j American Travellers (European), 
diiomma of, Ro3obery on, 

77 

{ Amsterdam, visits to, 207, 557 ' 

Anoaster, Earl of, 616 
Andorra, match-winner, 350 
Anglo-Congoleso Agreement, the, of 
1894, 447, Rosebery on, 
448-9 

Anglo-French Agreement of 1904, 
Rosebery’s comment on, . 
580 sqq.; basis of his 
attitude, 582 

Anglo-French relations in 1886, 263, 
in the ’90s, 505 

Anglo-German Agreement, the, 1890, 
Rosebery’s question and 
speech on, 359-60 

Anglo-German relations in the ’80s, 
234,239 

Anglo-Turldsh Convention, the, 301 
Angora, 427 

Angra Pequena and Walfisoh Bay, „ 
exchange of for Heligoland, 
suggested by Chamberlain, 

345 

Annaly, Lady, 633 

Annaly, Lord (Luke White), 633,: 

638, 655 ' ■■ " Z 

Annapolis, the Chatham statue at, 80 
Anno, Queen, 5, 6 

Annexation of the Dutch African V " 
republics, various views on, /• ■■ 
566 : •/:; 

“ Annih i l ation of the House of Lords,” -A ; 
phrase used by Rosebery 
in 1895, 610 - 

Anson, 1st Viscount, 9 ; 

Anti-Reform Liberals, the, 38-. . Z ’ .»• ' 
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■ , Arabi Pasha, rebellion of, 161 ; 

V.’- Rosebery’svisit to, -190-1 ' 
v Arabian Nights, Rosebery’s note in, 
V13 - .. .• . 

',f. Arcb, Joseph, .-u.p., Rosebery’s 
support of, 246 

Argyll, 8th Duke of, 142,687; and 
Armenia, 617 ; baited by 
Rosebery, 429 ; Disraeli on, 
32 ; indictment by, of bis 
former colleagues, Rose- 
bery’s speech in reply to, 
242 ; . irritation caused by 
to Rosebery, 510 ; oratory 
of, 91, 101, 127, 150 ; 
resignation of, 140 ; Rose- 
bery’s educational contro- 
versy with, 646 ; on for- 
getting party, 299-300 ; on 
the House of Lords, 323 
Armenia, Armenian atrocities, and 
Christians, 296, Rosebery’s 
attitude to, and speeches on, 

, - 427, 616-17, 626, 528 

Armistice, the, in Edinburgh, 652 
-Army Reform, 66 
Arnold, Matthew, 347-8 
Arran, Earl and Countess of, 633, 

• 639, 655 

Arran, visited, 511 
“Articles” Club, the, Rosebery’s 
membership of, 664-5 
Artisans’ Institute, the, in East 
London, 325 

.Ascot, Rosebery’s presence at, with 
the Prince of Wales, 227, 
241, 434, and successes at, 

- - , with Controversy, 351, with 

Touchet, 352, with lllu- 
minala, 434 

.. ' Ascot Gold Cup, Rosebery’s unful- 
- - . filled ambition of winning, 

; 670 

. Ash Wednesday closing of theatres, 

• . ' - Rosebery on, 97 

V . Ashbourne (Land Purchase) Act, the, 
-230 ■ , . ' 

■ - Ashridge,;a talk at, with H.R.H. the 

v . . .Prince of Wales (1887), 308 

-■ 1 Assouan) 211 , 

Assynt, 329 ; ‘ 

•Aston, ;Mr. and- Mrs.-, 617 
Aston Clinton, 347-8. 


Astor fortune/ the, 73,';'."’ • / ;/ 

Asquith; Rt. Hon. H. H. (later Earl 
v. of . Oxford and Asquith), 

- 347, 391,406,437,507,510, : . 
512, 513, 524, 573, 578, 688, : 

'654; and : the. “ Articles” 

• Club, 665 ; as .-Home Secre-, 
,tary .oh. Rosebery’s ,exposi-'i;; : 
tion of the Liberal creed, / 
446 ; marriage of, 473 ; Rose- ■ V- 
bery’s thanks to, 526; on . 
Home Rule, 574 ; Campbell-, - .;-, 
Bannerman on, 591 ; .ad- /:; 
dress by on Biography, 
Rosebery’s following speech-.' ■ 
on, 603-4; Premiership of, 
in 1908, 620, and 1910, 630, ./ 
speech by, on the Parlia- 
ment Bill, 630; a War 
speech "by, 648 . V,'-' 

Athena, 350 

Athens and the Acropolis in 1891,.. 

Rosebery at, 377 ;V$;$ \ • 
Auokland, N.Z., 176 • --."“"ks 

Aumale, the Due d’, 434 si, i 

Austen, “the divine” Jane, Rosa- , 
beryon, 487 , , „ - 

Austin, Alfred, and the Jameson • 
Raid, 630 ■ ■ : - : 

Australia, Rosebery’s journeys;; in, ;/y 
176 eqq. ; Rosebery’s money 
loss in (1892), .386 ; sop-' 
aratist feeling in, 183, 315 / :V 
Australian convict stations, 178 < 
Australian federation, Rosebery, on, '•/ 
181, 185, 315 • 

Australian feeling on New Caledonia' 
as Erench. convict station, 
Rosebery’s speeches oh, 268,. , 
301 - ■■ V. 

Austria, effect on, of Gladstone s 
speech in 1880, 342;,'" .' : 

Autobiography, Rosebery on/ 604/*>.- ; - .. 
Ayr, Auld Brig of, Rosebery’s plea. 

for, 606, 608' - ; y 

Ayrshire, 670 ■_ 

Bacon’s Essays* Rosebery’s, .ex- ,,;-, .j. 

cerpts from, 603.- . : : ■: 
Badajos, visited, 387 
Badsworth, beaten by Ladas; 349 - ; \ 
-Bagehot, Walter, , on . knowledge of v ; 
our neighbour/ 19 " ' 
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■ BiSeiirio isIaiiSs; yfeifedy 039.. ', ?•» 
Balfour, Earl :of, k.O:, 328,': 

■.:r.:yrc > ■■si7, \ .&iU: 534; Irish 
17:-. .'-8eorotaryship of,;317 ; 'and.. 
"C«V7 1''" : • - -Reform; of the' House 1 of 
:/^;v^ Eords,'627': ; • , ' 

/Balfour of Burleigh, Lord, 648; 

■' h(fr on. Rosebery's Homo Rule 
i • -speech (1893), 431 
, ;,Balfour, J, B. (later Lord Kinross), ’ 
Banquet •• to, Rosebery's 
epeoch at, 545 <fe ft., 546; 
vi.Ly.y/- ' .promotion of, 561 
.'' Balkan affairs during Rosebery’s 
■, Foreign Secretaryship, 261, 

' 275,277 
Ballarat, Visited, 177 
ll'Balliol Oollego, Oxford, 34, 35, 215 
'Balmoral, 214 ; Rosebery’s visits 
-V- to, 260, 434, 635 
: ' Baltimore, Napoleonic associations 
of, 80 

Bangour Asylum, opening of, by 
, Rosebery, 606 
. Bankokin 1893, 425 
Banlcs, Sir Joseph, 10 n. 
’^Bannockburn, battle of, 543 
- I Bantam battalions, Rosebery’s ploa 
- for, 648 
.y.Barcaldint, 669 

ijBarohester novels of Trollopo, 487 
;..' : :Baring; Sir Evelyn (1st Earl of 
,; V;r ' " Cromer), and Egypt, 238, 
b;--.. V'. . 274, 295, 415, 418, 419 

Bambouglo Castle, 3, 59, 148,196, 
.I ■’ - 545 n., 646 
Barnton, Coif Club House at, opened 
\ V . by Rosebery, 542-3 
. Barnum, Mr., and Rosebery, 82 
. v- Baronetcies, . Disraeli on, 32 
Barrany Rowland, 584 
Barry, Sir.Chaxles, 613 
^Barrymore,- Lord (Arthur Smith 
' .. ■ ..Barry), 34 <b n„ 472 n. 

• ; Barton; H.M. Consul at Geneva, 
;? ■ . ‘ '355-6 . 

Barton, Hon, E., dinner given by, 
",\i , Rosebery’s speech at, 

w, / 181 cqq. 

; Barton, Mrs. , 356 
V.' Bath, 4th Marquess of, 97, 106 
./■Bath, Rosebery at, 654 ; Pitt cele- 
vibrations at, Rosebery’s 


v'-V ; . -speocii at, i on tho ! ! South' ' 
: ;V African. War, 50A;b; : |J 

'Battenberg, ’ Prince Lonis of > (later ; 
Marquess .of~':;Milford 
. Haven), 206' ' : '/.LL 

Battenberg, Prince Alexander oiid 
Bulgaria, 257, 262, 266, 209, . 
275 fate oi, 270 > 

Battenberg,- Prince Henry.of, 266 
Battersea Town Hall, . .Rosebery’s : 

opening speech at, 432-3, 
Battlo Abbey, 13, 34, 233, 243, 381 . 
“ Battle Hymn of the Republio ’? 

(Julia Ward Howe), 67 <f> n. . 
Batoum, Russian acquisition of,’ and 
action after, 103, 100, 271 ; - 
Rosebery’s question on, 104 
Bavarian Alps, a tour in, 348 . 

Bayard, T. E., and Nicaragua, 451 r ' 
Bayiord, Rosebery’s first school, and 
acoidont at, 12 <b «„ 13; 177 
Beach, Rt. Hon. Sir Michael Hicks 
(later Earl St. Aldwyn), and . 
auto-Reform of the Lords, 
319 

Beaconsfield, the Earl of (Benjamin 
Disraeli), Rosebery’s con- 
versations with, at Raby 
and elsowbero, 27 sqq., 2d'. 
eqq.,47 ; ministry of (1874), 
95 sqq . ; and the ;titlo of. 
Empress of India, 98-9'; 
and Bulgarian ntrooitics, ' 
101, 124 ; and the Congress 
of Berlin, 103 ; at -Rose-, i 
bery’s wedding, 119 ; ad- 
juration of, to the Scottish . 
people, 142 ; and the Privy ' 
Seal, 195 ; the canard con; ' 
necting Mm with Lord 
Dufferin, 388-9 ; friends of . 
his old age, 551 ; on Lord 
Alington, 49 n. ; Life , of, 
Rosebery -asked to write, . 
636; ago of, when “dishing 
the Whigs,” 645 ; writings; , 
52, American views on, 76,: 
Rosebery on, 487 ; • on .bis 
indulgence in deep mourn- 
ing, 413-14 ; on Rosebery;’ 
in 1865, and Lord Hough- . 
ton, 29 n.j, and on-- Rose!, 
beay’s conversation, '83 - j; 


• ) 
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Beatrice, H.R.H. Princess, Princess 
Henry of Battenberg, 214, 
371 

Beauregard, General, 74 
Bedford, the three successive Dukes 
of, and Death Duties, 467 
Bedford, Duke of, 469 ; on Whig 
unpopularity, 479 

Belgium, Independence of, and the 
War, Rosebery on, 648 
Belhaven, Lord, 61 
Bellevue, near Goneva, lunch at, 356 
Bdlicent , win by, 351 
Belmont, Mr. and Mrs. Oliver, 175 
Benares, visited, 290 
Bend Or, 668, 669 
Benn, Sir John, 338, 384, 390, 647 
Bennett, James Gordon, 82 
Bentinok, Lord George, 48 ; Dis- 
raeli’s Life of, 497 
Berber, 211, 284 

Beresford, Admiral Lord, 12 <& n., 610 
Beresford, Lord William, v.o., 12 <fc n. 
Berkeley, 1st Earl of, and his soandal- 
ous daughter, 616 

Berkeley Square, No. 2, Rosebery’s 
bachelor abode, 114-15 ; 
No. 38, Rosebery’s later 
London abode, 308, 434-5, 
489, 509 et alibi ; birth 
at, of the liberal League, 
574 

Berlin, 233, 363 ; Royal Family at, 
and Morier, 270 ; visits to, 
of the Prince of Wales, 328, 
and of Rosebery, 239 
Besant, Sir Walter, 326, 533 
Bessborough, 5th Earl of, 86 
Betterment in Town Improvements, 
Select Committee on, Report 
of, Rosebery’s speech on, 
469 

Biarritz, 379 ; Gladstone at, 437 
Bigge, Sir Arthur (later Lord Stam- 
fordham), 501 <b n., 608 
Biography, Asquith’s address on, 
and Rosebery’s speech on, 
603-4 

Birmingham, 356 ; Rosebery’s speech 
at, on Home Rule, 399 
Birrell, Rt. Hon. Augustine, 665 
Bishop-Stortford, Rosebery's Free 
Trade speech at (1903), 578 


Bishopsgate and Prebendary Rogers, 

Bishopsgate Institute, Rosebery’s < 
speech at the Stone-lavins 
of, 432 

Bishopsgate Publio Library, Rose- 
bery’s opening speech at, 
on the memory of Pre- 
bendary Rogera, 645 
Bismarck, Count Herbert, Rose- 
bery’s friendship with, and 
letter, and visits exchanged 
with, 239, 240, 243, 261, 
361 sqq., 368, 378, 547 
sqq., 635; Queen Victoria 
on, 257 ; the Empress 
Frederick on, 344 ; marri- 
age of, 647, and birth of' a 
daughter to, 548; on an 
exchange in Africa for 
Heligoland, 345 ; on Rose- 
bery’s Life of Pitt, 477-8 
Bismaxckfamhy,Rosebery’BTolationB 
with, 328 

Bismarck, Prince, 143, 233, 234, 241, 
262, 263, 271, 308, 343; 
Foreign Office complaints 
to, 239 ; Rosebery’s inter- 
views with, 239, 240 ; and 
Crown Prince, 241 ; Queen 
Victoria on, 257 ; and Zan- 
zibar, 277 ; dismissal of 
(1890), 361 sqq., Rosebery’s 
visit to, at Varzin, 363-4, 
and see Appendix I 
Bismarck, Princess, 243 ; death of, 
548 

“ Black Sheep ” peers, expulsion of, 
322, 323, 345 

Black Spur, the, 179 , ' 

Blackwall Tunnel, the, Rosebery in 
debate on, 337 r 

Blackwell, George, trainer, 670 
Blades, Sir R. (later Lord EbbiBbam), 
617 dsn. 

Blaine, Speaker, and the “ 45,” 76 

Blair Athol, 350, 352 

Blanc, Edmond, 670 

Blanc, Mont, 356 

Bleiclrroder, Baron, 240 

Blenheim Palace, a visit to, 39 , 

Bluober, Prince, 57 n. 

Blue Posts, the, a dinner at, 347 
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. 77 Blum Pasha,; 293 .<£* nJ, 294 i y -'3‘. : 1 -f 
;^’'yj;'Bosrd'o{.!Ratmg, : th6,'84-: 7 r"j ' 

'*>; 'Board, of :-Worlcs, offer of, to'.Rbsd- 
•; • J.7 : h'ery, : and : his attitude’ lb, 
"7 .-*/•: ; 1 >211 sgg^i later -work at, as 

H|7-' Commissioner, ; 231 £ his 
; -’’l- ■ , x ' comments thereon , 340 
=7 ‘/Bodmin, Rosebery’s speech at, on 
'7>/;:7. . ,/..thp Anglo-French Agree- 
' "■ ' ment, -■ 581-2 ; on Home 

-Rule, 692, 693, 696 
• ‘ Boers, the, various views of, 665, 667, 

; 668^-9, 570 

i / ; / Bolinghroico', Lord, 23, 72 
../'/'//Bolton, .Rosebery’s speech at, on 
77-0-7' : - .coercionandHomeRule, 326 
’/ Bomba; King,” see Ferdinand II of 

//V ; -'■•/ >’■' v* Naples 
//■■l-, Bombay,. visits to, 284-5, 291-2 
•w ; Ronivvehturo, Rosehory’s description 
r'vr‘7 Y,', of; 79 ' 

; Bonavisia, successes of, 668 
■ /-. Bo’ness Liberal Olub, Rosebery’s 
-v"Vv 'V : 1 :.. opening speech at, on 
V, .7/ Liberal Unity, 247, 260 
■ r j? Bonnet versus Crown, 204-5 
jBonriie . 'Agnes, 351, 353 
'Bonnie Jean, successes of, 353, 669, 
v// . 7 670 

• //Bdote;. private ownership of, joys of 
: V' / ././/..Rosohory on, 646 
././/Bordeaux, 2 ' 

Borgia, Ojesar, Raphael’s portrait of, 

’■/ //'/: ' *64 ' • • 

. Borough Road Polytechnic, opening 
‘ / ; ’V of, , Rosebery’s last civic 
V .v : duty, 1892, 410-11 
Y; ,Borrod&ffb, ; “, 285 
Boston, 71 /- 
/./Botha, General,- 572 , 

;• '.Boulanger, General, 317 
';•/ /Bourbaki, General, 380 
C Rowen, Edward, 16 <£.- n. 

/Bowes,: /John, quadruple Derby 
' H • 'winner, 6-4 
r ‘ /; Bowood,' a visit to, 654 
, Boyd, Dr. A. 1C H., 543 <6 n, 

/ ; Boyle, Sir 0., 472 n. 

■///.Brabburne, Lord, 202 ' 
t*>; Braddock, General, defeat of, 175 
Bradford, Ida,' Dowager CounteBS of, 

O'/Y'O 12 «, • ' *- ' - ' 

^'jBradfordi'SeHha, Countess of; 49, 83, 


:• 7 7 / 77 551 ; Disraeli’s /letter to, ; 

. . v ’ : on his' mourning', '41 3/14 / 
•Bradford, 4th Earl of, 12; & », v '■}/; y. . 
Bradford; Rosebery’s speech at, 'On/ 

: • the House of Lords; 4G6,the7 

Queen on, 460-1, 464, and ;/ 
Rosebery's reply, '461 sqq. / ;; 
Bradford -on-Avoa visited; 654/ , // . / 
Brahmo-Somaj, 291 ‘ • 7.77:/:' ' 

Brassey, 1st Earl, 390, CCS ; -and . 

Imperial Federation, 311 
Brassey, Hon. T. A. (later 2nd Earl), ' - 
390 • ' ' . 7/7 > 

Breadalhano, Marquess and Mar- 
chionoss of, 634 <b n, 

Brett, Hon. Reginald, later 2nd / 
Viscount Esher, 40 n., 114, 
215, 299, 373, 396; 652 ; . 
on Rosebery at Eton,- 19 
Rosebery’s letter to, on his ' ; 
political duty, 588-9; see 
also Esher Committee - ■- 
Bright, Rt. Hon. John, 71, 133; 161, . 
169, 219, 641 ; on the Com- 
mons’ right of passer outre, 

320 ; oratory of, 250, 662 ' . 
Brighton, Rosebery’s second school 
at, 13 

Brindisi, a contrast Seen at, 376 
British and Foreign Anti-Slavery 
Society, the, deputation of, 7 
on tho Uganda Railway, and \% 
Rosebery’s reply, 405-6 ' 
British and German Courts, friction , • 
between (1889), 344-5 J 7 

British East Africa Company, terri- 
tory of, placed under a *• 
Protectorate, 504 y 

British Empire, the, and the Colonies, 7 
Rosebery on, 182-3,184; Y 
the growth of, Rosebery oii, / • 
309-10; Rosebery’s dcfiri-Y 
ition of, 186 •„ '7 

British Museum, tho, Rosebery X' - 7- 
Trustee of, 174 ; land pur- 7 
chase by, Bill for; piloted : 
by Rosebery, 469 ■ ■ ^ . 

Broad-churchmen, the, 326 7 

Broodhurst, Henry, Mj?., 208, : 212 7 
Brocket, 11 .. - ... 

Brockwell Park,- openihg;of," Rose- 
bery’s speech atj .on opeii : 

spaces, 410 - ; / - ,7 . &>';,{ : i . 
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.. ') Brodnck,St, John, . later Earl of' ; ' ■ j -U > i '• Vv'J-v '• 

r . - ■?■:■ ' Midloton, 318'-’ V a ^nd : Prince Alexander ' : of 

Bronte, Charlotte, novels of,: Rosel ■ ’’A ■ ■ - SfiS“f| 257 > 261 - ; 252 ( 
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. . ;^w UV1Aj UiO,_ , ,* / , 

* Bronte, Charlotte; novels of, Rose. 

■ ' ■ bery on, 487- 'W-,.:,: - 

Brotherhood- of Man,' Rosebery on, 

Brougham, Lord, 30, 655 j. \~ 
Brown, Horatio, as cicerone at 
Venice, 638 

Browne, Major-General Sir James' 
k.o.sjc., 289 

Browning, Elizabeth Barrett, 347 
Browning, Oscar, 327 
Browning, Robert, Rosebery on 
347 * * 

Browning Society, the, 347 


■o , . 2G6 i and Servia, 263 ■ 

Bulgarian atrocities, Giadstohe’s 
nunciation of, 100 Ifn io.i 
B uller, Charles, 559 ’• . ’ ¥f ' : 

Bull-fights,: and bulls for, PoseberV v 
. . on, 379-8.0, 387-8 
Bulow, Prince, 12; 550 n '■< I'Af'} i-> : 
Bulow, Princess; 12 ..Vt: 

Burhon Island; Rosebery on, 

Burke, Edmund, Bristol statue* of -0 
■ Bosebery’s speech at un' v : 
veiling, ; 471-2 oratory of;’":£J.' 

72 -/ ’ r* ,y') ”yj' t 

Burke, Thomas, murder of, 152 .' 


Broxburn, Rosebery’s War speeoh twJS tvT 8 ’ murder.of, 15 2 . . 1 :: ,;: 

at, 648 P Buraet > Bishop, on; Sir , Archibald 

Bruce, Colonel. 290 -o ,, Pn m r o so, 2 , 3-4 ; -. ; ' : 

Bruges, 363 ’ Burnett bequest, the, 141..' ^ 

Brussels, Rosebery at 240 381 Burnley, Rosebery’s ' Eree ; Trade: 

b™, 

Ssss ! t 

Notary's iife of Pitt, 479, Bnsliwliaokmgfw? 2 V; « ) S' f g 
Bucarest, 270 Bute » 3r ' J 0 ^ UeS ^ ° f ’ && - 

•fJMrn— Bnthr, Dr. *4*®# 

1uM D ite ol ’ m ' deati W 

Buccleuch, 6th Duke of (Lord Dal- 
keith), 125, 133, 196, 632, 
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Buchan, John, 481, 656; on Rose- 
bery as orator, 662 
Buckingham Palace, 344, 502 
Buck-jumping, 179 
Buckle, George Earle, and Rosebery’s 
acceptance of the Eoreian 
Office, 404 

Bucks Yeomanry, the, Neil Prim- 
„ - ' . rose’s service in, 650 
Budget of 1909-10, Rosebery’s letter 
on, to the ' Press, and 
Glasgow speech on, .621, 

. i.t ' his second reading -.speeoh 
' ' on, 624, Curzon’s dissection 

Building C2 ^ 5 ■' : . * Oamonn,XurorSory:I- 72 

Bunding Societies, pioneer, Rosebery Cambon, Jules, on Herbert Bismarck, 

■ ; on » ; 361 55o«, : ;.;V: -v'V. ' 


bery on, .482 • on’-.Lord 
Holland’s lameness, :-7 6 ■ 

Cabinet colleagues of Rosebery 'at' !; 

his wife’s funeral, ; 369..; 
Cabinet Councils, -notes exchanged;/, 
at, 221, 225 .f 

Ocesar, H.M.S., a cruise ih/filO )y ',’4 
Cairns, Earl, 00, 202. . . ;>■ -J ■'/. 

Cairo, the Special Mission 'to (18SG),' >; 
272 sqq . ; visited by Rose-' 

, - bery, 293 ’ % : X /: : y ’■ 

Calcraft, Henry, . 211, 282, 283. 

death of, 532 /■ - J 

Calcutta, visit .to, : 290s$gXX 
Caledonian . Railway r Servants/ .mXr 
excursion of,’ 'Rosebery's;: - 
■ Presidency of, 562 .V---' 'v~p. f , :■ < 

I -T ■ nttn+nwir'/ it’ *70 *.V 




'r.C^^Hdgo^;it f Bi^.;!£lio>i>doliiess , 'o{; 
Z'«0 i-’V’- death of; 348 «'-’, 

,- Cainbridgo, : : Field-Mdrshal ■ H.R-iH; 
::h;-;a%V:ftho'.Dukeof, 232,'345,;515; 

?<• atRosebery!s wedding, 119; 
{ - v.^'.^v ancestral 'homo of, a ''-visit 
& n, ; retirement 
■'*£'; yV- ; : of, 503 - 

r ^V;Cafahriagc,‘ : 'M f - '148; Rosebery's 
'til'; ■ .LL.D, degree at, 327 
Cambridgeshire, the (1869), 349; 
: .r^i 'vs-won- by * Rosebery (1879) 
iV'V* 1 / * r V ^thXa McrveiTle, 352 
Cameron Of Xochiel, 160 
'Cambrddns, the) 234 
Campbell; T., 73 

; ‘-;'Pam)pbelI-Banherman, Rt. Hon. Sir 
: v v -; ; V ;-' 1 ' Henry, jr.r., 130, 210, 374, 
V+Vv'i? B12 ~ 13 > 844, 685, 587, 

■ - I 888 ; character of, 404 ; Im- 

‘ ;,rV^" ■{ ' perialism of, 531 ; Morloy's 
/' s .'. talk'with, on the Leadership 
;'}% );•' of the Commons, 501 ; rela- 
i tions of, -With. Rosebery, 
A"' , ' 1-601, 520 n., 572 sqq., and 

="-'f v*?"'- '.on Rosebery’s resignation 
VC ; V in 1896, 529-30; and 
C . Edward VH, 583 ; as Leader 
> ,°f the Opposition in the 

Commons, 667, 558 ; • and 
i/-'V annexation after the South 

))? t African' War, 566 ; famous 
\) vAAV ^speech of, on “Methods of 
^barbarism ” during the 
■.;} '/f r-'>>;'iSbuth African War, 569, 

> Spender’s Life of, re- 
."/./ferred to, 670; Stirling 
; ;fv speech of, on Homo Rule, 
,7J'- ';.c 592, 593; Premiership of, 
A894; grauted the Freedom 
df. Edinburgh, Rosebery’s 
'apeeoh.dn, 620; death of, 

; y . (1908); jB20 
Campbell-Bannerman, Lady, 583 
; Camp, erdown; 3rd Earl of, 84 
Camporoale, Princess Maria (Prin- 
‘.V ;; ; ; cess von Biilow) , 12 
; Canada, 81, .82 ; -American inclusion 
of - Rntler 'on, 75; and 
?•%' - , ‘A;:- Imperial V Federation, - 309, ’ 

. '^310, ,311 ; long speeches in, 


,.f. Rosebery on, 66-7 ; Rose- 
Av>ery',pn 'the, retention of, 


.■.vy i :)'.‘r--231;>Uhioh)df,^th J feorica 
) Ly ';\'.tirgedby,GoldwinShnth,'3i5 
, Canada , and the Canadian} Question 
r- . ( Gold win Smith ) ,.3 1 5' / J - 
- Canadian troops, tho offer of, and the 
' ’<■ reply, 222- 
Cannes, 634 

Canning, Rt. Hon) George; 141; ora- 
tory of, 72, 170, 346,347,458 
Cannon, Joseph Q.) 70-1 
Canterbury, Arohbishop of (Benson), 
and , the Franchise - Bill, 
203 »ts n. 

Canterbury, Archbishop . of . (Dr. 

Davidson^ see Davidson") 
Canterbury, Arohbishop of (Temple), ■ 
and the Armenian Christ- 
ians, 427 , 

Canterbury, Archbishopric of, ,165, 
a nominee for, the Queen 
on, 600 \ ; 

Cape Matapan, 376 -'A ■ 

Cape Wrath, 511 

Capo to Cairo railway, Rhodes!. 

scheme for, 614 . - • : 

Cape], Monsignor, 62 
Capitulations, the, in Egypt, 272 . 
Capri visited, 37 . )-\, 

Cardigan, Countess of, and the Turf, ' 
50 <5 n, j • 

Carey, James, the informer, 413 J 
Carlingford, Lord, 141, 200, 211 .•;) 
Carlyle’s Letters (Norton),- 284 ' - 
Carmichael, Sir Thomas, and Lady, . 
634 & n. ■ 

Carnarvon, 4th Earl of, 38,, 100, 106 A 
108,229, 230, 302; and Irish 
Home Rule, 253-4 ; on 
“ Black Sheep ’’ Peers, '345, )■ 
Bill of, for Discoritinudnco', 
of Writs (fo “ Black Sheep'.” 
Peers) (1889), 346 

Carnegie, Andrew, 175, 347 A n. ; ; ) 
library endowment by ,Rose- 
bery on, 645 
Carnot, President, a Bonaparfisib'V 
cochcr on, 380 ■ V. (--.IV'.v'' 
Carrington estate, 5 -■ 

Carrington, Lord - (Sir Archibald 
- Primrose), ' 2 7- ->1 -.S-y vT !'■' \ 
Carrington, Lord (after wards. Mar- 
quess of Lincolnshire), 120, 
218, 664 vA 
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'-.Casanova Memoirs of, Rosebery on> 

; ■ . - -377 -, : - 

Chaws;?-?/, dam of Paradox, 352 V, 
Gastelar, Sefior, a breakfast with; 516 
•Castle Combe visited, 684.;' -F 
Castle Douglas, Rosebery’s speech at;' 

- soo ' . 

Castle Rackrent (Edgeworth), 393 r .! 
Oastle Rising, a stroll at, with King' 
Edward, 640 . - . 

Catania , Rosebery’s cruise on, 1900, 
663 

Catholic Emancipation- Act, the, 
206 n. 

Cauldron, 352 

Cave of Adullam Liberals, the, 38 
Cavendish, Lady Frederick, 164 
Cavendish, Lord Frederick, 151, 
195 ; murder of, 152 
Cavour, Count, 600 
Gawnpore visited, 290 
Cecil, Lord Robert, later 3rd Mar- 
quess of Salisbury (q.v.), 
31 6a n. 

Cenci, Beatrice, portrait of, 54 
Central Asian difficulty, the, 235-6, 237 
Central Board for Ireland proposed by 
, Chamberlain, 224, 225, 228 
Cesarewitch, the (1869), 349, (1884), 
353 

Ceylon visited, 189 sqq. 

Chamberlain, Rt. Hon. Joseph, 122, 
133, 138-9, 168, 172, 195, 
213, 227, 230, 252, 254, 
281,297, 298, 304, 318, 390, 
396, 588 ; and Irish affairs, 
151, 225-6, resignation of, 
279, scheme of, for an Irish 
Control Board, 223, 224, 
226, 340 ; relations of, with ■ 
Rosebery, in 1886, 256 ; 
and the Round Table Con- 
ference, 281 ; Germano- 
philism of, 345; and 
Carnegie, 347 ; oratory of, 

. - Rosebery on, 390 ; and the 
House of Lords, 455; 

, 1 “new diplomacy” of, 
Rosebery on, 518 ; Pro- 
tection 1 policy of, '676 sqq . , 

: \ passim (by implication),;, 
and the South African ;Wor, 

‘ : 560, 665, 584; on Rose- 


bery’s “ predominant; part'* t 
-ner” speech, 445 ;. 

„ . ; , ..Washington, 'IJ.SiA,;'"408^ -0’fi 

Chambers, Dr. Robert; 6, IS / - 

■ Chamb6ry,'72. :-f -\,y 

Champagne Stakes, wonby Rosebery, v 

-with Kerjnme (188i)i.353 ; ■ } • .- 
. ' with Ladds (1893),. •688]V,;7v\ 
Champion, Stakes , -won ’"twice 

Rosebery with ..Ttfasvm&i 
' . 669 ; V' 

Chandernagore, 291;;.' 

Channel cruise of Rosebery,' 1895/S06 % 
Channel Tanriel, 'Rosebery hbstfie~tb';-$:' 

374, 375: \ -yLy ' ; /fit -,'vJ.v 
Chaplin, Viscount, '49,;.363 ; . and;|:% 

• ' • Ladds, 350 .-'.'y-Xi. 

Chappa Rift tunnel, the, 289 v. 
Oharlemont, Earl of, 359 o’ ... "i if rfy % 
Charles I,;. 2,. 460; ..execution-,, bf^^i; 

Rosebery on, -560 
Charles II, 2, 3^ 'if 
Charles Edward, Prince, at : Eriskay, >/'•; 

513 V. ; j ' / ■> V 

Charles St., Berkeley ;Sq.,-,bifthplace ■ ,??.) 

- of Rosebery, lb • '■ 1-. , r --3 
Charterhouse 'speeoh of Rbsebofy-jn : 

1911 on Thackeray, 481 $<45 
Charteris family, 

Oharteris, Hon, Evan, 633, 635, 636,665. jTf; 
Chatham, Earl (of, : 22; ’23, .257, 697,y-%}~ 
600 ; v- American statue ;'of,: ! t;.| 
80,;’ memorial;. tabl^-(toy.Vr., ; f 
nn.vei]ed by Rosobery, 562 yy. 
Chatham, Sis Early Life and.. Con-; •'.,3v 
jiedions, hy^RoseboEy/Oi®) 
Chatham , 1 Rosebery’s speech .'tit; • on ' 'ig, 
the : South ' African .' War . 

CJidaiidry , Rosebery’s successes Mithy;^ , 

• -669 ; winners produced, by, j , ;; '/•; 

. -670' fKw L. \f\f 

Chelys, Rosebery’s, win :mth,'.670;r.-:-(.-'^:;- 
Cheney," Edward, 148 : 

Chester. Cup, won by'Rosebe^^thy',;;;-^. 

■ V iKihshy ;■ 353 ; .with ’ 

7i.omme,;353.; ; vu-v 
Chesterfield,, Countess of, 49, 

Chesterfield, Earl of ; 9 y-'yC/b'i- 'iifi 
Chesterfield, Rosebery’s ; sp^cqv'-y;.'.: 
y\"'l at, on the Boer.-r.-Wav.vjtp; 

:• (1900),571,ropercussiomof,y’; ;\ : y 

•• - 572;sj2., 



biimple ' of Aaglo-IVenok 

^rTA^iaiaro/.Ktoseb^ on' 660 Agreement, 581; JRose- 

Sllpfe 

^jld^^bhuretySSf’ vyner ^ B °°S’ 3 ?? Sebery ’ S ex Pl?ration-- 

Hi3ssss^L ne , givcn g* ™r£^ 6 ’ 3 ?° , v ? ^ 

WM^Fk-teni' t-o -thorn, 472 * n ^ k boforo \ 3 , 51 J ™n by. 

Street. Edse- ' ^f e , beiy mth Aldrich; 


mmmmo^T 6 ° f ’ Clfl] ^oC562,^ 

See on- in C,aoto “> <Wy of, a pioneer 
'■■:■ ’ ‘ m oibuMmg societies, 301-, -, ' 

SSf^tSw * :SirifeoBert>ii2, 148 arence HJLH-. the Duke of, death; 

(bon, g^.M»AoJA»kl,„a; M .kS 170 : 

f ^oSM, Natural Ufi/ 
^^^thSSt?'“ 6h ^T d Clawaon-, Elder, 70 ‘ ' . ; >V'< 

ag?ill;o#S? a S; **"*&■< 


mother {Lady DuLmeuy), 
10 *??., 21, 25, 34, -3S, 
46, 86, 260 ; and Eosebery’s 
Union ” speech) 62 -: on 
Eosobery 5 a Xife of Pin, 477,' 
481; doath.of, Oil ; travels 

nf «7» • * r ‘ . .* •> 


!?BSS'|®WslaSeb°5.i°fcS : Wft4 w. Eoiobsry, .ootii 
-:>5 W/f 0 / . brother at. hnM'.W..^ 


•^V>Tdi!?'*p.eee^;44S^it t,VvrV-'-v . \ blowing, style ;of 

/V ' : - '• ' •; feS 0 ^Mers, 39 ;. on' 
’ V ' : .. the Franco-Prossian War/ 


. of- the House of Lords; 6243 
'.-I'Vv - -; ■' ' on . Molboiuno' 'cityj--«i77 ;:' 
4 messages --ib ..to; .insr-step- 

- • b'fatheiy 381 ; after tho'fnn. 

, ' ..." ' oral of Jiia stepfather, ,'382'; : 

- -on KwXdfe’of 481; ' 
-• . ' ; on' having no pted-cl-icrre. in 
. . town, 489 ; on -Homburg, 

• V 547 • v • ■, /. 

. Geveland, 2ndDukoof, ll 
Cleveland, 3rd Duke of, .11, 25 sqq., 

• , 14.8; character of, and death 
' ’■ . of, 381-2 

Cleveland, President, and the Vene- 
’ Kuela affair, 519 
Clifford, Bishop, 52 
Gonourry, Lord, 359 
,- Coni Conference of 1893, Rosebery’s 
chairmanship of, 433 
“ Coal Hole,” the, 336 
Coal and Wine dues, lost to the 
L.O.O., 336 

. Oobdon, Riohard, 237, 541 
Coburg, visited, 348 
Cockfight, a, witnessed by Rosebery, 
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Oockpen, 619 

Cohen, Juliana, sec Rothschild, 
Baroness Meyer de, 1 16 
Colobrooke, Sir Edward (afterwards 
laird) and Lad}', 634 c 6 n. 
Coliseum at Romo, Rosebery on, 
610 

College of Justice in Scotland, 4-5 
Golfings, Jesse, M.P., 390 ; and the 
. . defeat of the Liberal Gov- 
. ernment, 258 

, Colombo, Rosebery on, 189 sqq. 
Colonial Bluffs, 175 
Colonial Confederation League, the, 

'-■y.Y. 2i5 

Colonial Conferences of 1887, 301, 
;.y k . : 309, and of 1897, 540 : that 
' : of 1905, Rosebery’s speech 

V . ; : ^ on, 597 . ' 

* Colonial Conference on closer union 

' -' suggested . by ■ Rosebery, 

. '--'V ' 312 sqq. .. ;■ 

'.Colonial Empire', the, Rosebery on, 

-•t:'"' ••• ; 108 V., -- ■ 
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‘ . ■•','strohgth'j '^Kc;.dti^tion- {of 

; '.*'1. j ' 666-7 

Committee of TmoeHai-Baf Arinin 


Compensation .• f or Disturbafidb ? Bifev# 
•• ■ 150 ^ 

Compromise; 405, .408 ; 

Concert, the, of Eufbpe^Cladsifeho’s^V’ 


attitude' to;. o53);'554tt,i;C i ;i 
Rosebery, ’s Support bf ,■ 443; $kJ 


205, 447,.;-505-6,‘; : SllM&h 
553, 554 




. ment 'bndcelatioiw.'htlt^et&v^ ;( 
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these. bodi<&,t’629,B42'; 
Confessions (Rousseau), ,72 ; ; 

Congress of Berlin,'' thcg.403» u l^';S,^ 

Congreve’s 



War,' 74'p"Rbseb'ery avers^M;^ 
••from, ■ 60S; 

Conservative party, tho£ Dis^ae]i:,on,y;<^ i! -- 



Conspiracy .'.to. V 

’■ so :■ 

Constable, Harry, jookey ? }Rpsebc3y 

' care for^;668vk;:^g^’"j&f;J€?5t 


101'; iioiBeb0Cy^1^-563 ; i 
Constitution, the . Queen bn 
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'^■/r^"//^/'''?';.- 5 - f ’ : - ,- r. ’ Crowe, Marchioness ^of: Vce'Pi'tmrnqW' : 
^Co^orftfa^ .pongross rat' Glasgow. . -Lady Margaret ' • -' " ' 

v,'.;.(lS?0} ? :?‘; I ;Bo^bery’8 - -• in- > Orowe-Read, Colonel. 863 ‘ ; : . ‘ 
//U£'^-'=<£. .^Jgoral address, 3C0-1 • • . Crimean War, 4be, 169 . "' 1 .- 

ssaawssfc-;-'... - 

2-3-4,225,229; Chamber- 1 ',/ 
_ _ lain s counter -proposal, 224 .: '. 

(imivi T A ... ■» _ •* i. 


. . S - iT V*A,-> - ' 

i ■!;.•• £fopyiats/;;l51' v> >yg - t : ;• 

/// Corbett.-M ohn'/. 66'$; »;••' - ■ -. 


:g“^*K*- B ? v„,. y , S3 Oriminal 
H^-^f? 1 ^r'Y°^»? ; ' < ^vornn)ont defeat 168 4 - cfc ',: r 

%P& ; : !5*fei!£ ?SjL Rosober y ,fl Criminal Law Amendment (Ireland) : ' 

- 301 1, ' Eoseber y’ s speech; on,^ 

§SiSp@ . \- ; ■ ■ , &0 ”« r rw ad Of, ««« Baring, SSi 

|SS06?^f'r 3 " Cromwell, Oliver.OOO; policy of, 625 ;// 

Cdmfeh/F, Warrc, 17 and Ins racers, 471 ; Statue : 

*. E rF^f i ^ 

;irG6rreggio, 63-v.;V--; V.r ■ . ' - ^ » Rl ® bOTd * ^: p *» ^ter Viscount;// 

^Otfesp^e^mdstone on, 243 Ws toStooMor ■ ' 

l^SSf 0 ^"-^ 27 g»^sKi^ oU06 - 7 ;. : Sr 

|^^gAW^6uccesses6f,668 - r °™’ on, §25^ °*’ 

?®l^S’l? e | 0klSOn ’ WiUiam Cruifelia ^ shorthorn blood ih ^Bhv' 

WM ot, ouba visiS sT 7 hcrd ’ 643 ' 

^hnhdyeut^S ■•635 Cullen, Cardinal, .64 

^^ide;Fer!ScSd in the. 1874 ’ JJi , Pfnnrose '. .^ctibn ■ 


* • :** . •„• , . — ■ w t uvwuu 

ij// 1 /'.’ ."//Derby, -351 -- /- 


in the 1874 


fj .. ,v ? '•V'v, — .»* - ,v ^ aui V Ul, UU J.VOSG- 

^: 5 :VfT^ /b^y,ri895, S20.h, : / 
Courtney, W„ 636 , : . .-/.- ■ . 
; Coyentiy : Stakes,' won ; by /Rosebery 

with 

» ^Sf Avith a cero. 670 

S^.®^!/ W ; ;t. a hd'.^fto«,;349 V-. 

Cowes, the er-Kaiser at, .345 ’■ ■ 

Co/nra, «th : Eaii,; loi-^is ^ . 


with, 1 :y 

Curiosities of Literature (Isaac T)is:~ ’•'■ 
raeli), his son’s prbfaco.fe 

Curzon, Robert, 20 ..' ■' /,' &'/; 
Curzon of Kedleston,. Marques^ 

318 ; Eton dinner 'tp/ ; g55'i:/-;y 
on Eosebery’B House ■ > 

Lords Reform resolutions/ l- f; 

630; speech bjr^qnlRosoi'Vi.r 

6 21 ^ 6 ' ' 


ft.-j.ntionvtho.-aononn.-oa ? 

v^’^V-r 1 - '. : y:V; : /<r'.;. :;;////•/• : -V : ^yL°sebery,ol7 
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■' f» i irv'nrti>n#iriY.*:-%\xk •••k»i ! ' • -r Da^dB<m/Drl4^ 

• •• DaVidson^i)^ 


Daily, Cbroxiole, the, 68C , , 

L-Datly Wetus, ittie, oSlfsecalsbCook' .; 
• ,£<z% Tdegraph- the/ 68 >• "■. 

Dalhousie, 12th Earlof ,119',;14S 3 16i 
Dalkeith, Earl of, seeBuccleuck, 6th' 

. -v. - Duke of . ,v :' ■’..." • /' ./ 

Dalkeith, Rosebery’s War speecli at, • 
, . 648 ; • .■•■ ‘ ■■' 

Dalmeny, Lady (born ' Can liam), 

: • .. story of, 7 

Dalmeny, Lady, , see Cleveland, 
Duchess of 

Dalmeny, Lord (circa 1755), marriage 
v ' of, 7 

Dalmeny, Archibald, Lord (father 
of Bosebery), 0 sqq. 
Dalmeny, , Harry, Lord, now 6th 
Earl of Bosebery, 148, 308, 
421,610,656; at Eton, 24, 
632 ; coming of age of, B.’s 
speeoh at, 632 ; in the 
Guards, 632 ; marriage of, 
649 ; post of, during the 
War, 650; return of, in 
1906, for Midlothian, 636 
Dalmeny, 7, 11, 12, 33, 59-60, 65, 
129, 138, 161, 175, 214, 308, 
357,393,513,514,594,632; 
first Primrose owner of, 3 ; 
Gladstones, Harcourts, etc., 
at, 128, 145, 163, 230, 
Boyalties and others at, 
163-4, 207, 248, 329, 355, 
368, 391-2, 515, 658 ; the 
household at, relations in, of 
- owner and staff, 667 n., 

666; Lady Bosebery’s ill- 
. ness and death at, 364 
■ *- sqq. ; Bosebery’s burial at, 

, * - 657 ; shorthorn herd at, 543 

; Dalrymple, Hon. Hew, 656 - 
: , Dalzell, a visit to, 328 
:> Dante, Oarlylo’s prose translation of, 

... „ . jgg . ; ' •_ . 

Dante’s coffin, 73 
r Danzig, a visit to, 364 
. Darfur, 294 
-Darjiling visited, 291 
Darlington, <Lord,. 43 
.Darlington,’ Bosebery invited to 
■ ; 'stand for, 38-9 - 

\ i. Dartford, Lord Bandolph Ohurohill’s 
/ A.-- speech at/492 •<& w. 


V- . - j- •; ,:.500; 609’; Boseb'ery^s friehd/Vyl; 
i :S ’.ship. with'.(see;a?aoVLe'ttefs^;i 
y '■/ A hinder. Bbsebeiry), : ;650,:664' 1 ;%| 
and ; the Liquor >Lkehsuig!'j ;; > 


>*■* '■'=:-;, ; rLaw8, 562 i- n. : 

Davis, Bancroft; 7 6 >6- - /. h a 
•Davis, President Jefferson; 72 r ’ :: r ’ 


Dawson,' Matthew/ 470/ 666 //D/pj/A 
Death duties, Harcourt’s uhtroduc-V 


tion of 466 iqq -. ;V ihciderino.SD 
of, in the; Bedford /and fflaf- 
court families; '467'’ 

’ Bosebery on, .822/ ' V ! % a/D/v 
Deceased Wife’s Sater/Bill/hO/ and, 
the Bishops; the Queen on, ; 

489; / 

d'Bstournd, 351 : . ,y : 

Defamation, Ml • Y : . - "A : 

Defence Committee,' the; 'of. 1895, '498'^ 
Defoe, Daniel, 487 / W-. -J 
do Grey, Henrietta,. ObuhtesslDterDTi 
Marchioness of Bipon (bom’.^S 
Vyner), SO U* h;. 

de Grey, Gladys, afterwards;; Mar- A/ 
chioness -of /Bipoh (horh cj ; S 
Herbert), 634 .i6 :n. hSr/Ai/r 
de Grey, Earl {later ;2nd : Marguest 
of Bipori) , 'shooting prowess.;' 
of, '471, 534/634 * &■$$$$% 
de Horsey, Adeline/' see. Cardigan, 1;..^. 

Countess of / V- 

do Lagrange , Count E. y .winner'bf tKe 
1865 Derby, 94 & 

Delahante, M.,- 546' 4 r £ 7i. 
Delcassd, M., 580 
Delhi visited, 287 >4; 

Democracy, advaiice of, effeots;,of, 

- .Rosebery-on; 143^4;;;yA./J;/4;y 
Denver, -175-6 '\l- vVAlDC^*- 
Depew, Ohauncey, .Bpsebery’s. letter;; ^': 

to, duringthe War, 648-9;; 
Derby, 14th Earl; of; 30; v 31y 32}-.38r?L^y 
Derby, 15th Earl of,- 89 tfc.4,, 99,168, . 

1644 165, :207/ 358,; ; C12y* v .;: 

. and - -Hafcpurt,’. _.440,;; ; 
'pb’soloscehce , "of : ••• Deaties;y;:;,;_ 
' - 102 ; on his resignation nhyry 

’ 1B78 : 103 ; *" 'v 

Derby, 16th’ Earl of, v .55S ; : y 

" ' Ganada/.SlOV.-.h.!?"- 1 ' - 


I.. Derby, l-7th.Eari of .650 jpt 


and tho Mormons,' 


■%&&££ is&f »* 

■■ i'Av-DnrrtnH^fw’ -.<7%iV^tC£.^ s i iv • . . ■ - - Rosebeiy’s driving -43 • 

.OOlllfl TTllI O. viaii -<•<•» iMr\ 


^DeVjffisi’iro/iinke of tivtftt) oof ' 2 oaaldson » I)r -» 140, 365 .’ 

also onoaster^ racing success at ( 1869 ); 


flmmm&'S'z • “• 

50S “* . Core? h““’ t "‘ k '° I ’ 340 • m -'•' 

».; •••--■■ , ■ Do '"’ n Sfcr eet Rosebery’s marriage 

bod- ™ ing ^°* 10 > Rosebery' 

TCti>X^J8ld&.S6bkj,te#. • u n y at, 489 / 

•BP-^^^H^viidvdia of <v?. % read,l °Wte< H.M.S.,283 
ftl&SP ^^^^i^febaoesto 487 ressmaker s, long hours of, Rosebery 

I; ^rfrerentia'I Calcblusi the and Samnid n ° n ' 244 ' • 

’ SamUCl Drew - M rs. (Mary Gladstone, s .v.); ■ 

304; JZ* 6 ?’ t°J >?Tbenr's , 


a >™*'>138,165,304- ,„7 u 7’ w ; Avosebery’s 

.##^4^,%-Momoiis/70 : wla! • £ tte “ to > on the death of 

£ 1S ^ f0> 371 ; “ otcs by/m-: 

?80,:;iri(i . congratnla-* Rosebery and his character/ 

iiiiSS« e s S2Si®^. w ■: ... •< 


^ffl^S^^Ro^bery’ T ^ lot ’” Te ^l’s 

^•'^^v^^ : s f ^Rdblwan ; view '£ moa6 oar toon, bought .by 

; k;i:A-S(Of>;l65:‘21^‘2^ri ««ri ^ Roseboiy, 362 

%^lli^': co ^9«oht objS? SaStnft- R ° fc S < *’ 66f > - "' & 


qDjoatlon of to .^ountess rot*. 

-:^'Z^ 1On > 220 > a eandal c ; n - Merin T^'a " 

the ',^ dy (bom Sheridan)/ 

ri. ;!1 g iri/Sssiltian crisis;, 418 . •'•' .r»„« - 38 ® f n > » 


^;-iy; s b^?fe|^»e«? s byer,; 42 d. . .• .- P™ canard °n.lris;birtb^ a 

. ' talk on, with Rosbb’ 6 i^/ 38 g 




- : Dumfries, the Burns . centenary, at; > ' ’ EastPinsbury; Rosebery^e! eotiS^ 
-■ ;■.- --;. ' ‘ and 'Rosebery’s speech;- 250, .' ; : 

:'- - ; •'"•'• -482-3, 632 ; ; ' Rosebery’s 

• ■ donkey-erigine speech ; at,' ' VJ 

’. 100 ' .. * ' .' ‘ .' ,EasfcemRoumolja, ; 270 v'sV; 

Duncan, Dr. Matthews,' 136,. 146 " • Eatdn'Biabdyeia-ly’hoiaepi ItqsoiiSir^ill 

Dunoan, William Butler and his. 

family, 69-70 <£«,, 82, 175, : Eclipse, Derby winner, 616''.-‘0 / ifi , ' v';4; 
381 •. Eclipse . Stakes; won X, by" •; Roiebetyr’r-^ 

Duncansbay Head, 328 „ ..-with'^elosgfe, 

Buncombe, G., 472 n. (Tow’s, dead libit jin* -070'- 

Dundas, Sir Robert, 607 Edge, Chief 'Jmticei^Snr4 : io^-!tf^ 

■ Dundee, Viscount (Graham of Olaver- • 29b • 

house), 22 n. Edgeworth, .Maria, ;hoyeB,6f, ; 393 V'vV;. ; ; 

Dundee, Rosebery’s speech at, on Edinburgh, 127, 1 48^196^336 Tree h;;; 

the Colonies, when receiving Trade ’denionstratibn - ^ i-q^tSp 

the Ereedom of that city, Rosebery’s - ■.•.sp'eecliie.s'K ! ' , at;^-f 

195-6 579 ; • Gladstone.'./at"; 5 ’ •i879^i';„'4 

Dundee Prison, visit to, 145 128 ; holidays in, 33 j 

Dunfermline, Campbell-Bannerman’s Roman ■ ' Catholic-. ! . Children;:* ^ 

speech at, on Home Rule, in, Rosebery’s., ;oliampipn^i- 

673 ship of* 63^ j ; 'RcfCtmJBili y)j 

Dunfermline Abbey, 1 Banquet • at,';.': 8— 28 

Dunraven, Earl of, resolution moved Rosebery’s ; speeches : . at; v.%< 

by, on Sunday opening, 141; during theMdJethianCam%- ; X, 

motion by, for Reform of paign,’ 128* ;; : l31-2;j^)-;pm:v^ 

the House of Lords, 319, Local ; Government .' . •-^and' ; 

and Bill of, for that purpose, walking under,.' the /same '^v.V 

322 • umbrella : ' vidtH 

Dunrobin, visits to, 473, 514, 534, 634 and Bright,- 227-8, 

Dun vegan, Rosebery’s impression of, stone on,- ;227* tho.Duke': qf;*y) 

and of its Chief, 393 Argyll oh;. 242 r on Ireland;/ *; 

Durdans, the, 148, 151, 152, 172, 194, ' (1887), 300, 333 

195, 355, 444, 52 1, 633, 641 ; perial Federation c'(1888)i-^* 

a fire at, Rosebery on, 617 ; 329 ; ..on the -welcornathore ,' -: / 

guests at, 121, *318, 326, on his refuffitp public life,!; >0 

348, 378, 559, 614, 636, 655, 389-90 * Ainjl896|on:,.^^| 

657 ; history of, and parties, Stevenson*” 488 ; i/'ori the } -f 

616-17; Rosebery at, in '/.t«oR«y* A 

1891, 378, 380 ; Rose- 
bery’s racing stud at, 350, 

352, 616 

Durham, 1st Earl of, 219 
3rd Earl of, 121 
Dutch Oven, 353 
Dutch Skater, 668 


Early Life of Or ate am, by Rose-} 
- bery, 655 . 

’ . Early 'Life, The, of Charles. James - 
: . Pos (Trevelyan), 602 
Earthquake, an, 176 


stone, 524, 525; theXQueeh :;fi ¥ 
on this ■ ■ speech;", f 
on Parliamentary/: dratbryA/ii 

(1896),*532;^oftribute / {o;.'j/; 

Professor ‘Masson, 544X6.; 
on the Gladstone, Memorial;;':^/; 
552 j oh. the iSouth. African;^ 
. War,564; ; oii thhaceessioh.hg 
of EdwardXtTrj'^.fiOS' j;.',en 
unveiling- the' . Roy ql ; r sfcojSj^ 
, Memorial;; 605 

burgh’s c staple; y producfcs0:;*; 

.'6£fe 


■ ,7 view 

? y£? 

‘-/r:Ti®|>.t°,’*?'antl_.K iiotes S/t)h' ; 

' ■' i - ~ > ; V 'J 293 kriti - r Ail in Ort^> , - 
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, " w 7 . v ■ t0 > 23 ft*/" - ^ 1 U’.vv-^vpy 

3 .Egyptian Question; the; ;,16K/' 169 }. 

• "'v^> 259, | ,272 sgg.-; -vRoSck' 

bcry’s nttitudeyto and-viti--’; 
, terest in, 211, 213, 216 4 ? V : 

400, Jiis . Liverpool '• speech" 

OH # 214; ’ t ’ ‘ u ” J ' 

• Eight-hour day. in Anskftiia^'Rdsoi . 

berr on, 244 , : 'v ’ -'^X 

Eighty ‘.Club Dinner (1880)^ 338^ 
Rosebery on - his introduc.r 
. tionat, to Parnell; 338 ft : :0‘ 

Eighty Club spceoh of Koseberyvan- 
Reform of - tho House ’-•of • 
Lords, 509 

Elephanta, caves of, visited, 2S5'- 
Elgin, 9th Earl of, Indian Viceroyalty 
of, 433-4 ; Rosoberjds,' des- 
patch to, on OhitraJ,- C03 j 
dinner to, 561, Rosebefy’g- 1; 
speech at dinner, 562 
Ehot, Lord, later 4th Earl of St. 1 
Germans, 31 . .. fit ".<■* 

Elizabeth, Queen, a miniature of ;' 307 V' 
t,, d stock > racing successes’ of ; 350 “ e : 
Ellesmere, winner of the -Gladia'tenx;, : .- i 
m Stakes, 1870, 350"?. . 

Elhs, Tom, Chief Eiberal'.V7hip; i98;.- V' 
520 ; and Rosebery’s resin--! V-- 
nation of .the Liberal leader-:- 
ship, 523, 528-9 ; death. of 
559 - • \ v x i, •' j- *j„ \(*> . ; ;;7V 

Elphinstono, Lord and Lady, 633''-v' vb 
Emigration, Rosebery. .. ori,v ;2’08 * ! 'v 
State-aided, .Rosebery' oh;yV.' 
245 ‘ \ • ■ /’.'’-V-,.. 

EhiV Pasha, ivory of, 

Emlyn, Lord, 472 n. - .-■V’VAVfVb’.lfV?. 
Empire, the, Rosebery oh, •' in ; 10o6"' 

698-9 r .ih’aWahcef^l 


Empress ' of’ ; India,?’ A, Queslloh )"^ '7 
■ : .debate d6<;9&S0~,- v ; 

.... ; oery’spnifee on,. 502 V a'-J:- };•' 



; % :S v?© ^S-S Wc; ! S I: 


■<--^J :i ’' i 6.3, ahd of 1902, B83; : .FalHahds; Islands : ei3gag6mnntMlio;"v **k» 
/•Entail (Scotland)' BiU, 140 /■ ~" : -'64S/.»->V ; 

;: Epsom -(sec also Durdans), 259, 443 ; / ‘Ear Eastern Question', lifendel’s views £M 
;wr . Rosebery’s Jikitigforj 016, . ' on, 553-4 ’//..A/’ 


...’Epsom 1 College, ’ Rosebery’s Presi- 
' ' , denby of, 618, arid prize* 

*' V: giving at, 648 

. Ep3om. Summer Meeting, an. Rose’ 

' : . bery’s guests for, 121 

"Equalisation of Rates Bill, piloted 
- ' ' by Rosebery, 469 
/ ' Eriskay visited, 513 
.Esoorial, tho, Rosebery on, 379, 383 
Escott, T. H. S., praise by, of Rose- 
' bory’B Franchise speech, 205 
' ■Eshor,' 2nd Viscount, see Brett, 
Reginald 

'- Esher Commission on War Office Re- 
v ' r- organisation, 1904, 580 

■■Etarre 3 353 , 

; Eton “ Boating Song,” 22 ; Roso- 
‘ .. bery’s dying request for, 657 

Eton 'College, 325, 328 ; Rosobery’s 
, ' • schooldays at, 13 sqq. ; 

: . Rosebery a “Fellow of,” 

24, 613 ; Rosebery’s boys at, 

‘ . 24,632; fire at, the Harrow 

; wreath for the victims, 

Rosebery on, 613; 4th of 
’ June at, 16, Rosebery at 

(1894), 470 ; Rosebery’s last- 
. ; ing affection for, 24, 613 ; a 

■ - service in Chapel, 607 
. Eton dinner, an, to Curzon, Minto 
and Welldon, Rosebery at, 
. 555 

..'Eton Society, the, 22, Rosebery’s 
/' . ■ J Bpeech to (1911), 645 
Etonian 'fellow . pupils at Revesby, 
• / ■' Rosebery on, 33 

. . Eugenie, Empress ,434 
Evarts, Mr., 69, 82 
Excessive hours of labour, Rosebery 
V'' •• ' on, 244. 

- -Expansion of England (Seeley), 314 
■ Ektradition* Treaties, extension of, 
; Rosebery on, 90 


on his visit to,- 52“3j : -,'.i/;>y-)/;J' .X' : . 


Earrer, Sir T. (later 3jord Eat’rbr);''-r-''t : 

' 383,453'.-: '..’/Y-'^A'KliA/ 

Fashoda affair, the, 555-6 ' 

Eatehpur Sikri, visited; 287) ■■■ .'/i'-V 1 /./ 'V.j A 

Father Claret, races won' by,'- 35 1 ."- h / A<r ; ' 

Faust, opera of, Rosebery .at, ‘1894;’:';-=';?. 
472 ■ 

Favonius, 352 " • ./ '• 

Eelbrigg, 208 - " •'-* V-JviYY 

Ferdinand II, King of Naples,' '36,-52, (Si.* ‘ 
■ 646 • 

Ferguson, Ronald Mimro.’ : (!)riter 

Visoount No'vat-j,' : 573;.- 
friendship of ,v. ; v$th-' Rose-tv ; / 
bery, 282, 365,/C56 .ei; alibi ;?/’/,/ 
companion of, -the Rosebbrys I'-j.iy, 
on their' /'Indian / ionr^/Yi, 
282 sqq . ;/''a’/visit’;to,-,'529.; * '*/ // 


bpry's thanks to, 526 ;> • </. ';j ■' 
Fergusspri, Sir • J anies/ ’374 . 76,, ; )• 

.' ' 375 

Femhill Stakes- won- : by// Rosebery A 
( • ;• -.-with Nareissa ^ 353 /A //(I;/?; 

E^mshaw, 179 
Eemer,' Joaquin, 1516 y,. ' 

Fender,. Janet- hoyclB.pf, .393 ?$£*' tyf'&r*' 
Femeres, 379 /:/„ X-i :'f 
Festatics, Count, ’35I;; : .; V "V C-i A/iA// ‘{A 
, Field&g, Henry, /grave of, -visited/'/ yg 
V <387 ; JEtoseB^on,hishb%fi^?J 

EiBhtineXSorvic.es,- co-ordination -‘.of, 

: cWference:. : /bri, ■/;,J894-5,/i/c/ 

Finance 
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//yR/shbr/Admiral Lord, 610 
^]-;:FMcri°^Esijibition, Edinburgh, 148 
^;iiEislienes ; .Quostions, the, 314 
r/v,r;2ntzGer<ild'faiBiIy, 3 59 
•/'•.vi Fitzmanrice, Lord dS., on tlio Homo 
• 1Mb. Bill-of 1886, 318 n. 
r^//lhumojHfniier at. witli Count Herborfc 
rip/"- ; // ,','‘3": Bismarck and his wife, 635 
thecas peacemaker, 277 
Vi;: Flciniiigton) racing at, 178, 179 
././■Jilettkbr of Saitoun, 61" 

■/.‘V-, Ploddisn’ Field, Rosebery's speech on, 
(to Boy, Scouts, 647 
iMprOncbj Queen Victoria at, . 451 ; 
‘ -Roseborv's visits to, 40, 
50-1 " 

- > L .“Flyblown phylacteries,” Rosebery’s 
.phraso on, 572 d> n. 

* (pFli/rngFoX, 670 
/^Follott.Eolonol, 472 n. - 
^bjEoutdinttileau, Rosebery at, 280 
"^p-Ci^Fpr/ihc T.erm oj his Natural Life, the 
' Australian novel by Marcus 
. Y ; : V ciarlm,- 178 

j^; ; EotbcsjAljr.,.'i84 ' , . 

;v 5 FortliHir,CIarb, as cicerone, 379 
S^Eordtpeabd-ship, the, 651 
■k'W/l'/iFqrdlgti'.sffairs: in, 1896, Rosebery's 
/.///> l'-l ^.'uneasiness over, 549 
//(Foreign ■' Office,, the, Rosohery’s ao- 
v/r^ '•'? A- a ' ■ ■' con tan c o of the Soert 




. on.'his struggles at, 

i -v ■.■a?rii-i>;,rU iini}*xr n i, /Colonial 

Salisbury and 
Rose- 

, , >r „, ../bery’s interest in; attention 
arid .-speeches on, 130, 
/;04- -233; 342 ^.'{'continuity, in, 
t '4bl!:X>H Hosebexy oni261-2j 405 

’ rr —-- \ death of, 

151 ; 



i* ■ j y.' 4Edncatiori3ill. 6f, r ’inU87Q, 
U 1 tf ‘ ••• / - k • ; 62,' 63 >. and ■■Imperial ^Fed- 
/> ; oratiOn,' 207 ;‘-4 ", ■■'///// 

Forth Bridge, the,' Qp/bpemng;pf,‘; 
'**•/' by. the ’Prince . and Princess 

of- Wales, 207v355 fS s \F ; c. 
Foulis, Sir Janies, 7 . ‘ \ / 

, Four-in-hand Club, the, 43 V '.-7 -A, 
Fourth Party, the, 272 ■ \ . .V 

Fowler, Rt. Hon. Sir H. H., later ; 
1st Visfiount Wolverhamp- : 
ton; 507, 624, 559 


Fox, Oharles James, 20; and Rose- ■ 
. bery, parallels between, 332. 
Fox, Miss, 37 <b n. 

Foxha.ll, 668 , ' 

France (sec also Anglo-French Agree- 
ment) and Greek affairs, 
265 sqq. ; pacificism of the 
peasants of, 380 ; and the 
Anglo-Congolose agreement, ■ ' 
448, 449 ; and tho Siamese-, 
boundary affair, , 424 sqq,, 
503, 581 ; allcgod encroach- 
ments of in Africa (see also ■ 
Fashoda), 602-3; Rose-' 
bory’s attitude to, 604 sqq.,. 
582,602 

Franchise Bill of 1884, 194,202,319, ■ 
and tho Lords, 452 ; Glad- , 
stono’s letter on, to tho- 
Queen, 206 . . ; 

Franois Joseph, Emperor of Austria,’:, 
Order conferred by oh. 
Rosebery, 641 , _ . 

Franeo-Prussian War, 56, Rosebery’s; 

reference to, 57 ' ! . . ■ \ 

Frankfort, visits to, 243, 434 ’ ■ 

Franz Fordinand, Archduke, 557 ' ■ •/' 
Fraser, Sir William, 110 n . ■, •, 

Fraser's Magazine, 33 
Frederick II, German Emperor, Ml 
Frederick, Empress, a gift from, : 
558 ; a visit to, 240 ; letters 
from, on Bismarck, 241,: 
and on her son, shown to •_ 
Rosebery by the Prince of - 
Wales, 355; a talk with, 
344-5 ' 

Frederick William • IV, on : Hie : 

Emperor, Frederick II, 344 
Frederick the Great, gift- ring' of,;. 
■658 ■ , .7 7 
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Frederick, Prince of Wales, at the 
„ v Dnrdans, 616^ ' 

Frederick, ,7.; 472 n. 

Free Public Libraries, Rosebery on, 

' 542 _ 

Free Trado, Liberal supporters of, 
from 1903, 583 ; Rosebery’s 
views on, 541-2, 576-7, 
578, 020 

French Church in London and Gilbert 
Primrose, 2, 17 

French Colonial expansion, 447 ; 
Rosebery oh, 208 

French Colonial representatives in 
the ’90s, 605 

French convicts in New Caledonia, 
Rosebery’s action concern- 
ing, 206-7, and speeches of, 
on Australian feeling con- 
cerning, 268, 301 

French language, Rosebery’s compe- 
tence in, 363 ; Granville’s 
and Lansdowne’s mastery 
of, 363 ; Queen Victoria’s 
perfectcommandof ,434 <0 n. 
French opinion on the Nicaraguan 
aifair, 451 

French Parliaments, 4 
French Revolution, the first, 75 
French Revolution, The (Burke), 189 
Froycinet, M. de, 267, 268 
Friedricksriik, a visit to, 1897, 549 
“ Friendlies,” the, 538 
Fuller-Maitland, R., 472 n. 

Furse, Charles, and his father, 14 n. 

Gabba, 499 

Galliffet, General de, 381 ; a talk with, 
317 

Galloping poems, Holmes on, 71 
Qaltee More, 669 
Galway, 7th Viscount, 34 d- n,, 472 n. 
* Ganges, the, at Benares, 290 
Gardner, Herbert (Lord Burghclero), 
664 <fe 7i. 

Garters, bestowal of, Disraeli on, 
31; 32 k conferring of on 
Oriental potentates, Rose- 
bery’s protest on, to the 
Queen, 608 \ 

Gas , 669, 670 \ 

Gaskell, Mrs., novels of, Rdsebery on, 
487 


Gastein, Rosebery’s visits to, 130, 
495, 547, 557, 57(>; 611, 635, 
Gates and Bars in London," removal 
of, 150 

Gaza, death at, of Noil Primrose, 650 
Gealce, Charles, 574 
Geddes, Jenny, 60 
Geheimniss, famous mare, 353 
General Election of 1896, prelimin-, 
aries to, Rosebery’S share 
in, 636 

Geneva, Alabama arbitration at, 90 ; 

visits to, 355-6, 611 - 

Gennadius, M., 262, 264 ' 

Genoa, 36, 637 - 

George I, 9 

George HI, the Prince of Wales on, 
385 ; view on, of the Queen, 
ib. 

George IV, and the Queen’s name, 
465 

George V, H.M., 243, 283 ; accession 
of, and Rosebery’s last 
official appearance, 641 ; 
and Queen Mary, visits of, 
to Rosebery in his later 
years, 654; relations of, 
with Rosebery, 509 
George, King of Greeoe, 262, 264 
George, Prince, of Denmark, 6 
George, Rt. Hon. David Lloyd, 589, 
591 ; on Land Nationalisa- 
tion, 622; and Noil Prim- 
rose, 650, 651 ; Premiership 
of, 651 

Gerard, William, 121 
Gorman Colonial expansion, 234, 
259, 447; Rosebery on, 
208, 360, 598; see also 
Zanzibar • 

German Crown Prince and Princess 
of, Rosebory’s visit to, 240 
German representatives, anti-Eng- 
lish attitude of, 239 
German statesmen and war methods, 
Rosebery’s denunciations 
of 649 

German unification (1878), Rosebery 
on, 67 , 

Germany, and the Anglo-Congolcso 
Agreement, 448-9 

Germany, military force of, in 1887; 
* 30S 
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■ Gerinaay, ti iaric in (1889),?34S/r r'y? ■• 
^ibfapiij! Edward, Rosebery; on; 377/-:: 
pvf;r ^••37Sj.383;;.irqay.o4K^eboty/. 
;i- ' f'}fffon L , 494 ; offipolitencss and .1 
'■fgobd’senke, 332 ■ ': . 

Gibraltar, 108 ; a collision-near, 282, 

; V?Cv a stay at, 283 " ‘ 

.;Giers,M? do, 272 - • ■ 

i.Gimcracli. Stakes, Eosebery’s win of, 
’.V; y.vrith Padaroshna, 350 
l\Gtddiakur T Derby -winner, 94 tr. 
...Glodiatenr Stakes won by Rosebery 
with Ellesmere, 350 
-.Gladstone Club, Glasgow, 140 
> Gladstone family, tbc, Rosebery’s 
V-V- , relations with, 256; visits 
l;’ --.:'. ■ of, to Dalmeny, 128, 248 
'Gladstone, Mary (see also Drew, 

. Mrs.), marriage of, 256 ; 

'> ';,j ; on Gladstone’s opinion of 
:\‘y • Rosebery’s Life of Pill, 

\-y-Y 470 . 

: Gladstone, Mrs., 122, 130, 165, 209- 
, • .10, 211, 256, 342, 355, 410, 

515 ; an invitation from, 47 ; 
letter to, from Lady Rose- 
5 . bery, 136 ; Lady Rosebery’s 
“.fencing - match ” with, 

1 • 165-6 ; at her husband’s 

funeral, Rosebery on, 552 
Gladstone National Memorial, Kose- 
- l- ‘- bery on, 552 

Gladstone,. lit. Hon, Herbert, 1st 
■ Viscount Gladstone, 231, 

- 252,265 ; a talk with (1898), 

■ - -559 

• GIadstone, Rt. Hon. W. E., 10, 112, 

„ i. 121, 122, 165, 209-10, 213, 
224, 262, 318, 333, 345, 

- ' 355, 365, 507, 512, 546 ; in 

; office (1868), 41 ; at Baby, 

47; post offered by, to 
, • Rosebery, but declined, 

- c ' ; 84 sqq . ; and the Bulgarian 

atrocities, 99-100, 101 ; and 
Lord .Aberdeen, 109 
; and Irish affairs, 139, 147, 150, 
f/:f: ; 151, 156 ; Rosebery’s talks 
/with, on Irish problems, 
f:227~&i views of, on the 
<*v , Irish -question in autnmn 



.-ffp i.\. • ■ bn '■.iffe^Irish ; questioir-ih' 

, ■ -. >. V ' .1889, i 330 'sqfi f i&n&.'/tlUk 

. Homo Rule Bill of 1893, 

• ■ -/ ;427j429';Hpin ! eRulc. policy 

of , Rosebery's later attitude ' 
' ■ to (1001), 573, 574/500/ ff 
Midlothian campaign - of/inJiflSO,. 
122, 124 m } .\ 204, 390;.'43,9 „• 
589, 590, 643, '659 ;; great'; 
speech by, at Glasgoyr, 129 ; ' 
second offer by; of office to 
Rosebery, in 18S0, declined, i 
133 eqq.i elements -of/dis-l 
raption in. his government? 
in 1880-1, 140-1 ; off-Ebsc-'; 
bory’s position in .1880,; 
140-1 ; Rosebery’k vidw bf;- 
on his return to office, 590 ;;. 
danger to, in .1882, 152 
attitude of, to Scottish' 
affairs, 167 ; and Rosebery’s 
resignation, 170-1 ; offer by, . 
of the Lord-Lieutenancy of. 
Midlothian accepted by; 
Rosebery, 19G-7 ; ducal dis-' 
trust of (1884), -204; and-: 
Salisbury in 1884,? the 
Queen on, 206 ; note from/’ 
to tho Queen op. House of 
Lords Reform? 207 ; health; 
of, in 1885, 215, 222 ; talk 
by, of resignation in 1885-6; 
225,266,257 “ ' // 
Election speeches of, in Scotland" 
(1885), 230 ; and Bismarck; -. 
234, 239; fall of his govern-; 
ment (1885), 241 ; election; 
manifesto of, 247 ; sweep; 
ing victory of, in , 1885,; 
248-9 : 

Ingratitude to, Rosebery’s indigna- 
tion at, 249 ; the- "Foreign, 
Office offered by,- to. Rose--; 
- bery, and accepted, 258 sqq.; 
on the New Hebrides affair, ’ 
267-8; Manchester’ ’speech; 
of, reference;, in 'to' Rose’-'; 
bery’s future, 278,281. /on, 
Hartington’s ser vices to the. 
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vl> '/ \I&seBhij^8 ': fhlatiohs /^th?: 

, Myrley^^sp^';'.'; ^EGosebo^s; * 


'■ •;*_ conversation TOtL.,'. on ;ihe ; - 
; Liberal ’f uture, ?/31 8; V oxi . 


" ; V - . Haroouxt’s y- qualifications ; 
. .“for' leadership,/ 318 p/a 

/’•PA'!'/ ‘./criticism of, by/Sahsbury,. 

' ' s » . p . 321,; support 'of, J for the 5 ’ 
'• v t - / ‘.‘Royal Grants, 346. ;>.p 

Letters to, from Rosebery, deolin- 
'■ !/!"'/ . - ing variotis offers of office,; 
../P'.p; ; 85 sqq.-, 134 sqq. '• ■with -a 
gift- of -wine, 126; on the 
\ / Midlothian election, 132, 

133?; on taking office, 144 ; 
oh Scottish affairs, -and the 
replies, 153 sqq., and on the 
' offer of the Scottish Office,.. 

■ . . ; 172-3 ; withdrawing his re- 
fusal of office in 1885 and 
' . , the , reply, 216 sqq. ; on 

Gladstone’s health, and on 
, 1 pi / Germany in Africa, 277; 

t oh Gladstone’s Manchester 
• V ’ speech of 1886, 278-9, 281 ; 

; on the Leods • meeting of 

; , 1886, and on Lord Ran- 

' dolpli’s resignation and the 

p Round Table Conference, 
297 sqq. ; on nominating a 
small Committee of .Liberal 
M.Ps, to deal with Irish 
. /;', ‘ u Homo Rule, 339 sqq. ; on 
the Italo-German alliance 
• ./. ■ of 1889, 342 sqq. ; during 

' ■“ Lady Rosebery’s illness, 

P/p'V- 365, 366, • 368'; on the 
/ ' \ ■ v. Liberal Leadership in the 
,//P;.// . Lords, 373-4, 422, and oh 
' "resigning - .thopost, and. 
r Gladstone’s reply, 526, 627 ; 

.’/" on the -/Triple . 'A31ian.ee, 
!p >./•' i - 374-5 ; on his own reluc- 

tance?/to' re-enter political 
-h'vVV lif e," 396-6 on the Garter, 

/•/ p ? ' '411; on- Rilke, Cromer and 
-.‘‘V? - : the /. Egyptian crisis, /418, • 

v ;P ' 419-20 ;■ on Sir /Edwrird 

,P ip!/:!. ,/Grey! and Uganda, 423-; 

on- the Shval Estimates of. 
pyrP ! , 1893-4, 435-6 • on ‘/Glad- 




■ '> ' pP 878 > 376^^^thdrp^891/f/i 
ypPp376p.piptae^^ 


‘.Gonewa'iaEI^fepn 
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;./;/! : t ; ,391,/ ; 427',;'//fbhra ,, 

PV.; ; 

the/. 

' - ’ / ' 1 - ./ -- i ' 

, / / ! crisis',;” hostfiity^Gof 

. L»leaaoii;f./by* pn/f^t v gofiig R 1 - 


/thsoh6ol,-;42Lpp : vjpplp ppp 

and the Naval'Estimates of 

Haicourpob; 



•difficulties flefiftBypto'- Bisip 

; . , ,467, .468,;- 'speech 

Armenian affairs in; 1896,/ ; 

• 518 ; • . death / of //IjTh^-ih/ //vh;/ 
state ahd funeral ;ofj 551-2./:^:: •; 
Statue of, at Glasgow’ toyailhd'Hy^fe 
Rosebery. ( 1902) ; hbAi//!.,^.; 

On .Egypt and: Greece^ ^1277. 

his ■ •dntemew : /'i^ii^JteB, i :i'45{'|i 



on prevention ’ of -/dullhess/; 
in speeches,- 329 i von i&ihg;^/;//; 
94 .; on : Refqrmh-pf //. / 

: • Hojose,/ ^.’•Iioi&f^2k)74Sq^4^'. 

■ t /‘. ' on RbsoherV!s ;bharMter ; in/5/.i;^ 

1895/661!;/^ ^ 

Other references. to/.ahger -of/ ih aV 
•’ talk* 'on.^hh.'i^Mh'rehellioii"' 
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5 hery/*604'; ; !vks!?hcohd^t;-^;||: 

: / ’.:273 ; 

/- V hi'" ' Ann ’ -T- •J k '/- 1 ‘ V 'TO h n^i,nwf 


/ K :!“/- mfi ldf? . 9 f >/ : Rosebery 
; . - asked to TOite, 636. ; f ” ,v ”^‘ ' iv 
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of Lord Churchill, 
.patrbnago, 190; 
bud^ompti6n r iS^;i 67, 2,19; 
" ylifenithbf iuspuhlic life, 643 
; . ; ,. : 4i! , .c4<'It'dsel)arr , a .relations with, Msqq., 
170-1, 196-7, 
373, 376, 400, 421, 
V;'? uncertainty in 

<1892; ,393-4 ; m 1696, and 
'f -v:"', Cx//?' differences ivith ovor Turk- 



'*f'$^Hfc'bety*B encomium of, 
Parliament, 554 

f&tyi'ityxeicnf Wibtoria’s- relations with, 
: and comments on, 105, 200, 

458 ; his letter to 
" K " her nn the Franchise Bill 






• v > -of ;f 1884, 206 ; his note to 
'• lief on Reform of the House 
N;\^'M',^;‘V|of-tlkn'cl8, ,‘207; his last 
vj^v '» audience, 439 
Glaistonb;".;. William: the younger, 


r^&’Bpdeoh','- 360-1 ; Freedom 
i;'/}*; ’.ihC?:'; ■’ of,’ conferred on Harcourt, 
Rosebery, his 
• that occasion, 
Memorial at, 
DS'fi: nnyefled by.Rosebery, 648 



\j„ the //Scottish 'Landholders 
1 5 '( ; ; '5 ; Biiii.669 ; “On the Budget of 
■T'r&fi: 1 909-10;''. .621.'; gqq. ■ on 

ajq., 532 ; 
'Harris 
,. ; 603i ; 645; • on 



“ 1V4. 


it;"-,':. :Discstablishment,'464 > on 
^g^:MWfcg9l4);4m'r, 

.V ^ ’v’ y^O' •* ,1 


t;V ' 


; Glasgow Eibibitibh, '3 
Glasgow, Liberal Assaeiaiion, : Rosin : , 
bery's speech ‘at (lS8’7).:299i". ; i v' 
300 . : y 

Glasgow Pnblio School Union; Kose-‘;r- ‘4, 
bery’s Presidential Address/" : ,- 
to, 06 “ - *■ ■ • ; y ,' 

Glasgow Trades Houso Dinner, 1890, ; 

Rosebery’s speech at, 304 
Glasgow Daily Record and Mail, 

Rosebery’s lettor to, - on.. ,:. , 
Refonn of the House of , 
Lords and tho Socialist ; 
danger, 627 ■ • 

Glasgow University, Gladstone’s- / 
Rectorial Address and . , 
speech at, 129 ; Rosebery’s 
Lord Rectorship of, 114, y" 
367, and his Rectorial •- ; 
Address on the first Pitt, 

- 597 ; Rosebery’s speech at, 
as Chancellor, 1908, 699 
Glasgow University Gladstone Club, 

Roscbory’a speech at, 129, ■ ;; 
130 /' 

Glasgow University O.T.O. quarters, ’ .. ■ 
Rosebery’s opening speech , 
at, on readiness to face , 
War, 647 , • • 

Glen, homo of Sir Charles Tonnant, . 
366,473 

Globe, tho, and the Salisbury-' 
Schouvaloff Memorandum, ■ 
103-4 , . , ; ' ' , y. : 

Glyimeso, 297 <b n, : : A - 

Goa, the visit to, Rosebery's serio- ‘ 

comic account of, 291-2 , . y 

Godley, Sir Arthur, later Lord , , 
Kilbracken, 144, 443 ct 
036 . 

Goes, the, 32S ; - ■ 

Goldfinch, 669 - V- ;V, 

Goldsmith, Oliver, Rosehpry op,, 487^-y . -i 
Goldsmitlis* College, Rosebery’s 

opening speech at’ 012 ':; tii./ 
Goluchowski, Count, 557 • iDir V> 
Goodwood, 350 ■ Tiiiu 

Gordon, General G. G., shat ltd 

. Soudan, •. 211 ;<(>yn,yV '2i36 jySy/ 
’ . " . public 'idea Iisafabn of >-2l0,ci?i|}';'r 
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■' . A ' " . bery in. 1886, ; 256 
• Gough, ■ ‘ Her. ‘ Alexander, and his 
1 j *' wife, 7-<£» n. ■ ' 

Grafton, the racing Duke of, 48 
Grafton, Duke of (temp. Pitt), 257 
? Graham, Rt. Horn Sir .James; 126 
: Granada, the' Alhambra at, Eosebery 
■ on,S9S 

Grant, Gapt. Oharles, 632 
; Grant, General Sir Eobert, 632 
Grant,. Lady Sybil (Lady' Sybil 
‘ A.V " . . ' Primrose), marriage of, 632 
’ Grant, President, 72 
A Grant, Sir’ Alexander, and the 
Scottish National Library, 

' 646' ■ ' - 

/Granville, 2nd Earl, 91, 106, 123, 
'A; 135; 166, 194, 221, 224, 
•A.' A - • 230, . '234, 235, 236, 304, 
:'/■ - - \ , 318, 347, 356, 359, 373, 653, 

1 - V - A •• 612 ; Disraeli on, 32 ; invita-, 

. tions from, to Eosebery to 
• 'A' ' ■ ‘ . -enter Parliamentary life, 
and the replies, 41-2, 56; 

. ‘ ■ ’ relations of, with Eosebery, 

l- .. .. V 58, 84, 86, 266; Eosebery 
iV-- on. his -apparent wish to 
■; return to the Foreign Office, 
A-A/A’ 251, 258, and on him as 
Foreign Seoretary, 260 ; 
/■A. , Rosebery's letter to, on 

;A superseding him, at the 

v; . •: ' Foreign Office, 259,-60 ; and 

Jqckey Gliib, 48,;- ora-. 
Ap •/ ; : . vt6ry.of, 91; and the Select. 

' '-'.V; A/p : Gommittee.On Horse supply,-; 
: ... f: ' ; 94; .* ’and the .Concert of 

. Europe, 143 ; "and House of. 
Lords • .Reform,-. .200; .321 ; 

: ::p - A i % . 4 and Egyptian 'negotiations , 
A-A /: .life. Snir;"-, 'and i-Gordou;' 


;Grattan , S'ParhamMt, ; :252':':;7/. , f;;A.'-. : l 1 'A 

Art i •' >1 


, ' . of ; Rosebery’s -'speeches; : ahd A 

■ • letters-on, v 

Gh'ajterBntmnXifi^eyi 
Greco-Tnrldsh affairs, ( 1.886);. 2%%tf» ! .yA' 
Greco-Tnrkish ’ Oohvcntioh,;’the;‘142 A’ j 
Greece, 105, 106, 107, 261 ^debate; ;A. 
- on, 

... ' Bery on, 263; 264, .265, 15961^;.; 
Rosebery’s tour .in f ’376il; A A; 
and -later visit.. -to, ’A663'4-iA 
ultimatum to, of the Powers,-// 
' 1886, 265, 267 . A 
Greek brigands and ; tbe'{mn^er7bl.^:2 
Fred Vyner,55c£: n.,oQ'&n;,p 
121, -377 'Eds'eber^snfre-; A'. 
questf6rpape’rs-oh;'58;:Av;;’p'.'<.''. 
Greek Committee in' LondohiAthe,;;'/-' 


Greek frontier 


Greville, Oharles,ADiaHeif.{bf^;Epse'b,A" 
bery on', 80, 

Grey, 3rd Earl; 8, 88;128^219y;6$7-;p.', ;*/ 
and Rosebery;iimd4ntyffify.:i;;.' 

, : - 

Grey.Et.'RonlSirEdwardlyisebuntiip 
. . Gre^ofFaHodon), 423, 507; Ay 

‘ ' ...v 

A~ A controi of A^e;Nfln Vauey;AA; 

' \kA*5 ; ‘PnQoloAT'Tr’fi 


■ ... V< |^ash6da^656;;^ ; ;ahdAllibS^ 
A - ■ -1 a Kbndanlffi59' ;^dtMs;^d4v 
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%■ '.< It :Rosebery’s '^future ; in: pdli 
: V;-7H tics,' ‘*a^Ki '■ etiglest'Xng^'jtiii&t:;^) 
■ ,•"' / 06 QneotfiKouM /insist' Jon:-;.' ? 

''-■*’ • liin ' ■4olr!i'Trr •: i {ini-' ' ’n'rtvfn^m"." ? 


s^£;x^ death" of' 

■"*■ -K '!'•" 

71 ■' iu GtiifiCiteni j*51 -:.z i'P '■ . 

V>; imrl +.l>r» T, rf f! 531 ' 


Rosebery on, 588 

X ?; 'f|G«Uiordr ’ ciglitbQntli^coritary Earl 
'-‘. 'o jVv'.V (lurri bn-Er eti oh at, Now. 'Orleans. 


^^{[i0aia^p'’^Wfa<jh|? at New Orleans, 

'-. • ' j '- 

.^j^Grjy.dyt'fiOTOO, ii collision, over, 231 


Nell,' GIC : 5 - :: , - , -. . 

, /v.-’ J ’T •TT k 0 ( .Vrtrfii- O/VI 


Habeas -Corpus ' Act,- suspension of, 

:Hr,3dingt6nj .,40 Earl of, 3 
f^>’.;Ha06^irlic;-,Tisjt:to,' 24O • - V 
: .Hbracs/ GenerdbSir 'Erecleriolc, Com- 
hH&Sv >: ! :V0an8er^inVOliiof, India, 189 


’ZfffikM :ls ? Terntbriai:Ariny, 04.7 V 
'^^l^j^^Hd^S^Chiarles' Wood, 
iz . -•f-iefeWNepaht, 32, .di n. 

f aV vr ' -•'Vi'*-"- . h * A' **V ,• 


. Hamlyri, 3?., 472 ?m > . . ‘ •' '- - (£’ 
'Hammond, Lord, 106.'.;“ pi,-- 
Hampshire , H.M.S.; tlio .tragedy. of, ?> , 

■ - ' - ‘ 651 : 0 

Hampton, 608 ' •'• ", 

Hand-shaking by American! Pre3irH 
dents, 72 ' '*, ' i '-vC,;0/V i, 

Hannah , winder of the Oaks Snd .the 

St. Leger (1871 ),- 350}' ,f 

Hansard, a quotation from, ;20l : :$&'■£} 
Happy Thoughts': (Burnaixd) .■ read', y-f; 
by Rosebery 'to.; his ' 'ohn-!;?'l' : 
dren, 665'. 

Harcourt, Lewis, 1st - Viscount 5 , >. 
court, 152, 405i 440^4diyi/^ 
compliments exchanged -byV’r;--;.^ 
with Rosebery, ''.dlb'j^te^^flS'. 
lations of, with -liis •father;’'. - !'•' . ?, 
468-9, 512, 5 13:: '; . ;T-V : . 
Harcourt, Rt-.- Hon. Sir William,';^ fi’v- 
160, 165, 236, 236^ 267^268,^# 
268, 298,329, 341, '375, 1 391-;:, t'b-V 
. 394, 427, 52$, 535, 573, 685, 

5S7 ; oir Scottish problems, vs7 7* 
139;' letters v froih ? - v ‘ 'to'rffify 
Gladstone/ ’on;' office; rior,!;;?! 
.Rosebery in v 'lft81, 

*141, 144;’ and •0e'.' : B0elfiV0;4 ! 
dom- of Giasgo#,- '146 pi V-^ 
add Rosebery’s fesignatidd'i;'^/;;.^. 


ii;j Hainbitrg,', belted;" 3$3 -, f. - •}'■ >' - ’ 


(1883), _ 170, 171;. tliWttti;:^'0'vi 
ened resignation- 6f,:’236 
-.attitude of, ."in ;;'-|)cceid0£>f-7-ii 
•her- 1885,. 254;;;"-jand,"tlie "f'K&.z 


: lHflmiitcm,i0u5jd 0f -(icd3}/6l'' ■ 7 • 
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“ Muister, ? ?303; daaid- 
■' ooiwidccred mipos^ble; ; 439i7 . 
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V v ^416 b 18:; ; and ^Uganda; ; 

. >- ; ;,V- '1 ;’“ .*'.423' ;5 and-'tlie ; 'HavaifBsti^ 
\- : ; ihates' 

"•; ■■■:• •:'•.■ ;-adieti of ,-td Gladstone', 1 438,;\ 

‘ " V fBosobery’s ’ interview Xwflii \ 
-vyVV ’in March 1894; ,442 tfe-n--;? 

V» .Vajid; ; the?: Ahglo-Cpngolesp , 

: ."’•: ’?'..* Agreement, \447-8 ; on the 
. Nicaragua affair, 486~<&'it.;' 
V* as Ohancellor of -tho Ex-; 

chequer,-; *498 ; . .. and othe; ' 

■• ’ ; ; a V ■. ’ Budget -of 1894, >'466; , the ; 
Death .duties introduced' 

, into, 465, 467 ; <6 n. ; .Rdse* 

'■> ;-bery’s memorandum - oii, 
‘y . ; 465 sqf., 'and reference, to, 

‘, .--; ',’ 622 ', -and, the dissolution 1 
\ of 1895, 507 ; unseated; 

■*,, 611 ; imperialism of, 631 ; 
and . the Report, on the 
. ■ , Jameson Raid, 639 <6 

-resignation by, of his leader-* 

, ship, 666-7, 658 ; re-entry 
of into politics, 669 ; death 
of, 588 .■ 

Characteristics of, .404, 440 <& n . ; 
a little Englander, .446, 

\ ; 447; attitude of to his op- 
■: pononts, 447*;, language 

used by, the ..Queen on, 451 
. Relations of, with Rosebery, 122, 
141, 145, 173,* 211, 329, • 
394-6, 433, 468-9, . tho 
breaoh. between them, 

, 512 sqq. 

. On England as Europe’s police- 
' 1 • . ; man, 605 ; on Local Option, ' 
:r; 511.; on Rosebery as a 
' ; . .•• •" “dark horse,” 631; on' 
■■ 'Rosebery’s ’ Life, of Piti, 
476-7 ,V ' • - *. 

Hardinge, General Sir Arthur, k.o.b., 
..si;.'’:* 282 & n., 283 Y . •, * ' 

Hardwood, 5th Earl of/20 .<£ n. 
Harmsworth, . Alfred, ■ {Viscount - 
V 'H . .Northcliffe), 524. 1 ' :• 

• Harrar, 284 , .. . 

Harrington, 6th Earl of, 34 <6 n, - / 
Harris' tweed; Rosebery’s defence of, 
>i;- 603, 645 ,Y -7: V, V 


’ Harrow School, ^ £v*V.;.. : ;S : ; 



s,' f ^ ' ... • , i 7 . I '7,') s. I? f ' J 

", ■- yW;,--.. ,;,Rdyal 

‘ ■.*. '-'If d-RoBeh^y;i,{'4ri6iadflMp 7,"6f>i ri 5 :- 



: -• on;Irish:-H6m'e : ; Rme, 5 257i;v*;i 
,-the. Queen’s wish. f or, i Rs : !y ; * 
. • Bi^p,i|Bni9^r^|67i'^6§5^ v 
■■ •• letter i of ; ady ietngY|lu^ 3 ;^; 
• ; . ' .4oilowers'Y;tpVy6te >ngains,f5.g:Y 

.Rosebery’s. .-.4 hiectidhV^YasYi.yi’ 



- ,;• ' i ..^uTudcai f ^sdiiqation^'^^^' 
l.BOp 

. ; -Lords ih' ; ,1886jY/454^5j;^*l^>i 

.Haryey, Wiiliam,;ll’ 

£bss&ii, : 

a-// : r 29 ^L0; 

TT . I * ' nin’ < 4-ls a ' ' n,*r./* -(I'Tn-wniinoW J /l i — ’ . 



HawardenjlQtej,theY;264.7*->v> ( t^4:;y,;',' 

Hawker of rMorwenstoV; ..biography; 

.. o'. ' '± 





■- resignation 

£- :!.]■£ ^'Wf^ts^nk-SW Kbseben 
O. K'i-'C °J : B a rcbur€ ( vll5 erg.? , ; 

Counties -liberals; 1 Rosebery^ 
vj. -•' •.' ,: ^spoeab'to^^i’^^-Sy^^ 
, I Home Rule for*' Ireland:' (sie^afso 
■'■ • ' Gladstone, and---lWtK‘lli 

Min • 223- ) '2o2;%y ) . 27C r 

- •; t«o Quoen’s opjjoattiW % 

1 > public opinion . bn ' 

after the Parnell Commis- 

- 2 10n ; 339 ; and the House of 

•Lords, 452-3 ; Rosebery bn. ; 

■Wf)" 7 ’ fJ 9, f 2 ^ S2 ?’ 37 ^- ; 

d90 ,l Rosebery bn his; 

IWBition as to, to the Qneen- 

428-9, 432 ; . Rosebery’s 


* — - ^ > ' j.wayi^ry’a.-/ 

■ 577-8^^° m G74yf 

Home Rule for Scotland, 142 * ' ; 
Home Rule Bills , . ' • V' 

1886, Gladstone, Rosebery, and- 
-Fitzmaurico on, .318' <6 .*, A 
Rosebery's letters bn^to V 
Gladstone, as “ a; constith^ 

1893 ptT 1 , ,!’ teKi “ ea V’. S40-1V 
1893, Cburelnll on, 495-6 ; fate of/. ,- 

Homo Ruters, majority of, :in tisgj;^ 

“ Honi soit qni mal y pense”.' versb*// 
Punch o n Roseber^.;$ ; ': 

Honolulu, a visit to, 176 "r C 

Hope, a (later Sir Eclu-ard} ^' § 

Hopo, Henry,' 243 V ,9 : 

Hope, Lady Mary, (born 

7 matri ago of, 243: * >4,r: 
Hopotoun family, the, 634 •«£.; 

Horner, Ranch, , 559;. on tl^Horno^ 

Horses, for ho.uth Afrioagtbe.Com:^ 
mittee . on,; ; Eosebeiy^:;'te.;^ 
. speech on, 580 *& \v; 

Boimaa >Edv*rdi 

' m J ! ! ' ^ ,°rator, , 30,#.te; 






:714 
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Manor, ' 

•. .'.asylum 
. against,’ 618 
Houghton, Lord, .27, 29, 60, 201, 

- 206 ; and, an early speech 
by Rosebery, 92-3 
Houghton Week, 1869, Ladas the 
. . first’s onesuecess during, 349 
Houndsditck, Rosebery’s L.O.O. elec- 
tion speech at, 330 
House of Commons, vast powers 
vested in, Rosebery on, 198, 
and the power of passer 
outre, 320 

House of Lords, the, isolation of, 
Rosebery on, 62-3 ; Rose- 
bery’s motion for a Solect 
Committee on its efficiency, 
197 ; the hereditary prin- 
ciple and (sec also Reform), 
Rosebery’s efforts to get rid 
of, 319, 346, 624, 628, 630, 
defeated by the Parliament 
Bill, 642; Salisbury on, 321 ; 
Liberal leader in, Glad- 
stone’s wish for Rosebery 
as, 373-4, 392; Labouch 
ere’s hostile amendment to 
the Address, 1894, scope of, 
445-6 ; position of, in 1891, 
Rosebery’s memorandum 
on, 451 sqq. ; as “ a national 
danger,” Rosebery on, 460, 
the Queen’s complaint of 
thisspeeoh,460-l; campaign 
against, pressed by Rose- 
bery, 498 ; and the 1909-10 
Budget, Rosebery’s warn- 
ing, 623; Reform of, sec 
Reform ; Rosebery’s at- 
tendance in, 56 ; Rose 
bery’s language in, the 
Queen’s comments on, 
451, 454, 457; Rosebery’s 
speeohes in, and on, 89 sqq. 
passim, 143, 502, on Fiscal 
policy and tko Colonial Con- 
■ < ference (1905), 579, on the 

South African War, 564-5 

on tho swamping of , by crea 

tion of new peers, 197-8 
642, 643, 644; too many 
bishops in, the Queen on, 489 


Household franchise, 1 'extehsions, qf,V7 
-to - the ''counties, 194, -'201 V 
'-divisions due to, 467. d-d:.: 
Houses ' of Parliament , - .the V no W;- 7 4 1 
Rosebery, on, 613;; ■■ £ 77 

Howe, Mrs. Julia Wbrd, diyffinLyV'bbj 
67 71 , ■ ' 7 " 7,77 <? ‘ 7 , 777 ’ 

Hughendcn, a visit to; 47 ;r; 

Hugo, Victor, grave.of/.vMtedj'606j'v- J '-/ ; .' 
Hull, Rosebery’s -speech' nt,7onLe-777; 

land,- 147 ■ ' - ' , ‘ 7 ' ' j 
Humbert, King of Italy, 54 "n;, 2BS\‘y-Vii 
Hungary, 6 ' . '' . 77 

Huntor, Canon, 443 - ,7 / d 4 

Hunting set, the, at Oxford, ,35-7-7 cv'f 
Huntly, 11th Marquess of, 20 ib'-V-V’/; 4 
Hurlbert, General, story by, 'offthe -,;-.^ 
American Civil War, 73.s®7, V ' 7 
Hurlbert, William H., ' arid'-his ; 

68-9, 82 ; a visit fr6ni,171-2 77(: 
Hurry-on, 670 n. - 7 V /- !■??.' 

Hyderabad, tho Hizampf;':^!’^ 7.:;, V; 


Ice-ptodim'g, a story of; 66541 . 7 ’7 .7(7 
llbert Biff, the, 194 .. ’• 77477 
llchester, 5th Earl 'of; 35; 472 ;; 47 
lUuminata, 352, 353; progeny ' of, 7; ; 

668, 669, 670, and Ladm'ijiz 7y7 
second, 434 - - ;7- ; -;Qr.v77 4- 

Imperial aspect of , the .- Canadian'. -. 7 - 
tariff, Rosebery ;on.,'578.r;7 
Imperial College of .Science. and 

Technology, a germ :of , : 612 • ’ 


Imperial creed of 

Tmruwkil Federation; -book 1 on: bv 


Imperial Federation; book bn;.' by; 

Parkin, 316 V Rpsefoary^biv-V 7 
' 208, 237, 279, 309s?(V. 333,77 
432, 433, 540-1 • 7 777 :.?;v7 
Imperial Federation League, .-the, 77; 

• 219, 308, 309 s$L±. 7 i 
Imperial Institute, • dinner Tat/Tto^ 77 
Lord Elgin (1893); 433 ,7.77 
Imperial Produce' Stakes, , woh by - f- 
Rosebery with’ GhdandrylLL 
669, and With 5ir - P irib, 669 777 
Imperial questions, hoolcB pn,; infiu-j;V';, 
ence of, 314- 7 ;.- -'.v77' 7 j 7 v 77 

Imperial ZoUverein/Rosbhbfy’svie^p.VA; 

on, 541-2, 576; 578; 579 • 77 yi; 
Imperialism of ■ Cromwell ■, Rosoberyv:-; ,.- 
" on,- 561 ■’ 




r i: ;'vU'viffipos'«It>Jo' ; 'c6 iH6agtte3;fIiog6boiy:onV: 

y • • ' , 

:> =r:V Intlcpoilciont • VoicG;ah, ,iri politics, 



"kkb Prince of 

ViilO'^ti-i : T*'"iW#je8V : -.{Edward VII) 
V^^^V^&avcls' r in, -98 ; Rbsobery’s 
■^bbr 'ini 2$2 egq . ; a visit to 
suggested 

Rosebery, 214 

•5'" ; civKoirth* West .Frontier of (sec also 
’.Frontier' Question), 
',;' t;7j and the' occupation of Obit* 

l^V.vr:'’i v : l }^e'-'--xalj -Rosebery on, 503, 514, 
-'Rosebery’s visit to, 

;! V Vlndian find Colonial Exhibition, the 
.h^-,:l;^«.VyC-'tcipenlng'. of by tho Queen, 
'{v-;i’.V’R6sebory on, 264-5 
y(k:Inditih Mutiny, the, 98 
l^v^iiian tJrider-SecrbtaryBhip declined 
: *by Rosebery, 135, 140 
^Indians v In .the Mosquito Reserve 
450 <fc n. 

rv'dndiicct.Olaims (Alabama affair), 88 , 
;>f$y');-- ; Cf.V-89, 90 
0)' ; : dndn8, : .thb, 288, 280 
:' y ! Iiidustnal Schools and Reformatories 
/:?i*;iv Act;(l8D4), 63 
\ x : ; irtfemp/'ih6 (Dante), 192 
>, j '< In fyMemoricini (Tennyson), 373; 
■^/?;Af:%V4l ; 'i5osebery’s reference to, 371 
>.');Insc.ctsbi Cuba, SI 
^Interaational Congress on Shorthand, 
:'.V^C'4)*'pi'jyRbshbery!8 : Presidential 

';'i&torniitS6nal - Tribunals, Egyptian, 
bribery alleged concerning, 
& : -• ’ 
f};)toyemark,Rdsebery , &grou£e-shoot- 
V'/iJ y ;ing^at,' 329 357 



iJo^nihi ?;U64y^;;: ’u. 
|IpSn'iphi'-itbscbfcfy)sspecch.at{1887), 

’*•> -VAvr ' bk trelancL 300 V " • •' 



.'.speeches on,' 324, 325,, Tory ;. 
w- ■ abandonment 'of;' Rbsfebety/ 
; ' . on, 430’"; is a colony, Par-. : 
, null’s demand on* Rosebery 
on, 229 ; .'the 'Conservative - 
. Government’s Conciliation 
policy in, 230-1 ; attitudo >; 
on, of the Cabinet, in Juno 
1885, 241 ; a Royal Viceroy " 
‘ desired by, 254 ; secondary 
to foreign pontios, 261 
agitation in, over Parnell’s 
alleged letter, 323 ; Local ; 
Government for, Bill for, 
Rosebery on, 324, 325 ; 
Morley as Chief Secretary., 
for, 443, 444 ; Rosebery’s - 
attitudo to, and speeches 
on, 146-7, 169, 223 sqq., 
280-1, 300; 444, 514; 

scarifying Salisbury’s.' 'hos- 
tile ” Iroland saying, 390 ; 
the social revolution in, 
resignations duo to, 150-1 
status of, past and present, 
429 ; use in of thorougb r . ; 
bred horses, 94 

Irish character, the Irish It.M. on, 223, 
Irish Church Bill, Bishop, Thirl-; 
wall’s speech on, cited by 
Rosobery, 498 

Irish Control Board, Chamberlain’s 
scheme for, 223, 224; 226, ' 
340 / 

Irish Home Rulers in Parliament, 95" 
Irish Land Act of 1881, 141, 150-].' . 
Irish M.P.s in tho Houso of Com-- 
mons, dictatorship of. Glad- , 
stone on, 247, Rosebery on, ' 
642-3,retontionof, question 
of, 300, 324, debate on, 
195 & n. - 

Irish Peers, thoso opposing tho 
Union, 359; Rosebeiyls; 
appeal to, in 1890, 358-9 ' 
Irish policy of Chamberlain; 223,224, . 
226, 340, of the. Liberal 
Party, speeches' on, and 
Rosebery ’s let ter on , to The "■ 
Times* 574 ;■ of -Pitt;' Glad-,’;, 
stone’s wrath over, 347 




effect of ,131; 

.‘Irish' ReljeDion ,of 1798;i'GIa.dst6iie , s;" 

. V •' ahger m si)eahing of,,375 : ] 

. Irish Secretaryship, the, in 1884, 210..', 
Irish Uhivereity Education, Bill; for,) 

• defeated, 94-6 . : 

Irish* Volunteers, leaders of, 369 r-.p;,' 
Irish World, the/ 358. ‘O' 

Irving, Sir Henry, in Faust, '2 54' 
Isaacs, Sir Henry, Lord Mayor, 313,. 

. Ismail Pasha; Khedive, 162 ; ' tales : 
of, 293 sqq. 

Ismailia, Rosebery’s comment on, 
193 

Italian art, Rosebery’s view on, 50-1, 
62 sqq. 

Italian occupation of Rome, 55 
Italy, reunited, Rosebery on, 113 ; 

' Rosebery’s visits to,' see 
Naples, Nice, etc. 

Ivory, Sheriff Holmes, 140 


v v* u '■'yj t j.r) , -/.p y r ~ ii, yy . r i 

.Jewa'inTR^^^ 

t t'iJpaB/’rRoselberyis Einh.sdBriqiietyS. 

TV* nl.'/,YT t. ' il) £ < ' 



Jacobabad, visited, 289 
Jacobite Peerage,, the (Ru vigny), 
544 n. 

Jacobites of the ’45, Rosebery’s list 
of, 36G 

Jaipur, visited, 285-6 
James II, 6, 460 

James VI aud I, 2 ; and Whitehall, 
,,,613 

James, Sir Henry (later Lord James 
of Hereford), 210, 384 
Jameson, Sir Leander Starr, 636 ; 

>. ; . . : : . death' of, Rosebery’s letter 

■ i ' on; 565 • •; 

; Jameson Raid, the, 518; Austin’s 

\ lines on, 530'; Rosebery’s, 

, v /.view of , 565 ; the Conimis- ;. 

•V. v : ,:sion .on; and its . Report, 

, ; y 1 /Rosebery’s view on, 51S-19;) 

■ v- •;// Rosebery’s mistrust.of, and 
: p:u.pA. /‘Tcpiamonits on, 339 &n., : 540; 


-565 


/' Jamieson,. Auldr jo, 138. 

. Japan, ■ a last;, letter ". from, from 
\ %, .- // .Ohurohill; •496/7 ,: '.' ; ' ; : '- .<y :-d 

Jarciiue, Sir Robert; ar.p., 100 <*- 
Z Jqr<iy)iQlb yypy. \\y i? ;y 
is- Jennings , Sir .Patrick 


Jplmson president' Ahdrey^V2W/ : §;^ 
Johnson,.; Dr., ; ins' ,.)n';. : champibn- 



Johnson, 

Johnson, .. v . 

Johnson, William' . (later.. .Obry);> J4@;; 

• ; 51, 201 ioh/'Rpsebeiy’saSi. 

V • • •/ , . promise'‘at$t6jiyfi^;17,^- ) 6n^*3 
Rbsebery’s’Hitdrary^cffdrts 1 /;; 



6th Duke ;ofc GIeyelah^/.3'8r5l;i; 



Parliament (and/ J omt’jSif-;F|y; 
- - tings," ^the.Lan3'd6vme"Itop*\^ 

Jones, Inigo, :613; 

Joubert,M.,29i4 , ,/;;y-:;^^^/^^ 

Jowett, Pjrof<^qr'v,B.en}^t^^Sl5 # 7?“^ 
■ _ . / ,326, j ■ on ’^sehe^^s' 

uninttnnrif, in 1 R85.--220 ; OffY/.i? 



• Jubilees of iJtipen'Vicfona'In^.^Y^ 
1887,/ Rosebery’s 

; • . ; 

• 305 sggyjP^'ipCr^M^is/yp 

1897; 'Colonial :.Q6nforence 1 fat;.:t^‘p?|r| 

/ V-,„. ;tim6 of,. Rotehefy’s,' speech./)/ 
' / at,540 ;/Rys6lxny o>L550;tf/ i 



L*' ' ; * ’? ‘ ■. f ^ r vVn A no" ‘ -Q 5 : v. >■ ! r ■*-> -7 i . « 


;^;;^'^&Hfi|ite|i^89 ; :' l:; V :V-; yTiTVv ;; ; V v : 

r ^i-- ; T r .v? / \ ; r' : ?V'-'.' ; l 

-I. 1 •' 1 

r >'&fiV(?TiTo^:'-R6i;elMW’fi'BT>e6ob at. 304, ! 



! '' i -V;f!t.IColviri', Xjord;'5W."." : ./' 

-VjjMrnfelo^Vvniiy, 79,80 


; of Adelaide, ISO, 

i^mMEU Bath and Wells. 552 



v..W:\Keknmi; 668 ; Rosebery's successes 
^.^r^$v;'’ivitli/362-3'' v- 
Zi0$^int0G8;r*j:', r - 

lf3t^^J^;EleoUon : ,’!,tiie, Rosebory on, 


*<?$;?%. ^ 667^568, 571 
iV;|iRlialifa;;thc,:274\ .' - ' * 

.'ton ,1 • *„ii . 


;V iVKhartoum , 211; -' fail of, 216, 217, 
2l6 ,* ' rblief 'of, 232, 236 


,!-•_• f^lt^ylior Pass,' adventure' in, 288 


on Her- 
550 n. 

.J'.^l.^^mriiribam'Gaol, and, the Kilmoin- 
^iam^iicatyil5p, 223, 224 
1 ]V ;] Kimberley, -lst Earlbf,’K.G.,' 89, 200, 
M&£z% : ?-?28$i2SS, 318,' 375, 390, 405, 
WSzi rfMfyWj 448,687,612 ;' Im- 
'■'‘i 7 -'.’; i iperialiBinnf, 531 ; adieu of, 



450 ; as possible 

i-;3i-55V /k.^Tr;*" ’ vy-IilborJi 1 -;.\. dLetitlor in . the 


, i>,.^i^i^oscbei , y on, 374. 
A'' 7-' 7- •■'. 7 392*. - 1 7 ■ VinssOVlA . Primr 


possible- Primo 
,440' and , the 



rJSWiA'oii 1 the .Parnell' Com- 



on. 
Rule 


■620 r ;-. dentb' 58S : i<ii 

/■*..*. a" •’ «.i‘ .-'.i Kit A *Lt WiJ 





£ C?- ifjyCi, v*t4v ‘ \ ii 


y<u«,.352 

Kiiig’s Gpllege,'Oambridgo,,327( 32& Vj;- 
Ring’s Speech, , 1910,*. on- relations,;], V 
, between the two.Hoiises of .•„; 
Parliament, 6287 ' . : 

Kingsley, Rev,- Charles] 1J9, '326 V 
Kannaird, Lord, 648 /* " - V,V’’”V”; ■- 

Kiwtkij, 353 . •] ; V V] *]V 

ICirkwall, 511 4'V\"V* 

Kisbcr, 353 ! .V'V 

Kitchener of Khartoum, Pield-;. '■ >, 
Marshal Earl, and ■ ‘ the 
Pashoda affair, 555 ; Man-,’ ‘ ' v 
sion House banquet ]to,- 
Rosebery’s speech, , ,556 
peace negotiations ' by, ’;,;]] 
Rosebery’s suggestion on,j \p 
571 ; on the purchase' -of V : 'r; 
horses, Rosebery on, 550 ; 7y-f'- 
Rosebery’s suggestion 'of,..- V~ 
as Secretary of State - for ••. ,\.y 
War, 580 ; victory, of, .at :]] r 
Omdurman, 555, 556 j death 
of, Rosebery asked to write. V; 
tlio Life of , 651, . ' w 1 >■ ; • '• * 

Knights of the Hustle at Rosebery ’s-- 

memorial Horvice,; 657 • Va.\' ];(f. 
Knollys, iSir Erancis (later 1st Vis-];.; P; 

count), 120, 252] 400,’ 5837 
Kohat, visited, 289 "' ; vV 

Koh-i-noor, the, 287 A, V]- 

Konigsberg, associations of, ... withv... •]"• ■; 
Queen Louise, Rosebery: om>. 6> 
364 ■ ■ : VV ..-? -V 

Kruger, President, and the Jameson 

Raid, 518 j and the South}-]'; :'-;] 
African War, 560,. 565, : V, 
ultimatum of, 564, ■- ' iV 


Labovcherb, Henry, udC] ;348,;408 • f- fffi 
republicanism of ,.251 252 V]]F; 
399, the-Qudch’s views :bh/;'.v.-.7C‘ 
252, 391, 451,: ‘•'rehttions'b’f 
with tbe-3^AM5P^,'i25^’ tf tSV{' 
wish of, to.be made'aii, irlsh':'»' ’ v ' ! - 


■ - Privj* Xbnncillor, 302; 'aiid, ';: '] V- 
- • • • on’Paim!^arid‘t'hQ : .Ton(»5n]i.;;;-v''';;t 





• . on Rosebery, in Parliament 
. and in Truth, 424, . '499, . 

“ ■ ; ' 520 n.; parliamentary, tac- 
tics' of , '272 ; desire . of , for 
a diplomatic .post, 406 sqq ./ 

• 1 , Bill proposed by, to allow. 

surrender of ■ Peerdom, 
408 ; amendment moved 
by, on Reform of the 
House of Lords, the fall of 
tbe Government in 1894 
, ' caused by, 445 

Labouchere, Sirs., 252 ; efforts of to 
assist her husband, inter- 
views with Rosebery on, 
407,408/410 

: Lacaita, Sir J ames, 296, 327, 546 
Ladas, the first, racing career of, 43. 
47, 349 <fc 350, 351, 470 
. • Ladas, tho second, • success of ' in 
. 1893, 434, hopes of, 446, tho 
' Derby won by in 1894, 

. •/ 470,634, 669, later career of, 

496, 668, naming of, 6C8-; 
... 1 at stud, 671 

> 1 Lado, 423 ' 

“ Lady A.” and the Turf, 49 
Lady Audley, 350 
Lady Caroline , 352 . 

' La Merveille, success of, 352 
La* Source, Chateau of , 72 ' 
/Lafayette, Marquis do, and Washing- 
/ ton, 76 

Lahore, visited, 287, 289, 290 
Lamb, Sir Archibald, 19 & n. 
y . Lambton, 43, 349 
. Lamington, Lord, and Siam; 424 
/ Land Law (Ireland) Bills, Rosebery’s 
/. . , ‘ ' . support of, 145-6 

y Land, League, the, 147 ' ■ , * 

'. • Land Nationalisation, Rosebery on, 

. yr . 622 ; , ' . _ . ■ . .. . 

• ' v Land Nationalisation League,.; the, 

1 -' t . *• i ’ V "■* ’ ntid ’4 Ln D -11 /I /v/vf* 1 OAQ_'l ft .'*• 


.Angld-Rrenchagrcementrof^f 
1904; 580. ? TOffc nf * W 7 *-& 


■//. Rosebery’s friendship with// 
■/•y;354/’dn>/61ie/?Bud^fc , S:dfiv ; i; 
. 1909-10, 624 / onE/Prim// 
-■ ' Y. /’•''.dose’s ‘deaiili7;2§3^Ydri^OT^ 
' /fcioipatidn (/o^th^/CqiutJ/ 
. ,m'ander-in r 01iief ; ’imd4iiat'e^,-’-’/ 
■ 567; : pn:;-; Reform /;of/ the// 
; House of Lords (19^10)^ 628//;;? 
Lansdowne-Wolseley ’ BquUbble/dho,-ii/ 
on -War Office adminLtr// 


Lansdowne House; Rqsebery’s^hrV/ 


LaseeUcs,.Sir.I;ranlc; ; 270'/.£;//'Y; 

Last Supper, ’the’- by .ilAohardd-’d^/'',, 


Law/; 
Law ] 


Lawley, I 
Lawrence 
Laxford, ! 


LeconfieldYLady.-dLad^/pqhsthnfee/K 

i.PidnhftseJ/-^ 

/• 365, 370* 421/498/052/056,^ 

Lecoxifield,'--L6i^hi2&'H.^'i904!'deatn^i 

' : 0f> 611;\;/.Y///Y??://*.y,// 

Lecorifield,.Lordand LiSdy,' dc'athbf.A 
\ -their dide^; ? SonY^9p/M98^ 
. _ Xy ] a^doLayomgers0:m:Xti0^ 

Y; ; * ■ 

Lecturer, 350 . /t//////;"/ •/; 'Y /Y'/jf 

T Yi. ' * : ci. -AY Yl 'Xt : -T> "«+ *' *1 ( X 


' ’ ,yA “ ; i®^}0^1^jrf., Gromtaprcbj.'Kose- 



r.v iC'Lo i iy.‘:?t>$&4. 


■}>^j.^giipT^^jaig^mis • leaving, Rose- 

iVwl *?* **.'*<»''* 'K«S'prrVvr» . A57 :• . . , 1 


■'•■'•i'tfyj f?-r&-’i-^?ybn#.637; 


Tv ; . 

&hcl bls.wifc, 79-80 

. J-C. ' . 

jl: AfeniiPXi lib’dy Algernon, 651 

Rosebery’s inter* 
2.98, 404 

Belgians, two 
423-4 ; and the 

447:,' : 

;.^;;-J^a f Ch4rm'cttey; ; 72 ... \ . .. 
TC^fjfiiCHifmieeDsBOB of , 351 
;^|‘^3K%4 s ! Sir .George Gornowall, 44.6, 477 


i ?> P 9 }W ,‘(106 sgq. ‘ 

'^^lbetal.Imiiorial Council, the, forma- 

•■iff ' Li l^era if. /and ’/Irish- Parties, mutual 
T^^f'ff^/X^x^nahhco. :of in 1896, 
yvRnsebery.-On,' 621 ' 
fc)0Lin<iftLIgttdereliip in; the House of 

*5,4 — • - T --.Z'-tl" 1 sui i. 1 : • v 1 •' 



>;;-4<-;y^;373r4, ■.. '392, '394 aqq., 398, 

, ; v . • 

£ ^Liberal ‘Xjttgue’, :; the," '. birth and his- 


S^^^F i ? i H;‘>- ; tPt3 r ioi, : '574r4>i''678-9,h83, 
*- "‘ 4 ' • V6S7i <'592i f 690, : 6l7, . 633 • 


$£%'t i'?--M':'R&6b<3 ry’s a .. Free ; . . Trade 
®*» 578'|- secessions 

///InbpVal meetings addreEsedby Rose-, 
'.ife '/h.hpW-iW tssr, '’ 9 AA - 


;& ySjMl^’bbety'.iji 1885,244 s , inScdt-. . .. .- 476 £{ 7 ?.. 493-i/ : ''V'-'i ; v?> ~V : 

**W!’ ' Li fe '&#M{Stonhopof, IS jln^Sj 


d '/'feared break ri pof ,'ial 8 85, ' ■: •/ 

/'£ .216 ; effect/ on,^ of' RaraplPs ’\£ 
.-•"/. ’ ;■>; manifesto/, 231 th'Vii;': unity. 

,'vf -; in, .: Rpsbbery’B. plea .’ for - 
. • { 1885), 247 .;/ and tho Round / ■; 

' ■ Table Conference; 281, 297;;' ;'//, 
position of, in 1895, 611',; '!; . 

' the two sections of, -680-1; 
dissensions in, in 1901, 570, ; 
573; attitude to, of King’ 
Edward VII and of some of ’ 
ins Household, 583 ; future. ' / 
of, Rosebery’s forecast of, ■ / 
596 ■ ■ ~h. 

Liberal -Unionist Party, birth of, ,. 

229 

Liberal Unionists, the, Rosebery’s ■/' 
warning to, 300; comments 
on, .298, 509, and appeal - - . 
to, 669 . , ' 

Liberalism and Liborty, twinship of, V, 
Rosebery on, 623 . 

In practice, U.S.A., 77 ■ / ’ V 

Of Rosebery’s political views, 84 . V 
Liboration Society, tho, 676 
Liberty and Property Defence//- . 

League, the, 386 .■,.,;*| 

Libraries, Rosebery’s interest in and- 7, ’ 
speeohes at, 642, 645-6 ... / 
Lichfield, tho Johnson • bicentenary. V;.^, 
at, Rosebery’s speech /at, >. /■ ■ 
481, 485-0, 652: i'X-j K’fKf'i 

Lichtenstein, Prince and Princess/..'/ 
(Miss Fox), 37 n. ■: 

Liddell, Dean, 42 . '• 

Liddle, Joseph, Rosebery's faithful 

butler and friend, 667 <0 n. )/, 
Lieven, Princesse do, 100 ..•//.'"' /V 

Life of the 4th Earl of Aberdeen (La'dy 
Frances Balfour), 192 nf. f 
Life of Gladstone, by liforley, cited, - - J 

140, el alibi ' ' , - /■■ '\'/;VvK 
Life of Lord Randolph Churchill 

Rosebery, .475, 497, ■C02/>./- ; ';;>V 
Life of Lord Ealisbvry (Tr3ili),'479/ ;/-// - ,// 
Life of Manning (Phreell), RoseWry’S '■?:£?$ 
■. estimate' of, ed^ : ’-F ,• 

Life of Piil, by Rosebery, 475, : -602;'';-;/i‘:-/ 

nriin Trine • * -ftTr'bi.L! .’lv* 



V ‘fk <,V v i - - C ■ 
X; Vy v t*A ■ « v ; 
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Lipari 


, ‘Life of : Sir , Henry , GdmpbelVBdriricr- 
>. ‘~'r.:‘:wwi (Sp6nder)/.x t ofoire(i'‘td, 

" -: <h J \ - 60S : ; v .-; -y ?y ;V :y \ 

.'Life Peerages Bill,' Rosebery’s, wo- 
! ,-Moni on) debate on, 319, sqyl, 
i dropping of, 'Rosebery on, 

. • • •■ 323, 345-6 : ; . 

Life Peers, question of , Rosebery on, 

■ • . 199,-322, others on, ;2O0 

; Ligny, battle; of, 317 
Lincoln, President, -74 , . 

Lincoln, Rosebery’s Free Trade 
. 7 speech at (1904), 1579 
: Lincolnshire, Marquess of, 120, 121, 
218, 604 

Lincolnshire Handicap, wonbyRose- 
-• bery with Controversy, 351, 

■ •with Tovchet, 352 
Linlithgow, Marquess of, and his 
family, 634 

Linlithgow, 59 ; Lord-Lieutenancy of, 
offered to, at first declined 
by, R-osobery, 85-6 ; Rose- 
bery’s speech at on the ac- 
cession of Edward VII, 603 
Islands (Insular /Bolides), 
193 & n. 

Lister Memorial, Glasgow, unveiling 
- J : of by Rosebery, 648 

Liverpool, 128 ; Gladstone’s speech 
at, on Armenia, 518 ; Rose- 
bery’s speeches at, on 
Naval expenditure, at the 
Reform Club, 214, on paci- 
fication in South Africa, 572 
d> n., others, on Ireland, 574 
. Local affairs, Rosebery’s interest in, 
604-5,607,646 

Local Government, Rosebery on, 183; 
Scottish yearning for, 164, 
223 

Local Government (Ireland) Bill 
(1888), Rosebery on, 324, 
325 

Local Government Board (Scotland) 
Bill, 171, fate of, 174 
Local option, Hnrcourt on, 511 
Lockwood, Sir Prank, 665 ; a sketch 
. of Oliver Cromwell a-racing, 

1 ■ '• 471 ; death of, 55 1 

Loco Club) founded by Rosebery, 665 
Loder’s Club, dinner given by, to 
•) Rosebery as Premier, 472 4b n. 



.'<■ •> ,-in 1898,- -554-5 •lustbfy'pfj^iv) 

• '• 1 . ' ' lecture ion by Besanty'533 ; %ir- 
opehhpaces.'in/kecuriiif ofyXX 
>• Rosebery. >on&410. Ji’tll-bsS-r ?' % 
K 'bery’s -interest -iCih/ 73 25,;" 


Rosebery’S '^dH5y:-Ibif,'i38Li:^ 


London County Oouncii;-:thej : :'43i:';'i;;t. : 
Rosebery’s association .ivith,--)-’- 1 . 
31R .355, 36p, 384/410^11^:^ 
475 ; liis chair m a h sh ips; ; J ‘ } 
thereof, 33R .,383) b3S5?;y§0 
395 ; Rosebery’s eominontsy;’:^; 
and speeches off, .346,' 554’iSi 
and defence of; againbuy.”-' 
hostile criticism, 3S4 j Urgeiyc 
by Rosebery i to found 
Historical Lepartm<mt,'633/y} 
as Education Authority, 1914, : y 
Rosebery’s speech ;pn‘-4he:;;jy| 
Council’s new duty, 647..,:,\|-;>i 
Improvements Committee of) Rose-: v)| 
boxy’s foresight on,. 334 y;.-;'t'i'; : 
as Licensing Authority ,)first';me6t>-,y;( 
ing of, Rosebery’s speech at) . he 
335 , . 

Lunatic asylum of, -at , Epsoihv. yy 
Rosebery’s protests :.c6hi;j J X 
corning, 61S- : ivr 

Progressive majority of, address/';'; 
from, to Rosebery) andlhe i;/;; 
repiy, 446 , .. 7." 
Representation of, at Lady Rose- •"));: 

bery’s funeral,- 369 • iv‘ *?& 

Rosebery’s speeches at. and on be- 

half of, 330, 336/ 384, 385:. X0: 
654-5; on re-election ias' y 
Chairman, 336; on non: 7; 
political caudidatuxcs '/for ); ;; 7 
the, 385; on- mdopend-.;/v; 
ence of the, from 
politics, 330 •-„//. 7 7 
London Lay Training Coflege, Rosey;-’ 
bery’s speech at, 613 7 > X'XtX 
London Topographical Society, Rose-). hk 
bery’s speech at, on .White.--..', :, 
hall Palace, 613 ‘)f 2)'. ‘d 

London University, Rosebery’sy) : 

Chancellorship .,hfyT1.902)>^ 
612, and -views /on, 499- 
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H?^il^b^;(>Eftrfi' v <»a' 'Reform of the 
i-?«S^^(;^^dnra A of.'Lord8, ' 630 ' 
5{fi'i$l6pmtpb isiahU),'35,' 52 
■V,i^,'V;i#otEian^ ; 9tli: i Mafducss < 



:'; : Jr Jjbt^>XYl;;CXCCUtioa. of '■ 421 
|:^f^iiis:Pjffligpd^Iung' of’ tJio French, 

an !«.•.'■ '> . • • 

^t.»V -; 1 . «t*1 !*’»•»» i., f^y.i , X • 

jyL^raiso^;:) ; Qu^_eii r^of ErtJssia, * ono of 
Kf{4^iii?^fe’-lloS6l)e^ ,, 6 special 'heroines, 

/Viy/ Do v$t£,Sl mpnjLord,7 ' '* _ ;• ; " . 

i>\>- ’ 

(later 1st 

r^afj'^'^- v^^ht^lierbrooko), 38 
^iS^^5^^» : ?a\W‘**Speo.icQE (later, Vis- 

?, At * 1 ,* * : . /'<*'<. Z'lr .VtJI . . // _ .1 . . « ,- 
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Vyv^/hv-i ./-f rAtebig^)';- and "the' L.O.C., 
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,’ Lyon in. MourniiiQ,- T^€, 18/ ";V t£ ?■■'- 
j Lyons; Lord, 267 j 268/ /./ T • rVyy't 
Lyttelton, “ the bad/Lord,*’ .615//; l 
Lyttelton, Hon, Allred, '221 / Vs , • ./ ;/' 
Lytton, Lord, novels of;.; 487 '/ ' 

1st Earl of, 367 • '/- •• 


-Maamteaska dobato, the, 228 ■ j , 1 / 
Mamroni y inmo us siro, 35 1, 352. 
MacOarthy, Justin, 253 
Macaulay, Lord, 20 n., 27, 71, 110, 
317 ; Essay of, oh Pitt, 476 ; , 
Essays of, Rosebery on 
their influence on hiih, 
13-14,61 

Macclesfield Election, 149 '“•, ;" 

McLaren, Duncan, 154 • 

Macleod of Macleod, Rosebery’s meet- 
ing with, 303 

Macleod, Miss, memories of, 393 , / > 
Macquarie Harbour, 178 
Madeloy, Earl of, death of, 656 .• , , ; 
Madrid, Rosebery’s visits to, 388, 516 
Maes Howe, Itunio inscription of, 611 
Magheramorno, Lord, 334 A 

Mahdi, the, 191 

Maher, Danny, jockey, Rosebery’s 
care for, 666 • ,. • • ' '% 

Maiden Stakes, won by Rosebery. 

with The Teacher r 350 . ’. 
Majuba Hill, 564 .'. * .. • y ; 

Malet, Sir Edward, 234 <k «., 263 ■'. '■ - 
Malmesbury, 3rd Earl of’ 89 cfc n . y '; 
Malta, the Fleet at, 610.; Rosebery. 

on Iris visit to, 283-4 / ■-, 

Malthusianism, Rosebery oh, 245 / > . 
Malwood, a visit to, 329 J, ?-.• :h 
Manchester, Duchess of (bom - von 
Alten, later Ikushess /•.’of - 
Devonshire), and . the .Turf,- 
49 . 

/Manchester, Duchess ' of " : . (born 
Yznaga), 114,.284. /.^/.-y-; 
Manchester, 7th Duke 'oi,-2Si‘;'SE;t'}. 
Manchester, Rosobery’s speeches y ht '■ 
on Free Trade , at;, the: Free.! 
Trado Hall, 541y2,' ahd iqh ; 
s.‘‘ 1 ; the 'Parliamefit.Rill;'; 642 //’; 
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Manhattan Club, prices at, 66 ■ • ' Mary, "Queen of Scots? 22-3^30.7-ifvV ; 

Manning,- Cardinal, "94 ; and Papal' ; Massingham, 

. Infallibility, 52; and Im? . Masson; Professor,;. bis portrait/ i 


perial Federation, 313 ; 

P urcell’s Life of, Rosebery’s 
estimate of, 604; on Rose- 
bery’s .Life of Pitt , 477 
Mansion House meetings, Rosebery’s 
speeches at, on the claims 
of the South London Tech- 
nical Institute, 327 ; in 
support of the Gordon Col- 
lege, Khartoum, 556 ; on 
- Imperial Federation, 313-14 
Manuel, King, Rosebery’s letter to, 
on the death of do Soveral, 
653 

Mar and Kellio, 12th Earl of, and his 
wife, 634 

Mar Lodge, a visit to, 557-8 
Marathon, murder at, of Fred Vyncr, 
55 <5 7i., 56 <5 n., 121, Rose- 
bery’s visit to the site of, 
377 

Marchand, Major, at Fashoda, 555, 
556 

Marco, 670 

Margaret Fuller, life of, by Mrs. 
Howe, 189 

Marie Feodorovna, Empress of 
Russia, 40 c& n. ; at Ment- 
more, 640 

Marienburg, a visit to, 364 
Marjoribanks, Lady Fanny (Lady 
Tweedmouth), 392-3 
Marjoribanks, Henry Edward (see 
also Tweedmouth, Lord), 
393, 437, 441, 472 n„ 507, 
580 

Marlborough, the great Duke of, 5 
Marlborough House coterie, the, 120, 
121 

Marriage with a Deceased Wife’s 
Sister, Bill for, 489 ; Rose- 
bery’s support of, 56 . 
Marschall von Bieberstein, Baron, 
./ Bismarck’® successor, Bis- 
; , marck on, 362, 363 n, 

/Marseilles, 193, 638 . 

Marshall, W. G.,472 w, \ • 


Masson; Professor,;.Ws'pprtrait; ; 'and);: 

• Roseberyla tribute to i himr'; 
- • 544-0 

Matches made by RosVber ^/350,>351- ; 
Maurititia , and : , Sir • John ,/ /T’ppO 
■ Hennessy;.301jvy ■■ ’4. : .y, -7://| 

Maximilian, Emperor; 635^-rV 
Maxwell, Sir William Stirling, .60 -j&H 
Mecca (Burton), 284, - : . ~\ff„ 4V V V&l 
Mediterranean Sea,- the, 193 • 

Mekong Valley frontier Question, 425.:. 
Melbourne, Viscount) 9 
Melbourne, Victoria, buck-jumping/' 
at, 179 ; Rosebery’s ; • /visit:; 
to, and speeob.es at/;.i77i-; 
181 sqq. ; a wedding and a 
banquet at, 178-9 V/A;/'-y-4 
“ Memoirs of his .Own Tinib ? 4(Rose- ; y 
bery) begun at Eton, ; 20: : h, ; 4 
Memorial Hall, Farringdon.; Street);/ 
Rosebery’s L.0.0. Election/; 
speech at, 330 /. I* 

Menam river, French ‘gunboats in,'/ 

425 • ■' '/ V‘ 

“Mendacious Club,’,’ ..the, 4of . Kewh 
York, 69 ' YvYYi'Y/Y 
Mentmore, 116-17, 241). 258, 277;'* 
348, 373, ' 404,- 47 4,1/558, 
632, '633; /. /guests-*/ ;';at;j; 
Royal and other, .439; -215, z 
243, 25.7, 262, 376, .520, 535, - 
573, 640, 641,; - Rosebery’s- 
stud at, 616, 668) 670,/671, : /; 
sales of yearlings and cplts./ 
from, 353-4,)668 : / 

Mercat Cross,; Edinburgh;/ Glad- 
stone’s restoratiqn.:pf,/.552 : / 
Meredith, George) Rosebery /cm) 347): 
Merton College, Oxford) 35;^, ///''/ o/;v 
Messina, visited, 563..///.; ' Y 
Methodist Million Fund)-/ Rhodes’/ 
gift toy 614 /. YYY'Y'Y?; 
“Methods of barbarisni;’?) unlucky/ 
phrase used by. Campbell-: . 
Bannerman, 569;;573/./;.)//n 
Metropolitan . Board - of.' Wprlcs/.tlie,'. 1 
. 231, 326, 330, ) 331;/ 332, 
•'./'. 337 ; the end:ofy333-Y. 
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Montrose, Duchess, of; 634 


c;iM3lothiaJi’t!6o^,jSc^uts,'-.Kpso'ber'y’s Mont-rose, 5th Duke of, .634 <b ii'. : 
3^^»'^ViBpi!epii6B'-to;'647 . • ' Montrose, Marquis of , 2 A : •• 


Artillery Voluri- " Russian despatch* 272 
4 44;; ;;'i:'-i%'tcors; - : 'i-Bo3obery’s prize- Morley; Arnold, m.p.,'394, 403 

S'v giving’epecbh .to, .608 . Morley, 3rd Earl of , 46 & 84, jp6 ; '4 y 
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Mflatijyisils to, 103, 327, 376, 383 
^ClbsaifeeysBalphJ 557. - - 

^flhldmay; Sir Henry St, John (1814), 

^ *'• ■ • 

■ ilillionaires; Ambricnn and English, 
,-''H°Bpbery on, 72, 73 • 
V^MWei^‘; ; Vi8pdfint;.-2lS,'-220, 466, and 


375, 378, 406, 437, 501, 

502, 531, 535,, .551; &?}'?:£, 
and the St'. ' James's' 


ftvr^dd'^tthe; South African War, 

^,j;i:V{ 4 lfl 56 Q; 60 ' 5 -JJ,A 71 : 


- MililnC'd/Sir Fmlerick.472 n„ 634 


;:■£ ’r^^jHosel/cry^ -career, 18 <G n. 
^•Minid;’;4tKEarI of, 555.- \ • 
;|;MirdmaV;'b.!T?xsit-td, 635 ■ • 
l^is^ldni^%-^oscboiy, 481-2 
jw(Ss;' 35 I •/ v r »/ • 

^fcSponge’g Smarting Tour (Snrtecs ), 

•: - . ;■ 

^;.511fcchel.l.:';L{brflry;,-;niaggow', • Rose- 
U y^jsery's .'.opening 'speech at; 

■ . ■ 

Sfr,#SHiam^ 21 &, • 

•gMpIyntsiix Stakes,. 1879, yon byltose- 
|;^4 i ;V.;h6ryrnth : iBK»«nwto, 352 
I^KtohasfeFiotofe' . HyanzA.. railWy, 
iodriWd; Hgan3 ? *i; railway 4 • v .* , 
> ^^dHa»«4/E^]fentd%' : Rpsel)ery' in, 


Hall Meeting (1892), i 384 ; . '■> 
and Labouohere, 407, 408-;;/;;. :'- 
and . his post in. 1804;';.: 
443, 444; and- Bu’dgetVof.- S 
1894, 466 df'n . ; and Hbhie 
Rnlo, unseated;' in' .•i895;.v;'f,;. 
511 ; and retirement, 557, ; : i 

658, a cheque from Carnegie 
rccoived by, 347 ct- n., and .4 1 ; , 
the South African War, .■ ■?* ' 
'566 ■ ' .A',;, 

Books by,. 475, sec also Lifc jof : 

Gladstone • ’ ‘ \ ‘ 

Character of, 404 '■ • . , - Vt-V'/- 

Relations of, with . Rosebery,; / - 
144, <€* n., et alibi ; urgency 
of, to persuade Rosebery!-' 
to join the .Government;.'; 
1892, his letter, and; visit',:; 

• 391, 396-7 : A - • x 

On the epigrammatic man, ; 661 • 

on Rosebery -as-, a ^‘ dark ' ,;; 
horse.” 631 • 'on-..T?<-ist>iicrv’H 


' horse,” 631 ; oh.Rosebery’s.-d’rf^ 
“ predominant '' . partner ”;; 
speech - ••^1894),, ,44^*4 4 on.;- V’'!;' 
weariness dfqmktica; : 243A 
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' '.Mpu^htor '^Paslia, 273 s,- i - 

Moulton, Jfle'tcher, later Lord Moul- 
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-/ . ori,:297...rfi %^spe^EVat,vdii*-*%^. 
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Mourning, customs, change in, 413 - ‘^e'thodsi';;bf:;.Ear,barism H^vS':' : 

■' Mull of Cantire, the, 393 569. , H... . 

■ Mundclla, Rt.„Hon. A. J., M.r., 155 Manchester meeting of yRpscbiayffl2 : 2' 

. •■Mundifc -Derby winner, 43 :epeecli'^a^,.:<in^tbe^S6iiaMC'^^ 

• Munich, visited, 348 and. the! .maintehahco.; : bf. : 3* 

>Muiiioipal Collectivism, Rosebery’s -Empire* 237 vyr'i- •:;$%- 2*22 

■ attitude to, 555 Navarino, battlepf,.26226i22222'2 

Murray* John, on Literature, 606 Naval expenditure, Rosebery Pn, 214.. 


. Murray, Sir George, Rosebery’s Navy Estimates of i893-42&l&ra2’ ; 2- 
' ’ . • private secretary, 500, 607, over, letters*; debates iand 

;•■ ,* ”508 } confidence in, 654 discussions on, ; !435 %^v \Vl’f' ; €i' 

Music Hall Licences, Rosebery on, Neil Gow, Rosebery’s .successes ; witE2 : ' ! 2'^ 

■ 335 670 ' 222222222 


; • 6c bn, Neville, Rather, 356 \ . vY; J;~222-22 

■ Mycenae, Schliemann’s spoil from, New Caledonia, Ansfcmlia^ 
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. . > .bery, 475, 582, 601-2 
.Napoleon III, Galliffet on, 317 
. Narcis-sa, success of, 353 


New York, .Roseberyfe 

. friend in - 66, 175.y iAK. 


> ■ aniry, 669, with Cicero, Newcastle, Nosebery’s^.Free^urade :y. :i 

. ; ; 670,;with>Pnfc, 670 speech^, \5792{. 

• /-Natibnal EatEtoek Club, Rosebery’s Newcastle Liberal. u 01 ub j . : Rosebcry/sy,-y 
.222 y !: speech to {1903), G05 - - \ , speech at-, on Ireland, 280-l; ; yJ 

; .f National! 'Insurance,, •'Rosobory on, Newcastle . Pro^ammoV^^'e/yRose'rtyy';* 
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affair, the,450-l,802 <fr n„ 
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\V;|K|^,;-visife 50 .7 -■ 

f';i| -t^obolns .11; Emperor of 1 Russia; re* 
i-% 5 f \Vi& : ■■ abripi; of, Rbsobery on, 556 
NichoNpny/Geiiernl Jolin, 287, . 

^ f^'I^So^ie^viTencli' action in; "502 f .; 



>cr Nile Question' 
..- ,.; Jnshoda), raniifi- 

^,^i&=ciatibns. bt ti i41\s<jq;, eQ2S ; 
odes’s’Mews'on, 014 ■ 
Scottish, 5 

S'-’W^Obooforfflistibleaders,' a meeting 
189(5, ";52l • . Vc. • /. . 
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vb r ^?btbbroolt,Ust Earl': of^ 123;- 22’iv. 

>^3T7?‘29S, • sor^v. :»ml ^ 

f »vr Report of, 


iNorfheatoy Kfc; , Jiono-bir f Stariom ;,J 
••-“■ /:; • 7 l '(biter .Earl ibf : IddesIoighJi'.^ 

•X:;7'.v5\-'.‘140/‘'l^ &£>•’£ 

■), ; 7 Rosebery, and -the . ripbsic , 1 
•’; .'■ 130-1, 134; yofe'''.pf-'c6ii-;-, ' 
V ' -.sure mOTed : 'by;'222; 
Nbrthey, 3£r. and 617 |Ky;„ 

Northumberland. ,7th "Duke ;bf,>31> • 

, 7 34 ::& , «.-•• ." on Rosebery’s';:; 
' - . . action -.and- the Parliament w 

■/ Bill, 644’ 7 

.Northumberland Plato, the, ;w’dn liy.'' . 

Rosebery xdtb . S’hc < Snail ;'■■■ 
■ ■ 351 ■ " : , * '•/; :V 

Norwich, Rosebery's speech at, oti 
. * Ireland; 342 - ' • 

Nuhar Pasha," 293, 294, 295' f ' y ' X /: 
Nuremberg visited, 34S ■, "': 

Oaks, the,. 350, G68, 669 ; •■ won by ■; 
Rosebeiy with Bonnie Jea n , 
'353 - 

Oates, Titus, 103 
Oban, 393,511 • •; 

Oceana (Broudo), 314 \ .' , /' . :• h -.yr:' 
O’Connell, Daniel, 230 V ’ X^i 

O’ Conor, Sir N., 563 ' 

Oil development in Egypt, "293 ;f 
Rosebery on, 273 ' ; 7V 
0ke8, Provost, 328 • " ; li.v.X 

Old Edinburgh- Club, Rosebery’s r '; : ; 

speech at, on that city, 645- 
Old Sfan Plain, a dust-storm oh, 177- 
Oliphant, Laurence', ’82 ■ ■'.•■>’ 7- •.. '■ s y I . ; 

Omaha visited, 1757 
Omdprman, battlo.of, 5657" 7 • 

One Thousand Guineas, the, 352 ; . 

. . •:■ won- by Rosebery - with’ 
Ohelandry , 669- and' with 7. 
■ To»tcZ«4e,'670 "i;- "'77-/7 

Onesimus, a sermon on, 534 ’/ ’’ , V"':' - 
piislow, 4th Earl of, 200 U- nl : :. : ';7" iy 
Open spaces, Rosebery on, 410, 440 tp/T 
: Opposition, the; in 1900, 568 t ;-■> ;>■■ ■ : ’ f ' 
.Oratory in Parliament, Rosebery: oh/ ; ' ; " 

563 ' - .v - [% 

Orlmey Islands, visited, 511,- '.7 yyi/'K 1 ; 
Orleans, Duke of, 387 ,"77, 7 . v / 

Osborne, 258 ; royal reeqhraliations 

at (1889), 345 p: a summons- r' 1 
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. O’Shea, Captain," divorco - case -’of ^ 
;■ .' ' 342 - . 

O’Shea; Mrs.', on Parnell; 224 , 

Osman Digna, 237-, ”i . V; ' 

Ostend, 363 •.., •• ; ' ■ ■ . *\- . - • 

Overstone, Lord, 73 ; ■" /■ : 

Owen, Mr., 40, 61 • •• , - ’ ' 

Oxford and Asquith, Earl of, see 
Asquith : ' 

Oxford University, 326 ; Ohaneellor- 
ehip of, 612-13 ; Rosebery 
' at, friendships and con- 

temporaries at, 34 sqq., 39, 
40, 472 db n, absence of, from 
the Union, 42 ; amusements, 
driving and racing, 42 sqq . ; 
tho end of his time there, 
44 ; gossip at, Salisbury on, 
68 ; the hunting set at, 35 ; 
his tutor’s hopes, 40, 61 ; 
the “ statue ” row at, 44 
Oxonian , successes of, 362 


Pad wick, Mr., 92 
Pagensteeher, Ur., oculist, 611 
Paisley Liberal Club, Rosebery's 
speech at, 228, 244 
Palairet, 0. H., 19 
Palermo, visited, 55, 637 
Pall Mall Gazette, the, 255, 304 ; 

and the Russo-Afghan 
troubles, 236 

Palmerston, Viscount, 124, 190, 219, 
237, 495 ; slander on, 20 ; 
foreign dislike of, 130 ; 
death of, 38 

Palmerston, Viscountess, 11 
Pansa, — , Italian Ambassador, 58S 
..Papal Infallibility, 52 
Pam&fl m > 350 

Parados/in 2 ,™ m cv of the Gimcrack 
Stalce& 350 

Pa radox, pedigrePxP^ > 352 
Paraffin , 350, 352 
Paramatta, s.s., 188 
Paris, Comte do, 267 
Paris, Comtesse de, 387 , 

Paris, Rosebery’s visits to X*4" „°^ e 


secede, Zig-ifefni 

Parliament Act; >. the;: yS^^andy^* 


of,' 120, 193-4, '32)6 348 ' 





378, 388, 605, 534, \P 5 ’ 
637 ; - the Rothschilds\°L 
116; siege of, Rosebery m3?’ 

57 Ss 



' ^pirae’s/CiSO^l;-^ 

• 'speecteaVon^;.^n^'-yMoss&,ge 
■■ /on); to. the'; 
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Cabinet seat, 153 ; death 
of his grandmother, and of 
his groom, 162-3 ; political 
position of, in 1883, 167 ; 
at Sandringham {see also 
that head), and at Birming- 
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offered to, in the second ;,: 
Coalition Government; 651 j ; *'? 
last years of, . solaces .'.of; . 
655 sqq. ; . death, of, -burial ; 
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.Character arid, characteristics, 
"•'..'.•V aloofness, 'reserve, shyness 
' and love of-solitude, 13, 36/ : 
V '-' 39, 42, 60, 67, 240, 290, 

; • ■ 7 331, 372, 373, 393, 633, 

v 637, 659, 661 <& n,, 665 ; ; 
analogy of, with whales and 
■ ; . sharks, 499-500 ; artistic 

• ; ' leanings,' 52 ; ’ attitude of, 
to “ the simpletons,” 600 ; 

. • ’ 'brilliancy and charm, 115, ~ 
/ 166, 256, 331-2, 667 ; 

cluhbableness, 68-9 ; com- 
petence, in French, 363; 
■conscientiousness, 658-9; 
\y. ' “ conspicuous ability,” 57; 

•. 7 contrasted with Glad- 

•' - ‘ , / stone, 126 ; conversation, 

•83;; delight in exposing 
anomalies, 97 ; distaste for 
public life, 39, 41-2, 168, 
.222, 394 egg., 402, 422, 442, 

. • 1521, 691, 659 el alibi ; esti- ! 

mates of, 20,-21, 40, 173, 
\ , .249, 457, 658, 661, by him- 

" . .-self, 586 ; fastidiousness, 

18 ; fickleness, rumoured, 
211; gaps in his intelleot, 
*666 love for nightingales, 

'■ 1533, 657 ; nervous irrita- 

• V v - * bility, 13, 372; pride, his , 
' ' • own comment on, 659 ; 

: ^relations of, with h is chil- 
dren, 378, 413, 414, 421, 

; '■ '".473, 600, 534, 610, 611, 

, ■' ‘631 sqq., 650, 651, 656 ; and 

riiV " ' "with their husbands and 
. .'. wives , 633 ; re] ations o! , with 

■ ; -employees, 657 <& n., 666 ; 

religious aspects, 15, 16, 24, 

• ■ > y ,, -64-5, 421,443, 534, 535, 632, 

663, 664-5; resemblances in, 
t ’/■ /to Fox, 332 ^ romance, in, 
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^;;:;;'; ; '-tiveness^ .134, ' 600, 520;; 
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'• 376; 383 ■ k alibiy see^l46'-w- : i 
‘ Naples, Yachting, under 
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vv‘;l,. ;///'•/ v 40/tf;. ?!.’-; bn/sepatntiou and, . . 
f' : /^^'//Ifhroo.:Rn3e/279';'fo.jBntiSh • 
ijV^g^lytmKafeadois in 1880,263-4, ' • 
269, //270'/ /to : : dhambers, 
City Liberal 
% /Club; :C6'9/r.'t6;Copk, on his 
f/^f/^-^bsi^iation /and] 'silence on 
f^«!4. , fei’'"‘'J v V(>'e'tls: f :' ; .iv37 it’iin '.Orowe in. 


?^'/fid^^b^o&y&g.the;Hoino 
(i;/CCfhcb/’.ahdtIi6.reply, 140; 




li-f/sllr^Sjtl^boh /oh/ the/ .Licensing 

visit 

^////ji/fKin/hitu*; ,CG4/"-to Depew 
'%-hini,; and on 
to 'Drum/ 

^^'■'e^'l^^d^Wblff/onVEgypU^ 
'4S^^^v®?* ;i&73-4 y. to Ellis' on . • 
/////,^/^igning'^hp:ie'adership of 

5§/^^|^l)e/il^^~i^^Sr,,/523r4 ; - 
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/ Harrison- /ton/thb/ dpatiyit>f;V'' ; «,'/ 

/h^:'{ll.’8) : jm 

; ! .^iiing^pd}dn\ihc'' l 'b^fcIdV;;;vi'/ 
'.their ' ^pnd^^y',ftna4^Sfe/r>’f«“v 
'cause, .307-8 

brother 1 oh : tka/dodwiVof v / 
n i)r. jim^vfiiB5;/yb;:Kihg/.;///, 
Manuel, om the. death of- 'do//- 
Sov'eral, 653,'; rtolKnd)ljB'bh-.'>f>%. 

, support of • J oseph / Arch, // >} / 
.240; -to - I^iraitatpn-SMas/f//’; 
Neapolitan, villa/ 540 /.to////;;' 
Lady Leconfiel.3- .on /honth,//.///. 

. and public ,, claims, ; .421 /ii/Lw 
. to the LiheraLIAhgne, (uh- /• /-;/;/;' 
-sent) ■ on - ! Speeeh-ihfildng, / ; ,//// 
584-5 ; to .his.„ni6ther/’gfie,//: ; 
under Cleveland/ Duchess ; ; if/Vi/ 
of; to. Mrs. pra.w/(Mary/:;'/--’/.) 
Gladstone). on/tho'';.Vleatl/-J-,'f-/ : ^ /.; 
of his wife, 37i/pa, declihr/. 
ing office, 135; on a -tlsit'C-.;/*./'/ 
from the -Harpouris;' !,1 45 /;/'///; 
to Mtfr Gladstone, ;■ 100 •////;•// 
to Perks, on /his Budget/:/ /V>; 
speeches in 1909, and .on :;:;//-/- 
Curzon’s action, .624/5/ //,///■; 
on the Liberal Imperial:';;//// 
Council (1901), 568; duel oh"/;///.:':/ 
his own - retirement/'/SlO,;/./;'//’?/,;' 
576-7 ; , to ./Ponsonbj/ [on. ,'. // /// 
opening official: boxes, 266 /;,//// /; 
on the. . Queen’s ', ,bbhhe^; : /////;.•/ 
264-5 ; to the. Press oh.thijl :•• 
Budget df.'.190flU0,/62r///,;'r/:t" ; 
to the Prince, -of • Wale3/gce l/ 
under ^Wales/Ih-inee of//tb///.',;v/ 

• tbd' Queen,. sce.’./hdsr 'Vic-/:';/ 
toria, ; Queen ; ; to .Jtussia/t/ 1 //;/// 
on violation of the Tteatj/pf .///, f; // 
Berlin/270^ . to Sir- Lohaidi/s;////; 
Stewart and Lard 'Elginba/i;/ -' ‘-V/ 

rrAo - ‘<rv„ ^ ^ '.i ’.' j:/-'. 
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•/Eosehery,;5th^ 

Ur'# '■■ X^ttets'irom^o^h'nwefij -. ‘ 'U\7U-/v 
-’v?C4u Spender :';6n.u\iuaU;iesigpiU.', 

’ rejpiy, '/SSO’j '•&>“. 
■ ; ,V v **"**** ’U '/'The' Times,-. seeilnder/that 
///.///lead"; / toU ,Tfceyelyan,y of;.. 

’ //‘J ’, f thanks 1 - .- ' for ^'‘Maoaulay’s 
; -•'/•/_' .'5 works,. 13UH.;V.tp. an’ nn-' 
>■% U;U . '\:£amed.person, on the Anglo-. - 
’■/// /, .Erench/Agreement of 1904, 

= ■. ; ' ’ 581 ;/ on liking for Spain, 

.. ' 533 ;. to -various official 
’,v .. friends .on' liis distaste for 
..- - - '. public life, 394-5 ; to vari- 
• .'- ous persons on liis ' retire- . 
: • r- . ■ inent, 504-5, 5S.8-9; to 

- ’’ / ’ Ward on a pretty American 
- -U girl, .114, in reply to his 
. warning' on racing, 92, on 
. . the. Tory attitude (1874), 

. 95-6 ; to Wemyss Reid on 

China and Japan in 1897, 

. ' ,554, on his retirement, and 

' on that of Gladstone in 
yV : ., .1894,538, 639 

,, Letters to, from Barman, on a 
.Presbyterian preacher, 82 ; 
yU. . from Bismarck (Count H.}, 
234-5; from Buclde, 404; 

. V • from Chamberlain on 
v. Local Government in 
■ / Ireland, 225-6 ; from 
. .Churchill (Lord Randolph), 
'U' at various dates, and the 

/ - . ■' ■. replies, 490-1, 495-6, on 
.;•/ R.’s Life of Pitt, 493-4, 

. 494-5 ; from Cooper on R.’s 
•V'. '.; /.'U, political position in 1884, 
i'.-l'.'V. 213; from Donaldson on 

U\fU U 'R.’s Scottish popularity, 
140 : from Duiferin (Lord) 
.'vV-v' . on a visit . to Canada, 82; 

>/f' 'from Escott on his Eran- 
i.'U v,; \ . chise Speech, 205; from 
/■d .- .Gladstone,-; (and . many 

. • -/ others) on his Life of Pitt, 

.476 ; sqq.', on the Now 
"/ ,/ ;/ / - 'Hebrides , / affair, 267-8, 
on IVs re-entry .into. 
'% \ ///. political life, , 397r8, from 
)/. ‘./(-Bftrop'ur.ti ,ph Scottish Par- 
:’/r/ i'.’/liamentary affairs; '139, 

"offioei-' 
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■U },x/trbixi i-^hBdoxme.UMirijif^i.;'?. 

■/C death of his/br pther,;-233 /■% 

• '/)'‘>from^ ilforsmah^ yon 
^•^/^liticid;:Ubegimimgs^ 

' //[ f rom/ JohnsonU(Gory),- : ;oii';'Uv'L 

• , ;Etpn ; :.life)a U 21;; .tidtii// 

‘ Labouchere on Parnell' and;/ !' 

: ;■ Irish '/aifairSjU'.ffSS^,. ' pnffi. 

< Washington ' and /Ids' wish' Uyi 

/ . •’ for '/a-Vp^ 

from 

\ see R/nr 'office,;) 144;) from Uwfc 
Peehon'R;-S : workasOhaif-;. ■; U 
man of : a-CoraniittCe, 91;’ // 
•from :Primrp'so;;(Bo.uyoribL/.i:'. 
on . racing, • ; ;46 / .urging ':); * 
acceptance of Affice; ;86-7:;U' 
from the Queeupseewidd 
Victoria, Queen ;• from the;”;';/ 

• Prince of , Wales, ^ see yinder/i/, 
Wales, Prince /off,- Ufrom 1 :.;^) 

• Reay/ on ^.accepting ' ; ;thC‘U'%)! 
Trusteeship: of .the .British'rUU 
Museum, 174'} ;ffomRhode3> UU; 
on carrying outffiried;ideaS; '.';''U.-U 
, 614 ; froin , Spencer, > on 
Irish Home Rule}. 254 s®. ♦ ifgg 
from Speneeriv;,'Hprc6urfeU;;;;U;; 
and Gladstone ur^g lura./UU'-' 
to join •-'the.U<^yernment\U , U';| 
(1892), ' and 'his replies, 

394 sqq, ; '-.from Stead Vpn ; ;ri^i 
his appointment -in.' .1885, ' /’/ : U 
219-20 ; from 1 Ta'tt or sail . pi 
(Edmund), '•'hopingchp^ii^llL 
continue to; raceU354' /;-U;;UUU; .; 
literary.-, tastes ’ and cpiumentsi-UU) • l 
hy, oh 


292-3,‘ -373/ 377; (393, .404, &?f£s 
604,635,.638,CC5; : literaxyU-.;V/v 

acquaintances/,. of ,- : 347;; • s 

literary .dinner vat'/Berfoley/.;?;; “ 



Oratory of, 91, '372,;415,' 461 # / ;•/ 

'• '. 532; • U662-3}:/U :; 'CfahviUeU'’U:)'U 
. „ oh, 204,:.; Kimberley', on, -';//'/ 
, , 431, . his oyn; : attitude 4o;uU;U.- 
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35, 42-3, 177 » - deer-stalk- 

|f0^ V $KC/. :; ^<m':534,.558; 

" v'rf-' ^i^VriHhodfcrog,' ;grousc ' and phea- 
^vW^i8»i^.;26;’.-246, 320, 357, 
",',^' ; :.S^y471, ; 534, - 619, 639-40 ;• 
^^^ftiindirigi ‘-'and -/football, 149, 
i ?&; v ; :fp> \P, 209 ; Walking, 149, 195, 2 1 1 , 
23S, : 248; -381,' 542, 614, 
617/ 637; yachting, 393, 
:;:';«4^r-^99;5 02, 506, 511,-513, 563, 
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609-10, 633 sqq. - . 


$5 ^‘’^radjg^COTear, " 43-4, 46 sqq., 
• ' f 92, 115, 126, 127, 1C6, 

.446, 470 , 

vj;«V:^^;;Bi)lr2^5p6, : 668 ; deo- 

vVr^ : &%A ; tibh ox, to the. Jockey Club, 
i< /apologia '' of, for his 
/i: tasto’for racing, 94, 471 ; the 

„ ■,%«£/;' '/;jV ‘t’ iierby.ihricexvonby,inl894, 
534, 669, in 1895, 506, 
i 5* t -fe09, /in' 1905, 670, other 

Si ; ?3 : C!:///>-.thrf '- successes' of, 360 sqq., 
,608 agg;.;-. racing studs of, 
" " 47, 350 £??., • 616, 
^’688;*igj», ! brood, mares of, 
progeny 'of, 668 sqq. 

Speeches, questions, and motions 
on'- the i Alabama affair, 
i .'on' Alfred the Great, 
anomalies of clos- 
'^d'vir??* •Mngijof .places' of amusement 
-v-.'-v/ ; eon : ’Ash /' Wednesday, 97 ; 
^ii^^#^Wtrati°n on the Vene- 
■-btioia affair, 519 ; on Arme- 
p/’f-r atrocities (1896), 
v 516-17, 525 ; on attacks on 



/'• , / ; rbW : ''. . i 'ti°Uy the future of the land, 
a)?03c t ;.; : ,?/ioqal.;govornmeut and the 
^l^i^/fu&rp of the BritishEmpire, 
/- /?;''vfc;?i6^S0. ‘sqq . '. at banquets, see 


V?/ Fv.fi /Blac-kwkll Tunnel, at L.O.O., 

:!$*£ \ '/^37;} on- the' .'-Budget . of- 
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; 1909-10;' 621 sgq:; r pn ;BpCj?^S 
■ : 'garian'atrooitie3,and Foreign ■ ! 

’ Policy, 101 sqq.'i: bn.jOamp- 
hell-Baaneman,;'h. tribute,; : >-:>'; 

. •’ • G20 ; on civic occasions in'- 
, 1893, 432-3 ; on the Colo. ; ' 

nial Conference (1905), 579 ; / 
on the Colonies, at- Dundee; ; D Y 
195-6; on Colonial .policy, ',-- ; 

218 ; on coming of age; 60 ; .. 
on co-operation, building;; Yd 
societies and national in- 
snrance, 860-1 ; on . the : •’ • 
Cyprus Convention and the V. 
Concert of Europe, 517-18 ; . . . - 
on danger of England', 
being drawn into Enropean , - 
War, 102 ; on the difference ’’ 
between Liberals and Con- . ; 

servatives, 100; on the - 
Eastern Question, 102, 103 ■/; V • 
eqq. ; on educating and YY 
reorganising tho Liberal 
party, 615; on the effects 
of the advance of demo- 
cracy, 143-4 ; in tho elec- 
tion campaign of 18S5, 

244 sgg., Smalley's verdict - 
on, 249-50 ; on excessive V. • ; 
hours of labour, 244; .on 
Foreign Policy and foreign -- 
affairs,- 106, 107, 514;, on, 
Foreign and Colonial polioy, ’ Y , -v 
foresight of, 310-11, 315; on . 

the Francliise Bill, 202 egg. ; . 
on Free Trade, 541-2, Y 

576 eqq.; on Frencli action ■ ; 
in the New Hebrides, 301 ; - Y 
on and in Gladstone’s Mid- ,r' 
lothian campaign, 128 sqq., 
131-2; on Gladstone’s : ; 
death, 551-2, and after; an ' / - 
encomium, 654 ; on and at /' 
tho L.C.C., see ' under ‘ that "'*.-: [ 
head ; on the glories of Edln- • / Y' 
burgh, 544; on golf, 1887, /V 
542-3 ; during the Great'; :;..; ,} 
War, 648 eqq. ; on. Greek 
massacres,' lay -.patronage./*;/.,; 
and tho University Tests'. 

Bill, 58 ; on the growth -of; 
tho Empire,' 309.-10 ;.:;'6n ;T /-'W 
Harcourfc, a Cabinet '• meet* X ! 
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ihgand the Mcaragiia affair , 

; /. V5Q2, : ;.\ o h> Heligoland, ,100. ;;j 
■ . ’ t, • .' On'Insh matters, 146, ;T47* 

; ' ■- v 280, 333, 342/ 510, on - the 
i>. ? , - -Criminal La^ Amendment. 

• ... •; ", (Ireland)'Bill, 301, on Home;. 
-{ Rule, .142, M0, 428 sqq. y 
v >' 'comments on, bytlie Queen, >. 

. 390. and bv others. 431-2. • 


•399, and by others, 431-2, 
on Home Rule, the “ pre- 
dominant . partner,” phrase 
in, and its effect,- ,444 sqg.', 
the Bodmin speech of 1905, 
&d2sqq., on Ireland and 
-the Liberal Unionists, 
299-300, 324-5, on the Irish 
Land Law Bill, 145-6, 521 ; 
housing, playing-fields 


on 


:• ‘ { • . and open spaces, 410, 416 ; | 

■: , , on Imperial affairs during 

•; •’ : , the Colonial Conference of 

■ 1887 , 540-1 ; on Imperial 

■ ; - federation, 208-9, 309 sqq., 

V’.f '<-■? ,329 ; on - Indian frontier 

}i policy,- ’ 514, 515; on the 

V. ..'»/< Jameson Raid, 518-19 ; on 
. the “ Khalci election,” 567, 

.. 568,571; on land transfer, 

■ ■ ' ' 245 ; - language in, the 

' - ■' Queen’s comments on, 451, 

. 457; on the Liberal future 
" v (1907 and 1908), 69G ; on 
. . the ' Liberal League, 675; 

/ ' at a liberal meeting, Dun- 

.-dee; 146; on - Liberal 

■ leaders, his readiness to 
-/-.work with either, and on 

■ : : i< . Local Government for each 

■ •// :'h • ; part .of the United King- 

■ dom,227-8; ontheLiberal- 

■ • - ■ *. Unionists, 509-10 ; on 

; r • Liberalism and its (then) 

i , / recent losses* 559; urging a 

V Licensing measure for places 
• h. ,V . of amusement, 97 ; on 
’ ■ ('XooaJ-, government, 209 ; on 
- 4 l.h- ' : ; • London gOverrunent and the 
L.C.C., 1898, 554-5 ; on 
:;v;-y " ':{ London University, 499 ; on', 
h ; t /Marriage with a Deceased 
{p/y ■ Wife’s Sister, 66 ; 'seconding . I 
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turo and -Egypt; 2i4;:/hc>i- : . : 
able; phrases'.; occuriiiigXin, 

‘ clean slate,” 570, 672,;574,^l;: 
, 575'; •: ftcoihmdhwealthX^ of/44 


nations,” 186;: “ lonelyfur-{>{ 


-row,’-” 570: 


predominant. h;? 

partner,”. : V444;; houtsideh; 1 ; 
Parliament*? hUioirhQheeh’.s 
contention' that her sahetiofiT-Vh 


'• was --needed /ihbuttedhby? 

R'., ‘ iol sqq^.' onS'^aaku^Xj, 


lie life, Scottish ' : ;questi6n$hf {{ 
and .Ireland,. ’ Lo'rd ; -’ Salis4?V;;-, 
bury’s ; Primrose ; • -lieagiidvp-f > ; - 
speech, 389-90 • , In praiselh? 
of Lewis :Harcourfc,.4l5; {?;' 
on -j, quicker ■ return.', ?fro;mv{4 
.Municipal thahhoin F^Si^r-'V. 
menfary- ’ '■work;4c^5’;j:''dfr 
Paddington' ih 1887;. 49.8,1 ;hv-i' 
on racing, in defehce;bf, 9l,;i.->4 
■ on ■. receiving: Vlkeedoms - ofi';?; 
.Cities, see . under , ndmeh ip/vii’h 
Cities ; on Reform pfhfche' 
House of ^IiOida; 

-Letters from ),1 97 "sqfc ' 

318 3454?; :;364i r 444.4;%-- 


after,' .457^ahd.;skroh|ei)jteijh4ii, 
marks, {461, 460^1, V08r9;4^{c 
502,’509sgg.,626s7g.;aSele^V{l4 
Committee - on;8R;. : 9n;'(627i4 : v4r 
homination'.of! 628,; 'on-tho 
:Roport;df ;tjio' ^-Farheli 
.mission,' - -358-9 ; .;':on' ; tlie : h : 
Report of --the ' 
lhitteq oh Betterment 
' Town?Impi:oyemente; : 469 ;:.h4 
oh ' Mshresi^^qn^dfktheV 
Liberal, leademlhp{;at{the.{4;- 






-.me .itoana .'table - - 
; A on'-* tho 1 
99 ;• at- the • ■; 
vC^atcWhijy , ,’ j (50 * .on ’ " - 

■^\‘^f<ScotUsBu l i ‘> /administration ' • 

on 

-iS%-;¥^^t;tish.:bliaxacter as iaflu- , 

Uniycr- 
. .599 j' -.on ' Scottish 


vy-V^V - f * — ' Z , . 'W“W«wui| J31U 

•- a P. d j- before, 63; on seeu- 
£i|K; Sja^edneation,' -64 iqgi - on 
^•^Sbofcfislt historical subjects, 
on the Scottish 
^-.icvyiandholdm* Bill in the 
:p‘ ; n^.Hoaso of -Lords (1907), 609 • 
Scottish Local 
i'Zgil -Government Board Bill 
J™ »i '®u the Union, of Scot- 


; 01 a gc. U32 : 

'^■.Xyjmjhe Soxidan, 238, on tho 
*s ffair *- the recon- 
/; of ;tHo Soudan and on 

/.Ozors- rescript, 556 
Pasha, 27fi! 
^ South African War, 

• (*t , '. Chesterfield, 

' 7-. -~v 371 Rritt . Ron />o/> 9 


, Vv,‘- - 'x ■ y, Yt£i.CU,V 

• • ' V etc,, brochure oii TJw Lou. 

--' -Episode of' V/illiam Pin, 
6-55; Chaihttihi 'hie Early 
la'/e nwd Connections, C02, 
6S5 ; Jubilee .hymn, 550, 
fin tf see Appendix II ; JF/e 
of -Pitl, 327n., 373, 429,.’ 

, 475 sgg., 602, opinionf) on, 

475 sgfi., those of the 
Prince of Wales and of tho 
Queen, 3S5; Life of Lord 
Randolph Churchill, 475, 
002 ; Memoirs of his Otcn 
hint, 20; Miscellanies ,- • 
431-2 ; Napoleon, the Last 

Phase, 475, 582, 601-2; , 
Introduction to. Vandal’s 
Avinemcni de Bonaparte. 
602; sornion, 386-7, 432; 
sonnet, on tho Taj Mahal, 
286; verses written while 
at Eton, 21 

6th, see Dalmeny, Hairy, Lord 
Eosebery, shooting-box of, 59, 639 
Bostcructan, 352, 668 
Eossendalo by-election, 1892, 391 ■ ' 
.Eosslyn, 4th Earl, and the Turf 49 • 7 
p , “^nguage” of, 96-7 ’ M''*"' 

5 2 ’ ^«?PH ssr “ • •• 


m&mm. mm 2 sr» f*® *** m * ■ 

■^thosuppiyof horses urging Eotbschdd pf 011 ™ phonso do > 378: 
Royal Commission 93-4 B £ ron Esmond de, 655,- 

^.s. rGovemment /during that 118 > «07 ; death 

•y:,)periqcl y 5Gi3;-on the snspen- Eotlisehild S? r- , 
.^■'.y.floryyeto, 610-H; oritechni- ^“-hil^BaxonLionel de; 117/18, 

n ^’.^i^uoatioh, 304 ; on the s ??® °f>, Rosebery's friend'-- 

W-Parncllito akS (5 Rothscl/f?^ ^ 118 

228-9; . on train- ^o^Btoon Meyer do; 115 efr j£; 
examiners and J%-¥ 7, 250> 352 ; stud' 


^•V.v-U »V •'■’■““nners and „t o-o‘ 7 , W4 i '»pua 

^ - Pothsohild. ;.V\ 


lf / vVt/* > on the 
Wales, ,469, 
,^'?"^^:}7?nincaidg Glad- 

P^ TOriouk ^ 


Rothsohild, Baroness. Ferdinand;-' 
JJ8 C ' ma Bdfc hschild),:.' 
Rothschild, ; Baroness ; Meyer - '."do / 

if . •• (Juliana Colicn l n « t ry, ; - 


: *i? i0lis topics in EOfciSCll % r Ba ™»> : Meyer d 0 : 

’■$ r EothschiM^ an f ^ oa )».U6;il7 / : 
- - - - WM - 1 -“Otnscmld, ,ETelyn/-death;bf;’652 


212 ;:.' v" 7 , ."Ep8sell,mvHbh;7<3/.wr^.jr:547V^^i 

:-|,7 '{ Botbscbild, James de, and bis wife, Bussell, / Sir Charles 7 (later .-Lord 

7 j • Xi ■ -v.. -655 •;• ) Russell, ‘‘of: K^oweai^iS35«;' 

' Kotliscliikl, Lady do, 348 . i •; ■& %., 339, 384 .7f; 


Bothschild, Leopold do, and his' wife, Russia, maooeiTOesof,m : ^ 

V : ' 1 ^.~ 1 .^ 5 120 ; and St. Frus- : . .271-2 ; Morier’s''iWtioM,in,'' ! < 

, , J; , -v-' . : quin, 533 ; death of, 652; , , : 268 Bosebery’s. 'ivisifcK; 

. Rosebery on, 653 • to, 40; advances -of,. : ; in ?‘ 


:/ .■ Bbthsehild, Lord, death of, 652 ' ’ Aria, 235', 1 '. :v: :.';-r.-v^7-^y^ 

Ttotliscliild, Mrs, Leopold de (Marie Stissia, s.8,,100 . '•£ ; 


£>*, .Perugia), 118, 120 
. , - • Round Table Conference, the, 281 


Bussian rebellion, the,' Bosebery. oh^?> ; 


7 ■ /,- ■ _ 297 ; Bosobery on, 298 , Busso-Afghan,Br6htxer Questioh^see;-:: 

Bpus, Admiral, 47,' 48, 60 »„ 93 ■ -•' . Afghan. Frontier. 'Questioh^.ylif 

. Bousseau, Jean Jacques, . 72, 355, Busso -Turkish War (i'878), 102 l iqWT< 

633' ; j;A 


,Bowton, Lord ■ (Montagu , Corry), 
V:‘-; A- - "27 <fc >i., G36 
•; Boxburghe, Duchess of, 166 


Sadyk. Pasha, fate of, 294-5 
St, Albans, 7th Duke .of, 97. r\ ; 


Bbyal Academy- banquets,- Bose- St. Andrews,’ the Mecca of. Golf j'5i3.^7: 
'y'h'.'. • bery’s speeches at, 433, 470 St. Andrews TJniversity Ko’sebery!s 

/ ' .. a Boyal Caledonian Horticultural Show . . Lord" 


X”V; :I v, . of- 1901; Bosebery’s speech 

vvi-'.,. s"-r, at, 603 • 


Bectorial Address I at; , -ll4;y j;’:; 
699-600 : 7r '■■.'•J '■> • 


: ‘ /iug Laws, 662 n 


St. Gaudens, scidptor.’COSvb'V^'-^j.^vf.J 


7':,- • Bbyal Commission on supply _ of St. George’s in the Bast, :Bpscbery’s.:lr% 
■' v i'-'— "« no a ■ manifesto . addressed 7 - .to, ’ 


. homes, Bosobery on, 93-4 


%-■ : A;i\ bery’s speechat, on Scottish 
.history (1904), 605-6 
' ^ >Boydl Society; .the, 10 <& - 


v ... -- : to the\ lstlBattanon BoyaJ '>»•; 

.... . Soofe'j.;:u4t^dd.\J>y.; : ^^|; i ^ 
■- - .. b^,.606- 


Royal yiceroy desired; by bbe Irish 


^h?.****#’ 25^.-.-! ; :) ;,LSt."Jann! 


by tbe lrish ’'-.y ;goyenime!atv554^.V:^:5^ 

'' ■ ,1^ \Bt^JsAuoriuSj miracl^pfjdB^b^ 




'.'iy.iJiosefery' iri 1895’, 


y--> ( >yiv* auu . ,/ -/^, »^i - 

^I'St^P^iSr’sj /Hbnie/oEosbbery on, 
55, 383 ; •/-•■:■. -. 

v<:>fet;1?^iorst>urgi a viaifctb, 40 :•;. 
>SfXSt;' Koin'M: of ;Oahtorbury find Pitt, 

^•l’^A^'4'in^®®^? 1 ^ on; x 4chi\ -.'. ' • ♦ 
^•^KqinJ‘2fe‘'f;^“v"V>,v , •’ V *.’ ! ’ 

; ssa-i6glit of, , 202 ; ; ’ • 
Jfe/jSfalur $ung,'jnidpr/ 291> •■•',' 
/fHSafisbtiry/ 2nd Marquess of, 31 



^i$fe»^^nrefc : ^by'-(1878)i 103 ; 

and.fclie Sah’sbnry-Schouva - 
~; : v loff, Metnorandnm, Bose- 



^Si’-^v.^-^.^r'-Pyancliiso Bill, 202, 
206.' 'and Gladstone 
Queen on, 206 ; 
^^■^■“'.V’goyemnieHi ot(1885\ 227 ; 



sf^w-s V. a 9dtihd Secretary for Scot- 
'fe?, \'"C'’//;'_';,l a bd Biil,.242 ; the Queen’s 
! J /s t vs*' : wxiK..fpfi as Foreign Minis- 
i;' : #:v^}S.y* OT in 1880, 258 ; on Eose- 
if ) y^',^ oeiy-’s ‘ofiicial.VisIt to him, 

of maintain- 
Ihg # 0 oht mo ity ;jn . Foreian 

ft* V ►»'? 'A? * ’■' P/)ftntr . f ' O • - cC*'« _ .* 1 1 #-• 


§ ^v'; 7 #noatidn^327 'speeoir of;;. 

thtf Parnell, 

K’-7 ■ *; Com'mfesionjfthd Ko'sohefy’s 
;\: v ! 'rejoinder, 357 w.tfie; 
i;-. . Anglo-Gorman /Agreement.. 
of J1890,.' 359~60 * "' and'tbo.; 
, • A - ; Triple 'Alliance,; ■ Eosebeiy 
• ■; • oii, 374 ; speech ’of, to the 
Primrose League oh' ;“a 
hostile Ireland,” Basobcryfs 
“■violent ” -attack on, tlio 
: Queen on, 390, 399 ; Eose-' 

bery ns fittest to cope with, 
in debate, 392 ; . as leader of 
the House of Lords, Boso-- 
bery on, 422; on Eose- 
bery’s Home Eulo' speech 
(1893), 431 ; welcome of, to, 
Bosebery as Prime Minister, 
and reference by, to Homo 
Buie, 444 ; and the -Equal-: 
isation of Bates’ Bill, 469;; 
Lord Bandolph Churchill's, 
references to, 492 ; Premier-' 
ship of (1895), 507 ; and Sir • 
Henry Campbell-Banrier-V- 
man’s seals, 509 ; speech on v 
the Address (1895), 514;.' 
and Armenian affairs, 517 ; i 
a tribute by, to Bosebery in 
1897, 535; famous speech 
of, in 1897, on “ backing tlio :' 
wrohg horse,” 535 ; on the 1 ? 
Cretan question," 530 ; trib - < 
ute by, to Gladstone at bis ; 
death, 551 . - . 

and Beform of the House of Lords, t 
the hereditary principle/-' 
and Life Peorages, 199; 200, 
319, 320-1, 322, 345,. 498; 
.Bosebery on his failure to 
attempt Beform, 43O, 490 ; 
speech by, in condemnation 

of Rosebery’s arraihila- 
tion ” speech/610 W~ {■%%-, 
and Uganda, 423, support of, to tho 
Usahdarailwnt- Mh kW.-J 


•j;i / . I-*- 









ban Francisco,- aisdsit to, r 17€k -*>-!< 
San-Boqn'e, i’isitcd/:2'S"3: • 
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Sanderson, Sir ; . Thomas ; (later Lord ; 

’; . : Sanderson), 519 <& ». \ ' 

Sandhurst, Lord, 99 ‘ ' i 

Sandhurst, Lord. Dahneny at, 632 
Sandhurst, Australia, 178 
Sandown, . Rosebery’s win at-, with 
Neil Gow, 670 

Sandringham, visits to, 168,213, 317, ' 
328, 411, 474, 639, 640, 641 
Sans-Souci, 240 

Santa Oecilia, Rosebery’s cruise on, 
in 1895, 511 

Sassoon, Arthur, death of, 329, 653 
Sassoon, Mrs. A. (bom Perugia), 120 
Savannah, Rosebery’s notes on, 79 
Scapa Bay, 511 

Scarborough, Rosebery’s speeches at 
(1895), 515 

Schliomann, H,, and Mycenaj, 377 
Sehonhausen, a visit to, 549 
Sciarra Gallery, Rome, 53 
Scotch College at Melbourne, Rose- 
bery’s speech at, 181 
Scotland, the People of, Rosebery’s 
message to, on the Parlia- 
ment Bill, 643 ; Rosebery’s 
homes in, see under names ; 
visits to, and doings in, 
328-9, 348, 357, 473, 515, 
634 et alibi ; Rosebery’s 
property in, 59 ; Rose- 
bery’s speeches in, during 
the War, 648-9, 651 
Scotland, Secretary for, desired, 104, 
see Secretary for 

Scots Greys, 564 ; WaT Memorial to, 
unveiling of, by Rosebery 
(1900), 607-8 

Scotsman, tha, 142, 152, 153, 160, 213, 

, 216, 404 ; on oratory in the 

House of Lords, 91 
Scott Centenary, Edinburgh, Rose- 
bery’s speeches during, 60 
Scott, Sir Walter, and his novels, 
6 & n., 14, 393 

Scott Holland, Canon, on Rosebery, 
at Eton, 24 

. Scottish affairs, administration of, 

, aiid Reform of Scottish Par- 
liamentary business (see also 
. . Secretary for Scotland, and 

• - . Scottish Office) , Gladstone’s 

attitude' to, 139, 153 sqq., 


h yl67 ; -j .-;-;Xaa^yyRosbbdry 
l "■ -' : mtorest in ahd'Epeoches.'oriV:-d 

' J-;/ " : \:139, 140,442, 3 46>149;i53 f 4'’ 
VV- - :2 09, 233,. 325y : ;:Bffl!,fdr,^ 

■ promised, a,' Bill for: 

. Local Governmhnt : Board! 1 : 
v introduced' butnot- passed";''- % 

' : 171/174., i;v 

Scottish character’as^ihflueticedffiyy^ 
Scottish Uniyeisities, r Ro'se^'^l 
herypn/699'?;^v^.^y:^h|y) 
Scottish Church Patronage Bill,vthe,y v -h 
(see also Lay Patronage),'/',??' 
Rosebery’s'" attitude tb’ 96:/ f ^f 
Scottish Corporation f in . London, '} ?'< 
dinner ,pf, 1892,-, Rosebery’s fv 
presidency of, 41 1 ) ;and WabTy'! 
speech before, 648. S 

Scottish Disestablishment; Rosebery!,! 

on, 464 iisptfc';?- 

Scottish Education, and .the -EngliBh' • 
Bill of 1870, and Rpsebeiy’s ■ 



present, " Rosebery on,r,'xa'ptf 

1912,646-7 -■ 

Scottish Endowments Bill/ 154 sqq; 
Scottish Entail Bill, 154! 

Scottish Historical Society, ‘the, Rose-./ J; 
bery’s list Of /Jacobites Vof 
the “’45, presented to, ‘ 366 "/ ; !•! 
Rosebery’s Presidency'/ of,'/ sA 
1895, 515-16.; Rosebery’s 1 /// 
pleas before, for pfeserya-ldy V 
tion of family papers, 604-5; /;< ;/. 
646 ; Rosebery’s’ 1 : 
speeches . to, ’ on /tho/'csilei ?. y!v 
Stuarts, 544' ; ] \ • / yy* V.'ij ’ £%& 
Scottish Home Industries, Rbsebeyy’s;; 

speech at, 'and 'defence .-of '■! 
Harris tweedV .‘60S(' r '' ,5.,'v.V’ d-'i ; 

Scottish Home Rule , Cooper’s scheme 
for, 225 - 

'Scottish judges, saiaribs.of/163:' c 
Scottish Landholders!.;.) jBill-. ; de-,'!:’/..'.:'' 
nounced ‘ by ."-Rosebery 
(1907), 609 ■’ 

Scottish Liberal, CIubs/yRbsobcry’s ,. . // • 
speeches to, on" thoElcetionV;? V:;.f 
' of I885,!2#//A^ess pre-f/:/; i 
sonted by"; to lipsbbery.and.; 

- ■ , • his reply, 248 ;//Rosebcry?s?;:/:./:,- 


%ffir§^Wftg«^v^^'feiff'^g^^^««<^%3V ,, ‘''’^^ tt *' AJ ’ i} ™^' n ™'* iA srfft'r 

; ' : ' : - ’ jr 't .' ■ 1 *n'npi'i>h\ in_ In lfi98,;bh illb 



■■ i &i>t^&li J S£jPM'a ! ilmner .with (1890), 
l^i'f! ; l'v. •'>. ■•' : ;■ ;•,". 

yyJJC. SpdttisIi'vHati'onal .Library, creation 

'< Rosebery, 

;• ; C^'Y-? W ;' ’<.046:41, • and carried out in 
iV'&-w 1925; 'Etiaiibety’s: gifts,' to, 

^vS66ttt8li'.ii6b11ity» '4-6 *j. ■-.*; 

twice ; * offered to 

; ■' : ' ^'^^.'V-TMcpIinr^ ',17 9 Aria. OSS * 



Yj *3V : Sc'ottisi^'dtopresentative . , Peerages , 



.. .. 

'iW.ViSoottMS'ohpolmast'ere, Rosebery on, 

if^SooiiMb ■; .Secretary of. State, see 
'-,: y -^'Secretary for Soot-land 

Rosebery’s 
t : < : ,';ReetbJml Addresses to, 114, 
r,>^VV: ^597:^^09-600 ■ 

sVfr.vSpqfctisli'Pniyersities .Bill, Rosebery’s 

jjS^'Soyjla^and'Gbarybdis, 193 
^3i®° c ^ 3 ^^' i: rigbi;6f);3i6, ’. 

;<<< :Secrcyfy;,for ; -Scotland Bill, 1G9, 
%$!%%■. ■■ << dropped in 1884,1500, passed 

^^f-v/>:W,ini :; 1885, .'242, Biil to 
'S'i'atrerigtbe'n'powcrs of. 302 
;^:g^dan/M0f.3iT^y : ;--;^ ■■ 
; ?T;^Selppi^.l8tjESnl of,- and Rosebery’s 
:'£$$&? 'into ,. office, -213 i 
4yf %''j^Homa;R,ule'speeoh of, 429 
;'};';>;jiSelbpme,‘2nd;iEajl of ,'k.g., comment 
i pfc.hh .Rosebery’s attitudo 

Bill, and 

v'y^Selbj^^i5ccnmt^G28 ;. , .'■ , 

■''-'Serj^i'; GrandDuke and Duchess, 434 








: 263 


^Spviffdj ’Rosebery’a yisitaf. to, 380,=; , 
fy',. <63540, andaccpiintsof tlip ' 
<■••, Corpus Christi .processions 
.at,. 534, and of tbe.- Easter ' 
ceremonies, 387-8, 035-0 j 
' •. ' of tbo “Seises ” 'dance; at, - 

, 516 ..,; ' ' 

, Shadows, Burke’s poignant words on, ‘ 
Rosebery oh, 472 ■ 

Shaftesbury, 7th Earl of, 63, 98, 99, 
150, 170 

Shafto, John, 50, 56 /“ 

Shale minesnear Dalmeny, 59 
Shaw Lcfeyre, Rt. Hon. G. (later 
Lord Evcrsley), 218 ; averse ’ ■ 
to Coercion, 220 ; on Bose- - 
bory’s resignation, 529 . 

Sheffield, Rosebery's speech at (1885), 
244-5 

Shore Ali, Ameer, 288 
Shooting oxploits of Prime Ministers 
and others, 471 

Shop Hours Limitation, Bill for, 
150 . ; ' 

Shorter Catechism, the, 65, 66 
Shorter Lives by contemporaries, 
instances of, 497 
Shotover , famous more, 353 
Siam, boundaries of, with Burmah ' 
and Cambodia, difficulties 
over, with Prance, 424 sijq,,' 
514,581 , , , ; 

Siam-Burmah Proutier Commission,; 

the, Rosebery’s concern . 
over, and despatch on, 503 
Sibi, 289-90 .. . 

Sicily, visits to, 377, 635 
“Simpletons,” the world’s. debt to, 
600 - ..,- v 

Sir Visto Derby whrner 1S95, 501, 
506, 609 ; winner of tho St, y 
Leger in tho samo year, ’ 
614-15, 669 ; at stud, 070,. 
671 . 

Skye, visited, 513 •*,. 

Skye crofters, tbe case of, 1G0 
Slaithwaite, Rosebery’s speech at, 
245 - 

“ Slang aristocracy,” tho, 48’ - ' 

Slave trade, the, and t-he Uganda; 

railway, 405, 406, -522 - i i>v. 
Slavery, domestic, a discussion, on)' ' 

■.■ 504 - y 
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Smalley, •. (George '*Wj t ; .'on ■ KiwSb^iy’s > 
:' * - v -f-r / oratory- in 1885 ,-249-S0.' • 

.. . Smitlij-.Colbhbi'Euaii,-286' •-' i 0=’; 

■' - Smith, Prof.Goldwih,an appreciation 
Xf' ~ ' ■' . .by, of; BitV 476 little-. 

Vi’.:'; .Englander views of, 315;;' 
r.V: Smith, Rev. Sydney, 326'7? : 

' Smith,, Rt.‘ Hon. W. H., 252,’ 298, 

‘ c . $46 ; . in favour - of Reform 
: ; of House of Lords, 319;, 
>■ ; ‘ .. . and Imperial- Federation, 

: . .313 • " ; ” ■ • 

, Smith-Pearse, — , of Epsom College, 
resignation of, 648 
Smollett, T. G., Rosebery on, 377 
Socialism and its dangers, Rosebery 
• / ; ' on, 244, 620, 621, 623, 627 ; 

■ , the liberal party on bul- 
wark against, Rosebery on, 
596 ; Rosebery’s definition 
of, 623 

Socotra, secured by Rosebery, 284 
, , Sofia, 270 
- > Solly, Henry, 325 

Solomon’s tanks, Aden ,193 
• Soltykoff, Prince, 349 
Somali Question, the, 284 
Somerset, 12th Duke of, 98 
t ’ Soudan, the (see also Gordon, 
V . . Kitchener, Kile Campaign, 

' , Kile Valley and Wolseley), 

. ■ -the position in, in 1884, 

■' Rosebery on, 2li, Rose- 
(/'■ ■- .. bery’s speech on (1885), 

237, and. his opinion on, 
mooted, 260; blockade of 
y ; k (1886), 273-4; temporary 

' -. , abandonment of (1888), 

- 275;; advance into, Rose- 

; ; bery’s anxiety on, 549, 655 ; . 

' - V • ' - ’ Mdrley’s attitude on, in 
1898, 558-9 

. South African War, the (see also 
'X ‘. ' Kruger, Milner, . etc,), > 

,y, •. i ■ menace of, 560 : Campbell-, 
7'-’;-/ Banherman’s speech on;the 
; y li.se ;in, of “methods of 
f 'y l.i-'. - -barbarism,’’ 519; and. the 

s Colonies, 316,; Rosebery’s 
t ; 1 , . r lX,X' ’ .speeches on, 564-5 guerilla . 
{ 'rX)'XX /’phase of, 568-9* ROsehery’s 
letter and speech on* 569.-70 . 



'Southey,'.; Robert, 


:"i' A \ .owners, 

■ Soyeral, .the' Marquis 'de,::dca:th/oi/L 



Spalding- election ok I857^302f^a<? ! ^f, 
Speeches by ''Ministers ; ,ahd;sahoti6n : y;iv 

’ ' and ; Roseherjds'reply 

.v ■. ' ' :f...-.bating'this'view;'457.'%?:’r%vfS 

Spencer, 6th'EaH, 230350)258, '300f;.v,| 


318, 


, i%v, . 

• banquet 

22R • ■ nr»d ReTryp-m. nf 111 /... 


228 ; . and, Reiormffof;the;v; 

tr 2'L .. _ " A.' T' _-3 1 V* vi.-V. « 


House; pi, 

issible • leader,. ah‘' J -the : ;';v^s 


a- possible / leader,, ag. 

•’House; of '•;,;L6'rds)f|^392.| ; ^0 

Rosebery urge^; : by;tdjdm3'3 
; the ‘GiovcnttmektK^di^^l^ 
^Pfy». : 3§4/' v 3$5;;v:'phai^6te^^i 
of, 404 • V attltud^;^f;-';:pii;\v';:| 
• Egypt.-in.. 189 h, 
possible. Prime;- j-lllinisteri, 
(1894);M0.;';-andthe;Kav3p!y 
Estimates, 

.436 r arid co’-ordhik^pxi'^^vij'k 
the 

Rosebery; 



(1894)) 502; v and' the Har- 7 ;'l ; |i ‘ 
court-Rdsebery ‘ fessOfision^yS’;' 



, in 1904, 588 V>v ,^. , 
and, Irish’ ■;affairsj. ; . ,, Jirrci-Rieiitfeh^^^.; 
- - -.aney^of • -Irelan'^.'^ee^fe.d|?j|'3 

’• by;, 151; 

- Tv-. c-i . ■ ; T-Tn n, f- ’ V ■ 



, ' Rosebery’s y 

• to himonthatsiibject, 324',;;?;; 

‘ ; the Tory .attadk .On ; (1885))y yvyy 

. ’ ;. Rbsfehery’js ^indige^tio^yati;,.^^ 





r '■■>' 

1 Va', t?«ttft»‘'V * 111 /in net' f li'ri- \ J*’’ 
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.^'^^^g^i^fes^Efebeiry’s .oOl- 
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'ri?\^tMaJ'tKQ J ;RoseLc,ry‘at‘:32S-'9' *-" ’ ' 
i*^s£airY"12t]r^irfVftf riiin 656 r and 



inCv !:^^ eCoIoidal Cbnfcreilce (1887 V, 



;$ ’J jRosfe.bprjr’s maternal ’grand 

1>.* 5 . •• -, 
i8,‘47i 
j and the .. 



irl: ”’. ’'-. v,: 

of tPr^sioni -Lord 1 (later ;16tb. :; 
$%•'% Rosebeaiy?s.'* 


State-aided Emigration ;;tq.New Zea-.’ \<i? 
p ->iAr*r^ Iandi advocated : by' ; .-Epse-' •>'.“. 


: ‘ : bery,;301-VV'-;'. '• .}'!;; '^P-.P-'C 

■ State Sbciamfh in . Australasia^ Bbsq- . • .' 

X . ■'bery , 8;papor i bn J 'd33 • i/V - 
.•-Statiitqry Co!nmissi6n,:tlio,'325. ' ' p 

' Stead, „W> T;, 236 ; on Epsobery’s •) - ; ’. 

t .appointment in 1888,’ 21!), ’’ 

' 220 ; a icte-h-icle with, 304 . '•& *,. 

. “Step by Stop policy,” Bosebery’s. 

liking for, $24 . ' ' ' : ’. ; - '• ■■■ • ' 

Sterling,' John, Carlyle’s Life of, 407 • ■”>’. 
'Stettin, 363 ' * . .' 

Stevenson, Eobert Louis, Rosebery’s., V- ; - 
l address on, -481^ 488,” 532 p.’ ; ’••t 

’• father of,. 488 •> . ; 'i rf' 

Stewards’ Cup, Goodwood, . 1870, ■-■ .'•• 
349 . . . ' 

Stewart, — , American artist, 76 .... ;X 

Stewart, A. T., American millionaire, ’ V-; 

• . 72. 73 .. .;■ 

..Stewart, Field-Marshal- Sir Ronald, .'t 

Rosebery's • letter to,- on ‘. i.;;-' 
Ohitral,' 503 ‘ ■■f -f 

Stirling of Keir family, the, 634 '/\f If/-:; 

■ Stirling-Maxwell family, the, : 634' :f} Lpf- 
Stirling, Campbell - .Eannerman’e.; 'y-fh 

speech at, qri Homo, Bide;' ?*U L. 
Rosebery’s note bn',692 sqf.’; E;. 
Freedom , of; -conferred ion f 
Rosebery, and his .speech of ‘{f. ff 
. acceptance, 543-4’; • Wallace; f/' i 
. ' celebrations at; \ and.Rose- >-,’ v;, ' 

’ ■ . bory’s speech,- 543' •-/ " . • '■■ \ 

Stirling burghs, the, 9'/' 

. Stoclcweli lino, 668 , -,L pf: \ 
'.Storey, — -,jr.f.,'346 *f -'//'-'.V: .''rl'v.’As* 
Stonio way, 5 13 


; Stourbridge, Xtosobory’e speeches pip - y.:- 
>“; : . in 1894, on y.the ] Ahg3p.p.;’p':;t 


Fretioli Agreement,; 681 \iJ0 
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Strand'-wiSoamg^ Hosebery’s advice 

•-/. •■ ■;■ OTi, 334 • •• •v"- A 

Btratford de lledclifte, 1st' Viscount, 

t \ *' '80 <& n. 

Strathedon and Campbell, 2nd Lord; 

304 <b n, 

Stromboli, 193 

Stuart Kings in exile, .Rosebery on, 
554 ; and Whitehall Palace, 
liqsebery on, 613, 614 
Budkin, 237 . 

Succession Duty of 1853, 467 
Suda Bay, the fleet at, 263 
Suez, 192, 193, 293 
>Suez Canal, the, 193 
Suez Canal Convention, the, German 
attitude to, 239 

-Suffolk, Earl of, and the Turf, 49 
Sugar Duties (1844), Gladstone’s 
pamphlet on, 473 
Sukkur, 289 

Sumner, Senator Charles, talks with, 
71-2, 76 

Sunday opening of Museums, Rose- 
bery’s support of, 141 
Surprise, H.M.S., a passage in, 610 


Surtees, Robert S., 38, 39 
Suspensory veto, Rosebery on, 510 
Sutherland, 4tli Duke of, 563, and 
his wife, 634 <5 n. 
Sutherland, John, 69, 175 
Sutton election, the, of 1892, 390 
Swift, Dean, 599 
Swoila, 328 

Sydney, K.S.W., Rosebery’s visits 
to, 176-7 ; racing at, 177 ; 
Rosebery’s speeches at, 
180, 181 sqq. 

Sydney Convention, the, conclusions 
of, Rosebery on, 181, 1S2, 

. 1S3, 185 sqq. 

Sykes, Christopher, 120 ; death of, 
' ■ ■ 558 

Syracuse, Count of, 546 
Syracuse, visited, 835 


Tait, Archbishop, as orator. 563 
Taj Mahal, the, Rosebery on, 379 ; 
' his verses and sonnet on, 
■ " • 286 
Tancred {T)mvaeYi), 29 
Tanganyika, Lake, 360 
Taranto; a Visit to., 327 " 


' rfLlxi. • ' ^ ’ll - ’r> a - h . - . " •* -.LC ~r.-‘ 'A , . !' . 



Taunton; Lord, '251 
Technical Educat ion, Har tmgtommd - ' ^ 
. Rosebery on, 304; 305; 012 v-' 
Tel-el- Kebir, battle of;-214^'> 
Temple, Earl,. 10 ’■ ■ 1 ' : V~ 

Tennant, • Laura (Horn . Mrs^Alfred^v 
. Lyttelton), 221;;;_L:;‘i ; t3^i’ 
Tennant, Margot (Countess of. .Oxford H 
and Asquith), 366 ; inafriagC;:.', 
of, 473 

Tennant, Sir Charles, and his family,:;' 
■221,584 ‘ > " 

Tennyson, Alfred, Lord; 348 '>•>’ 
Tetuan, the Moors of, Rosebery onyef 
3S8 • * 


Teutonic Knights, palace of, visited, 
364 . / : 

Tewfik Pasha, Governor of Suez; 233 
Towflk Pasha, Khedive, 162, 293 f 
Thackeray, • William. Makepen6o;-k 
Rosebery’s address. oh;‘ 481; % 
4S7 . 

The Miner, 352 . v • ; '■']'% 

The Snail , success of, 351 , 

The Teacher, formerly AWnthyiSax^fi-' 
concerning, 350-1 V. 

Thessaly, cession of, 205 -.Vi k /.C'V;}. 
Thiers’ Histor;/ of the Consulate and . 

the Emqnre, influence .V.ofj.V; 
on Rosebery, 14 ■ .fiiM 

Thomas, Preeman, see Willingdbxi;;; 

Earl of " -•rk.'-ryy 

Thomas, Rev. TJ. R,, 342' <> 
Thompson, Joe, book)ndakpr/,'(lS9^ 


191 


Thornton, Sit B., 270 ' , ••• f, f 'k' \ 
“ Three acres and .a cow,” ;amend-,-t.' 


ment, effect of, 280' k 
Thun, — y Austrian Prime • Mmistcri'V 
557. . ‘ ^ y\- 

Thurman, Senator, -72' V>;j ■■■fT^hk: 
Times , The, Rosebery’s . spec, elk 1 bh,\k 
Scottish ■ affairs' misi«p6rted>,. 
by, 142;y'on;Roseber^|';>; 
going to' 'the -Board:'';, of.': 
Works',- 219 ; 'on RpsSfce#y k; 
Ipswich speech bh .‘Ireland; V 
300.; oh Rpsehexy?s.Keigh i |;. 


y, ' >'. 'f y 

vV* 
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;4£%f ArP^A-loyi !"?' pencil ..■qn'-.-; iedhrilciil 

y-PariiellV 

^KTA<A^ < .^A.'Ai'-vpiru"V;cl;-leti , eE,'jVuWiAj e ^vl»yii 
A'323 ,y language vof.' nri' tiio 
;'A*AA>' s-f.'r' fjjjgHli,- of :;tlie Parnell ,;06m-' 
'$4Axv5- ;:',;V ;->fru|siori,’35S. f .©nltoSebcry’sj 



K' 1 __ 

. . g&Pr.-y *■}'!*& ItfOffybn 'the jAnglo-Erench 
'■■'•' j''\ : 4-' ' > ; v'f Agtceiiient, 081 ; and Rose* 
l-v Y ’ Vcv V ‘;.-V vj/.i-bery’s' • acceptance of tile 



A^Y ■. A-Y ; V -'.politics urged by, 580 
:■ aPj'.'.i^^Cetters i front. .Rosebery, to, on 
At ,fi ~ : ■' ''i.Yf^s.Aniondinehta to the Ikirlia- 
;;■ ■:$ A A ihcnt -Bill,’ by “ diediard " 
j-fi^'eS-^i-C'cio^dscreatiTo Peers, G43 ; 



House of Lords 
ywith new Peers, 664 ; on the 
>i ;V V v-vr'Af-A-O-O- '' lunatic asylum at 
;‘YiY^V[YEp°m, 018} (and other 
YyY;.’ f’Y^.sV'-’.pivppra) on Reform of the 
<~y r ^.j. -’-f.'.-Housb^ ,of Lords, 026-7; 
'. '/p-M jY'-.'Y Y- on •.the .sinking of the Lwi- 
’> V ?■£?&&». ,‘649 ; : on Reprisals, 
Vs-* V' • ’ Y - 'OOi-'; . on the. South African 

- :Y^?ft>;'' ; Waiv0O9 ; : 

>1 ; ;Titinhyh wom<'in’s-pOrtfait by, Rose- 
AY;':' YY-Y berybiySS 
' ;';!.Tificy,;,J7ilb’ami Rosebery’s faitliful 
YCi’-C J^ Yyalob, ami friend. 057 «fc n. 
"yi -Toibdq,';ft, hiill-fight at, -379-80 
7!r/;7ToUbfiwcIjeV;fiemy/K.r., 34 
'. Y; Tdrehlightj Procession, political, in 
xiv'iY. v ; ;,\'Ajnoticp, Y Rosebery on, 
47.7 jsqqi. : 



Y festO qh;.231 * , end of, 257 
’.';;^o'Hb7trf,-’sHcccsses bf, 301, 352 
’-y^nvers: of ;SiIehee,'Rdmbay, visited, 

V ’ ‘ ir. - 1 ' i Xn'y .S ' I ’ ” */ » ‘ 


r -2S5.;Yy,:,.,y 


bT^ido7656;rit>:-' I *'Av.('^ ; :bY'V' , :'s : 'i;P-. 

• .%mbeo'HaU;326?;/t/-.5Y' w* 

-!3?radeLXnion;CongrcEsr : at;Abe¥dcen'}ys 

lvosbbery?fr^‘pc'beh;(it; 208^9 
. Traditions 6f Edinburgh, ^Ghambers),Y'y - 

Traill, H. I)., on Rqaebory’fi '‘Life • of y-> 

pm, 479, y :> ; ;<•>>■■ :: ;; 

Traqvair, 670 - . . ’ . ' •‘.•4;:. 

Travellers’ Club, Rosebery .black- \/'v 
balled for, 148 ; •'• • v. s'Y.i 
Treaties, Lord Derby’s doctrine dri, ; ,Y. : . 

io2 --7/ ••A: 

Treaty of Berlin, and Armenian : V 
reforms, 517;-- article of, 
on Batoum, 271 ; ' 

Treaty of San Stefano, 103 , •■'■ '■>. '• 

Treaty of Union, the, 6 , ”Y 4 <. } 

Trenty of Versailles, ' Rosebery’n X, 
wish concerning, 855 ■ 

Treaty of Washington (1871)', 88 /'A 

Pressure, 009, 670 - ■ / •• •;_' 

Trevelj'an, lit. Hon. Sir George Qtto,- .Y>, 
M.P., 13, 26 tis. 27, 210, - 

279, 297, 347 ; motion by,--,.*'. 1 :', 
for extension of the fr an- : 
chise,202; bookby.onFdxy ..V 
602 ; Rosebery’s correspond v -r'- 
donee with, 655 - Y 
Trevelyan, George Macaulay, parallel 'hy':' 
drawn by, betweenl Roso'~;;?y ..: 
bery and, the :.Dulre .•df-YfiV 
Shrewsbury, 660 ; '-'f'Y'Y 

Trinity House, Rosebery installed 'ah;',,’; ^ 
Elder Brother of, -and'his '•%/% 
speeches at, 389, 433Y".'; y 
Tripartite Treaty of 1856, Rosebery;' v ; 

on, 101-2, 107 " •' •./■»• Ay j 
lYiple Alliance, the, Rosehexy . onj'Vf Y 
374-5,42-7- ' • *' 1 ..... 'YXYAA 
Trollope, Anthony, novels of, . 189}' 

487 ■ . XT,' Y : A’’ 

Truro, Rosebory’s speech , 'at,' on Y.Y 
Homo Rule (1905), 593 
Truth, 251, 258, 406, ,407 y 4€)8;:40&. ? A'* 
attacks in, on":Roseh'ory, ; 499; : > 
Truth, the, about Morocco- ' (Ailalo];- V ' ; 

Rosebery ony581 ; .y.-gjT;: 

Tryon, Admiral Sir G., 433," •; {&£'/$$■ ■- k 
Tuleban,.visit-od, 329, ; 357 XYy 5AjvY/“y 
Tunis, •visited, ;635 A/" '• V c' A A Ar'A 
. Tupper," ~ '82- /’ V'Af;. Y:Y 








'• >748 


! \(} //■'"/-' ■ y.ytion of, 235 * ; ; -},‘; Ay > • 

• : .., ■.'.Tiirfi'Hlie^ jBoron- jpycr;- do Roths-;' 

}J ■/<’■’•'"■ V ..;■/■ child’s successes ,,’ on, :ii6 ;. 

: • , . ; '.! / .. oharm of, felt by Rosebery, 
V; - Ay ■;;' a*.; 43-4; see also Racing Career, 
■? .;, under Rosebery;- ‘ -/Tv- 

Ttirkey, British commitments 1 as to, 
•-V "••■ rBosebery ion,; ' 107, 108 * ’ 
-, Ay \ Gorman; attitude in,/239 ; 

., '•.''../-"'■‘'and Greece, -see: Greco - 
'../ Turkish affaire; “not a 

"great . Power, an impo- 
■; . ' 'ience,” 108 ’ , • 

- .Turkish affairs, Rosobery’s difference 

over,, with Gladstone, 525 
; Turner, A., 472 n. 

Tweedmouth, 2nd Lord, see Marjori- 
; . . banks, Hon. Edward 

- Twelve English Statesmen series,. the, 

y ' ' 475 

Two Thousand Guineas; the, 668 ; 
won by, Rosebery with 
Ladas, 470, 669 

/ Tyrwhitt- Wilson, Harry, 120 ; death 
of, 373 


tlDAXPOB, 285 

/' .Uganda Question, the, 405, 406; 

, ; compromise on, • 422, 423, 

, 446, 447 ; debate on, '449 ; 
Hareourt’s attitude to, 
502-3 ; Labouchere and, 

: 407 ; Rosebery on, 504 ; the 

Protectorate established, 

. ' Salisbury's approval of, 423 

/Uganda railway, the, 405, 406, 449, 
. 4 .-' .502, 504, 522; Rhodes’ 

'■ ■ attitude to, 614; Rosebery 

. -.on, 405, .406, 604, 522; 
v .. - ‘ Salisbury’s support of, 449 

Ullatliorne, Bishop, 52 
/ Ulster Question in 1887, 300; Rose-. 
a,..; , ...bery’s 1 references to, . 390, . 
i ■■■ ■" 391; Ulster partisans and, 

;)•//, /A [ 358 . '.;/:. 

.;./- 1 .XJhearned .increment, Rosebery oh, 
/' .622 ./A . • ;.. -y , .. ■ 

Union . between .Scotland and Eng- 
laiid, Roseberyls speech on, 
y? ' y -A:- v ' ■ 

’. ykUmon of 1800,. Irish Peers’ protest , 

. A.— o rfn ■tT-tiyf- 


; .United /liidustricilBohobl/ Edinbu^hy^'l: 

-BkutedyStti^ 

-_A “Y- Y/AmericajiaW 
: ■ A- - ; J'-Gontinental affairs nbtriiaiii-Y A 
taihed, 447 ;- ■ sto'dL/ 

. - yV ' ’ A rguanydifSculties;:"' 

!■ - - y • 450, 45 1 and.the, Vene^uelayy; 
; - . - ;■ /'"affair;- 519 - y-.-y;/’ ■; y A- 

- Umyemty'GoUcge,'RoseBofy.’sSpeccliv 

' ; .'at /' -pnf -the: '.'effects'; of -imbxX 

- Y Advance of Hemdqrocyy^y 
; ‘ .- - ;• .y 143-4 

■ Utah visited, 17(5 ! " ; .y ; 


Val d'Or, 670 - 

Vale of . Aylesbury, the Rothschild.’ ;.’/ 
staghounds in, -116 ; Rbsek-jA 
bery’s land ihy245 •/V.y.A 
Valley of Dry Bones,, a sermon 1 oriyA; 
written by Rosebery, 386,-7 k- 
422' ,y,,y^- 

Yalvc, 670 • ... ■ 

Vane, Lord Harry, later 3rd Duke of A*/ 
. Cleveland '(j.yOifll, ^13, 

Varzin, Rosebery’s visit .tO;/363 A, //,;'/ 
and see Appehdisp'.cy.i^VyA: 
Vasco da Gama, 291 '>••.*» / ^ 

Yavdusc, 670 , . \ V. yy; 

Velasquez, Rosebery’s ■ win ;,with;;yk- 
trvioe, of. the ; Champion. /y 
Stakes, 969, -once' of;,' 'thie^y' 
Princess, of Wales Siakrayyy 
669 ; V two-year-old yracesy/y 
won by, for- Rosebcryyihky:; 
. 1896, 669 ; at Btud„671;V^^ ; 
Yenezuela affair, -the, 519 ■ 

Venice, an Exhibition ..at,: iihylSOOJv/'y 
Rosebery at, ;638, 639 j fall,; yy 
. of, ;; .Rosebery,-; .lqhy.<.'37^^‘# 
visited; ;378y635 - . ■ ; i. vyy Tv! 
Vonizelos, Monsieur, .535 nk 1 y 
Verdure, 352 - "■'V G ; ' 

' Verney, Hon. ,wyV;/'472,’9-;‘f 
Verona, s.s., 292 ; 4 'vA; 
Vesuvius, , an - eruption ’ of- ; ; ( 1 90 8 } ,/ ty // 
Hosebery on, - ’637^8 ; Rose-/ y4 ; 
berys.ascentbf,':37 v pf*f££ : . i- 
Vietoria, H.3LH. -Piihoi^Sj'^L'-yA; ‘.ilV'k;. 
Victoria, Queen; 32 ,: 87;= 134yl^8, • 

' 165, 170, 192, 195, 240. 325; A y 
345, 3.55, 5b2,.506,908;ff54^y k 


against, 359 - ^ \ \ V. ^ '* abandoning 


:; 6l yl885i 2?,S ;& n:;: 
f £:[{{P.:.hTiiimd6jcpm jBliowii- in. lifer." 

O ;>=r j' j -=/ '5X1 fiti cira, i "comment Of,; ■ 

ri R y yGcnhadihs’ "yi-dt ' : to' -. 

:';'i : v s Rih Windsor,;'.- 264 : . oil- tbie 


offcc^' of,; oil. Rosebery, 240, 
^.’"feRiR^and KisC'dpVotion to Her, 
■i ■'?(?,$€'$%'* fend tbe ; l''.0., 200 sqq., 
her satisfaction with 
';'#:^lr'?."”^3Kifeofedry"-alrthat office, 309, 
Rosebery’s 


0 f.v -fe r •Friuielush Rill.' 205, 206; 

1 % ? •'• "Jubilees . of , ; in 1887, 305, in 

549 , '550,: the Jubilee 
'RuR irie'ilfeliseht' to Rosebery by 

''V.-V'l. Vv.i'm- . J i ir next*. . 


436-7 ; the Order 
0j*''i^?? : 'of,the,'Giirter conferred by, 
i-'RosabWy,-. 411 ; -the 
J vyi^Oxdervhf - the 'Thistlo con-’ 
jferrcdhy, on Rosebery, 507; 
JRR J-ffedd'thb Peerage, 32 ; per- 


of, , in mourning 
ripfopaper; Xflera eli on, 413 ; 
;:'v';^i<?;5;and^hqr ; -Prune' Ministers, 
t Riflo,; iand Reform- of the 
;2; y ;'-fe,v. ilouse.- of .Rqrdii,- 207, 451, 
J i-V‘-a?i;4’464’487f ! 460-l ;• Rosebory--s 

i." r*7r*/*> 1 1* ' * « ‘ »it_ / . ■ 


.--' vJ-' Tndia, 2i4 ; and;.tnq ; title; of , 

^ . Empress; : of “ lndiav;-9$^;' 

'; 1 oh.thd many . ,Bishqps;dn : 
V r. .Vtlie'- House ..'of : Lords; i4,89p 
.•- " • ;bn the -true ; prder >©f ] her. 
;• nanies, 465’; on word Sire; 
489; riews; bn lliihe,^391,v 
- ;. . Laboucbcroi 262; 391 ;.451-;; 
and tlio wearing bi bhe' 
Crown, 264^5; - wishes for 
Ministry" in 1886, 257.-8,' 
.261, and in 1892, 391 00 
Communications of, with Rosebery 
by letter, etc., - mid Ins', 
letters to Her Majesty ; 
on the influence on,- Rose* 
bery of the IJismarcks,- 257 
Rosebery’s letters to, oh the; 
. value . of her guidance; in 
foreign affairs, 266^ dh 
France and the 'European 
Concert, and on the expul- 
sion of the Orleans Princes, 
207, on tho disso'lution'Jin 
1S86, 276-7, of thanks for 
her letter on his - takihg 
office in 1886, 276-7.;: of 
congratulations' Oh her. first 
Jubilee and -tlio t gracious 
reply, 305 eqq. ; in acknow- 
ledgment of her; condo- 
Icnccs on thq deafh of Lady 
Rosebery, 369 sygC,'and ’oh 
the loss of friends, '371-2 ; 
letters from tho'. Queen oh 
Rosebery's' speeches,-. . oil 
Home Ride, ■ 399,' , off Jiffs 
speeches on .Reform; of .the 
House of .Lords, 451, k&l, 

- 455, 457, ' 469-1 ,.;on iRpfie- 
'• bery’a Speeches. OutsideRar-;' 
• • , ■ liamenfc, .their languagd-.fthd 

... t one, .457-8,. 460-1 ,061 Jon 


ri.V:';t,'A':,‘;Rpscbeiy , a' spceoh,'at/ ; 54Q *1 / ; ; .« ’ .claim; 458', ;401 5 %;jori:ih© 

' ‘ v£h\. hhEgyptiah fensiap-aha-Iilose-' 



’ /certain’ ; ^.diplomatists,;. / : and 

.Bospbery’s replies, :420V, . 
Sir E. Monson and/ Rose- . 
'bery’s'-reply, /423.4t';; .Rose- ' 
.bory’sletterstoHerMajesty 
oii the payment of : M.B.s,':' 
424, ontroublesTvitli FrancP 
in Siam and Africa, and. the - 
.replies/ 425 $<?;?.,. 503/4, ; bn 
Home Rule and his .personal ■ 
position regarding it, 428-9, - 
. 432 /on the, Kaval estimates 
in . 1893, 436-7, on becom- 
ing Prime Minister/and tlie 
reply, 442-3, on tbe Anglo- 
.Congolcse Agreement- of 
1894, 448-9 ; Letters' from 
the Queen to -Rosebery on 
Reform of tbe House of 
Lords, and bis replies, 451 
sqq . ; Rosebery’s letter lo, 
after leaving the F.O., and 
tbe; reply, 455, on tbe 
Budget of 1894, 468, on the 
. . . . Second Jubilee enclosing 
■ bis Jubilee bymn, 650,, see 

also Appendix II : Roso- 
v bery’s protest to, on giving 

tbe Garter to Oriental po- 
tehtates, 608 ; on a patriotic 
.speech by Rosebery in 
1896, 534-5 ' 

• - Relations of, with Gladstone, 165, 

\ 257, 258, his letter to her on 

, /- the Franchise Bill, 206 ; her 
. .. . ‘.comment oh him and 
Salisbury, 206 ; liisnototo, 
"on, Reform of the House of 
■ V ./-Lords,' 207 ; Ills last audi- 
/ ; ence, 439 ' , 

; /Deatb of , .583, Rosebery’s tribute 
y .» , .;at, .-.653, ,608.; .statue of, at 
■■/ //-;// /Leith; Rosebery's speech at 
- • '///its inauguration, 608-9. ■ 

;■ ;FipifOna/,H.M,S/, lbss-'dl, : 433 . . 

Victoria Tower flag, ..Gladstone’s * 
?/-//;• •// 1 anxiety ns 1 to, -473 //..A / 
/ TTidah-Mr.-arid Mrs,/14 . . . 

Vienna visited, 348, 557. ; Rosebery’s.' 

' I;'/'-"./ 'Mission, to, .oh the afecessioh 

■/-'/^■;-/:oLH.M/6eorge ; VV'^ 1 ' 



Vivian/- 2nd. Lord/ racing 'tfreiam ’ ofra-V f 
\ "■ •• 351 J- 

•"XoltaireV 355.r :r 

'YohCDtiiaru: slice essCa «K'-a64'ty5.*4' r.'' *.?% 



121, 377 .......... 

Henrietta, G 0 untcs 3 .de Gray /later/ 

' 1 ;, X l Tn'rnlHi/\rirtori - «*R /> 1' 
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X$%fe '$&hpl ;• SebW^-]^ 
arid, as will be 'seen later' it was the ^avoriritfe fa^e’rif 
His c book-collector’s appetite.: ; Iri, bis, address he- 
re veiled iri trie .prospect of reading the, back volumes : 
of the Society’s issue, riow that he was a free man; 
and lie dwelt with delight on the number of small 
books of family and parochial history-which were;; 
being poured out in Scotland as a mark of the spirit^ 
of the times. ’ • .I-fvl.l 


November saw him starting for Paris, and th mice lid- >•: 
passed to Madrid. After two days he. hivenb oh td. : / 
Seville, always turning southward when lie could 
Ever attracted by the unusual, he was escorted more vid 
than once by his friendly host Mr. Johnsori, the;'Vice^^, 
Consul, to watch the dance of gaily attired choirboys 
“ Seises,” before the high altar. He brought back aii> :. 
oil painting of this strange survival of semhpagariisriif^ 
on holy ground. On one occasion the dance was :;V: : 
diversified by the advent of a dog before the altar. 

On his return to Madrid he breakfasted withSerioryt : 
Castelar off national dishes, meeting various deputies j 
arid Joaquin Ferrer, the host’s secretary; For. 
last week of the year Rosebery returned to Dalnieny 
The New Year, as it happened, started on a warning- 
note. In the previous autumn opinion had deen’ty 
stirred by tales of fresh outrages inflicted .vpii': : Armerb;yi '2 
nians in Turkey, and the Foreign Office haddo;;admit '/■ ^ 
their truth, with the utter deadlock in the: matter 1 , ofy.^ 
: reforms. Rosebery was asked by correspondents thet ‘ • v 

• reason for his silence in face of these; facts,; •= Hcc- fc... 
replied that he was haunted by the horrors of - Asiay yy 
Minor, which called for vengeance as loudly, as those if 

• - which moved Milton’s great appeal. But the law 

ledge and the responsibility rested with^'tiie;Goye^^V^ 
. ment, who exercised a dictatorship before^^mhife^v;, 
. could only bow until they could be called to account 
../ in Parliament. That occasion came on February : 

nth, and Rosebery commented on the curt .and y/y 
■- 5 i cold paragraph ” of the Queen’s Speech dealing : wiih .y ; : ; : 
' Armenia. He spoke bitterly of the spirit of ednyy ^ 


? ^ ^ ;ptJTKACnES /H 



B-iii'gi^HtLrhiiity;- ;tiie -spirit -of a Christian 'statesman,”- 
; in which- Lord -Salisbury had bowed, to the wishes of 
the . Sultan. He himself was proud of the Opposition 
, rfor having refrained : from denouncing the Govern- 
ment in hopes that brave words would be followed 
; by, brave deeds. He recalled the promises of 1878, 

; made; at continual banquets, of good government for 
J.the f Turkish provinces. Now we were told that the 
■ Treaty of Berlin contained no promise or guarantee. 
“ By a strange irony of fortune it devolves on the 
; noble Marquess, who partly blew that bubble then, 
to prick that bubble to-day . . . this is where we 
stand as the result of ‘Peace with honour ’—in an 


elaborate impotence, elaborately declared.” He went 
oh to describe the apathy and degradation which had 
taken the. place of the age of crusades. It was per- ;; 
haps the most scathing speech that he ever made in 
the ; House, Lord Salisbury had to admit that the 
f;Powfers would not allow the use of any pressure but. 
that, of persuasion and influence, and tried to speak , 
hopefully of methods of which he must have known 
the utter futility. But the force at the back of his 
■ .weak-sounding plea was the knowledge that the 
country, however indignant, would not go to war 
alone. The Duke of Argyll twitted Rosebery with v 
.[hayixig kept silence about the Armenian troubles for. ; 
; eleven months of his Premiership, and with the . 
marked coldness of feeling in dispatches while: his 
Government was in power. : ; ;r. f 

; Lluoughout the summer the miseries of Armenia . 
fedptmued to excite sympathy and rage' in Britain. 

. Questions were frequent in both Houses. In May 
. the Duke of Argyll, just recovering from a serious 
illness, made an indignant protest, and Rosebery- 
seized the occasion to assure his untiring antagonist 
of the pleasure with which the House welcomed his- 
return. Speaking at Newton Abbot soon afterwards, ; 
. .Rbsebe^ denouheed, the Cyprus Convention p'as; -"a' 
fraiid and a sham, and Lord Salisbury’s failure to 
gontinue tliat concurrence with the Powers for: the : 



